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PREFACE 


The  “Old  Times"  Corner  ran  as  a  serial  in  the  columns  of  the  Oatskill 
Examine]  from  November  7,  1  929,  to  December  11,  193U.  From  the  outset 
it  was  essentially  a  joint  undertaking  by  the  historian  of  our  Greene 
County  Historical  Society  and  county  historian,  Mrs.  .Jessie  Van  Vechten 
Vedder,  and  the  editor  and  erstwhile  president,  George  H.  Chadwick.  When 
the  pressure  of  his  professional  work  took  Mr.  Chadwick  away  from  Cats- 
kill  for  many  consecutive  months,  the  entire  burden  fell  upon  Mrs.  Vedder. 
and  when  it  later  became  e\iderit  that  his  absence  would  be  prolonged  far 
beyond  the  original  expectation  it  then  seemed  best  to  temporarily  discon¬ 
tinue  the  Corner.  Recently  he  has  revived  the  undertaking,  for  which  a 
wealth  of  material  has  been  accumulating. 

Meantime,  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Orin  Q.  Flint,  who  was  our  first, 
president,  the  Society  has  thought  it  worth  while  to  reprint  thus  in  book 
form  the  contents  of  the  first  series  of  papers.  In  so  doing,  the  matter 
has  been  rearranged  and  grouped  for  greater  convenience,  some  ephemeral 
matter  excluded,  some  cognate  matter  appearing  in  other  columns  included, 
and  the  whole  carefully  edited  by  both  of  the  contributors  to  give  it  more 
permanent  value. 

Sections  contributed  by  or  through  Mrs.  Vedder  have  been  designated 
by  the  initial  “V.”  followed  by  the  date  of  publication.  Those  by  or 
through  Mr.  Chadwick  are  similarly  marked  “C.”  Matter  not  originally 
in  the  Corner  is  plainly  so  marked.  Strictly  editorial  additions  not  in  the 
original  are  printed  in  brackets,  [  ]. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  all  possible  corrections,  emendations  and 
additions  to  this  book  are  earnestly  desired  and  most  welcome,  that  many 
of  the  contained  requests  for  aid  or  information  are  still  urgent,  that  the 
editor  and  the  revived  Corner  still  eagerly  seek  all  historical  and  genea¬ 
logical  items  or  material  that  any  one  can  furnish,  and  that  the  Society 
and  county  historian  still  entreat  the  return  of  the  ancestor  records  from 
every  inhabitant  or  descendant  of  Greene  County,  blanks  for  which  will 
gladly  be  furnished. 


1 

Part  1  includes  notices  and  miscellaneous  items. 

Part  2  consists  of  the  historical  articles  (see  page  13). 

Part  3  comprises  family  histories  and  personal  accounts  (see  page  67). 


The  index  is  on  page  4. 
Corrections  are  on  page  135. 
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THE  “OLD  TIMES”  CORNER 


Edited  by  George  H.  Chadwick  in  the  interests  of  the  Greene 
County  Historical  Society  and  the  Greene  County  Genealogical  So¬ 
ciety.  Correspondents  and  all  interested  persons  are  invited  to  join 
the  societies. 


SERIES  I  (Reprinted  1032) 


PART  1:  NOTICES  (In  order  of  date) 


“We  3Iake  Our  Bow** 

and  in  so  doing  ask  your  active  cooperation  to  make  of  this  department  a 
success.  Everything  historical  relating  to  Greene  county  is  welcome.  Especially 
do  we  wish  the  lives  and  family  history  of  all  former  inhabitants.  Our  societies 
aim  eventually  to  card  catalogue  every  such  inhabitant,  with  all  available  in¬ 
formation  about  each — including  ancestry. 

The  Annual  Dinner 

of  the  Historical  Society  is  an  event  not  to  be  forgotten,  and  is  open  to  non- 
members  also.  Every  interested  neison  should  be  in  First  Baptist  Church, 
Catskill,  at  6:15  o'clock.  Wednesday  evening  next,  November  13.  A  business 
meeting  precedes,  starting  at  4:00  in  the  Court  house. — C.  Xov.  7,  1029. 


The  Editor  Thanks 

the  Greene  County  Historical  Society  for  the  unexpected  honor  of  being  elected 
its  second  president,  a  position  of  great  responsibility  and  much  labor  in  which 
he  needs  and  asks  the  active  co-operation  of  every  member.  With  the  greatest 
possible  regret  shall  we  release  from  the  helm  the  guiding  hand  of  the  "father 
of  the  society"  who  has  started  us  so  auspiciously  on  our  way  at  a  personal 
cost  in  time,  strength  and  money  known  only  to  few — Mr.  Orin  Q.  Flint — but  the 
hour  of  parting  is  not  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Hats  off  to  Mr.  Flint! — C.  Xov. 
21,  1929. 


.1  udgo  llashroiick's .Speech 

[at  the  annual  dinner]  suggested  many  things  to  be  done.  Everyone  should  read 
the  summary  of  these.*  and  everyone,  whether  member  or  no,  should  turn  in 
and  help.  Lend  a  hand. — C.  Xov.  2S,  1920. 

[  *In  The  Examiner  of  November  21.  1020.  The  high  lights  of  this  speech 
are  given  in  the  historical  section,  beyond,  under  1800.] 

People  Are  the  Stuff 

of  which  history  is  made.  The  history  of  our  region  is  the  history  of  its  people, 
of  individual  people.  Nor  is  anyone  so  obscure  as  not  to  count.  Each  of  you 
is  counting  right  now  whether  you  wish  it  or  not.  We  need  the  personal  history 
and  the  family  history  of  each  and  everyone.  Do  your  bit;  send  in  your  own. 
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Besides  the  Old  long-resident  Dutch  and  English  families,  we  want  the 
later,  the  newest.  What  part  is  Ireland  contributing  today  to  the  life*  of 
Greene  county?  And  Italy?  And  Poland?  And  Greece,  and  Scandinavia,  and 
Germany  (late  arrivals  as  well  as  Palatines),  and  many  another  country  of  the 
Old  World  and  the  New?  Let's  hear  from  ALL. — C.  Nor.  2$,  1020. 


Don't  Bo  the  Last 

to  fill  out  that  Ancestor  Chart.  The  charts  coming  in  are  packed  full  of  in¬ 
teresting  information.  If  you  desire  copies  of  the  chart,  ask  for  them.*  We 
want  Everyone. — C.  Jan.  30,  1930. 

[•Blank  charts  will  Ire  furnished  free  on  application  to  Mrs.  J.  V.  V.  Vedd'rr, 
Court  House,  Catskill.] 


Joining  the  1).  A.  R. 

should  be  the  worthy  aim  of  every  one  who  is  eligible.  Ycur  posterity  will 
rise  up  and  bless  you  for  it.  For  coming  generations  are  going  to  value  this 
patriotic  association  much  more  than  perhaps  you  do,  and  with  each  passing 
generation  it  becomes  harder  to  show  the  necessary  proof  of  your  descent  and 
of  the  services  of  your  ancestors  to  their  country.  It  is  easier  to  day,  even,  for 
the  grandmother  to  get  in  than  for  her  granddaughter,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  requirements  given  in  the  next  paragraph. 

To  Join  the  “R.  A.  It.” 

(National  Society  of  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution)  you  must  show 
“official  proof  of  service”  rendered  by  your  Revolutionary  ancestor  “with  Tin¬ 
failing  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  American  independence,"  and  also  “references 
to  authorities  quoted,  to  show  line  of  descent”  except  that  “no  reference  is 
required  for  the  first  and  second  generations”  back,  namely  to  your  grandparents. 
For  this  reason  the  oldest  generation  now  living  is  the  easiest  one  to  “prove." 
Applicants  must  be  eighteen  years  of  age  and  of  direct  legitimate  descent  from 
either  male  or  female  patriot  who  served  as  “a  sailor,  or  as  a  soldier  or  civil 
officer”  or  “as  a  recognized  patriot,  or  rendered  material  aid,"  and  must  be 
personally  acceptable  to  the  Society. 

It  is  necessary  to  give  dates  of  birth,  death  and  marriage  for  each  ancestral 
couple  in  the  chain  of  descent  from  your  Revolutionary  lorebcar,  and  if  pos¬ 
sible  a  list  of  all  the  marriages  and  children  of  this  patriot,  with  the  marriage 
mates  of  these  children. 

How  To  Proceed: 

Obtain  duplicate  application  blanks  and  verbal  instructions  from  the  registrar 
of  the  chapter  that  you  wish  to  join,  asking  her  for  the  exact  name  of  the 
chapter.  The  registrar  of  the  local  (On-ti-ora)  chapter  is  Mrs.  Harry'Hall,  93 
Bridge  Street,  Catskill. 

Study  the  blank  to  learn  just  what  information  it  requires.  If  you  have 
not  all  the  necessary  facts  at  hand  search  the  family  records  and  scrapbooks, 
church  records,  cemeteries,  etc.  Certified  copies  of  old  wills  (in  duplicate)  from 
the  Surrogate’s  Clerk,  and  n  forenoos  to  published  family  histories  will  establish 
many  points.  For  a  small  fee  you  can.  if  necessary,  get  expert  assistance.  In 
proving  your  ancestor’s  services,  pension  papers  are  most  convincing,  but 
printed  rosters  of  the  regiments  are  also  available.  If  anyone  else  already  a 
member  is  from  the  same  ancestor,  that  will  help  gixatly.  Don’t  hesitate  to  ask 
people  to  aid  you  in  completing  your  application. 

Return  the  blanks  to  the  registrar  with  the  required  fee.  The  present 
expense  of  joining  On-ti-ora  chapter  includes  two  dollars  annual  dues  and  five 
dollars  initial  registration  fee  on  entering.  This  is  very  reasonable.  Since  its 
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organization  in  1926  the  chapter  has  grown  to  nearly  forty  members,  but  there 
are  certainly  several  hundred  who  are  eligible  and  should  join,  “while  the 
joining  is  good.” — C.  Feb.  6.  1930. 


Some  Are  Waiting 

to  fill  all  the  spaces  on  the  ancestor  chart  before  sending  it  in;  or  think  it  of 
no  value  to  us  because  they  cannot  go  back  five  generations.  This  is  a  mistake. 
Please  return  the  blank  even  if  the  name.*;  of  your  father  and  mother  are  all 
that  you  can  put  on  it  at  present.  That  is  a  start,  to  which  others  may  be 
added  as  you  or  we  find  them. — C.  Feb.  20,  1930. 


The  Family  Reunion 

is  an  institution  of  the  highest  rank.  Many  such  reunions  are  held  yearly  in 
Greene  county  or  are  attended  elsewhere  by  Greene  county  people.  Many  more 
should  be  held.  Get  your  families  together  before  the  bonds  of  blood  relation¬ 
ship  are  forgotten,  gather  the  family  history  and  traditions  that  they  may  be 
passed  on  unbroken  to  the  generations  to  come.  We  will  co-operate  with  you 
in  every  way  possible.  Let  us  have,  please,  right  away,  the  name  and  address 
of  your  family  secretary,  or  whoever  issues  the  annual  call  and  preserves  the 
archives.  These  reunions  will  be  given  a  special  place  in  this  “Corner”  If  we 
are  kept  informed.  We  can  help.— C.  Feb.  21,  1930. 


Mr.  Flint  Has  Consented 

in  his  helpful,  generous  way  to  accept  appointment  as  the  chairman  and  leading 
spirit  of  the  group  of  local  councillors  which  he  has  built  up  through  the  county 
to  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  Greene  County  Historical  Society.  He  will 
have  full  authority  to  make  additions  and  changes  in  this  group.  We  thank 
you,  Mr.  Flint,  for  your  indispensable  services. — C\  Feb.  27,  1930. 


The  Coming  Pilgrimages 

are  going  to  be  of  interest  to  every  Greene  Countyite.  Before  me  lies  the 
Dutchess  County  Year  Book,  Volume  14  of  their  Historical  Society,  for  which 
I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a  member.  It  describes  (among  other  things) 
their  pilgrimage  of  last  year,  with  pictures  of  the  local  historical  spots  visited 
and  reprints  of  the  speeches  describing  each.  Nearly  fifty  cars  participated, 
carrying  about  two  hundred  people.  The  whole  book  is  most  delightful  reading. 

But  now  about  our  own  pilgrimages.  They  will  have  as  objective,  this 
time,  the  placing  of  the  State  markers  at  the  historic  spots  for  which  these 
tablets  are  now  being  made.  It  is  impossible  to  know  as  yet  when  these 
markers  will  be  ready,  but  as  soon  as  they  arrive  a  committee  will  get  busy 
on  the  plans  and  full  announcements  will  be  made  through  the  pre'ss. — C.  .March 

6.  mo. 


“You  May  Publish 

the  data  contained  in  these  pages  in  full  or  in  part,”  says  one  correspondent 
who  sends  the  results  of  much  patient  research  in  the  large  libraries.  “I  have 
a  rather  complete  record  of  this  family  which  I  will  gladly  use  in  co-operation 
with  your  Old  Times  Corner,”  writes  another.  "You  will  be  welcome  to  any 
information  that  I  have.”  “If  I  might  he  of  assistance  to  you  in  any  way  do 
let  me  know."  These  and  the  like  are  the  gratifying  offers  that  come  to  us  in 
letter  after  letter  from  generous  correspondents.  Everything  received  to  date 
has  .bean  most  welcome,  though  it  may  seem  trivial  and  commonplace  to  you. 
To  the  editor  it  is  news,  the  material  of  which  history  is  made. 
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“Wit  at  Will  You  ]»<>  with  all  this  family  history  when  you  get  it  together?” 
asks  a  member.  “You  should  put  it  in  a  book.”  -  ?  •  ■ 

Well,  that’s  an  idea  worth  considering.  What  have  the  rest  of  you  to  say? 
In  any  case,  the  files  of  personal  and  family  records  and  of  historic  accounts 
constitute  archives  of  the  greatest  value  to  coming  generations.  Be  sure  to  get 
yours  in  with  the  others.  Do  not  let  your  posterity  say  bitterly.  “Our  forebears 
thought  so  little  of  us  that  they  left  no  records  behind,  nothing  by  which  we 
can  know  from  whom  we  came.  They  were  clean,  brave,  wholesome  people,  we 
are  sure,  with  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of.  They  just  forget  about  us  who  were 
to  come  after  them,  though  the  invitation  went  out  to  everyone  alike,  and  so 
they  have  deprived  us  of  our  birthright.”  •  •  • 

And  We  Would  Emphasize  again  that  we  want  especially  those  priceless 
recollections  of  their  homes  and  parentage  across  the  waters  treasured  by  those 
more  recently  come  to  America.  For  our  coming  citizenry,  your  children,  put 
these  things  on  record  now.  A  few,  a  very  few  as  yet,  of  these  have  come  in 
to  us.  Some  day  soon  we  shall  publish  some  of  them,  illustrating  the  value  of 
such  records. — C.  April  ~ },  19J0. 

A  Century  Ago 

is  a  long  time  to  look  back  upon.  It  was  a  time  c-f  beginnings  in  Greene  County, 
and  among  other  things  this  newspaper  began,  when  there  fluttered  from  the 
press  the  first  number  of  The  .Messenger..  Who  can  find  us  a  copy  of  that  first 
number?  In  all  the  old  family  libraries,  in  all  the  old  attics,  start  a  search  for 
Tin*  Messenger  Vol.  1,  No.  i.  Compare  this  little  faded  folded  leaflet  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago  with  the  great  Centennial  Number  of  The  Examiner,  to  be  issued 
August  14  from  the  mighty  modern  presses  that  are  "lineal  descendants”  of  the 
little  band-power  machine  of  1S30. 

For  this  liig  Centennial  Issue  we  are  a«ked  to  prepare  the  pages  upon  pages 
of  historical  matter — "Greene  County  One  Hundred  Years  Ago.”  This  account 
must  ho  correct,  authoritative,  complete.  It  will  go  on  the  shelves  r f  the  big 
libraries  the  country  over,  be  sought  and  consulted  by  historians  for  decades  to 
come.  It  must  give  a  true  picture  of  our  county  in  1S30 — its  people,  families, 
prominent  men  and  women,  its  industries,  business  hou  on,  churches,  schools, 
banks,  societies,  lodges,  fire  departments,  its  art  and  art;sts,  literature  and 
science  of  those  days,  its  roads  and  bridges,  particularly  the  great  turnpikes 
with  their  tollgates  and  frequent  wayside  inns  or  taverns,  its  vehicles  and  its 
fra  flic,  its  boats  and  stage-coaches,  its  mills  and  tanneries,  it'-,  public  buddings, 
crimes,  diseases,  projects  and  disasters,  its  successes  and  its  successful  son, 
wlfo  went  out  into  t lie  larger  world. — C.  Map  8, 

Local  Meetings 

of  all  historically  minded  people  are  being  planned  for  the  immediate  future. 
All  members  and  friends  of  the  Society  are  invited,  yes  urged,  to  attend. them. 
Plans  now  under  way  cover  the  towns  of  Windham.  Ashland.  Durham.  Green¬ 
ville,  Prattsville  and  Lexington,  and  arrangements  for  the  other  towns'  Lh  the 
county  will  be  announced.  Keep  in  touch  w  ith  the  following  persons  for  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  place  and  date  for  the  towns  just  named: 

Mr.  Abner  A'-  Woodworth,  TTensonville. 

Mr.  Hai  ry  A.  Steele.  Windham. 

Mr.  Lynn  Munson,  Ashland. 

Air.  Austin  E-  llumnul.  Prattsville. 

Mr.  George  B.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Lexington. 

Air.  Robert  S.  Tuttle,  Westkill. 

Air.  William  S.  Borthwiek.  Cornwallville. 

Air.  John  Baldwin  and  Air.  John  Darling,  Durham. 

Air.  At.  P.  Stevens,  Greenville.  ■••• 

Mr.  P.  R.  Stevens.  Norton  Hill.  -  -  •  ...  . 

Airs.  Alalide  AI.  DeWitt.- Oak  Hill,  •  .  ■  . 
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NOTICES 


Your  president  the  editor,  and  our  Historian,  expect,  to  come  to  every  meet¬ 
ing,  and  thus  to  widen  their  acquaintance  with  the  people  of  the  county.  The 
friendships  we  have  been  making  are  a  great  pleasure  to  us,  and  we  wish  to 
extend  them. — C.^May  15,  111.10. 


The  Society  Is  Invited 

to  attend  the  ceremonies  at  the  Memorial  Marking  of  the  grave  of  Lieut. 
Abraham  Overbagh  on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  IS,  at  2:30  P.  M.  (“Daylight” 
time),  in  the  old  Overbagh  cemetery  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Lewis  T.  Evcritt  under 
the  east  side  of  the  Kykuit  hill,  Broome  Street.* — C.  May  15,  10.10. 

[*Mrs.  Vedder's  address  on  this  occasion  is  printed  on  a  subsequent  page.] 


Successful  Olectings 

at  Greenville  and  HensonvilP  have  brought  to  light  much  historical  informa¬ 
tion.  We  wish  to  thank  our  hosts,  Mr.  Madison  P.  Stevens  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Haney,  respectively.  These  local  meetings  are  proving  very  enjoyable  and  are 
to  be  continued.  The  Tannrrsville  meeting,  for  everyone  in  Hunter  township, 
is  scheduled  for  this  evening  (Thursday)  at  8  o'clock  “daylight”  time,  and  that 
for  Durham  township  at  Durham  the  following  evening  (Friday)  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  Hall.  Meetings  at  Coxsackie  and  Cairo  are  being  arranged. — 
C.  May  22,  1930. 


The  Local  Meetings 

continue  with  unabated  interest.  Those  who  failed  to  get  out  to  Tannersville 
last  Thursday  evening  misvd  a  real  entertainment  in  the  story-telling  bee  put 
on  by  Messrs.  Michael  Lackey  of  that  village  anti  Willis  Baldwin  of  Hunter. 
At  the  close  of  this  meet  ng,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Hunter 
section  and  Mrs.  Judd  B.  Doyle  secretary.  Our  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Lackey, 
who  arranged  for  the  use  of  the  hall,  and  to  all  who  helped  to  make  the 
gathering  a  success. 

•  Good  turn-outs  at  Durham  on  Friday  and  Coxsackie  on  Monday  evening  are 
adding  new  momb<  rs  to  the  Society.  Organization  of  sections  in  those  towns  is 
postponed  until  the  numb ur  of  non-members  present  can  perfect  their  member¬ 
ship  and  participate  in  I  m  ining  the  sections.  The  hosts  to  whom  our  thanks 
are  cordially  given  are  respectively  Mr.  John  Darling  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Cooper. 

The  Durham  Meeting  proved  to  be  a  birthday  gathering  for  Mr.  Owen  More, 
Civil  war  Veteran  and  92  years  young  that  very  day.  “Nothing  in  excess"  is 
Mr.  More’s  maxim  for  longevity,  with  the  admission,  however,  that  91  more 
birthdays  would  not  displease  him. 

All  the  meetings  have  had  their  story-tellers.  Mr.  Perez  Steele  of  Windharp 
“packed  a  nifty  line.”  Some  of  these  tales  we  shall  pass  on  as  we  find  op¬ 
portunity,  and  to-day  we  relate  that  of 

The  Calculating  Cobbler  of  Cornwallville  (or  was  it  Cooksburg?)  as  it  was 
told  to  us.  The  name  of  our  cobbler  must  be  Minus,  however;  a  bachelor  living 
with  two  spinster  sisters. 

A  neighbor  brought  a  pair  of  shoes  for  mending.  “Mr.  Minus,”  said  he, 
“when  may  I  have  them?” 

“Let  me  see,"  said  Minus,  counting  slowly  on  his  fingers.  “To-day  is  Wed¬ 
nesday.  Thursday.  Beekey  [his  sister  J  is  sick,  very  sick.  Friday.  She’ll  die 
on  Friday.  Saturday.  Sunday.  The  funeral’ll  be  on  Sunday.  Oh,  I  think  you 
may  have  your  shoes  on  Tuesday.” 

Incidentally,  Beekey  outlived  him  by  many  years  and  later  married. 

Post  Script  um.  We  learn  that  the  name  of  the  cobbler  was  Leverett  Chit¬ 
tenden,  and  that  he  lived  up  towards  West  Durham. — C.  May  29,  1930. 
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The  Sad  News 

of  the  death  of  our  First  Vice-President  and  devoted  worker,  Mr.  Edwin  0. 
Hallenbeck,  reaches  your  editor  while  he  is  far  away.  A  tribute  to  Judge 
Hallenbeck  and  his  part  in  the  formation  of  our  Society  will  appear  later. 
Meantime  we  wish  all  our  members  to  know  that  Mr.  .1.  Frank  Lackey,  of 
Tannersville,  now  becomes  Acting  President  of  the  Greene  County  Historical 
Society  during  the  absence  of  Pres.  Chadwick  and  should  be  consulted  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  that  office.  We  are  happy  to  have  Mr.  Lackey  available 
in  this  capacity. — C.  July  2 1930. 

Resolutions  on  Edwin  C.  Hallenbeck. 

Resolved,  that  in  the  death  of  Edwin  C.  Hallenbeck,  the  Greene  County  His¬ 
torical  society  has  lost  one  of  its  most  dovoted  and  valuable  members,  the 
community  a  worthy  and  respected  citizen. 

His  strong  personality,  clear  vision,  breadth  of  mind,  and  loyalty  combined 
to  make  him  command  the  respect  of  all. 

Re  it  resolved,  that  there  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  this  society  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  and  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

O.  Gates  Porter,  Orin  Q.  Flint,  Andrew  D.  Peloubet,  Committee.  . 


CENTENNIAL  EDITION 

Ye  Editor  wishes  those  who  may  not  ordinarily  see  this  “Corner”  to  know 
that  there  is  such  an  institution,  that  it  publishes  historical,  personal  and 
family  matter,  that  it  depends  in  large  part  upon  the  generous  co-operation  of 
\  its  friends  to  supply  it  with  material,  and  that  whatever  they  have  to  send  will 
always  be  most  welcome. 

Furthermore,  he  wishes  to  say  that 

NIistakes  Have  Occurred 

in  the  historical  accounts  in  this  Centennial  Issue,  without  a  doubt.  The  best 
efforts  have  been  made  to  avoid  them.  Nevertheless  they  will  be  found.  The 
saving  thought  is  that  this  “Corner”  gives  opportunity  to  correct  them.  There¬ 
fore,  tell  us  about  them.  The  truth  is  what  we  are  seeking,  and  we  value  every 
correction  that  comes  in. — C.  Aug.  I.),  1930. 


[Change  of  Editors.] 

Owing  to  the  prolonged  absence  of  Mr.  Chadwick,  this  corner  will  be 
edited  until  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  county  historian.  My  time  is  too  fully 
occupied  to  carry  out  genealogical  lines  as  Mr.  Chadwick  has  done,  but  such 
historical  matter  of  general  interest  as  may  be  at  hand  will  be  used.  Communi¬ 
cation’  of  historic  and  genealogical  interest  are  always  acceptable,  and  will  be 
filed  for  future  use. 

September  25,  1930.  J.  Van  Vechten  Vedder,  County  Historian. 

Dear  Mrs.  Vedder : 

1  am  happy  and  relieved  to  know  that  you  are  going  to  carry  on  the  “Old 
Ttm< "•  Corner,”  which  my  absence  and  pressure  of  work  are  compelling  me  to 
lay  down.  That  it  is  a  worthwhile  undertaking  is  shown  by  the  letters  that 
keep  coming.  I  trust  tlPU  I  may  later  be  able  to  cooperate  with  you  once 
m«re  in  the  very  important  and  very  necessary  work  t lisa t  you  are  doing  for 
Gr»  •  ne  county.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  generous  readiness  to  give 
"me  to  this  phase  of  our  work,  and  extend  my  very  cordial  good-wishes  to 
<  very  reader  of  the  "Corner.” 

Very  truly  yours, 

George  H.  Chadwick. 
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NOTICES 


Historical  Society  »\\s. 

At  a  recent  meeting:  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Greene  County  His¬ 
torical  society,  Inc.,  the  res:gnatinn  of  the  president.  George  H.  Chadwick,  was 
read  and  accepted.  J.  Frank  Lackey  of  Tannersville,  former  fust  vice-president, 
was  appointed  president  for  the  unexpired  term:  Grin  Q.  Flint,  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  George  H.  Chadwick  in  place  of  Edwin  C.  Hallenbeck,  deceased. 

Mr.  Chadwick’s  resignation  was  accepted  with  regret.  He  has  added  much 
valuable  information  to  the  archives  of  tlm  society  during  his  short  term  as 
president,  and  made  many  friends  for  himself  and  the  society  throughout 
Greene  county. — V.  Oct.  23,  1930. 


The  Greene  County  Historical  Society,  Inc. 

As  the  time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Greene  County  Historical  Society, 
Inc.,  draws  near,  it  is  well  to  look  forward  to  what  the  future  holds  for  it.  and 
backward  to  what  has  been  accomplished. 

The  outstanding  gift  of  the  year  is  that  of  a  permanent  home,  which, 
while  not  yet  in  actual  possession,  will  eventually  become  the  property  of  the 
society.  This  home  is  of  great  desirability  and  fitness  for  the  purpose,  offering 
as  it  does  ample  room  for  the  activities  of  such  a  society  in  all  its  phases. 
Two  beautiful  old  buildings,  restored  and  in  perfect  condition,  a  homn  for  a 
caretaker  and  another  building  easily  converted  into  an  auditorium  or  museum 
as  shall  seem  best,  with  plenty  of  surrounding  land  for  a  small  park.  Added  to 
all  this  is  a  most  liberal  endowment,  making  the  expense  of  its  upkeep  a  small 
matter  for  a  society  of  this  size. 

Taking  no  personal  credit,  except  that  of  laying  a  few  foundation  stones 
for  the  formation  of  the  historical  society,  we  feel  this  is  a  big  tiling  for 
Greene  county  and  we  hope  all  who  arc  interested  in  historical  matters  and 
the  preservation  of  records  will  live  up  to  it,  and  honor  the  donor  by  joining 
the  society  and  doubling  our  numbers.  The  trustees  recently  organized  are:  J. 
Lewis  Patrie.  of  Catskill.  chairman:  Abner  V.  Woodworth,  of  Hensonville,  sec¬ 
retary;  Leonard  Rronk  Lampman.  of  Co.xsackie:  Levit  C.  Powell,  of  New  Balti¬ 
more.  and  Richard  A.  Austin,  of  Cairo. 

There  have  been  many  other  gifts  of  value,  a  list  of  which  will  be  given 
later,  and  many  more  promised,  for  which  there  is  no  suitable  place  at  the 
present  time. — V.  Nov.  6,  1930. 


The  Annual  Meeting 

of  the  Greene  County  Historical  Society.  Inc.,  is  to  be  held  in  the  Court  House 
on  Friday,  November  28.  at  4  o'clock  sharp.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held 
at  the  Saulpaugh  hotel  at  6:30  p.  m.  Hon.  John  F.  Hylan  will  he  the  speaker 
at  the  dinner.  Come  and  bring  your  friends. — T*.  Nov.  2 7,  1930. 


The  Society  Has*  Received 

the  loan  of  another  interesting  document,  that  of  a  deed  made  the  first  day  of 
November.  1818.  of  slip  or  pew  No.  37.  in  the  new  Reformed  Dutch  church  in 
the  village  of  Madison  (now  Leeds).  The  indenture  was  printed  bv  Croswell 
and  Sons  and  is  signed  by  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff.  pastor  at  that  tinm  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  Consistory.  The  deed  was  given  to  William  Brandow  and  beats  his 
signature.  Another  interesting  feature  is  that  of  the  s-al.  which  has  an 
anchor  in  the  center  and  is  surrounded  hy  the  words:  ,-Catskill  D.  Church.” 
One  would  like  to  know  what  became  of  this  seal. 

The  deed  is  loaned  by  the  family  of  the  late  William  E.  Van  Dyke.  The 
acquisitions  of  the  Greene  County  Historical  Society  will  he  on  exhibition  at 
the  afternoon  meeting. —  1  .  A’or.  2 7,  1930. 
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THE  “OLD  TIMES”  CORNER 

Edited  by  George  H.  Chadwick  in  the  interests  of  the  Greene 
County  Historical  Society  and  the  Greene  County  Genealogical  So¬ 
ciety.  Correspondents  and  all  interested  persons  are  invited  to  join 
the  societies. 


PART  2:  HISTORY  (Chronologic) 


A  Good  Suggestion. 

A  map  was  issued  by  the  Newburgh  Historical  Society  which  might 
well  be  copied  by  the  Greene  County  society  or  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
of  the  county,  perhaps  through  the  co-operation  of  all — which  shows  in  one 
corner  the  streets  of  the  city  with  principal  hotels,  parks,  cemeteries, 
libraries,  stations,  ferry,  historic  and  scenic  spots;  the  rest  of  the  map  an 
outline  of  roads  leading  to  historic  spots  in  the  county,  marked  and  with 
a  few  descriptive  words  added.  There  are  many  requests  received  by  the 
County  Historian  for  information  of  this  kind  and  an  increasingly  large 
number  of  travellers  and  tourists  who  are  interested  and  who,  stopping 
over  night  at  Catskill  or  other  places  in  the  county,  lacking  a  guide  of 
that  description,  are  at  a  loss  how  best  to  spend  the  few  hours  at  their 
disposal. — 1'.  Oct.  2,  1920. 


Slaves  in  the  Town  of  Catskill.  [1638-1820] 

About  seventeen  years  ago  the  late  Peter  Van  Vechten  gave  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  some  of  the  slaves  he  remembered  in  his  early  days.  These  were 
liberated  about  1819,  before  the  law  required  their  liberation,  and  they 
remained  in  the  family,  with  no  perceptible  difference  in  their  lives  except 
that  they  received  wages. 

Teunis  Direksen  Van  Vechten  in  lO.'lS  brought  from  Holland  a  colored 
man  and  his  wife.  Descendants  from  these  were  brought  to  Qatskill  in 
lGStl  and  their  grandchildren  were  born  in  the  old  stone  house  still  stand¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  the  Snake  road.  Samuel  Van  Vechten’s  six  slaves  were 
divided  among  his  sons.  Teunis,  father  of  the  late  Luke  Van  Vechten, 
of  Leeds,  liberated  one  in  1819.  John,  Abraham  and  Peter,  each  one  in 
1820.  One  was  mentally  deficient  and  was  taken  care  of  on  the  farm. 

The  only  slave  Peter  ever  knew  in  Catskill  as  coming  from  the  south 
was  called  Clean  Jim.  William  Schuneman  was  an  uncle  of  Peter  and 
built  a  house  on  William  street,  afterwards  known  as  the  Kortz  house. 
He  had  a  colored  man  named  Tom  who  had  been  his  slave,  but  when 
liberated  in  18  19  continued  to  live  with  him  and  received  wages.  He 
had  done  all  the  cooking,  washing,  cutting  wood,  and  had  care  of  the 


S*^~'  -<«*  ♦.  •.  _ ■-■—  *il1n  ilifrrr 


&E3ESE 


OLD  TIMES  CORNER 


horse  and  cow,  but  was  getting  on  in  years  and  needed  a  little  help,  so  a 
young  colored  lad  about  twelve  years  of  age  called  Caleb  was  secured. 

Aunt  Eliza  had  never  been  married  but  thought  she  knew  all  about 
bringing  up  children  and  making  them  models  of  perfection.  She  under¬ 
took  to  bring  up  Caleb  by  hand.  He  was  dressed  in  a  good  suit  which, 
to  keep  clean,  was  covered  by  a  long  sleeveless  apron  tied  in  the  back. 
One  of  his  duties  was  to  take  the  cow  to  Jefferson  and  bring  it  back  at 
night. 

Caleb  was  born  tired,  and  it  would  be  after  dark  when  the.  cow 
reached  home.  In  spite  of  Aunt  Eliza’s  commands,  this  happened  again 
and  again  and  Tom  would  be  obliged  to  milk  by  lantern  light.  At  last, 
when  forbearance  had  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,  she  threatened  him  wen 
whipping.  When  Caleb  appeared  one  night  late  as  usual,  Peter  warned 
him  that  Aunt  Eliza  was  waiting  with  a  whip  and  he  better  put  a  sheep 
skin  on  his  back. 

Caleb  was  so  frightened  he  was  ready  to  collapse,  and  on  being  advised 
by  Peter  secured  a  sheep  skin  which  was  being  used  as  a  door  mat  and 
put  it  under  his  long  apron  with  the  wool  inside.  No  lights  had  been 
lighted  in  the  kitchen,  but  Aunt  Eliza  was  ready  with  the  whip  at  the 
door,  and  telling  him  “It  grieves  me  to  whip  you.  but  1  must  do  my  duty,” 
proceeded  to  strike  the  first  blow.  It  sounded  like  striking  a  bass  drum. 
The  lamp  was  lighted  and  investigation  followed.  “Who  told  you  to  do 
this?”  inquired  Aunt  Eliza.  “Peter  did,”  was  the  reply.  This  brought 
out  the  members  of  the  family,  who  were  greatly  amused,  and  Tom  went 
out  in  the  woodhouse  and  rolled  on  the  floor  with  laughter.  Everybody 
enjoyed  the  scene  but  Aunt  Eliza,  but  this  was  the  last  of  Caleb’s 
punishment. 

Among  other  colored  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Leeds  was  Thomas  Van 
Schaack.  lie  formerly  belonged  to  some  of  the  Coxsackie  Van  Schaacks, 
and  when  liberated  settled  in  Leeds.  He  had  a  fine  character.  His  greatest 
pleasure  in  life  was  the  care  of  good  horses  and  playing  the  violin.  His 
greatest  fear  was  that  of  ghosts  and  snakes. 

Jacob  Plank  had  a  boot  and  shoe  shop  at  Leeds  where  now  stands 
the  Duncan  house,  and  Dickie  Brown,  the  shoemaker,  delighted  in  black 
snakes  as  pets.  One  day  he  placed  one  in  a  drawer  and  put  wax  ends 
for  whip  snappers  around  its  head.  Tom  came  in  for  some  and  knowing 
where  they  were  kept,  reached  in  and  pulled  out  a  bunch.  Feeling  some¬ 
thing  move  in  his  hand  he  looked  down  and  saw  the  snake.  So  frightened 
was  he  that  he  automatically  closed  his  hand  like  a  vise  around  the 
snake,  rushed  for  the  door  and  nearly  fell  full  length  down  the  outside 
steps,  never  stopping  until  lie  had  gained  the  middle  of  the  road,  where 
he  discovered  he  had  choked  the  snake  to  death. 

One  night  Tom  was  to  play  his  violin  for  a  party  near  Sandy  Plains. 
It  w’as  very  dark  when  he  started  for  home  and  in  order  to  shorten  the 
distance  he  took  the  cut-off  path  from  the  Palmatler  homestead  to  the 
Green's  Lake  road.  It  was  so  dark  he  lost  his  path  and  brought  up  in 
the  burying  ground.  Stepping  into  a  hole,  he  lost  his  balance,  and  his 
hand  came  in  contact  with  something  cold.  Feeling  around  it  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  was  a  tombstone.  Getting  to  his  feet  in  record  time,  he 
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started  to  run,  fell  over  some  obstruction,  smashed  his  violin,  entangled 
his  feet  in  a  grapevine  which  grew  on  a  tree  by  the  fence,  which  he  fell 
over  into  the  road,  started  once  more  on  a  run  and  nearing  his  home, 
called:  ‘‘Dearie,  mock  de  dur  open:  (Dearie,  open  the  door).”  Dearie 
heard  him  long  before  he  reached  home,  but  she  was  not  quick  enough. 
Tom  burst  the  door  in  before  she  reached  it. 

Every  old  family  had  their  slaves  and  they  were  seldom  ill  treated. 
Each  child  when  small  was  given  a  colored  child  near  his  or  her  own 
age  and  they  grew  up  together.  These  colored  children  were  always  loyal 
to  their  masters  and  mistresses,  going  with  them  when  they  married  to 
the  new  homes. — V.  Nov.  21,  1930. 


Talking-  about  Spellings.  [1662-1800] 

what  about  “Coxsackie”?  How  many  ways  can  you  spell  it?  You  can 
hardly  “beat  the  Dutch,”  I  wager.  The  following  quaint  item  from  our 
Historian  contains  another  of  the  Dutch  ways  of  spelling  it: 

An  Early  Document  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  J.  B.  McCarty  of  6  2  John 
St.,  Albany,  is  an  original  affidavit  of  one  Peter  Hoogtaling,  made  before 
Peter  Lansing,  an  Alderman  of  that  city,  on  the  seventh  of  June,  1776.  It 
certifies  to  the  location  of  a  piece  of  land  near  Coeymans  as  being  “the 
same  on  which  one  Flodder  used  to  roll  down  his  lumber”  and  that  “Cox- 
hackeye  is  a  flat,  and  was  in  ancient  times  called  by  the  Indians  Monak- 
sackik.”  Albany  Evening  Journal,  Jan.,  1897  ;  (compare  Beers’  History, 
page  235). 

With  Mrs.  Vedder's  aid  we  have  compiled  the  following  twenty-five 
spellings  of  Coxsackie  with  the  dates  of  the  documents  in  whicheach appears. 
Surely  you  can’t  beat  the  Dutch  in  this  spelling  contest,  but  can  you  add 
any  others  not  in  this  list  and  show  good  authority  for  them?  So  far  as 
possible,  the  list  follows  the  order  of  date.  Here  they  are: 

Koxhackung,  1  662;  Koixhaeking,  1  667,  which  seems  to  be  nearest  to 
the  original  Indian  form — an  Algonquin  word  meaning  “owl  place,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Pelletreau  in  Beers’  History  page  230,  though  Vedder’s  History 
page  64  suggests  other  derivations  by  good  authorities;  Koxhaexy,  1673, 
is  in  the  deed  to  Barent  Pieterse  Coeymans  in  which  the  first  reference 

f 

is  made  to  “the  highest  place  where  Jacob  Flodder  did  use  to  roll  down 
his  timber;”  the  present  spelling,  Coxsackie,  is  quoted  as  in  deeds  of  1683 
and  1695,  in  Beers,  but  these  seem  to  be  translations  and  may  not  give 
the  original  spellings;  the  older  of  them  is  said  to  be  in  possession  of  Mr. 
E.  C.  Hallenbeck. 

Kockhackingh,  1687;  Kockshacky,  1697;  Coxchachky,  1702,  in  the 
petition  for  the  patent  to  Helmer  Janse  [R.  \V.  Jones];  then  the  following 
four  forms  from  the  Zion  Church  baptismal  records,  Athens:  Kockshaky, 
1706;  Kockshagki,  1710;  Kogshagki,  1711;  and  Koekshagki,  1712,  of 
which  the  last  is  the  commonest  in  these  records  and  seems  nearest  in 
sound  to  our  present  rendering  of  the  first  syllable  as  “cook.” 

From  1711  on,  the  form  Coxsackie,  as  at  present,  competed  with 
others,  often  in  the  very  same  document — such  other  forms  as  Coxhackie, 
1714;  Coxhackev,  1718;  Koxhagkie,  1  729;  Kockshackie,  1732;  Koxhacksie, 
i  1737;  Koksakje,  1738  ;  Koxsackie,  1  743.  In  1772  the  “Coxsackie  district” 
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was  organized  by  law,  thus  giving  this  name  legal  sanction  in  present 
spelling,  but  we  still  find  (’oxhaekeye,  1770  (as  above);  C’oxseghkie,  1  780, 
in  the  petition  against  the  county;  and  finally  in  1  788  the  act  to  organize 
the  township  gives  it  the  official  spelling  COCKSAKIE,  repeated  in  the  act 
of  1790  setting  off  Freehold  from  it.  I'nless  changed  by  later  enactment, 
Cocksakie  is  to-day  the  legal  and  official  name  of  the  town! 

In  a  law  of  1S00  it  appears  as  Ooxo'ckie  (  R.  W.  Jones).  Some  ether 
but  undated  spellings  are  Ko<  Us  Hackie  and  Kuxakee  (  Vedder,  p.  04)  and 
the  curious  form  Koekaci  on  an  old  map  in  the  State  Library  (R.  W.  Jones). 
All  the  other  uncredited  spellings  above  are  from  deeds  quoted  in  Beers, 
pages  30-31,  1  72,  230-248.  I  have  found  no  authority  for  the  “Kaksakee” 
employed  by  a  village  inn,  which  is  farthest  from  the  proper  form  and 
pronunciation.  “Cooksocky”  is  the  accepted  spoken  rendering,  Koixhah- 
king  perhaps  the  original  Indian,  though  O’Callaghan  says  “kaaks-aki”  and 
aki  or  aukee  is  the  usual  Indian  termination  for  “place.”* — C.  Feb.  13,  1930. 

*Add  Coxackie  1  775,  Coxacc-kie  1775,  Coxaechie  1775,  Coxacliie  1770. 
(Cocksakie  as  early  as  17  75  ). 


Our  Ancestors  Quarrelled  [1668-1669] 

over  many  matters  in  the  early  frontier  days  of  Albany.  Life  was  rough 
and  ready.  In  the  corrected  spellings  that  we  add  in  brackets,,  the 
names  in  the  following  extracts  from  the  court  records  will  be  familiar  to 
some  at  least  of  their  many  descendants  in  this  county. 

June  10,  1GG9.  “Hester  Tuercx  [Tjerckse],  wife  of  Herman  Bastiaensz 
[Harman  Bastianse  Visscher],  plaintiff,  against  Uldrick  Kleyn  [Cline; 
the  village  cowlierder],  cowherd.  T  he  plaintiff  says  that  the  defendant 
deliberately  neglected  her  cow  in  the  swamp  and  demands  damages. 

“Baefje  Piters  [Betsey  Peters],  wife  of  Uldrick  Kleyn,  appearing,  says 
that  it  was  not  her  husband’s  fault,  but  that  the  cow  was  a  weak  animal 
and  was  lying  down  on  a  clean  patch  of  ground.  She  also  says  that  her 
husband  gave  notice  of  it  and  that  he  is  not  liable  for  damages. 

“The  honorable  court  having  heard  the  parties  on  both  sides  refer 
them  to  the  overseers  of  the  herded  cattle,  namely  Direk  Wessels  and 
Hendrick  Bries,  who  are  authorized  and  requested  to  bring  the  parties 
together,  if  possible,  and,  if  not,  to  report  to  the  honorable  court,  to 
dispose  of  the  matters  at  issue.” 

June  24,  1G69,  (next  session  of  court).  “Hester  Bastiaens,  plaintiff, 
against  Baeffie  Piters,  defendant.  Case  according  to  the  foregoing  minutes. 
The  plaintiff  demands  of  the  defendant  damages  for  her  neglected  cow. 

“The  defendant  appeals  to  Direk  Wessels,  who.  being  called  to  appear 
before  the  court,  affirms  that  it  was  a  weak  animal  and  that,  when  it  was 
lying  down,  notice  was  given  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  cowherd,  but  that  no 
attention  was  paid  to  it. 

“The  honorable  court  having  heard  the  parties  on  both  sides  nonsuit 
the  plaintiff  and  throw  the  case  out  of  court."  Magistrate  Martten  Ger- 
littsz  [van  Bergen]  was  absent  from  the  bench  on  these  dates. 

Jan  Thomttsz  i  rim  W  ither/:)  was  on  the  bench  with  two  others  when 
the  following  was  tried. 

October  S,  1GG8.  “Herman  Rutgers,  plaintiff,  against  Willem  Telier, 
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defendant.  The  plaintiff  says  that  the  defendant  has  forbidden  him 
through  the  court  messenger  to  fetch  an  ox  from  Cornells  Verway  to  which 
he  is  entitled.  He  therefore  demands  the  reason  why  he  did  so. 

“The  defendant  says  that  the  animal  is  his  until  the  expiration  of  the 
term  and  that  then  one  half  belongs  to  ('eesie  Koenen  [Cornelius  Coon], 
and  that  he  has  no  authority  to  dispose  thereof. 

“The  honorable  court  put  over  the  case  until  the  uext  court  day, 
when  Ceesie  Koenen  is  to  appear  also,  to  give  their  honors  more  infor¬ 
mation.” 

All  these  are  translations  from  the  quaint  Dutch  of  the  records. 

January  21,  1668  (  1669  new  style).  “Presentibus,  the  honorable 
magistrates,  Jan  Verbeeck,  Mr.  Jacob  [Dr.  Jacob  de  Hinsse],  R.  v.  [Ryckart 
van]  Renselaer,  Martten  Gerrittsz  [van  Bergen]  ;  Gerrart  Swart,  officer. 

“The  honorable  officer,  plaintiff,  against  Mr.  Cornelis  [Dr.  Cornelius 
van  Dyck],' and  Jacob  Loockermans,  defendants.  The  plaintiff  says  that 
he  has  caused  these  persons  to  be  cited  to  give  testimony  to  the  truth  that 
they  saw  Herman  Rutgers  beat  Cersten  Frederexsz  [Christian  Frederick- 
son]  and  that  he  called  him  a  thief. 

“The  defendants  deny  that  they  saw  this,  stating  that  they  heard 
some  noise,  but  did  not  know  what  the  matter  was. 

“The  honorable  court  order  the  plaintiff  to  present  further  evidence 
on  the  next  court  day.” 

March  4,  1  668  (1669).  Presentibus  omnibus  preter  [all  except] 
Major  Staas  [Abraham  Staats].  “Gerrart  Swart,  officer  here,  ex  officio 
plaintiff,  against  Herman  Rutgers,  defendant.  The  plaintiff  says  that 
he  was  ordered  by  the  honorable  court  to  produce  proof  that  the  defendant 
beat  Carsten,  the  smith.  Having  intended  to  prove  this  partly  by  witnesses 
and  not  having  been  able  to  secure  these,  he  says  that  he  can  produce  no 
better  testimony  than  that  of  the  deponent,  Cersten  Frederic.xsz,  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  beating. 

“The  defendant  denies  the  offense  and  refers  to  the  testimony  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  minutes. 

“The  honorable  court  having  heard  the  parties  on  both  sides  condemn 
the  defendant  to  pay  the  plaintiff  eight  guilders  in  seawan  [wampum, 
about  $3.35],  with  the  costs  of  the  trial.”  Here,  as  usual,  we  notice  that 
the  officer  “got  his,”  regardless  of  how  strong  the  person’s  defense,  and 
are  reminded  that  it  was  quite  recently  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that 
motorcycle  officers  should  not  receive  a  share  of  the  fines  extorted  from 
speedy  autoists. 

These  records  show  that  in  those  days  the  wife  retained  her  “maiden” 
(or,  rather,  parental)  name  in  legal  matters,  or  at  least  did  not  lose  it. 
This  is  also  noticeable  in  the  old  Dutch  records  of  baptisms,  etc.,  and  is 
very  fortunate  for  our  purposes. — C.  Feb.  Jo,  lh.lt). 


Albany  Had  Dirty  Chimneys  [1GG8-1671] 

back  in  1668,  and  couldn’t  pay  its  taxes.  So  says  the  record.  We  read: 

“Extraordinary  session,  Saturday,  November  28,  1668.  Presentibus 
omnibus. 

“The  honorable  magistrates  of  Albany,  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  and 
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Schaenhechtede,  being:,  on  account  of  the  bad  and  disturbed  condition  of 
the  present  time,  hard  pressed  and  unable  to  raise  and  provide  the  salaries 
of  the  servants  of  the  church  as  well  as  of  the  members  of  the  honorable 
court,  who  owing  to  the  arrears  [of  taxes]  can  not  get  what  is  their  due, 
■therefore,  their  honors,  in  the  name  and  by  authority  of  his  Royal  Majesty 
of  Great  Britain,  being  induced  thereto  by  the  great  necessity  of  a  supple¬ 
mentary  contribution,  have  resolved  and  decided,  as  they  resolve  and  de¬ 
cide  hereby,  to  demand  from  the  commonalty  and  good  subjects,  each 
according  to  his  capacity,  a  voluntary  contribution  according  to  their  dis¬ 
cretion,  hoping  that  they  will  in  all  respects  be  willing  to  consent  thereto. 
Thus  resolved. 

“It  is  also  resolved  to  post  a  notice  that  every  one  must  clean  his 
chimneys  and  also  to  send  to  Schaenhechtede  and  Kinderhoec-k  the  or¬ 
dinance  regarding  the  sealing  of  the  schepel  measures.  [A  schepel  is  a 
Dutch  bushel]. 

“All  inhabitants  of  Albany  are  hereby  ordered  to  clean  their  chimneys 
within  the  space  of  eight  days  from  the  posting  of  this  notice,  in  order 
to  prevent  accidents,  under  the  penalty  provided  by  the  ordinance.” 

But  Schenectady  Had  None  at  all  on  some  of  its  houses.  We  read 
again,  and  an  ancestor  will  be  recognized: 

September  30,  1069.  “Willem  Teller  complains  that  several  people  at 
Schaenhechtede  near  his  farm  and  dwelling  have  no  chimneys  in  their 
houses,  from  which  great  accidents  may  result.  He  requests  therefore 
that  the  honorable  court  will  provide  therein. 

“The  honorable  court  will  provide  therein  and  inform  Sc-hout  van 
Marcken  thereof.” 

February  16,  1671.  “The  honorable  magistrates  of  Albany,  colony 
of  Renselaersw  and  Schaenhechtede,  having  from  trustworthy  sources 
learned  and  been  informed  several  times  that  some  patentees  of  Schae¬ 
nhechtede  in  a  very  dangerous  manner  make  fire  in  their  houses  covered 
[i.  e.  the  houses]  with  straw  and  reed,  which  involves  no  small  danger  to 
their  neighbors;  therefore,  their  honors  aforesaid,  wishing  to  provide 
therein  and  remedy  the  condition  as  much  as  possible,  hereby  order  all  and 
every  one  of  those  whose  houses  are  built  without  chimneys  to  have  them 
built  before  the  first  of  the  month  of  July  next,  under  penalty  of  fl.  f»0  to 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  honorable  officers  and  of  being  in  addition 
prohibited  from  keeping  fire  therein.” 

We  wonder  how  many  of  the  patentees  forfeited  fifty  florins  to  the 
honorable,  the  “sellout”  (pronounced  scout)  Jan  Gerrittsen  van  Marcken 
and  his  comrade  sellout  Captain  Sylvester  Salisbury  of  the  Albany  fort. — 
C.  Feb.  27,  1930. 


The  Ancient  Cannon.  [1G70-1909] 

An  account,  of  Greene  County  Day  observed  during  the  IIudson-Fulton 
Celebration  in  1  909  lias  the  following  item: 

“The  old  brass  cannon  mounted  on  its  gun  carriage,  which  stood  direct¬ 
ly  in  front  of  the  new  court  house  steps,  from  which  Governor  Hughes 
delivered  his  address  on  Greene  County  Day  of  the  Hudson-Fulton  celebra¬ 
tion,  was  a  fitting  emblem  of  ye  olden  times,  to  take  its  place  with  Hudson's 


18 


. 

. 


LEEDS 


Half  Moon  and  Fulton's  Clermont.  The  old  cannon  bears  date  of  1670. 
being  nearly  240  years  old.  It  was  long  past  a  centenarian  when  Fulton’s 
Clermont  first  steamed  up  the  Hudson.  It  has  seen  active  service  in  the 
Revolution,  but  was  retired  from  duty  during  the  Rebellion,  to  be  succeeded 
by  more  modern  guns.  When  the  fleet  was  forming  in  line  for'  its  de¬ 
parture,  directly  in  front  of  Wood  mere  Heights,  the  old  cannon  once  more 
awakened  with  a  parting  salute  to  the  fleet,  and  was  replied  to  heartily 
by  the  entire  squadron.  Once  more  it  has  retired  to  its  home  with  Mr. 
German  on  the  lawn  on  Woodmere  Heights,  perhaps  to  awaken  with  a 
salute  to  the  first  airship  which  will  journey  up  the  Hudson.” 

Can  any  one  tell  us  where  this  old  cannon  is  to-day? — V.  Jan.  16,  1930. 


From  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Leeds  [1675-1881] 

in  England,  to  the  mayor  of  Leeds.  X.  Y.,  comes  a  hand  stretched  out 
across  the  sea  in  friendly  New  Year  greeting.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
our  Historian  we  print  the  letter  in  full,  below,  but  pause  first  to  recall 

that  present  Leeds  was  the  original  Catskill,  its  site  purchased  from  the 

Indians  by  Jan  Bronck  in  167.">  and  soon  settled  by  him.  All  early  ref¬ 
erences  to  Catskill  and  the  Catskill  Church  are  to  Leeds,  the  Catskill  of 

to-day  being  then  Het  Strand  (the  landing).  When  the  landing  outgrew 
the  old  village,  about  1  800,  and  assumed  the  name  (incorporated  1  806), 
the  original  settlement  became  “Madison”  and  so  remained  until  the  era 
of  its  great  industrial  growth. 

For  the  operation  of  the  large  woolen  mills  first  built  by  Samuel 
Harris  and  later  rebuilt  by  the  merchant  prince  A.  T.  Stewart,  hundreds 
of  experienced  workmen  were  brought  over  from  Leeds.  England,  who 
proceeded  to  rename  the  place.  There  is  thus  a  very  definite  bond  between 
the  American  village  and  the  great  British  factory  city.  The  workmen 
mostly  moved  away  following  the  shutdown  in  18S1  after  the  Stewart 
estate  went  into  the  grasping  hands  of  Judge  Hilton  as  executor.  It' 
any  of  these  English  families  or  their  descendants  remain  in  Greene  county, 
will  they  please  let  us  know?  Older  Catskillians  including  the  writer 
well  remember  the  great  brick  buildings,  in  two  groups,  the  disastrous 
fires,  the  rapid  decay  of  the  village  when  the  mills  closed  and  its  re¬ 
juvenescence  lately  by  trolley  and  auto.  Scarce  a  trace  remains  to-day  of 
its  former  activities. — C.  Jan.  9,  1930. 

The  letter  follows,  addressed  to 
“The  Mayor  or  Chief  Citizen, 

Leeds,  Greene  C’o.,  X.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

“Sir, 

GREETIXGS  FROM  LEEDS,  YORKSHIRE. 

“We  send  to  you  and  to  your  fellow  citizens,  a  message  of  friendship 
and  goodwill  from  the  citizens  of  this  great  City  of  Leeds. 

“Xot  without  reason,  we  here  have  a  peculiar  .interest  in  your  Leeds. 
We  are  interested  in  what  you  are  doing,  and  in  your  aspirations  and 
achievements.  For — this  Leeds  and  your  Leeds — are  we  not  bound  to¬ 
gether,  in  some  degree,  by  the  strong  if  intangible  ties  of  identical  nomen¬ 
clature?  And  may  not  our  mutual  kinship  go  even  deeper  than  that,  if  we 
could  hark  back  to  your  corporate  origin  as  a  place  of  human  habitation? 
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“So,  at  this  Season  of  the  year,  we  of  the  larger  Leeds  remember  in 
a  spirit  of  fellowship,  the  “little  brothers,”  if  we  may  use  the  comparison, 
who  bear  our  City’s  name. 

“As  you  may  know,  our  Leeds  dates  back  to  Roman,  and  perhaps  even 
pre-Roman  times.  For  many  centuries  its  growth  was  slow.  The  Domes¬ 
day  Book  records  that  the  parish,  then  of  1,000  acres,  was  tilled  by  35 
farmers.  By  1379  fifty  families  lived  here,  but  by  1395  there  were  four 
clothing  manufacturers  in  Leeds  who  turned  out  120  pieces' of  cloth  a  year. 
Just  over  two  generations  later  Leeds  was  the  fourth  clothing  town  in 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  while  in  1533  the  famous  Leland,  in  his 
“Itinerary,”  described  Leeds  as  a  town  which  “standeth  most  by  clothing.” 

“Still  its  growth  was  comparatively  slow — but  sure — until  the  dawn 
of  the  great  Industrial  Revolution.  From  1775,  when  the  population  was 
17,000,  it  had  grown  so  rapidly  that  by  1801,  its  inhabitants  numbered 
53,000.  Twenty  years  later  Leeds  had  83,000  citizens,  and  in  1861,  the 
population  had  risen  to  207,000.  And  now  the  estimated  population  totals 
482,600. 

“This  growth  of  the  city,  of  course,  ran  parallel  with  its  increasing 
industrial  development.  The  manufacture  of  clothing  on  a  vast  scale,  the 
extension  of  iron  and  steel  works,  printing,  engineering  of  all  kinds,  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  chemicals,  soap,  furniture,  proprietary 
medicines — these  are  but  a  few,  though  the  more  important,  of  its  manifold 
industries. 

“Granted  the  first  Charter  of  Incorporation  in  1626  by  Charles  I.,  in 
1893  Leeds  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  city,  and  four  years  later  the 
Chief  Magistrate  was  elevated  to  the  status  of  Lord  Mayor. 

“This  is  a  sketch,  rough  and  ready  but  accurate,  of  the  evolution  of 
Leeds,  Yorkshire.  We  should  be  happy  to  receive  a  message  from  you,  on 
behalf  of  your  Leeds,  expressing  goodwill  to  our  citizens  and  giving  a  short 
account  of  your  township’s  history. 

“We  are  joined  in  the  greetings  we  send  you  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Leeds  (Mr.  X.  G.  Morrison).” 

(Signed)  Your  sincerely, 

W.  COWPER  BARROXS, 

Editor.  “Yorkshire  Evening  Xews.” 

Q.ur  Historian’s  Address  [1710-1770] 

at  the  memorial  marking  of  the  grave  of  Lieut.  Abraham  Overbagh  on 
Sunday  afternoon  is  of  such  interest  that  we  give  her  address  in  full. 

Mrs.  Verifier  sa.i<l:  “We  come  here  to-day  to  mark  the  grave  of  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  a  grandson  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  beautiful 
Kvkuit  and  Imboght  districts  which  probably  more  than  any  other  spot 
in  Greene  County  suffered  from  fear  of  Indians  and  Tories  during  that  long 
period  of  unrest,  upheaval  and  conflict.  The  great  waterway  on  the  one 
side  and  the  Esopus  road  running  through  it  made  easy  access  to  its 
grassy  plain  of  fertile  farm  land  whore  here  and  there  the  pioneer  had 
built  his  home  and  lived  for  years  without  fear  of  the  Catskill  or  Esopus 
Indians  who  had  never  molested  them. 

“The  Imboght  was  along  tin*  pathway  of.  the  foe  and  it  would  seem 
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THE  OVERBAGHS 


to  us  to  have  taken  greater  courage  to  leave  home  and  family  to  an  un¬ 
certain  fate  to  answer  the  call  of  one’s  country,  than  for  any  other  conflict 
since  that  time.  It  also  took  courage  to  stay  at  home  with  the  great 
responsibility  it  entailed  of  protecting  the  women  and  children  from  harm, 
the  crops  from  destruction,  and  what  was  still  worse,  the  danger  of  being 
carried  captive  to  Canada  which  was  a  daily  menace.- 

“On  an  old  map  of  1  770  fourteen  houses  are  shown  as  being  in  this 
vicinity,  four  of  which  were  those  of  the  Overbaghs,  and  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution  one  at  least  was  used  as  a  refuge  where  the  inhabitants  went  for 
greater  safety  when  the  Mohawks  were  abroad,  or  the  T°ry  encouraged 
by  some  recent  victory  of  the  British  army  threw  caution  to  the  winds  and 
boldly  proclaimed  their  intentions  of  confiscating  their  neighbor's  property. 
At  such  times  cattle  were  driven  to  the  woods,  the  women  and  children 
taken  to  the  strongest  house  for  safety  while  the  old  men  and  boys  patrolled 
the  roads  and  paths,  watched  the  country  from  the  Kykuit  or  lookout  for 
signal  fires,  or  smoke  from  burning  settlements.  When  Vaughn  came  up 
the  river  there  were  many  anxious  hours  and  frequent  trips  to  the  hill 
above,  for  not  only  were  their  homes  threatened  but  they  feared  for 
friends  and  relatives  at  Esopus,  Wiltwyck,  Katsbaan  and  other  places  in 
the  path  of  the  dreaded  enemy.  John  Overbagli  is  said  to  have  “heard  the 
beating  of  drums  at  sunrise  on  the  hostile  ships  at  East  Camp,  and  from 
the  lookout  saw  the  smoke  rising  from  the  burning  house  in  Livingston 
Manor.”  Their  Tory  neighbors  refused  to  sell  them  food  and  gave  them 
much  trouble,  but  this  side  of  life  during  the  Revolution  is  best  passed 
lightly  over.  The  descendants  of  these  same  Tories  are  to-day  loyal  citizens 
and  if  need  arose  would,  and  have,  fought  for  this  country. 

“While  we  have  come  here  to  mark  the  grave  of  Abraham  Overbagli, 
soldier  of  the  American  Revolution,  yet  it  is  fitting  that  we  should  give 
some  thought  to  the  pioneer  who  preceded  him  and  paved  the  way  for 
future  development  of  the  district.  It  was  these  pioneers  and  their  wives 
who  after  all  endured  all  things,  for  the  poorest  of  us  live  a  life  of  luxury 
compared  to  that  of  the  real  pioneer  who  had  no  thought  of  commercial 
gain,  or  ready  money  for  landed  estates,  but  came  seeking  a  home  for  him¬ 
self  and  his  children  where  they  might  enjoy  liberty  of  thought  and  purpose. 

“The  log  cabin  of  the  pioneer  had  no  heat  excepting  that  which  came 
from  the  fireplace.  Their  sleeping  rooms  were  not  as  comfortable  as  our 
garages,  water  must  be  brought  from  the  spring  winter  and  summer,  light 
was  that  from  a  tallow  candle  which  first  had  to  be  moulded  by-  the  “hus 
vrouw”  or  housewife,  whose  days  of  toil  and  anxiety  far  exceeded  that  of 
the  men.  No  physician  to  call  at  a  minute's  notice,  often  a  matter  of 
days,  if  at  all,  no  anesthetic  to  soothe  the  pain.  Imagine  if  you  can  this 
one  phase  of  pioneer  life,  you  who  call  the  family  doctor  for  the  slightest 
illness,  the  wife  or  mother  watching  beside  the  sick  bed  without  physician 
or  nurse  excepting  perhaps  some  neighbor  skilled  in  the  use  of  simple 
remedies,  unable  to  ease  their  suffering,  a  situation  which  would  unnerve 
the  strongest  of  us  and  those  contagious  diseases  which  struck  the  com¬ 
munity  from  time  to  time,  for  which,  there  was  no  known  effective  remedy, 
often  carrying  off  three  and  four  children  in  one  family  during  a  week. 
Truly  they  must  have  been  stout  of  heart  and  abounding  in  faith. 
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“Johan  or  John  Pieter  Overbagh  is  said  to  have  been  a  soldier  in 
France,  sent  to  Cologne  and  Holland  by  Queen  Anne,  and  came  to  America 
in  1710,  at  which  date  his  name  appears  in  the  list  of  Palatines  at  West 
Camp,  a  company  worthy  of  the  highest  honor,  not  excepting  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  former  thriving  burghers  of  the  Rhine,  an  asset  to  the  country. 
His  wife  was  Maria  (Polly)  Thonius  who  died  in  1  732. 

“John  Pieter’s  name  also  appears  in  the  first  list  of  pew  owners, — No. 
0,  near  the  main  entrance — in  the  Dutch  church  built  in  1733  at  Old  Kats- 
k i  11.  As  the  first  service  was  held  in  February  of  that  year  he  was  not 
long  a  member,  .for  he  died  in  1734,  but  very  likely  attended  services  at 
West  Camp  and  Katsbaan  previous  to  this  for  the  pibneer  did  not  draw 
the  line  closely  as  to  creeds  when  there  was  no  church  of  bis  own  particulai 
faith  at  hand,  nor  did  distance  or  bad  roads  binder  his  attendance. 

“He  was  one  of  three  of  that  name  (which  means  “over  the  brook"), 
who  bought  land  in  the  second  division  of  the  Loveridge  Patent  in  1  728. 
The  estate  of  John  Pieter  consisted  of  "140  acres  at  the  Kykuit.”  He  lived 
but  six  years  after  the  purchase  and  there  is  therefore  little  record  of  his 
life  in  this  vicinity  to  be  found.  Nearly  200  .'ears  ago  be  built  the  first 
house  of  logs  at  the  foot  of  this  bill  on  the  north  as  you  enter  the  present 
road.  The  second  house  had  a  frame  of  heavy  timber,  and  planks  formed 
the  walls  which  were  plastered  with  thick  clay  and  (hopped  straw.  It 
was  still  standing  when  the  third  house  was  built  in  1S01  and  which  is 
the  stone  house  you  see  to-day. 

“Rev.  George  Michael  Weiss  was  the  first  domine  at  Old  Katskill  and 
we  assume  the  last  rites  for  the  dead  were  held  on  this  very  spot  in  Sep¬ 
tember  of  1734.  It  was  then  a  meadow  which  the  hands  of  John  Pieter  had 
helped  clear  of  forest  trees,  and  in  imagination  we  can  see  the  mournful 
procession,  the  coffin  upon  a  bier  borne  upon  the  shoulders  of  his  neighbors, 
as  was  the  custom  of  that  day,  his  six  children  following  with  relatives  in 
order  of  kinship,  and  neighbors  from  all  parts  of  “Kocks-Hackie"  and  the 
Great  Imboglit  District.  Their  clothing  was  homespun,  their  slices  made 
on  the  farm,  their  stockings  made  by  patient  fingers,  here  and  there  some 
cherished  garment  of  rich  material  brought  from  the  homeland,  the  knee 
breeches  of  the  men,  low  shoes  with  silver  buckles,  wigs  and  three  cornered 
hats  would  be  a  curious  sight  to-day.  They  returned  to  the  house  in 
inverse  order  where  tobacco,  pipes,  rum  and  oletokes  were  furnished  in 
abundance.  Here  they  lingered  to  talk  in  hushed  tones  of  the  virtues  of  the 
dead,  the  probable  disposal  of  his  property,  or  of  the  crops  lately  gathered 
into  their  barns  or  exchanged  the  news  of. the  day,  mounting  their  horses 
or  disposing  themselves  in  ox  carts  as  the  sun  warned  them,  unless  they 
hastened,  of  a  dark  and  lonely  drive  through  the  forest. 

“At  this  late  day  the  life  of  John  Pieter  Overbagh  can  only  be 
judged  by  the  lives  of  his  descendants.  The  farm  was  divided  between  his 
two  sons  and  they  and  their  descendants  are  recorded  in  history  as  possess¬ 
ing  the  virtues  of  “prudence,  moderation  and  contentment,"  patriots,  always 
ready  to  serve  their  church  or  country.  The  service  of  his  grandson  has 
been  given  and  Manhattan  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
are  honoring  him  to-day  by  a  marker  that  shall  perpetuate  his  memory 
for  years  to  come. 
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DRUMMOND  FALLS 


‘We  are  proud  of  their  deeds  of  valor, 

Of  their  service  to  church  and  state, 

Proud  when  we  see  their  names  enrolled 
With  the  names  of  the  good  and  great; 

But  prouder  still  of  their  daily  lives, 

Simple,  steadfast,  grand, 

Swerving  not  from  the  path  of  right, 

Faithful  to  God’s  command.’  ”* — V.  May  22,  1930. 

*Verses  by  Carrie  Chase  Nesmith. 


Drummond  Falls.  [1718-1796] 

Hidden  from  the  eye  of  man  as  he  passes  along  the  highway  south 
of  Palenville,  near  the  Ulster  county  line  a  little  stream,  Black  Creek  it  is 
called,  slips  silently  over  low  rock  terraces  and  disappears  under  a  farm 
bridge,  without  a  hint  of  future  greatness  which  is  just  around  the  corner, 
where  one  can  look  down  into  a  deep  glen  half  circled  with  steep  ledges, 
moss  covered  and  irregular,  over  which  the  water  spreads  its  dainty  skirts, 
now  turned  to  filmy  whiteness  as  it  falls  into  two  black  pools,  separated 
by  a  gravelly  bank  which  rises  half  the  height  between  them. 

Trees,  shrubs  and  wild  flowers  grow  as  nature  intended  around  and 
below,  shutting  in  this  fascinating  spot  with  no  attempt  on  the  part  of 
man  to  improve  on  nature.  The  little  stream  comes  from  the  mountain 
side  below  Pine  Orchard  and  gives  unceasingly  of  its  waters,  more  or  less 
as  prospered  by  the  rains  of  heaven,  but  never  failing  in  the  years  that 
have  passed  to  send  down  a  white  veil  of  beauty  over  at  least  one  side  of 
the  precipice. 

Looking  down,  one  cannot  doubt  the  nightly  visitation  of  fairies 
dancing  in  the  moonlight  on  the  little  beach,  or  that  the  spirit  of  the  Indian, 
who  is  said  to  have  made  year  after  year  the  long  journey  from  central 
New  York,  that  he  might  sit  for  a  day  in  meditation  at  the  foot  of  one  of 
the  oldest  trees,  conies  back  in  Indian  Summer  time  although  no  human 
eye  sees  him.  His  last  earthly  farewell  to  the  spot  in  the  flesh  was  made 
possible  by  a  young  Indian  of  his  tribe,  who  supported  his  feeble  frame 
that  he  might  once  more  look  upon  the  scene  of  his  youth  before  going  to 
the  “Happy  Hunting  Ground.” 

The  Old  Grist  Mill. 

This  stream  in  the  far  off  past  before  the  Revolution  and  for  many 
years  after,  gave  a  part  of  its  waters  to  a  mill  race  which  ran  the  grist  mill 
of  Hezekiali  Wynkoop.  famous  as  the  place  where  Jacob  Schermerhorn 
carried  his  grist  from  Round  Top  to  be  ground,  and  returning  next  day 
found  his  home  in  ruins  and  the  charred  bodies  of  his  wife’s  parents,  but 
no  trace  of  wife  or  children.  After  a  long  search  he  found  his  family  at 
Timmerman’s  some  distance  away,  she  having  hid  in  the  corn  field  when 
she  saw  the  Indians  coming.  His  young  brother,  Frederick  Schermerhorn, 
was  carried  captive  to  Canada. 

The  mill  was  always  supposed  to  have  been  on  the  Kaaterskill,  but 
that  stream  runs  just  below  the  spot  where  the  old  mill  yet  stands  and 
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it  was  the  little  Black  Creek  which  furnished  the  power  for  grinding  the 
grain  of  the  Wynkoops  and  their  neighbors  for  miles  around.  Traces  of 
the  old  mill  race  can  still  be  plainly  seen.  The  old  mill  stones  now  rest 
on  the  lawn  of  the  present  owner.  Charles  T.  Gwynne,  executive  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  ruins  of  the  stone  house  of  the  Wynkoops  is  not  far  away,  and 
still  shows  that  it  was  a  large  house  of  the  Dutch  pattern  of  that  day, 
with  its  kitchen  and  place  for  slaves,  the  larger  part  occupied  by  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Below  and  fronting  the  house  once  ran  the  highway,  now  a  farm  road 
and  the  Kaaterskill  beyond.  The  frame  work  of  the  first  barn  is  still 
intact,  with  renewed  roof  and  sidfiig.  The  present  house  is  divided  against 
itself,  half  being  in  Greene  County,  and  half  in  Ulster  County.  Few  land 
owners  can  sit  on  their  doorstep  and  be  in  two  counties  at  the  same  time. 

y 

The  Old  Map. 

The  Patent  of  “Kiskatominashe"  included  237  0  acres  and  a  map  of 
1796  shows  1666%  acres  as  subdivided  between  Hezekiah,  Tobias,  and 
Peter  Wynkoop,  Christian  and  Johannes  Myer.  The  grant  was  confirmed 
by  Governor  Hunter  June  11,  17  19.  to  Henry  Beekman  and  Gilbert  Livings¬ 
ton,  the  first  patent  to  Beekman  being  370  acres  granted  in  1718.  It  lay  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town  of  Catskill  and  adjoined  the  Catskill  Patent. 

On  the  map  of  17  96  the  Christian  Myer  house  is  shown  as  on  the 
road  south  from  Britt’s  or  Story’s  Corners,  and  back  of  it  a  burial  place. 
This  is  now  the  home  of  an  artist.  A  short  distance  farther  on  is  that 
of  Tobias  Wynkoop  recently  sold  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hummel  to  Emerson 
Hull  of  Yonkers.  Between  these  two  houses  and  along  the  highway  is 
an  old  stone  which  has  Albany  on  one  side  and  Ulster  on  the  other,  signify¬ 
ing  that  it  was  the  boundary  line  between  these  two  counties  before  Greene 
County  was  formed.  These  stone  houses  are  also  known  as  Abeel  and  Saile 
houses.  Along  the  Kaaterskill  nearly  opposite  the  Christian  Myer  house 
is  a  small  lot  of  two  acres,  designated  as  “Scap-an-es”  or  perhaps  “aw-es." 

There  seem  to  have  been  two  saw  mills  and  falls  on  the  Kaaterskill 
in  this  patent.  How  or  when  the  Wynkoop  Falls  came  to  be  known  as 
Drummond  Falls  has  not  yet  been  determined.  The  house  which  belonged 
to  the  Drummonds  is  shown  on  the  map  of  1796  as  near  these  falls,  but 
on  the  Ulster  County  side  of  the  line,  and  this  map  also  shows  that  the 
Drummonds  laids  claim  to  a  large  piece  of  the  Wynkoop  Patent  which 
included  these  falls. 

This  part  of  the  town  of  Catskill  has  been  neglected  by  local  Histo¬ 
rians,  very  likely  for  the  reason  that  it  borders  on  Ulster  County,  and 
much  of  desired  information  would  have  to  be  sought  in  Kingston.  Mrs. 
Thomas  F.  Rae  of  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  is  interested  in  any  information 
old  residents  might  be  able  to  give,  and  also  where  the  Drummond  family 
is  buried.  It  is  known  that  some  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  [above  men¬ 
tioned]  south  of  Britt's  Corners,  but  it  was  found  impossible  early  in  the 
season  by  members  of  the  Historical  Society  to  get.  a  list  of'  burials  there 
because  of  deep  grass,  shrubs,  and  berry  bushes.  This  will  be  attempted 
later. — U.  Sept.  23.  1930. 
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Some  Old  Documents  [1762] 

found  in  the  papers  of  the  late  William  H.  Van  Orden  reveal  some  hitherto 
unknown  matters  of  legal  importance.  It  is  evident  from  them  that  a  ques¬ 
tion  arose  in  176  2  as  to  the  line  between  Lots  4  and  5  of  the  Loveridge 
Patent,  belonging  respectively  to  William  Van  Orden  and  Abraham  Persen, 
that  each  of  these  gave  to  the  other  a  bond  of  800  Pounds  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  arbitrators,  and  that  the  commissioners  chosen  to  settle  the 
dispute  were  Robert  Livingston,  Jr.,  Harmanus  Wendell,  and  John  R. 
Bleecker.  The  award  of  the  judges  will  be  printed  next  week;  by  courtesy 
of  Mrs.  Van  Orden  we  give  this  time  the  contents  of  a  letter  accompanying 
the  award,  and  the 


Bond  of  Abraham  Persen 

(Minuted  on  outside:  “Ab  Persons  Bond") 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Abraham  Persen  of  the  Grote  In- 
bought  in  the  County  of  Albany  yeomen  am  held  and  Firmly  Bound  unto 
Will:m  Van  Orden  of  the  place  and  County  Af:d  Yeomen  in  the  sum  of 
Eight  Hundred  pounds  of  good  and  Lawfull  money  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
york  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Will: m  Van  Orden  or  his  Certain  Attorney  his 
Exe:ts  adm.rs  or  assigns  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and 
Done  I  bind  myself  my  heirs  Exc.rs  and  Adm.rs  firmly  by  these  presents 
Sealed  with  my  Seal  Dated  this  sixth  Day  of  March  in  the  second  year 
of  the  Reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the  Third  of  Great  Brittain 
France  and  Ireland  King  Defander  of  the  faith  and  so  forth  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-two 

The  Condition  of  this  Obligation  is  such  that  if  the  above  Bounden  Abraham 
Persen  his  heirs  Exc.rs  and  Adm.rs  for  his  and  their  Parts  and  Behalf 
Shall  and  Do  in  all  things  well  and  truely  stand  to  obey  abide  observe  per¬ 
form  fulfil  and  keep  the  award  order  Arhitrement  Judgement  final  End  and 
Determination  of  Robert  Livingston  Junr.  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Livingston 
Harmanus  Wendell  of  the  City  of  Albany  Merchant  and  John  R.  Bleecher 
[sic]  of  the  said  City  Merchant  or  any  two  of  them  Arbitrators  Indifferent¬ 
ly  Chosen  Elected  and  Named  (as  well  on  the  part  and  Behalf  of  the 
above  Named  Abraham  Persen  as  on  the  part  and  Behalf  of  the  above 
Named  Will:m  Van  Orden  to  arbitrate  Award  order  Judge  and  Determine 
of  for  upon  and  Concerning  all  and  all  Manner  of  action  a'nd  actions 
Cause  and  Causes  of  actions  Law  suits  Differences,  Disputes  Ejectments 
Quarrels  Controversions  Traspasses  and  Damages  Concerning  Certain 
boundaries  of  two  Lotts  of  Land  No:  four  and  No:  five  Lying  in  the  County 
af.d  on  the  west  side  of  Hudsons  River  att  a  place  Called  Grote  Inbought 
and  within  the  Limits  and  Boundaries  of  a  Pattent  formerly  Granted  to 
William  Loveridge  so  always  ns  the  said  award  arhitrement  order  Deter¬ 
mination  final  End  and  Judgement  of  the  said  Arbitrators  or  of  any  two 
of  them  for  or  upon  the  premisses  be  made  and  Given  up  in  Writeing  In¬ 
dented  under  their  hands  and  seals  Ready  to  be  Delivered  to  the  said  parties 
in  Difference  on  or  Before  the  first  Day  of  April  now  next  Ensuing  the  Date 
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hereof  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none  Effect  or  Else  to  stand 
and  Remain  in  full  force  and  Virtue. 

(Signed)  Abram  Persn  (Seal) 
Signed  sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  off 
(Signed)  Dirck  Jansen 

(Signed)  Elias  Hasbrouck  .  — C.  A  up.  li,  1930. 

The  Award  of  the  Arbitrators 

fixes  with  precision  the  boundary  line  between  Lots  4  and  5,  owned  by 
Van  Orden  and  Persen  respectively.  This  document  of  1  7 G 2  has  never  been 
made  of  record,  it  would  appear.  It  is  the  property  of  the  Van  Orden 
family  and  now  in  possession  of  Dr.  C.  S.  Van  Orden,  who  owns  the  farm. 
On  the  line  as  thus  awarded  was  laid  out  Van  Olden's  Lane,  running  west¬ 
ward  from  Van  Orden's  Point  (Green  Point)  to  the  Saugerties  road  at 
the  “red  schoolhouse,’’  past  the  old  house  of  Abraham  Persen.  The  exact 
wording  of  this  award  follows: 

“To  all  people  to  whom  this  present  writing  of  award  Indented  shall  Come 
Robert  Livingston  Jun:r  Esq.r  Lord  of  the  Manor  Livingston  Harmanus 
Wendell  of  the  City  of  Albany  Merch't  and  John  R.  Bleecher  of  the  said 
City  Merchant  Arbitrators  Indifferently  Chosen  Elected  and  named  by  and 
Between  William  Van  Orden  of  the  Grote  Inbought  in  the  County  of  Al¬ 
bany  Yeomen  and  Abraham  Persen  of  the  same  place  and  County  Yeomen 
to  Arbitrate  award  order  Judge  and  Determine  all  and  all  manner  of  actions 
Cause  and  Causes  of  actions  Lawsuits  Differences  Disputes  Ejectments 
Quarrels  Controversions  Traspasses  and  Damages  Concerning  Certain  Boun¬ 
daries  of  the  Lotts  of  Land  X:o  four  and  N:o  five  Lying  in  the  County 
Af.d  on  the  west  side  of  Hudsons  River  att  a  place  Called  Grote  Inbought 
within  the  Limits  and  Boundaries  of  a  Pattent  Granted  to  William  Love- 
ridge  att  any  time  before  our  said  Election  had  made  moved  Brought  Com¬ 
menced  sued  Prosecuted  Done  Suffered  Committed  or  Depending  by  or 
Between  the  said  parties  as  by  their  several  Mutual  Bonds  or  Writeings 
Obligatory  of  the  said  Parties  with  Conditions  Therein  Bearing  Date  the 
sixth  Day  of  March  17(52  Relation  being  thereto  had  may  more  fully  and 
at  Large  appear  now  know  pc  that  we  the  said  Arbitrators  in  pursuance 
of  our  said  Election  and  the  power  given  us  thereby  for  Ending  of  all  the 
matters  to  us  therein  submitted  and  for  the  future  peace  and  Quiet  of  the 
said  parties  Concerning  the  Premisses  do  Arbitrate  award  order  Judge  and 
Determine  thereup  as  followeth.  first  we  Arbitrate  award  order  Judge  and 
Determine  that  the  Devision  Line  Between  the  said  Lotts  X : o  four  and 
N:o  five  shall  from  henceforth  and  for  Ever  hereafter  be  and  Remain  in 
Manner  following  that  is  to  say  A  Line  shall  be  Drawn  from  the  Extreme 
part  of  green  point  att  high  waters  mark  on  the  south  end  of  said  green 
point  on  a  north  sixty  Degrees  East  Course  Three  Chains  and  from  the 
End  of  the  said  three  Chains  A  Line  Shall  be  ltunn  North  fifty  five  Degrees 
west  from  the  River  Back  to  a  Creek  Called  Raters  Kill  and  the  Land  to  the 
North  of  said  Last  mentioned  Line  shall  be  and  appertain  to  the  said  Lott 
N:o  four  and  the  Land  on  the  south  side  of  said  Line  shall  be  and  apper¬ 
tain  to  the  said  Lott  X:o  five  and  Lastly  we  do  arbitrate  award  order 
Judge  and  Determine  that  the  said  parties  or  their  Respective  Exe.rs  or 
Adm.rs  shall  Each  of  them  pay  the  one  full  and  Just,  half  of  all  Charges 
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THE  AWARD  OF  THE  ARBITRATORS 


Incured  on  this  Dispute  until  this  clay  In  Witt urs-s  whereof  we  the  said 
Arbitrators  have  to  these  our  present  Indentures  of  award  Interchangeably 
set  our  hands  and  seals  this  Eleventh  Day  of  March  in  the  second  year  of 
his  Majesties  Reign  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  two 

(Signed)  Harmanis  Wendell  (Seal) 
Jn:o  R:  Bleecker  (Seal) 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 

in  the  presence  off 

Rob.  Livingston  Jun  (Seal) 

[Robert  Livingston  haviii^  set  his  signature  in  the  space  intended 
for  the  witnesses,  these  signed  a  new  statement  written  vertically  into  the 
broad  left  margin,  thus:] 

Signed  sealed  and  Delivered 
In  the  presence  off  us 
Direk  Jansen 
Petrus  Wynkoop  Jun” 

The  handwriting  of  the  last  (Wynkoop)  is  that  of  the  award  and  of 
the  bond  of  Abraham  Persen.  hut  not  that  of  the  accompanying  letter.  Xor 
does  the  handwriting  of  the  letter  agree  with  any  of  the  signatures,  though 
the  grand  flourish  on  the  initial  of  Gentlemen  is  like  the  flourish  on  the 
first  initial  in  John  R.  Bleecker’s  signature  to  this  letter— lacking  on  his 
signature  to  the  award.  The  nearest  hand  is  that  of  Elias  Hasbrouck,  and 
it  is  possible  that  he  penned  the  letter. — ('.  x<-i>t.  tu.it). 

With  the  Award  was  the  following  letter,  which  refers  to  the  place  on 
the  Kaaters  Kill  formerly  crossed  by  a  covered  bridge  on  the  way  to  High 
Falls,  where,  in  the  Indian  language,  the  ‘‘water  all  goes  in  a  hole.” 

Gentlemen 

In  the  Dispute  Between  you,  Concerning  the  Devision  Line  of  the 
Lotts  No.  four  and  five  was  the  only  thing  that  was  Left  to  our  Judge¬ 
ment  as  may  appear  by  your  Respective  Bonds,  Nevertheless  we  think  it 
Incumbent  on  us  to  give  you  our  opinion  about  the  place  on  Caters  Kill 
called  Quatawighnack  as  it  appeared  by  the  natural  marks  and  appearances 
to  us  when  we  were  upon  the  premisses,  which  place  we  take  to  be  the  hole 
on  the  East  Side  of  Said  Creek  near  where  Spans  Fench  [Spann's  fence?] 
now  Stands  and  not  the  Little  hole  where  McDowals  Line  Brought  us  to 
the  Said  Creek;  this  we  Inform  you  of  Gentlemen  to  prevent  as  much  as  in 
us  Lays  further  Disputes  that  may  arize  about  the  Same.  Manor  Livingston 
the  Eleventh  of  March  1  7 tl 2 
To  Mess.  William  Van  orden 
and  Abraliam  persen 

(Signed) ^  Rob: t  Livingston  Jun 
Harmanis  Wendell 
Jno.  R:  Bleecker 

— C.  Aug.  1\,  19,10. 
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Why  “Indenture”?  [1767] 

The  answer  is  given  by  an  old  deed  of  ITt'.T  found  among  the  papers 
of  the  late  William  H.  Van  Orden  and  now  in  possession  of  his  brother, 
Dr.  Chauncey  S.  Van  Orden  of  the  Eniboght.  The  top  of  this  large  single 
sheet  (larger  than  a  page  of  this  newspaper)  is  cut  in  a  wavy  line — with 
indentations,  so  to  speak.  Someone  else  received  a  perfect  duplicate  of 
this  deed,  whose  indentations  will  fit  exactly  into  those  of  this  one. 
Hence  “indenture.” 

Since  this  document  has  been  recorded  at  Albany,  we  do  not  print  all 
the  tiresome  “metes  and  bounds,”  but  only  such  portions  as  may  have 
interest  for  our  general  readers. 

A  Deed  of  Temperance. 

This  Indenture  made  this  twenty  fourth  Day  of  Jully  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  Hundred  Sixty  Seven  Between  Temperance  Van 
Orden  of  the  Great  Imboght  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  Province  of  New 
York  Widow  of  William  Van  Orden  late  of  the  same  Place  Weaver  Deceased 
of  the  one  Part,  and  Egenadeus  Van  Orden  of  the  same  place  of  the 
other  Part 

Whereas  William  Loveridge  of  perth  Amboy  in  the  Province  of  New  Jersey 
Deceased  Father  of  the  said  Temperance  Van  Orden  Stood  possessed  in  his 
Life  Time  of  a  Certain  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land  in  Fee  Simple,  Situate 
lying  and  being  on  the  West  Side  of  Hudson’s  River  or  the  North  River  in 
the  County  of  Albany  and  Province  of  New  York  Stretching  from  the 
Mouth  of  Catskill  or  the  Kill  where  the  said  William  Loveredge's  House 
and  Barn  stands  Southward  along  Hudson’s  River  or  the  North  River  till 
over  the  half  of  the  Great  [blank  space]  or  Bay  where  the  Trees  arc 
marked  WL.  and  runs  up  from  the  Said  River  Westward  to  a  Falls  of 
Water  called  the  Raters  Kill,  the  Fall  of  water  being  called  by  the  Indians 
Quatawichnaach  and  so  along  the  last  [?  east]  Side  of  Raters  Rill  or 

Creek  till  where  the  said  Creek  runs  into  the  Creek  Called  Rats  Rill  and  so 

along  Rats  Kill  till  a  Man  comes  to  the  House  and  Barn  of  William 
Lovereclge  aforesaid  and  from  theme  to  the  Great  River  AihI  Whereas  the 

Said  William  Loveredge  did  by  his  Will  &  Testament  in  Writing  bearing 

Date  the  lS.th  Day  of  February  anno  Domine  1702  Give  Devise  and  Be¬ 
queath  unto  his  Wife  Margaret  Loveredge  all  his  real  Estate  to  be  Sold 
by  her  or  otherwise  Dispose  of  as  she  shou’d  think  fit.  and  further  that  the 
Lands  remaining  unsold  or  undisposed  of  after  the  Decease  of  his  said 
Wife  Marguaret  shou'd  be  equally  divided  amongst  his  surviving  Children, 
And  Whereas  the  said  surviving  Children  whp  were  five  in  Number,  Will¬ 
iam  Loveredge,  Wald  ran  Loveredge.  Margaret  the  wife  of  Alexander 
M:cDowall,  Temperance  the  wife  of  William  Van  Orden  tfc  Hannah  Love¬ 
redge  (which  sd  Win  &  Waldron  Loveredge  having  first  conveyed  their 


right  or  Share  to  Michiel  Van  Veghten  &  Jannetje  his  Wife.  —  ....  after 
Decease  of  their  said  Mother  Margaret,  mutually  agreed  to  divide  the 
above  said  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land,  into  five  Equal  Lots . made 


and  executed  14. th  Day  of  April  anno  Domine  1719  Together  with  Maps 
returned  by  their  Surveyor  ....  and  by  Division  Lot  N.o  Four  fell  unto 
the  said  Temperance  Van  Orden  the  Wife  of  William  Van  Orden . 
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having  by  their  certain  Deed  of  Conveyance  made  and  executed  the  27tli 
Day  of  September  1722.  Conveyed  the  said  Lot  of  Land  X.o  4  .  .  .  .  unto 
Waldram  Du  Mond  of  Kingston  in  t lie  County  of  Ulster  and  Province  of 
New  York  and  the  said  Waldram  Du  Mond  having  by  his  Certain  Deed 
bearing  Date  the  29th  Day  September  Anno  Domine  1  7  22.  for  and  in 
Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  Current  Money  of  New 
York,  reconveyed  the  same  Lot  of  Land  X.o  4  unto  the  same  William  Van 
Orden  and  Temperance  Van  Orden  his  Wife  .... 

Now  this  Indenture  Witnessetli  that  the  said  Temperance  van  Orden  for 
and  in  Consideration  of  the  Natural  Love  and  affection  which  she  has  and 
beareth  unto  the  said  Egenadeus  Van  Orden  .  .  .  [etc.] 

her 

(Signed)  Temperance  (L)  Van  Orden  (Seal) 

mark 


Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  the  Presence  of 
Andries  Eh  man  n 
Henderiek  Burhans 
I  Christ. r  Tappen 

Be  it  remem  bred  that  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of- January  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one  personally 

appeared  before  me  Robert  Yates  Esquire  one  of  the  Puisne'  Judges  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  Indicature  of  the  state  of  New  York  Hendrick  Burhans 

who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  h(ol)y  Evangelists  of  almighty  God  deposeth 

and  saitli  that  lie  saw  the  (within)  named  Temperance  Van  orden  seal 

and  deliver  the  within  Instrument  as  her  voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the 

uses  therein  mentioned,  and  that  lie  this  deponent  together  with  Christopher 

Tappen  &  Andries  Ehmaan  severally  subscribed  their  names  as  witness 

to  the  Execution  thereof,  and  1  having  examined  the  said  Instrument  and 

finding  and  finding  [sic]  therein  no  material  Ruzures  Interlineations  or 

obliterations  other  than  those  noticed  before  Execution  do  allow  the  same 

to  be  recorded.  , 

(Signed)  Robert  \ates 

Recorded  in  the  Clerks  office  of  the  City  and  Coun(ty  of)  Albany  in  Liber 
K  of  Deeds  Pages  270  &c.  ex.d  an(d  by  me)  Compared  this  second  day  of 


March  17SIc 


(Signed)  V  Mat:  Visscher  Clk 


(Words  and  parts  of  words  destroyed  in  the  frayed  margin  of  the 
original  are  supplied  in  parenthesis). — -C.  Sept,  tl,  I'JdO. 


A  “Delicious"  Old  Sampler  [1771] 

came  to  our  notice  lately.  It  belongs  to  Mr.  L.  B.  Lampman  of  Coxsackie 
and  bears  the  following  quaint  sentiment  worked  in  various  shades  of  blue: 

“A.  D. 

1771 

‘‘How  pleasant  it  is  at  the  Close  of  the  Day, 

No  Follies  to  have  to  repent. 

But  reflect  on  the  Past  and  be  able  to  say 
That  my  Time  has  been 

PROPERLY  SPENT.” 
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This  is  on  a  cloth  about  eighteen  inches  square — the  workmanship 
perfect.  Can’t  you  picture  the  little  maker,  name  now  unknown,  in  those 
pre-Revolutionary  days  doubtless  a  loyal  little  subject  of  old  King  George, 
sitting  with  the  family  circle  and  forcing  her  awkward  fingers  to  learn 
the  deft  stitches  while  her  soul  was  absorbing  the  sentiment  of  the  verse? 
They  made  sturdy  stock  in  the  quiet  home  life  of  those  old  days. 

And  in  an  Old  House  we  have  seen  a  real  Revolutionary  “cocked  hat" 
that  we  should  have  a  proper  museum  case  to  exhibit,  when  it  comes  to  us, 
together  with  the  real  “carpet  bag”  that  goes  with  it.  How  much  we 
need  a  home  for  the  Society,  with  an  historical  museum  of  Greene  County! 
There's  something  to  work  for. — C.  Mar.  13,  1930. 

Burial  tipoons  are  something  new  to  us.  We  have  always  associated 
.spoons  with  births,  not  deaths,  and  in  our  childhood  lamented  that  we  were 
not  born  with  a  silver  one  in  our  mouth,  but  who  of  our  readers  ever  saw 
a  “burial  spoon”? 

As  I  understand  it,  when  a  person  of  prominence  was  buried,  each  of 
the  bearers  received  a  silver  tablespoon  on  which  was  engraved  the  name 
of  the  departed  and  the  date  of  his  death,  while  on  the  reverse  side  was 
placed  the  monogram  of  the  recipient.  Such  a  spoon  is  therefore  a  valu¬ 
able  record  of  the  date  at  which  the  man  died. — C.  July  3,  1950. 


The  Committee  of  Correspondence  [1775] 

was  the  backbone  of  the  Revolution,  but  who  of  us  ever  heard  of  it?  A 
big  volume  from  Albany,  prepared  by  our  then  State  Historian,  Ur.  Sulli¬ 
van,  gives  us  the  actual  minutes  of  this  energetic  body,  a  handful  of  men 
meeting  day  after  day,  often  twice  a  day,  risking  lives  and  fortunes  to 
win  freedom  for  America.  And  they  had  their  troubles,  a  plenty. 

Right  here  in  Catskill — then  the  “District  of  the  Grote  Imboght” — 
David  Abeel  and  John  Van  Olden  were  surrounded  by  British  spies  and 
Tories,  yet  managed  to  be  frequently  at  Albany  in  these  secret  conclaves. 
Abeel  paid  for  it,  as  we  all  know,  through  his  capture  by  the  Indians  and 
terrible  trip  to  Canada  (see  Beers'  history,  pages  103-1  05). 

On  May  10,  177.',  these  two  men  first  attended  the  meeting,  bringing 
the  report  of  John  B.  Dumond  from  Grote  Imboght.  From  “German  Camp” 
came  John  Kortz,  Jr.,  and  Philip  Rockefeller,  and  Col.  Ten  Broeck  made 
a  verbal  report  for  that  locality.  Hendrick  (Henry)  Van  Bergen,  Philip 
Conine,  James  Barker  (not  the  “patroon"?),  Matthias  “Van  Lone”  and 
Henry  Oothout  represented  the  “Districts  of  Cocksakie  and  Katskill.” 

Repeatedly  we  find  some  of  these  men  in  attendance.  June  29  there 
were  added  from  Grote  Imboght,  John  Baptist  Dumond,  Henry  (Hendrick) 
Fiero  and  John  Person  (also  written  Perse);  Oct.  4  from  German  Camp, 
Peter  Rose  and  Wessel  Ten  Broeck.  An  election  in  Xov.,  1775,  added  for 
"Coxackie,”  John  L.  Bronck,  Philip  Bronck,  William  Van  Bergen,  Samuel 
Van  Vegliten  and  Albartus  Van  Loon;  for  German  Camp,  Joseph  Linking. 
By  177S  we  find  also  Richard  and  Peter  Bronck  from  Coxackie.  The 
(•lection  that  January  returned  from  Grote  imboght  only  Henry  Mendersea 
(Mynderse),  Zaclnirius  Dederick.  Christian  Mire  (Meyer),  Johannis  Sax 
and  Frederick  Marten;  to  German  Camp  it  added  Barrenluirde  (Bernard) 
Albarte. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE 


Descent  from  any  of  these  patriotic  men  surely  confers  eligibility  to 
D.  A.  R.  or  S.  A.  R.  (Sons). 

Troubles  Arose  between  our  towns  when  they  had  to  unite  in  choosing 
officers.  On  Sept.  5,  1  7  7  5.  the  committee  considered  the  following  petition: 

"To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  City  of  Albany 

“Whereas  the  Committees  for  the  Districts  of  Coxackie  and  the  Great 
Imboght  having  this  day  met  for  the  purpose  of  Electing  t lie  Field  Officers 
to  Command  the  Battalion  or  Regiment  of  t lie  said  Districts 

“A  difference  arose  whether  the  Great  Imboght  District  should  have 
the  same  Priviledge  of  Electing  them,  as  the  Coxackie  District,  That  the 
said  Coxackie  Committee  did  not  chuse  to  Vote  without  having  the  Privi- 
ledge  of  Electing  the  Colonel  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  their  District,  which 
the  Committee  for  the  said  District  of  the  Great  Imboght  could  by  no  means 
allow  of. 

“That  the  Committee  for  the  said  District  of  the  Great  Imboght,  then 
offered  to  accept  of  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Adjutant,  and  allow  them 
(the  Committee  of  the  Coxackie  District)  the  other  three  (as  the  said 
Committee  understand  there  are  to  be  five  field  officers )  which  they  also 
refused  to  accept  of,  That  the  said  Great  Imboght  Committee  then  offered 
to  put  it  to  Vote  for  the  chusing  the  field  Officers,  which  the  other  Com¬ 
mittee  likewise  refused  to  agree  to —  That  the  said  Committee  was  there¬ 
fore  Obliged  to  break  up,  without  electing  any  of  the  field  Officers — - 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

“Gentlemen 

Your  Most  Ob’t  Servants. 

David  Abeel  Committee  for 

John  Ii.  Dumond  the  District  of 

Hendrick  t'eere  Great  Imboght. 

John  Person 

“Great  Imboght  Sept’r  iith:  1775.” 

And  the  committee  then  resolved  “that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Members  of  the  Committees  of  the  Districts  of  Coxackie  and  the  great 
Imboght  to  go,  together  and  make  out  a  list  of  the  Persons,  whom  they 
would  chuse  to  be  recommended  for  field  Officers.”  This  soothing  advice 
must  have  been  taken,  for  on  Sept.  20  we  find  that  by  “a  return  of  the 
field  Officers  for  the  District  of  Coxackie  and  the  great  Imboght,  it  appears 
that  the  following  Persons  were  recommended,  to  wit 
Anthony  Van  Bergen  Colonel 
Cornelius  Du  Bois  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Iguas  Van  Order  first  Major 
John  L.  Bronek  Second  Major 
John  Ten  Broeck  Adjutant 
Habartis  Van  Loan  Quarter  Master 

“And  the  above  Persons  being  approved  by  this  Board,  Ordered  that 
they  be  recommended  accordingly  to  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  Com¬ 
missioned.” 

So  Great  Imboght  got  its  Lieutenant  after  all,  and  first  major  (Ignatius 
Van  Orden)  as  well  as  adjutant.  Also  we  have  another  spelling  of  Coxsackie, 
in  the  petition. 
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The  Oath  of  Secrecy  for  admission  to  this  band  of  patriots  was  signed 
also  by  other  names  familiar  to  our  county,  some  of  them  almost  as  much 
residents  here  as  in  Albany  or  wherever  else  they  served.  Chief  among 
these  is  Goose  or  Gozen  Van  Schaick,  who  served  for  the  first  ward  of 
Albany  from  May  25,  1775,  and  seldom  missed  a  meeting.  There  are.  also 
liezekiah  Van  Orden,  “Xeeoles  Veder”  t.see  the  Hip  Van  Winkle  story), 
Teunis  T.  Van  Vechten  (born  in  Catskill),  and  others.  In  these  signatures 
we  note  the  spellings  Philip  Connyne,  Friederiek  Marden,  and  William 
Vanbergen,  and  that  our  Van  Vechtens  used  the  c,  not  g. — C.  Feb.  13,  1930. 


A  Story  of  Captivity.  [1778-1852] 

In  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Xew  York  State  Historical  Associa¬ 
tion  of  July  1930  there  is  a  narrative,  contributed  by  Mrs.  Charlotte  T. 

Luekhurst,  of  the  captivity  of  Mrs.  Jane  Whittaker,  daughter  of  Sebastian 
Strope  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  then  living  in  Bradford  County,  Penna. 

Sebastian  Strope  was  the  son  of  Johannes  Strope  who  lived  in  a  log 
cabin  on  what  is  now  the  farm  of  Harrison  Jones  near  Round  Top.  Johan¬ 
nes  and  his  wife  were  killed  b.\  the  Indians  and  their  house  burned  (see 
page  33  of  Greene  County  History),  during  the  Revolution  and  Jacob 
Schermerhorn  who  was  stopping  over  night  there  was  carried  captive  to 
Canada. 

Mrs.  Whittaker  went  West  in  the  autumn  of  1S50  with  her  son  Oliver 
and  died  at  Toulon,  Stark  County,  Ill.,  in  1S52.  It  is  believed  that  the 
story  of  her  captivity  has  never  before  been  printed.  With  her  parents 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  she  had  removed  from  Catskill  to  Pennsylvania 
five  years  before  the  massacre  at  Wyoming  and  in  17  78  her  mother  with 
six  children  and  her  grandparents  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Van  Valkenburgh) , 
who  had  also  come  from  (  atskill.  were  captured. 

Thirteen  Indians. 

The  Indians  numbered  thirteen,  among  them  three  squaws,  and  the  * 

family  were  at  breakfast  when  captured.  Mrs.  Whittaker's  father  had 
gone  to  Wyoming  to  procure  a  guard  for  his  family  to  take  them  to  a 
place  of  safety,  having  obtained  information  from  a  friendly  Indian  that 
the  settlement  was  to  be  molested.  He  returned  with  the  guard  next  day 
only  to  find  the  house  burned  and  his  family  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 

For  three  years  he  heard  nothing  of  his  family  or  they  of  him,  excepting 
rumors  that  he  had  been  slain. 

Mrs.  Whittaker  was  about  eleven  years  old  when  the  capture  took 
place.  The  Indians  took  them  to  Tioga  Point  and  gave  them  as  prisoners 
to  the  English  under  Butler,  while  they  returned  to  raid  Wyoming.  The 
captives  were  not  abused  but  were  obliged  to  get  their  living  by  picking 
berries  in  the  field  and  were  given  no  bread  or  salt.  When  they  reached 
Bainbridge  they  were  given  the  privilege  of  cooking  at  a  fireplace,  and  the 
resemblance  of  a  tent  was  made  by  wea\ing  bushes  together  at  the  top. 

Here  they  had  plenty  of  eels  and  fish  and  were  finally  sent  on  to  Fort 
.Niagara,  travelling  twenty  miles  the  last  day  and  then  to  Lachine,  reach¬ 
ing  there  in  winter  where  they  were  obliged  to  shovel  snow  to  make  a 
place  for  the  hemlock  boughs  of  their  bed.  They  suffered  greatly  from 
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cold  and  exposure  and  in  May  of  1781  were  returned  to  Montreal  travelling 
on  the  ice  and  in  August  set  out  on  the  return,  a  company  of  300  in  all 
to  be  exchanged. 

Back  to  Catskill. 

At  Whitehall  they  were  furnished  with  carts  and  vehicles  of  all  kinds 
to  take  them  to  Albany  where  they  met  the  father  who  had  read  their 
names  in  the  exchange  list,  and  he  brought  them  to  Catskill  where  they 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Everything  had  been  burned  at  their 
home  in  Wysox  and  their  cattle  carried  away. 

Mrs.  Whittaker’s  maiden  name  was  Jane  Strope,  her  mother  Lydia 
Van  Valkenburgh  Strope,  her  father  Sebastian  Strope.  She  married  Jere¬ 
miah  White  and  second  Gideon  Whittaker.  This  narrative  is  an  interesting 
one  touching  as  it  does  the  history  of  Greene  County,  and  describing  in¬ 
cidents  of  the  family’s  captivity,  Queen  Esther  of  Sheshequin  and  her 
castle  on  the  Chemung,  of  Brandt  and  the  festivals  of  the  Indians,  such 
as  the  Maple  Sugar  Dance,  the  Green  Corn  Dance  and  the  Strawberry 
Festival. 

Mrs.  Whittaker  also  adds  her  testimony  that  Brandt  was  not  among 
those  at  the  horrible  massacre  at  Wyoming  which  has  been  a  disputed 
point.  She  says  “I  saw  Brandt  at  Fort  Niagara  and  his  family.  I  do  not 
recall  seeing  him  at  Tioga  Point  when  the  expedition  was  fitting  out  for 
Wyoming,  or  on  its  return.  I  think  I  should  have  recollected  it  if  I  had 
ever  seen  him  before.  I  knew  the  English  officers,  heard  their  names  and 
also  the  Indian  in  command,  but  it  was  not  the  man  they  called  Brandt  at 
Fort  Niagara.  I  was  young,  to  be  sure,  but  things  made  a  great  impression 
then.  He  wore  at  Fort  Niagara,  a  blue  broadcloth  blanket  with  red  border 
and  had  epaulets.  He  was  tall,  rather  thin  and  his  expression  frightfully 
fierce.  He  looked  in  his  fine  dress  and  shining  epaulets,  splendid  to  my 
childish  eyes.” 

Clothes  in  Rags. 

“When  we  reached  Niagara  our  clothes  were  in  rags.  They  then  let 
my  grandfather,  Mr.  Van  Valkenburgh,  out  of  confinement  and  he  went 
with  ?  friend  by  the  name  of  Herkimer  who  had  been  a  schoolmate  of  my 
father’s  near  Catskill,  and  at  this  time  kept  a  wholesale  store  near  the 
Fort,  and  he  told  my  grandfather  to  bring  all  his  folks  in  and  he  would 
supply  them.  He  did  so.  and  we  each  had  presents  of  two  new  dresses  and 
the  boys  new  clothes.  He  was  a  Tory  to  be  sure,  but  a  clever  fellow  if 
he  was.  He  called  my  grandfather  a  rebel  but  he  said  that  he  could  not 
forget  that  my  father  and  he  had  been  boys  together.” 

Sebastian  Strope  after  the  Revolution  lived  and  died  on  the  same  farm 
where  his  family  had  been  captured.  Minor  Strope  of  Plover,  Wisconsin, 
a  descendant,  writes  in  ISA  A  stating  that  there  was  then  a  living  witness 
to  the  statements  of  Mrs.  Whittaker,  his  aged  father  Isaac  Strope  and  her 
brother  whose  “head  is  whitened  by  the  frosts  of  more  than  eighty  winters. 
He  resides  in  Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  and  well  remembers  his  captivity,  suffer¬ 
ings  and  return  to  the  old  farm  at  Wysox.  Penna."  There  were  two  other 
sons,  John  and  Henry. —  V.  Oct.  9,  HhiU. 
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The  Town  of  Durham.  [1782?-18S0] 

That  part  ot'  Greene  county  known  as  the  town  of  Durham,  judged  by 
other  than  a  relief  map.  would  give  one  the  impression  of  a  rolling  country 
with  little  of  striking  scenic  beauty,  belonging  as  it  does  to  what  is  known 
as  the  valley  section  of  the  county.  Viewed  from  the  Mohican  trail  at 
East  Windham,  a  stranger  would  naturally  suppose  it  could  scarcely  lay 
claim  to  mountain  scenery,  for  from  this  elevation  the  valley  stretching 
from  the  foot  of  the  Catskills  to  the  Berkshires  is  a  vast  map  of  woods, 
fields  and  little  villages,  from  which  deep  glens  and  turbulent  streams  are 
obliterated. 

Prom  Mitchell  Hollow  through  Blakesley’s  Notch,  a  road  at  first 
narrow  and  steep,  with  an  easier  grade  as  you  descend,  winds  along  the 
side  of  Mt.  Nebo  (or  is  it  Mt.  Hayden?  Maps  seem  to  differ),  then  follows 
a  high  ridge  by  which  you  can  finally  reach  “Prink”  or  the  village  of 
Durham.  Below  you,  as  you  pass  along  this  ridge,  is  a  deep  valley  beyond 
which  is  another  high  ridge,  while  looking  farther  still,  the  country  seems 
to  sweep  gradually  up  to  the  skyline.  Behind  you  is  Mt.  Pisgah,  with 
feet  in  the  valley,  and  Mt.  Nebo,  which  stretches  out  more  leisurely  into 
the  ridge  you  are  following. 

Having  descended  the  steepest  part  of  the  trail  along  the  side  of  the 
mountain  one  comes  to  the  parting  of  the  ways,  the  road  on  the  right  lead¬ 
ing  to  Cornwallville.  Near  the  intersection  of  the  roads  seventy  or  more 
years  ago  lived  one  of  the  later  pioneers,  John  Parks,  who  came  from  the 
City  of  New  York,  where  he  lived  in  Christopher  street  and  had  two  cows, 
for  which  he  rented  pasture  near  by.  He  had  saved  money  enough  to  buy 
this  pasture  (to-day  worth  millions)  but  decided  to  buy  this  farm  on  the 
mountainside.  His  oldest  child,  Alexander,  was  about  eleven  years  of  age. 
Here  he  raised  a  large  family. 

A  Lonely  Spot. 

It  must  have  been  a  lonely  spot!  Cut  off  in  winter  from  what  little 
companionship  there  might  be  on  other  scattered  farms,  by  drifting  snow 
sweeping  up  between  the  ridges  in  blinding  fierceness  and  filling  the 
rough  roads  beyond  all  “breaking  out"  with  ox  team  or  horses,  for  there 
was  no  snow  machinery  such  as  we  have  to-day. 

To  these  pioneers  the  beautiful  and  every  changing  view,  after  its 
first  newness  wore  away,  must  have  meant  little,  busy  as  they  were  clear¬ 
ing  the  land,  taking  care  of  the  stock,  seeking  lost  calves  and  lambs 
upon  the  mountain  side,  drawing  and  cutting  wood  for  the  immense  wood 
piles,  the  replicas  of  which  can  still  be  seen  at  some  of  the  farm  houses, 
cheerful  to  look  at  as  one  passes  by.  speaking  of  comfortable  kitchen  and 
living  room  when  zero  weather  shall  come,  a  cheerful  and  homelike  at¬ 
mosphere  to  which  radiators  are  not  comparable,  although  very  likely  now. 
outside  the  big  kitchen,  there  is  furnace  heat. 

There  are  few  houses  along  this  road,  which  grows  smoother  as  you 
descend,  and  most  of  these  are  equipped  with  electric  plants,  telephones 
and  other  modern  inventions  which  make  life  much  more  livable  titan  in 
the  eighteen  hundreds,  while  motor  car  demands  open  roads  even  in  winter. 


34 


1W9T  trfT  %. 

■ 

. 


jtism&t-m 


-i-y^  /,fr' tMMkfc -» n**  •’<-  >'►* •*  V  '  -1* ;  ■  *J*t  ***-?*•  ‘ '  w"*'  '*'*“**' 


1753029 

TOWN  OF  DURHAM 


Uncle  Daniel  Simmons. 

Keeping  to  the  left  a  long  sweep  downward  across  Durham  creek,  a 
short  sleep  grade,  and  we  nose  carefully  out  of  the  narrow  road  into  the 
main  street  of  Durham  village.  On  the  corner  still  stands  the  red  brick 
house  which  in  my  childhood  was  that  of  Uncle  Daniel  Simmons.  He  had 
a  general  store  next  on  Main  street.  This  house  was  the  objective  of 
those  long  rides,  sixty  years  ago,  usually  in  winter,  when  the  sleighing  was 
good,  well  provided  with  hot  soap  stones  and  buffalo  robes,  under  which  a 
small  child  could  crawl  to  the  sleigh  bottom  if  the  mountain  air  became 
too  keen  for  comfort. 

It  was  a  long  journey  from  Leeds,  of  from  four  to  six  hours,  according 
to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  tedious  for  a  youngster  in  summer,  sitting 
on  a  stool  in  the  back  of  a  “spring  wagon’’  without  a  top,  and  much  worse 
in  winter  although  a  stop  was  made  at  Walter’s  hotel  in  Cairo.  The  stone 
bridge  near  Durham  was  always  a  welcome  sight,  and  it  was  with  stiffened 
limbs  that  one  descended  from  the  high  wagon  to  the  immaculately 
scrubbed  stepping  stone  and  the  white  floor  of  Aunt  Samyra’s  summer 
kitchen.  In  the  house  next  Uncle  Daniel’s  store  at  one  time  lived  Aunt 
Samantha  and  Uncle  Deacon  Lem  Baldwin.  Afterward  they  moved  to  the 
farm  up  Prink  hill. 

In  this  house  the  wedding  of  the  only  daughter  Mary  to  Luman  Rams- 
dell  was  a  great  event,  and  made  an  indelible  impression  along  with  the 
tedious  morning  prayers  and  scripture  lesson  of  Uncle  Daniel,  and  the 
picture  on  the  wall  of  his  only  son,  Charles,  who  died  in  a  rebel  prison. 
There  were  plenty  of  books  and  papers,  religious  most  of  them,  but  being 
a  devourer  of  literature  of  any  kind  from  story  book  to  sermon  a  lover  of 
words,  the  longer  and  more  euphonious  the  better,  whether  understood  or 
not,  these  with  the  daily  trip  helping  drive  the  cow  to  and*  from  the  pasture 
by  the  bridge,  were  diversions  which  made  the  time  pass  quickly. 

Meeting  a  Circus. 

An  adventure  was  meeting  a  circus  on  what  is  known  as  “Broadway,” 
a  long  stretch  of  road  before  entering  Durham  village.  The  horses  refused 
to  share  the  road  with  the  elephant,  not  even  turning  their  heads  to  the 
stone  wall  sufficed,  and  father  was  obliged  to  unhitch  them  from  the  wagon 
and  drive  them  into  the  field.  Even  then  it  was  difficult  to  hold  the  ter¬ 
rified  animals.  But  while  all  this  was  going  on,  I  was  getting  a  satis¬ 
factory  thrill  looking  at  the  animals  in  their  cages  and  admiring  the 
wonderful  carved  and  colorful  wagons  as  they  passed  slowly  along.  A 
circus  in  those  days  consisted  of  a  long  train  of  such  wagons,  always  with 
from  one  to  three  elephants  clopping  along. 

When  Durham  men  came  to  Catskill,  or  to  visit  us  in  winter,  they 
wore  heavy  grey  blanket  shawls  and  woolen  tippets  for  warmth,  in  addition 
to  their  overcoats.  With  fur  caps  pulled  down  over  their  foreheads,  ear 
muffs,  wristlets  and  heavy  mittens,  often  home  made. 

From  the  village  of  Durham,  “Prink  Hill”  rises  abruptly  from  the 
west  eml  of  Main  street.  From  the  top  of  this  hill  you  follow  the  crest 
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of  the  ridge  you  have  seen  from  that  which  you  came  down.  It  has  a 
view  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  other.  The  farm  houses  are  closer  to¬ 
gether  and  the  road  keeps  to  the  backbone  of  the  ridge,  giving  an  extended 
view  on  all  sides. 

As  to  West  Durham. 

The  pioneers  who  settled  the  town  of  Durham  seem  to  have  had  an 
unusual  affection  for  the  settlement  they  had  left  in  Connecticut,  attach¬ 
ing  as  they  did  the  name  to  four  villages  which  are  so  far  apart  as  to  have 
no  connection  with  each  other.  West  Durham  seems  at  the  present  time 
to  be  stranded  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  town,  apparently  for¬ 
gotten.  It  lias  a  neat  school  house,  a  few  pleasant  homes  and  a  burial 
place  which  looks  down  upon  it  from  a  hill,  and  to  which  a  few  beautiful 
red  cedars,  and  a  pine  tree  of  considerable  age  and  unusual  shape,  in  effect 
that  of  a  Japanese  pagoda,  adds  dignity  to  this  city  of  the  dead. 

The  old  seminary  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  It  sent  forth  many  talented 
men  and  flourished  for  a  period  of  years,  but  chiefly  because  of  its  location 
it  did  not  remain  a  permanent  institution.  Prof.  Zina  Newell  taught  there 
fur  a  long  time.  This  village  is  an  attractive  spot,  which  will  linger  in 
memory  and  create  a  wish  for  closer  acquaintance. 

Leaving  West  Durham  you  see  ahead  a  notch  between  Riclitmeyer 
Peak  and  a  spur  of  Steenburgh  Mountain.  Before  you  reach  this  notch 
you  cross  the  county  line  and  beyond  it  enter  the  Manorkill  valley,  which 
before  March  3,  1S3G,  was  a  part  of  the  town  of  Durham.  Through  this 
valley  you  can  reach  the  Gilboa  dam  of  the  New  York  city  water  supply. 

Motorists  who  despise  dirt  roads  know  very  little  of  their  county 
or  state.  Along  these  roads,  as  Catskill’s  slogan  has  it,  “Nature  Reigns 
Supreme,”  without  defacing  sign  boards  and  the  all  too  numerous  gas 
stations  to  which, are  now  being  added  miniature  golf.  Some  day  concrete 
will  intrude  on  these  beautiful  by-ways,  but  it  will  be  at  the  sacrifice  of 
much  that  pleases  the  eye  to-day. — Y.  Nov.  20,  1930. 


Exciting  Times  in  1786  [1786] 

in  this  region  are  shown  by  the  following  letter  from  the  Reverend  Lewis 
I.ampman,  father  of  Mr.  Leonard  Bronk  Lampman.  to  our  lamented  Judge 
Lmory  A.  Chase,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Chase.  Greene  County, 
as  we  all  know,  was  finally  erected  in  1800,  fourteen  years  later,  out  of 
parts  of  Albany  and  Ulster  counties.  The  letter  and  petition  follow': 

*  Feb.  3d,  1911. 

.  Coxsackie,  N.  Y. 

M >  dear  Judge: 

1  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  petition  with  the  signatures  attached 
a:  ainst  a  new  county.  The  petition  is  dated  Mch  4  -  17SG. 

i  do  not  know  whether  this  long  petition  will  interest  you  or  not  but 
1  wanted  to  assure  you  as  to  my  statement  that  there  was  excitement  in 
tie  community  over  the  proposed  new  county  in  17 St). 

Yours  truly, 

Lewis  Lampman 
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AGAINST  A  NEW  COUNTY 


To  the  Honourable  the  Sanate  and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York 

in  Legislature  Convened, 

The  petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  the  Great 
Imbought  and  others  adjoining  theareto  Humbly  sheweth  —  That  Whareas 
your  Petitioners  haveing  been  greatly  alarmed,  by  undoubted  authority, 
that  petitions  have  been  made  and  are  now  making  by  a  number  of 
Desineing  men  (under  the  title  of  a  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
District  of  the  Great  Imbought,  Catskill,  Lunenburgh,  and  others  of  Cox- 
seghkie  District,  together  with  the  Inhabitants  within  the  Limits  of  the 
City  of  Hudson  and  others  of  the  Man  nor  of  Livingston  and  East  Camp.) 
Theareby  signifying  that  it  is  the  Desire  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  District 
of  the  Great  Imbought  and  Coxseglikie,  to  be  separated  from  the  County 
of  Albany,-  into  a  County  that  is  now  petitioned  for,  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  Claverack,  Livingstons  Mannor,  City  of  Hudson,  and  others  aiding  and 
assisting  thereto.-  Which  your  ptitioners  Totally  Dissown,  and  farther  de¬ 
clare  that  it  is  not  the  will,  or  Desire,  of  your  petitioners,  on  any  pretence 
whatever  to  be  seperated  from  the  County  of  Albany,  as  has  been  signified 
by  the  above  recited  petition,  but  farther  assure  the  Honourable  Body  of 
the  Legislature,  that  we  are  so  far  from  Desiring  to  be  seperated  from  the 
County  of  Albany,  into  any  other  that  your  Petitioners  should  Look  upon 
it  as  a  particular  Grievance  if  we  ware  taken  from  it,  Do  thearefore  Humbly 
pray  the  Honourable  Legeslature  to  take  our  Case,  into  their  Considera¬ 
tion,  and  pray  that  we  your  petitioners  may  be  and  remain  Under  that 
County  Wheare  our  Ancestors  wheare.  which  is  the  Cincere  and  Earnest 
Request  of  your  petitioners.— But  if  it  should  be  thought  fit  by  the  Honour¬ 
able  Body  of  the  Legislature,  to  Admit  of  a  new  County,  we  Beg  that  it 
may  altogether  be  on  the  East  side  of  Hudson’s  River  and  that  the  river 
may  be  the  boundary  of  the  said  County’s  of  Albany  and  the  County 
Petitioned  for  by  our  advers  party,  so  that  the  west  side  of  Hudson  River, 
may  still  belong  and  be  under  the  .Turesdietion  of  the  County  of  Albany, 
is  the  Earnest  Request,  of  your  Humble  petitioners,  (and  believe  it  to  be 
the  Real  Voice  of  the  princible  People  and  Well  wishers  of  both  the  Dist¬ 
ricts  of  Great  Imbought  and  Coxseghkie.  We  your  Petitioners  having 
thus  Laid  open  the  Grievence,  which  we  Aprehend  threatened  us,  do  thcare- 
fore  pray  that  the  same  may  be  taken  into  your  Consideration  and  have 
no  manner  of  Doubt  but  what  we  shall  Receive  that  Justice  Due  to  us. 
from  the  Honourable  Legeslature  of  that  State  we  have  the  Honour  of 
being  citisins  of. 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  as  in  Duty  bound  Ever  Pray — 

Great  Imbought  4th  March  1786 

Eighty  Eight  Signers. 

The  first  signatures  are  those  of  John  Van  Orden,  Goose  (pronounced 
Gosie,  i.  c.  Augustus)  Van  Schaick.  Jr.,  (pronounced  Skoik).  John  Baptist 
Dumond  and  Ignatius  Van  Orden,  all  men  of  t He  greatest  prominence  here¬ 
abouts.  For  convenience  of  reference  we  rearrange  the  list  of  signers  in 
alphabetical  order,  inclosing  in  parentheses  the  marks  made  by  those  who 
could  not  write  their  names,  not  always  because  of  illiteracy  but  as  often 
because  of  age,  rheumatism  or  injury  in  those  days  of  severe  manual  toil. 
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Wherever  the  parentheses  appear,  understand  the  words  “his  mark"  to  be 
written  above  and  below  the  mark  in  the  original.  Xot  infrequently  the 
S’s  and  other  letters  are  turned  wrong  side  to  in  these  initialings,  while  the 
I  is  always  written  with  a  center  cross-line,  as  it  is  on  the  old  tomb-stones 
at  the  Kykuit  and  elsewhere.  The  signatures: 

David  Abeel,  Garret  Abeel;  John  (x)  Backer,  Ja  Barker.  John  Barker, 
Phineas  Bartholomew,  .John  Bernett,  Abraham  Bogardus.  Egbert  Bogardus, 
James  Bogardus,  Pet’r  Bogardus,  Jno.  Bourk,  Adam  Burket.  Johannis  (IB) 
Burket,  Peter  Burket:  Patrick  denies,  Wilhemns  Gnsolci:;  Petrus  (x) 
Dederick,  Zachariah  Dederick,  John  Dies.  Xathan'l  Dorker,  Peter  Dounin, 
Abraham  Dubois,  Parent  Dubois,  Benj.  Dubois,  Cornelius  Dubois,  Huy- 
bartus  Dubois,  Isack  Dubois,  John  Dubois,  John  Dubois  Jr,  Laura  nee  Du¬ 
bois,  Soil  Dubois,  David  Dunioml,  John  B.  Dumond,  John  B.  Dumond  Jr, 
Joshua  Dumond,  William  Dumond;  John  Ecor;  John  G.  Fox;  Dan’l  H. 
Gayne,  John  Grant;  Jacob  (x)  Hallenbake,  Goose  Heermans;  Friederick 
Marten,  Petrus  Maure,  Jonah  Moor,  Oliver  Moor,  Goers  (x)  Muiser.  Jacob 
(x)  Musicr,  John  Musier,  Thomas  (x)  Musier,  William  ( x )  Musier;  Gerry 
O’Bryon,  Peter  Osterhout,  Abraham  Overbagh,  Jer'li  Overbagh,  Johannis 
Ovehbagh,  John  Overbagh  Jr,  Petrus  Overbagh,  Peter  J.  Overbagh:  Jacobes 
Persen,  Abraham  (x)  Person,  Henry  Person;  Jchn  Roseboom;  Chistn  (x) 
Frederich  Schmid,  Frederik  Scram  sen,  Frederick  Schram  Jr,  John  (IS) 
Strope;  Janies  Tattersall;  Isaac  Van  Golden,  Benjamin  Van  Orden,  Egnatius 
Van  Orden,  Egnatius  Van  Orden  Jr,  Hezekia  Van  Orden.  John  Van  Orden, 
John  Van  Orden  Jr,  Peter  Van  Orden.  William  Van  Orden.  Gose  Van 
Schaick  Jr,  Sybrant  Van  Schaick.  Teunice  (x)  Van  Slike,  Jacob  Van  Vechten. 

Spellings  are  those  given  by  Rev.  Mr.  Lampman  in  his  clearly  written 
copy,  but  he  has  marked  as  a  foonote  to  Xathan’l  Dorker:  “I  think  this 
name  is  Barker,"  which  suggests  that  he  may  have  been  copying  from  a 
copy,  not  the  original.  It  is  our  belief  that  the  Gayne  of  the  list  is  Daniel 
H.  Sayre,  and  there  are  other  evident  corrections  to  be  made.  Who  will 
help  us  to  make  corrections?  And  who  find  ancestors  in  the  list? — 
C.  Feb.  6',  1030. 


The  Van  Orden  Papers  [1786-1807] 

that  we  have  been  printing  for  the  past  few  weeks  contain  two  other  deeds 
of  interest  as  settling  questions  of  family  history  or  of  geography.  These 
are  documents  of  several  pages  each,  bound  together  with  ribbons  and 
seals  at  the  bottom  instead  of  the  tops  of  the  pages.  They  are  of  a  bit 
later  date  than  the  others,  namely  ITSC.  and  LS07.  The  deed  of  Temper¬ 
ance  (Loveridge)  Van  Orden  printed  last  week  was  accompanied  by  maps 
drawn  by  Samuel  Van  Vechten  showing  the  division  of  Lot  4  of  the  Love¬ 
ridge  Patent.  On  one  of  these  maps  the  course  of  the  Old  King's  Road  is 
shown  as  diverging  from  the  road  that  we  now  know  by  the  name  some¬ 
where  near  Percy  Holmes’  farm,  east  of  the  Quatawichnaach,  and  presently 
joining  one  of  the  still-existent  wood  roads  in  the  Streeke.  which  it  then 
follows  to  near  Pratt  Haner’s  farm  on  the  Palenville  Road.  The  map 
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goes  no  farther,  hut  we  know  that  the  original  road  then  went  on  down 
to  the  fording  place  just  below  Rusbmore’s  (then  Van  V^chten'si  dam. 
Just  how  or  where  it  defended  the  limestone  cliff.  I  cannot  now  say.  Here 
is  a  “dandy”  bit  of  worthwhile  work  for  some  of  our  Boy  Scouts  to  put 
through,  mapping  the  ancient  route  of  this  our  first  highway  through  the 
wilderness.  Who'll  do  it?  Surveyor  Jones.  Scoutmaster  Park,  Mrs.  His¬ 
torian  Vedder,  and  many  others  will  help,  I  am  sure. 

We  quote  again  only  the  interesting  portions  of  these  deeds,  since  they 
are  of  record  and  available  to  the  lawyers  and  real  estate  men.  Perhaps 
someone  can  tell  us  what  was  an  “aefhoudt"  tree. 

Concerning  all  these  papers  of  the  Van  Olden  property,  we  would  like 
to  hear  all  that  anyone  can  tell  us  about  them,  the  places  mentioned,  or 
the  people  named. 

There  are  in  Catskill  other  old  documents,  quite  as  interesting  and 
worthy  of  publication.  Some  of  these  we  have  seen,  and  intend  to  print 
when  we  can.  The  owners  of  others  will  do  us  a  favor  in  calling  our 
attention  to  them.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  our  Historian  has  a  fireproof 
safe  in  which  to  store  such  documents  "on  deposit"  for  the  owners  or  to 
hold  them  in  permanent  keeping  until  our  Society  has  the  building  of  its 
own  that  it  can  now  confidently  look  forward  to.  But  that's  almost  telling 
secrets. 

Here  are  the  two  deeds: 

The  Deed  of  1786. 

This  I)ul<  ntiirr  made  the  Thirty  first  Day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six  Between  William  Van 
Orden,  John  Van  Orden,  and  John  Baptist  Du  Monrl  the  Elder  all  of  the 
Great  Imboght  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  State  of  New  York  Yeomen, 
David  Du  Mond  of  the  same  place  Yeoman  and  Elizabeth  his  wife.  John 
Baptist  Du  Mond  the  younger  of  the  same  place,  and  Hendrick  Burhans 
of  the  Manor  of  Rensselaer wyck  in  the  said  County  of  Albany  Tavern- 
keeper  and  Temperance  his  wife  of  the  first  part,  and  Ignatius  Van  Orden 
of  the  Great  Imboght  aforesaid  Yeoman  of  the  second  part  Witnesseth  as 
hereinafter  is  expressed  Whereas  the  parties  to  these  presents  being  entitled 
to  a  certain  Tract  of  Woodland  lying  at  the  Great  Imboght  aforesaid 
Beginning  at  a  large  Stone  standing  at  the  South  East  Corner  of  this  Tract 
and  in  a  Lane  at  the  Foot  of  a  Hill  called  the  Calk  Bergh  or  Lime  Hill  and 
running  from  the  said  place  of  Beginning  .... 

.  to  another  Stake  and  Heap  of  Stones  standing  opposite  to 

the  Dwelling  house  of  the  said  John  Baptist  Du  Mond  the  Elder . 

.  to  the  North  West  Corner  of  this  Tract  being  the  North 
East  Corner  of  the  Bock  Chen  .  .  .  .  And  also  to  a  piece  of  Swamp 

Ground  also  lying  at  the  Great  Imboght  aforesaid  ....  on  the  Bank  of 
Hudsons  River  .  .  .  .  to  an  Aefhoudt  Tree  ....  the  South  Line  of 

philip  Spaans  Land . in  Consideration  of  ten  shillings  of  lawful 

Money  of  the  State  aforesaid  ....  are  part  of  a  certain  I-ot  distin¬ 
guished  as  Lot  Number  Four  in  a  certain  Map  made  by  Alexander  Mack- 
dowall  in  the  Month  of  October  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eishteen 
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of  a  Tract  of  Land  patented  by  William  Loveridge  . 
written  at  first.) 


(Signed)  William  Van  orden  (Seal) 


.  .  in  the  presence  of  .  . 

Jacob  Van  Vechten 
Ja.s  Barker 

(Recorded  on  May  IS,  1787, 
by  order  of  Henry  Oothoudt, 
a  Judge  of  the  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany.) 


John  B.  Duinond  Jun  (Seal) 
Henderick  Burhans  (Seal) 

t 

Temperance  Burhans  (Seal) 


David  x  DuMond  (Seal) 


Elazebath  x  Dumond  (Seal) 
John  B.  Dumond  (Seal) 


John  Van  Orden  (Seal) 
the  mark  of 


her 


(Signed)  Hen:y  Oothoudt 


(In  the  signature  of  “Elazebath"  the  surname  Dumond  has  been 
written,  without  erasure,  directly  on  the  name  Van  Orden  that  had  been 
written  at  first.) 


The  Deed  of  1307. 


This  Indenture  made  the  Seventh  day  of  December  In  the  Year  of  our 
lord  One  thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seven  Rctireen,  Egnatius  Van 
Orden  of  the  Town  of  Catskill  in  the  County  of  Green  and  State  of  New 
York  Farmer  Of  the  One  part  and  William  Van  Orden  of  the  same  place 
Farmer  Of  the  Other  part,  Whereas  Egnatius  Van  Olden  Deceased  of  the 
same  place  Father  of  the  said  parties,  was  Seized  of  Two  Certain  Mes¬ 
suages  and  Farms  of  land  On  the  West  side  ol'  and  adjoining  Hudsons 
River,  Distinguished  by  Lots  number  One  and  part  of  Lot  number  Three 
On  a  Map  made  by  Christopher  Tappen  (in)  the  Year  One  thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty  Seven,  in  a  Subdivision  of  Part  of  Lot  number 
Four  in  Leveridges  Patent — and  also  Seized  of  a  Certain  lot  of  Woodland 
Distinguished  by  lot  Number  One  On  a  map  made  by  Samuel  Van  Vechten 
in  the  Year  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Six  in  a  Division 
of  the  Commons,  in  said  lot  number  Four  ....  the  said  Egnatius  Van 
Orden  Deceas’d  by  his  last  Will  and  Testament  bearing  date  the  Second 
day  of  July  In  the  Year  of  our  lord  One  thousand  eight.  Hundred  and 
Seven  .  .  .  .all  That  Certain  Messuage  or  Homestead  ....  as 

Tenants  in  Common,  Share  and  Share  alike . Caused  Jacob 

Trumpbour  Junior,  in  their  presence  to  Survey  the  remainder  part  of  the 
said  Devised  Farms  and  lots  of  land.  Equally  between  them  ....  And 
Also  free  liberty,  privilege  and  permission  at  all  times  hereafter  for  the 
said  William  Van  Orden  to  pass  and  repass  at  Convenient  places  with 


Cattle,  Horses,  waggons,  Carts  or  other  Carriages  over  any  of  the  said 


lots  or  premises  now  divided  and  released  by  Juni  to  the  said  Egnatius 
Van  Orden  .... 


(Signed)  Egnatius  Van  Orden 


Sealed  and  Delivered 

In  the  presence  of 

Hawley  D.  V.  Hinman  (Signed) 

Jacob  Trumpbour  Jun.  (Signed) 

(Acknowledged  for  record  before  Lewis  Benton,  Sept.  16.  1833, 
by  Jacob  Trumpbour  of  the  town  of  Saugerties. ) 


(Signed)  Lewis  Benton. 
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Recorded  in  the  Clerks  office  of  Greene  County  in  Book  S.  of  deeds  on 
pages  352,  353  and  354.  September  18.th  1833  at  -  o. clock  P.  M. 

(Signed)  \V.  V.  B.  Heermance,  ('lerk. 


Life  in  the  Backwoods  [1789-1837] 

in  the  early  days  is  revealed  to  us  by  another  interesting  writing  just 
received  by  our  Historian.  The  other  day  we  printed  excerpts  from  the 
paper  by  Mr.  Baldwin.  Now  we  quote  from  this  valuable  contribution 
by  Mrs.  Tiffany  of  Hensonville.  a  great-granddaughter  of  Daniel  and 
Lydia  Merwin  of  Jewett.  The  three  brothers.  Daniel,  Thomas  and  Samuel 
Merwin,  great-great-grandsons  of  Daniel  Merwin  1670  (a  son  of  Miles 
Merwin  1623,  the  immigrant)  came  with  several  others  to  what  is  now 
Jewett  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution— but  we  let  Mrs.  Tiffany 
tell  the  story: 

"They  Were  the  First  settlers  in  these  parts.  Daniel  and  Samuel 
his  brother  came  to  Lexington  in  1  739;  also  Israel  Whitcome.  (’atskill  at 
that  time  was  only  a  small  scattered  settlement,  with  a  gristmill  and 
sawmill.  It  was  also  said  to  be  headquarters  for  Indians,  which  the 
inhabitants  feared  very  much.  This  was  the  reason  given  by  these  later 
Pioneers  for  locating  far  back  in  the  mountains. 

“These  two  brothers,  Daniel  and  Samuel,  cleared  the  land  at  the  base 
of  what  is  now  known  as  Tower  Mountain.  Israel  Whitcome  took  up  land 
about  a  mile  to  the  south.  These  men  exchanged  work  and  built  log 
houses  with  heavy  stone  ehimnejs  and  heavy  plank  doors  which  could  be 
barricaded  on  the  inside  against  Indians.  Daniel  was  a  small  man  and 
could  climb  in  and  out  of  the  chimney.  They  cleared  some  land  (and  I 
suppose  planted  some  of  it),  then  returned  for  their  brides  to  Fair  Haven. 
Conn.,  leaving  their  homes  in  care  of  Israel  Whitcome.  And  what  a 
journey!  all  on  horseback,  and  most  of  the  way  from  Catskill  by  marked 
trees,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-five  miles,  leaving  ‘Down  Fast.'  as  they 
always  afterward  called  it.  far  away.”  “Our  Pioneer  Mothers  who  came 
to  this  wilderness  to  make  their  homes,  far  from  all  their  friends,  Lydia 
and  Hannah  Jacobs,  and  Thankful  Parker:  the  first  two  from  Fair  Haven. 
Conn.;  the  last  from  Branford.  Conn.  They  were  very  pious  women  of 
the  Episcopal  Faith.  Daniel  Merwin  married  Lydia,  and  Thomas  married 
Hannah;  they  were  half  sisters  and  daughters  of  Stephen  Jacobs  of  Fair 
Haven.  Samuel  Merwin  married  Thankful  Parker. 

“From  These  Three  Brothers  sprang  all  the  families  located  on  Mer¬ 
win  Street.  All  had  large  families  except  Daniel,  who  had  only  six  children. 

" These  Women  Rrnunht  with  them  all  kinds  of  (lower  seeds  and 
plants,  and  roots  both  cultivated  and  wild,  which  were  useful:  every 
family  must  have  a  bum  h  of  smellnge  (wild  celery-  Editor),  wormwood, 
elecampane,  catnip,  sage,  coltsfoot  and  so  forth.  Some  of  these  were 
tucked  in  corners  as  gardens  must  be  tised  for  vegetables.’’ 

"It  Was  Indeed  n  Wilderness  to  which  they  came.  These  were  days 
when  a  letter  was  a  rarity,  and  before  envelopes  were  invented  the  letter 
was  folded  and  seals  used  in  place  of  postage  stamps.  Matches  were  a 
thing  unknown;  flint  and  tinder  were  used  to  start  a  fire.  Every  log 
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cabin  was  built  with  fireplaces  in  which  cooking  was  done,  and  in  some 
cases  the  fire  furnished  light.  Later,  ovens  of  brick  were  attached  to 
the  fireplace,  which  brick  was  brought  from  Holland.  My  oldest  sister, 
when  a  very  little  girl,  stood  watching  our  Grandmother  prepare  the  oven 
for  baking,  said:  ‘Grandma,  why,  what  for  do  you  build  a  fire  in  the 
cupboard?’  Special  hard  wood  was  prepared  for  the  oven,  which  when 
burned  left  a  nice  bed  of  coals.  In  the  fireplace  every  night  the  coals 
were  carefully  banked  with  ashes  and  cheerfully  divided  with  an  unlucky 
neighbor,  perhaps  half  a  mile  away,  whose  fire  had  chanced  to  go  out. 
Borrowing  coals  in  those  days  was  nothing  unusual. 

“Phis  Were  Very  Scarce.  Up  to  the  year  ISIS  any  child  who  owned 
a  pin  felt  very  important.  Women  made  their  own  yeast  cakes  (called 
in  those  days  Turnpikes),  also  their  soda  and  starch.  Pumpkins  were  said 
to  have  taken  the  place  of  apples  and  other  fruit  for  a  number  of  years. 
Tomatoes  were  tabooed  as  poison.  Most  of  the  tools  used  were  handmade, 
even  the  nails.  Each  family  made  their  own  soap.  Every  girl  was 
taught  to  spin,  and  every  garment  for  both  men  and  women  was  hand¬ 
made;  all  garments  either  wool  or  linen.  The  girls  were  given  a  stent: 
they  must  spin  so  many  knots  a  day,  and  when  they  married  they  must 
have  a  pillowcase  filled  with  stockings  knit  by  themselves,  also  bed  and 
table  linen  which  they  had  spun  and  woven.” 

“No  Sound  of  a  Church  Bell  in  those  days.  The  first  one  mentioned 
was  hung  in  1S27  in  the  church  between  Windham  and  Ashland.  These 
Pioneers  were  not  prejudiced,  as  we  know  that  Daniel  Merwin  gave 
toward  the  salary  of  Henry  Stimpson,  Presbyterian,  who  preached  in  the 
South  Settlement,  that  is  now  Jewett.  My  Great-grandmother  always 
carried  her  little  hymn  book  in  her  pocket  and  sang  the  hymns  while 
about  her  work;  and  doubtless  learned  them  all  by  heart.  Did  our  Pioneer 
mothers  have  any  recreation  or  amusement?  Probably  not;  they  were  too 
busy  doing  things  that  were  imperative.  The  next  generation,  when 
growing  up,  did  not  take  life  so  seriously,  as  I  hear  of  parties  where 
‘Uncle  Tommy,’  who  was  blind,  played  his  violin  and  enjoyed  listening  to 
tiie  dancing  of  the  young  folks.” — C.  Ayr.  in,  lD.fO. 

Extracts  from  Bills  of  1821-1826  of  Samuel  Merwin 

For  church  meeting  house  in  Windham  (now  Maplecrest)  $100.00 


One  barrel  of  shad  ........  _  _  _  _ _  6. r>0 

Cow  sold  ...  .  -  .  .  ... _ _ _ _ _ _  _  12.00 

Cow  skin.  ................  ...  ..  _ _ _  ....  ..........  .  2,13 

Cow  skin  .............  ....  .  -  — - -  2.50 

Bills  of  1833-37 

27  Va  lbs.  of  beef  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1.09 

Expense  at  Ilosfords  to  see  show  .  _  _ _  _  .5  6 

Postage  on  letter  .............  .._  _  .10 

Hat  from  Miss  Arnolds  ..  ..  .88 

V-2  yd.  of  gingham  . . .  ...  ......  .  .13 

\/2  days  work  in  haying  ....  ....  . .  . .  .  .  .50 


— r.  Oct.  !).  19.10. 
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The  eldest  girl,  named  Mary  but  called  Polly,  married  Phineas  Chi- 
tester.  They  were  the  parents  of  Lyman,  William,  Samuel  and  a  daughter 
who  was  called  Doll,  who  married  Morgan  Kelly  or  Keller.  Another, 
named  Jane,  married  Josh  Carman  and  one  whose  name  I  do  not  know 
married  an  Ovcrpaugh.  The  above  is  correct  as  far  as  1  know. 

(Signed)  Mrs.  Jared  Tiffany. 

— C.  July  H,  11)30. 


Every  Catskillian  [1795-1930] 

for  the  last  century  and  a  third  has  looked  at,  walked  upon,  maybe  stubbed 
his  toe  against  The  Old  Ktrnir  step  at  the  entrance  to  the  DuBois  drug 
store.  To-day  as  I  write  (December  6,  1  929)  the  old  step  is  gone,  making 
way  for  the  march  of  civic  improvement.  Through  the  foresight  of  the 
Rev.  Walter  E.  Howe,  the  generous  interest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Mortimer 
DuBois  and  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Frank  Cooke,  it  has  been  removed  to  a 
place  of  safety  until  such  time  as  the  Historical  Society  can  have  a  proper 
home  for  its  accumulating  priceless  collections  of  the  past. 

It  is  a  block  of  Xew  Jersey  “brownstone,”  coarse-grained  and  glitter¬ 
ing  with  mica  on  the  unworn  faces.  As  described  in  the  Catskill  Daily 
Mail  of  September  23,  1  927,  the  incessant  tramp  of  human  feet  across  that 
doorstep  has  worn  its  center  fully  half  through.  Doubtless  every  in¬ 
habitant  of  our  village  since  179  5,  and  most  of  our  visitants,  has  added 
his  share  to  the  wear  there  recorded. 

As  near  as  we  can  learn,  and  in  this  we  seek  correction  from  any  who 
know  better,  the  drug  business  of  Creswell  &  Brace  originally  occupied  a 
store  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  until  in  1S26,  following  the  fire  that 
swept  away  the  frame  buildings  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  the 
“Center  Brick  Block”  was  erected  there.  Into  this  the  drug  firm  moved, 
taking  with  them  as  a  precious  memento  or  mascot  the  stone  step  that  had 
already  served  them  so  well. 

Since  then,  for  over  a  century,  “business  has  gone  on  at  the  same 
old  stand”  under  the  following  proprietors:  Croswell  <fc  Brace  until  18  44, 
William  II.  Wey  (who  married  Dr.  Oroswell’s  adopted  daughter)  until 
185G,  then  their  son  Benjamin  Wey  until  1S76:  but  from  1861  to  1S62 
Mr.  Wey  had  as  partner  Edward  Lavelle,  and  from  March  2,  1  863,  his 
partner  was  William  Larremore  DuBois  who  succeeded  to  the  business  now 
conducted  by  his  sou.  We  should  like  to  have  a  list  of  all  the  people  who 
have  worked  in  the  store  since  the  beginning.  Can  anyone  send, us  the 
names  of  any  of  them? — C.  I)cc.  13,  1!>2!>. 

From  the.  Historian's  Files 

we  have  this  clipping  out  of  The  Examiner  of  January  IS,  1S62: 

“1795” 

“This  date,  as  doubtless  many  of  our  readers  have  observed,  occupies 
a  conspicuous  position  above  the  lintel  of  the  main  entrance  to  Wey  and 
Lavelle’s  drug  store,  and  serves  to  designate  the  year  in  which  the  business 
was  established  under  the  direction  of  one  whose  kind  heart,  and  unwearied 
benevolence  has  hallowed  his  memory  among  hundreds,  whose  recollections 
of  him  awaken  only  feelings  of  grateful  satisfaction. 
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“Time  has  wrought  many  and  great  changes  since  then,  and  the 
troops  of  little  children  that  hung  upon  the  old  man’s  skirts  (Dr.  Thomas 
O’Hara  Croswell. — ’Ed.),  encouraged  hv  his  fondness  for  them,  have  since 
grown  to  man’s  estate,  and  taken  on  the  busy  cares  and  anxieties  of  life; 
but  the  image  of  the  Doctor  still  lingers  in  their  minds,  an  ineffaceable 
picture,  pleasant  to  contemplate  and  profitable  in  its  suggestions.  The 
benign  expression  of  his  countenance  becomes  again  a  living  reality,  under 
the  revivifying  power  of  retrospection,  and  the  yellow  wig  and  ever  present 
pipe,  and  the  long  coat,  are  as  positive  entities,  to  every  spiritual  sense, 
as  were  the  sugar-plums  so  bountifully  dispensed  from  the  capacious 
pockets  of  the  latter. 

“Though  greatly  changed  in  its  external  and  internal  appearance,  by 
the  enterprise  of  Messrs.  Wev  &  Lavelle,  the  drug  store  is  the  same  old 
spot  that  is  associated  with  so  many  pleasant  recollections  of  Dr.  Croswell, 
who  in  17  95  laid  the  foundation  for  its  present  extensive  and  lucrative 
business.  With  the  increase  of  trade,  of  course,  came  the  necessity  for 
increased  facilities  for  doing  it,  and  in  responding  to  this  demand  and  the 
requirements  of  a  more  exacting  taste,  the  present  proprietors  have  fitted 
up  a  store  which  for  the  excellence  of  its  appointments  is  not  excelled  by 
any  similar  establishment  upon  the  river;  and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that 
the  rapid  increase  of  their  business  has  fully  justified  the  heavy  outlay  made 
by  them,  to  establish  a  large  and  first  class  drug  store  in  Catskill.”— 
V.  Dec.  12,  1929. 


Through  the  Kindness  [1796] 

of  Assemblyman  Bentley  another  rare  old  document  lies  before  me,  on 
yellowed  paper,  folded  and  sealed  and  addressed  to 

“Frances  Xicoll  Esq’r 
Member  of  Assembly 
New  York’’ 

The  letter  reads  as  follows: 

Oattskill,  .Tan.  19,  179f>. 

Dear  Sir 

having  in  [Engun,  deleted]  conjunction  with  two  others  presented  a 
ptition  to  the  Eageslature  praying  a  grant  for  a  Sum  of  money  for  defray¬ 
ing  the  Extra  expense  we  have  been  at  in  Errecting  a  bridge  over  the 
Catskill  and  knowing  you  to  be  a  well  wisher  to  the  public  as  well  as  to 
individuals  who  are  Sufferers  on  the  public  account  must  take  the  liberty 
to  request  you  lnlluense  in  faver  of  the  petition  which  from  principals  jus¬ 
tice  I  think  you  would  not  wish  to  Refuse  the  petition  is  in  the  hands  of 
Leanard  Bronk  Esq  from  whome  you  may  him  the  particular  Situation 
we  are  in  Respecting  this  business  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem 

am  Sir  yours 

'  Wessell  Salisbury 

to  Francis  Xicoll” 

IIV  “Note  irith  interest ”  that  while  he  had  two  ways  for  spelling 
Catskill  and  three  ways  for  petition,  and  was  not  wholly  used  to  dotting 
i’s  and  crossing  t’s  or  closing  sentences,  Mr.  Salisbury  knew  and  used  the 
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right  spelling  for  “business.”  There  are  some  things  that  suggest  he  may 
have  had  before  him,  and  laboriously  copied,  a  letter  drafted  by  some  one 
more  expert  in  secretarial  work.  The  handwriting  is  clear  and  strong,  not 
immature,  and  in  the  same  hand  as  the  signature;  but  the  slip  in  staiting 
“conjunction”  looks  like  a  misunderstanding  of  someone  else's  writing. 

Our  Historian  Says  that  this  letter  sheds  some  further  light  on  the 
history  of  the  old  stone  bridge  at  Leeds.  Referring  to  her  history,  p.  51, 
we  find  that  the  two  western  arches  of  stone  were  built  in  1792,  nearly 
lour  years  before  the  date  of  the  letter,  and  it  is  doubtless  the  cost  of  build¬ 
ing  these  for  which  the  writer  asks  financial  relief.  There  is  reason  to 
think,  however,  that  the  original  stone  bridge  was  complete  as  to  ail  four 
arches  and  that  these  western  ones  had  been  washed  away  before  17S5 
when  their  temporary  wooden  replacement  was  burned.  Early  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  again,  the  most  westerly  arch  went  out,  and  for  some  time 
a  steeply  descending  wood  platform  led  down  from  the  remainder  to  the 
flats  beyond.  Including  the  destruction  of  the  original  wooden  bridge, 
this  makes  at  least  three  times  that  floods  wrought  damage  here.  These 
spring  floods  were  huge  affairs;  Mrs.  Vedder  has  herself  seen  the  water 
nearly  fill  the  largest  arch  and  sweep  over  the  lower  ends  of  the  bridge, 
threatening  the  village.  The  dams  of  the  mills,  just  below,  then  helped 
to  back  up  the  current  and  spread  it  widely  over  the  flats,  inundating  the 
hay  barns  and  stopping  all  travel  on  the  road. 

A  Visiting  Architect  who  examined  the  bridge  a  few  years  ago  said 
that  the  cement  used  in  the  two  east  arches,  which  includes  the  large 
main  arch,  was  of  a  superior  kind  the  formula  for  which  is  no  longer  known, 
whereas  that  of  the  rebuilt  west  spans  is  different.- — C.  Ayr.  17,  1930. 


The  High  Lights  [1800-1929] 

of  Judge  Gilbert  David  Blauvelt  Hasbrouck’s  speech,  delivered  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Society,  November  13,  1929,  though  not  printed  in 
the  “Corner,”  are  here  included  because  of  their  enduring  worth. 

Speaking  of  himself.  Judge  Hasbrouck  said  in  part:  “I  studied  law 
with  William  Schuneman  Kenyon,  born  at  Catskill  (Jefferson)  in  IS20,  a 
grandson  of  William  Schuneman  and  a  strong,  able  man.  the  best  beloved 
citizen  of  our  county  in  his  day,  who  wore  his  honors  modestly  and  kept 
his  honor  bright.” 

Later  in  his  address  he  said:  “I  turn  again  to  the  Schunemans,  to  the 
son  of  the  fighting  parson  Johannes,  Martin  Gerritsen.  Who  was  the  author 
and  father  of  Greene  County?  It  was  Martin  Gerritsen  Schuneman.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Catskill  and  Windham  of  the  county  of  Ulster, 
and  of  the  town  of  Freehold  and  the  southern  part  of  Coxsackie  in  Albany, 
petitioned  the  Legislature  of  lsuo  to  erect  a  new  county.  They  set  forth 
that  Catskill  was  a  commercial  town,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjoining 
territory  came  there  to  buy  their  supplies  and  all  kinds  of  merchandise; 
that  the  merchants  residing  there  have  frequent  occasion  to  attend  courts 
as  suitors,  jurors  and  witnesses  either  at  the  City  of  Albany  or  in  the  town 
of  Kingston.  That  they  are  situated  at  so  great  a  distance  from  these 
places  and  the  roads  are  so  bad  and  the  injury  so  great  to  t lie  inhabitants 
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iu  the  western  part  of  Ulster  County  as  to  require  the  erection  of  a  new 
county.  The  petitioners  further  set  forth  that  the  taxable  inhabitants 
within  the  proposed  county  were  about  1600  in  number  and  that  the 
population  in  many  parts  was  rapidly  increasing.  This  petition  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  which  Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Rensselaer  of  Columbia 
County  was  chairman.  The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  granting 
of  the  petition  and  with  the  leave  of  the  House  brought  in  a  bill  entitled 
‘An  act  to  erect  part  of  the  counties  of  Albany  and  Ulster  in  a  separate 
county.’  It  had  its  se(ond  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole.  There  were  remonstrances  against  the  bill  presented  from 
towns  in  Ulster  County  including  Woodstock.  On  March  3,  Silas  Wood  of 
Suffolk  County,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  reported  that  the 
committee  disapproved  of  the  bill.  Martin  G.  Schuneman  from  Ulster  then 
arose  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  In  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
Ulster’s  representatives,  Moses  C'antine  Jr.,  and  Johannes  Bruyn,  voted 
against  the  bill.  Charles  W.  Broadhead  was  absent  and  Martin  G.  Schune¬ 
man  in  favor  of  it.  Albany’s  representatives.  Ten  Broeck,  Dietz  and  Winne, 
voted  for  the  bill  and  Shurtliff,  Henry  and  Xicoll  voted  against  it,  Conine 
and  Doty  being  absent.  The  vote  stood  4  6  against,  4  2  for  the  bill. 

“When  the  committee  of  the  whole  reported  on  March  4,  Mi-.  Rvers 
of  Richmond  moved  that  the  House  should  reconsider  their  determination 
had  yesterday  on  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill.  The  vote  was  reconsidered.  Bill,  Dietz,  Cantine,  DeWitt,  Conine, 
Henry,  Xicoll,  Shurtliff  voting  no,  a  motion  to  recommit  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  51  to  45.  On  March  12,  the  bill  was  reconsidered  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  and  on  motion  to  reject  it  the  vote  was  no  4  3,  yes  42. 
Schuneman  voted  no,  carrying  the  day.  The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the 
House  and  ordered  engrossed. 

“On  March  19,  the  Senate  Committee,  composed  of  the  famous  Am¬ 
brose  E.  Spencer  and  of  Selah  Strong,  brought  a  message  to  the  Assembly 
that  the  Senate  had  passed  the  Assembly  bill  with  amendments.  March  22. 
the  House  concurred  in  the  amendments.  The  bill  became  a  law  March  25, 
having  been  approved  by  the  Council  of  Revision.  To  have  carried  the 
bill  through  the  Legislature  with  men  like  Cantine,  Bruyn.  and  DeWitt 
from  Ulster  and  men  like  Bill,  Dietz.  Henry  and  Xicoll  from  Albany 
against  him  speaks  more  loudly  than  words  for  the  courage  and  mastery 
of  Martin  Gerritsen.  He  must  have  possessed  great  force  of  character, 
political  sagacity  and  a  strong  hold  upon  his  friends.  This  inference  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact  that  later,  in  1S03,  he  served  again  as  representative 
of  Greene  in  the  Assembly  and  also  by  the  fact  that  he  served  Ulster  and 
Greene  in  the  Seventh  Congress  in  the  years  1804-1805.  His  part  and 
prominence  in  the  erection  of  Greene  County,  apparently  unrecognized, 
unknown,  and  unpraised,  should  constitute  a  theme  which  should  challenge 
the  development  of  it  by  some  literarily  ambitious  son  or  daughter  of  your 
county. 

“Greene  County  was  named  by  the  bill  creating  it.  It  was  named  as 
Washington,  Clinton,  Jefferson,  Monroe,  Madison,  Putnam,  Steuben,  and 
Sullivan  Counties  have  been  named  -after  the  great  soldiers  and  statesmen 
of  the  Revolution.  It  was  a  deserved  compliment  to  General  Nathaniel 
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Greene  that  your  county  should  have  been  named  for  him.  He  was  the 
one  general  among  all  those  subordinate  to  the  command  of  Washington 
with  anywhere  near  the  capacity  to  succeed  him  in  such  a  command.  .  .  . 

“You  have  a  right  to  glory  in  the  name  of  Greene.  It  must  not  be 
overlooked  that  as  a  fair  daughter  of  Ulster  you  shared  with  her  the  glory 
of  having  been  the  place  of  the  adoption  of  the  first  constitution  of  the 
State,  of  having  furnished  the  first  Governor  George  Clinton  and  of  having 
the  capital  of  the  State  located  within  your  ....  domain.” 

“On  the  settlement  of  Catskill  by  the  Holland  Dutch,  on  the  numerous 
puissant  families  that  have  found  spirit  and  enterprise  in  the  air  of  your 
beautiful  and  wonderful  mountains  and  on  the  progress  of  one-hundred 
and  twenty  nine  years,  I  cannot  dwell.  I  would  miss  the  purpose  for  which 
I  came  if  I  succumbed  to  such  allurement.  It  has  been  said  ‘Turpe  est 
homini  nobili  ejus  civitatis  in  qua  versatur  jus  ignorari.’  We  might  trans¬ 
late  this  Latin  freely,  ‘Xoble  men  would  gain  no  credit  in  being  unversed  in 
the  history  of  the  country  in  which  they  lived.’ 

“Few  realize  how  difficult  it  is  to  summon  and  comprehend  the 
past  ....  To  make  the  past  talk  with  exactitude  and  tell  us  all  it 
knows,  its  accomplishments,  its  tragedies,  its  secrets,  its  victories  and 
commonplaces,  is  an  Herculean  task.  The  history  that  hangs  on  the  in¬ 
fallibility  of  human  memory  and  on  tradition  needs  to  be  checked  up.  .  .  . 

"Finally  I  feel  honored  to  be  here  to-night.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  that  have  a  local  history  to  be  interested  in  are  not  so  numerous. 
The  number  of  families  that  trace  ancestry  to  those  who  strove  and  fought 
to  organize  the  country  are  not  so  many  as  to  relegate  them  to  the  company 
of  the  undistinguished  .... 

“There  is  distinction  in  belonging  to  an  historical  society  such  as 
yours.  1  see  no  harm  but  much  good  in  the  pride  founded  in  this  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  making  of  our  country  ....  I  have  seen  quite  a  number 
of  my  friends  interested  in  local  history  throughout  the  state  and  I  have 
yet  to  see  indications  of  snobbishness  or  any  particular  preening  upon 
ancestrj  distinguished  or  undistinguished.  The  men  and  women  who  make 
up  county  historical  societies  are  the  typical  nationals  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  that  composite  of  the  European  nations  that  gives  our  country  its 
national  type,  so  that  when  they  travel  abroad  the  European  sees  Uncle 
Sam  and  the  stars  and  stripes. 

“How  fortunate  are  those  who  have  an  interest  in  local  history.  Their 
wisdom  and  happiness  is  greater  than  that  of  those  whose  souls  are  mangled 
by  the  gyrations  of  the  stock  market.  They  do  not  die  daily  under  the 
finding  of  the  new  lows  by  their  trusted  stpcks.  Better  some  snobbery 
than  indulgence  in  the  crazy  fury  of  the  get-rich-quick  and  the  get-poor- 
sure. 

“One  cannot  go  out  into  the  river  valleys  and  commune  with  the 
physical  evidence  of  the  past  without  seeing  something,  without  seeing 
the  sturdy  men  and  women  who  battled  against  natural  obstacles  to  make 
loud  grow,  without  Seeing  the  toil  of  their  lives,  without  seeing  the  rise 
from  small  beginnings  to  mighty  accomplishment;  without  realizing  in 
the  churches  and  schools  around  which  their  hamlets  were  built  that  the 
development  of  their  minds  and  the  devotion  of  their  souls  was  for  God — 
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to  bring  them  into  touch  with  the  Infinite.  What  of  us  who  walk  behind 
them?  Do  we  walk  in  their  footsteps?  Or  have  we  turned  aside  as  the 
children  of  Israel  to  worship  gods  of  wood  and  brass  and  stone? 

“Automobiles,  the  pictures,  sky  ships  and  money  are  the  things  only 
that  satisfy  the  longings  of  the  modern  heart.  If  so,  contemplation  and 
performance  of  the  duties  of  membership  in  your  society  can  suggest  the 
path  to  normalcy.” — Selected  by  the  II istorian. 

Discussing  what  the  activities  of  an  historical  society  should  be.  Judge 
Hasbrouck  outlined  many  objectives,  among  them  being  the  searching  of 
records  and  maps;  to  see  that  the  records  and  minutes  of  the  meetings  of 
town  and  county  boards  are  preserved,  as  they  are  of  great  historic  value. 
School  records  as  well  as  church  records  should  be  kept  safe  for  future 
reference;  old  tombstones  should  be  read  and  the  inscriptions  carefully 
copied;  newspapers  should  be  scanned  and  clippings  made  of  articles  re¬ 
lating  to  industries  and  to  current  history;  old  deeds,  books,  almanacs, 
data  as  to  highways,  turnpikes  and  railroads,  are  all  of  historic  value. 

The  society  should  make  an  effort  to  reclaim  lost  records  and  see  that 
they  are  adequately  protected.  The  salvaging  of  these  records  is  a  most 
interesting  and  absorbing  work,  said  Judge  Hasbrouck.  He  suggested  the 
erection  of  monuments  on  historic  spots  and  advised  the  incorporation 
of  the  society  under  the  Membership  incorporation  Law  of  the  State. 

[Summary  of  activities  from  Examiner,  Xor.  21,  192S.] 

Here’s  an  Early  Account  [1807] 

of  the  Kaaterskill  Falls,  published  in  1807  at  Philadelphia  by  James  Mease, 
M.  D.,  in  a  compact  duodecimo  volume  of  500  pages  entitled  “A  Geological 
Account  of  the  United  States;  comprehending  a  Short  Description  of  their 
Animal,  Vegetable,  and  Mineral  Productions,  Antiquities  and  Curiosities.” 
The  description  of  the  cataracts  we  now  know  respectively  as  Haines’  Fall- 
and  Kaaterskill  Falls  is  on  pages  4  55  to  458. 

Mease  says:  “A  branch  of  Kadir’s  Kill,  Xew  York,  after  a  pretty  rapid 
descent  along  its  bed,  first  pitches  more  than  two  fathoms,  and  then  run 
ning  a  few  rods  further,  falls  in  a  most  beautiful  sheet  down  a  steej>. 
which  measured  a  little  distance  off  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet.  At  n» 
great  distance  below,  the  water  again  falls  more  than  one  hundred  feet, 
and  continues  descending  with  such  violence  and  rapidity  along  its  channel, 
that  the  whole  descent,  has  been  estimated  within  one  quarter  of  a  mile, 
to  be  four  hundred  feet.  The  going  down  and  coming  up  of  the  rocks, 
which  form  the  sides  of  the  talley  are  so  difficult,  that  the  bones  of  bears 
and  deer,  are  said  to  be  frequently  met  with  below  them,  owing  probably 
to  the  animals  having  descended  to  drink,  and,  not  being  able  to  return, 
starved  to  death  there.  The  face  of  the  rocks  is  worn  somewhat  circular, 
and  is  considerably  excavated  below.  The  stream  is  of  course,  precipitated 
to  the.  bottom  without  impediment,  and  very  much  divided  into  spray,  by 
so  long  a  passage  through  the  air.  Between  the  fallen  water  and  the  rock, 
the  space  is  covered  with  verdure,  and  the  whole  distance  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top  is  beautified  with  plants,  which  find  room  for  their  roots  between 
the  crumbling  layers  and  among  the  mouldering  parts  of  the  rock.  The 
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mosses,  maiden  hairs,  strawberries,  shumacks,  and  spruces,  which  have 
fixed  themselves  here,  give  to  the  scene  a  very  lively  and  pleasant  air; 
and,  owing  to  the  abundant  evaporation,  there  is  so  little  heat  prevalent 
at  this  place,  that  snow  remains  unmelted  until  near  the  middle  of  June, 
between  the  descending  torrent  and  the  rock  from  which  it  is  projected. 
Both  sides  of  the  valley  through  which  the  water  hastens  away,  are  com¬ 
posed  of  steep  and  lofty  rocks,  supporting  huge  trees,  chiefly  of  the  ever¬ 
green  kind;  and  along  this  there  is  an  extensive  view  of  the  mountain 
sides  towards  the  east.  Among  the  fragments,  which,  by  the  undermining 
of  the  water  below,  are  from  time  to  time,  breaking  off  in  masses  of  many 
tons  weight,  and  rushing  to  the  bottom,  and  some  of  which  are  now  hang¬ 
ing  almost  in  equipoise,  just  ready  to  drop;  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation 
keeps  out  of  sight  the  bare  and  disordered  appearance,  and,  in  good  degree, 
conceals  behind  its  perpetual  foliage,  those  ruinous  and  wreck-like  appear¬ 
ances  of  nature.  It  unluckily  happened  when  we  were  there,  the  quantity 
of  water  was  small,  but  from  the  size  of  the  logs  drifted  down,  and  left 
by  the  subsiding  freshets  among  the  rocks  of  the  channel,  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  imagining  how  great  and  impetuous  the  flow  must  sometimes 
be,  that  could  float  such  pieces  of  timber  along,  and  split  them  to  shivers 
in  their  fall.  From  the  edge  of  the  bank,  a  little  way  off.  where  several 
large  trees  afford  a  firm  hold,  securing  the  spectator  from  slipping,  a 
tolerable  view  can  be  obtained.  There  is  something  in  it  exceedingly 
picturesque,  which,  under  the  pencil  of  an  artist,  would  afford  a  sketc  h 
possessing  much  novelty  and  peculiarity. 

“Another  cataract,  called  Mitchell's  Falls,  is  on  the  Kadlr’s  Kill,  itself. 
Exactly  at  the  precipice  the  mountain  seems  to  have  been  rent  asunder, 
and,  receding  to  the  right  and  left,  leaves  between  its  enormous  and  craggy 
piles,  a  deep  and  dreadful  opening.  This  takes  a  turn  towards  the  left, 
and  winding  along  in  that  direction,  the  view  is  soon  intercepted.  From 
a  point  of  elevated  rock,  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  falls,  the  whole  bend  is 
full  in  prospect  extending  like  a  vast  amphitheatre  from  its  commencement, 
just  on  t lie  right  hand,  to  its  termination,  by  the  intervening  objects  at 
the  other  extreme.  A  border  of  hemlocks  {Finns  Abies  Cnnad.t  and  pines 
adorns  the  brow  of  the  rocks;  a  like  covering,  mixed  with  laurels  (A«/mki 
major)  and  white  cedars  {thana  ueeitb  ntnlix)  down  the  steep,  impart  to 
them  perennial  greenness;  and  the  whole  distance  thence  to  the  bottom 
of  the  chasm,  is  skirted  with  similar  trees  and  shrubs.  Whether  you  look 
down,  or  round,  the  prospect,  though  not  extensive,  is  sublime  aud.  awful. 
The  water  first  falls  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  perpendicular,  into 
a  large  bason  or  excavation,  in  the  rock  l>ek>w.  of  about  forty  yaids  in 
diameter;  then  issuing  from  this  pool,  it  suffers  a  second  fall  of  eighty 
feet  more,  making  in  the  whole,  a  descent  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two 
feet.  To  look  down  from  the  projecting  layer  of  stone  which  forms  the 
brink,  is  too  dangerous  for  the  most  steady  head. 

“t'pon  tite  whole,  however,  it  may  he  observed,  that  though  the  quantity 
of  water  is  less,  these  falls  are  more  worth  a  sight  than  those  of  I'assaick, 
the  ('(dices,  or  the  upper  ones  of  the  Mohawk." 

These  remarks  are  credited  by  Mease  to  "Dr.  Mitchell"  apparently 
meaning  Dr.  Samuel  D.  Mitchill  who  published  in  1 T 1* i>  "a  sketch  of  the 
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mineralogical  history  of  the  State  of  New  York”  in  the  ‘‘Medical  Reposi¬ 
tory”  (New  York  City),  to  which  Mease  frequently  refers  on  other  pages. 
Such  facts  emphasize  the  part  played  by  the  medical  men  in  bringing  to 
birth  American  science  when  men  of  culture  and  leisure  were  rare  outside 
their  profession. — V.  Jan.  >.l,  10.10. 


Back  in  1821  [1821-1896] 

a  ‘‘School  meating”  was  called  in  the  town  of  Cairo,  and  a  book  of  minutes 
was  started  that  lasted  [present]  District  11,  South  Cairo,  down  to  the 
end  of  1890.  This  entire  book  of  minutes  has  been  preserved  for  us  by 
the  forethought  of  a  gentleman  in  that  village,  and  just  deposited  by  him 
with  the  County  Historian.  From  time  to  time  we  shall  find  opportunity 
to  publish  some  of  the  interesting  records  it  contains;  but  the  point  now 
in  mind  is  that  there  may  be  many  other  such  books  saved  by  careful 
people  in  this  county  who  feel  they  are  too  meaningful  to  be  destroyed  and 
yet  do  not  know  quite  what  to  do  with  them.  May  I  ask  all  such  to  bring 
them  to  the  Historian's  oflb  e  in  the  Court  House  (“second  floor  front”)  as 
soon  as  convenient  and  place  them  with  Mrs.  Vedder  for  permanent  safe¬ 
keeping?  In  fact,  bring  any  old  books  and  papers  that  you  wish  to  get  rid 
of — they  may  be  of  more  value  than  you  think.  Especially,  do  not  destroy 
old  Bibles  with  family  records.  Bring  them  to  Mrs.  Vedder.  Their  rec¬ 
ords  are  priceless. — C.  Feb.  i  s,  lo.ii/. 

The  first  entry  in  the  clerk’s  book  of  districts  No.  9  and  12  is  that  of 
November  10,  1821.  No.  9  was  in  the  town  of  Catskill,  and  No.  12  in  the 
town  of  Cairo,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  consolidated  under  one  roof, 
but  retained  their  identity  as  to  district  numbers. 

This  first  recorded  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  David  Wicks,  of 
Cairo,  with  Nathan  Hawley  chairman,  and  the  only  business  transacted 
was  the  election  of  Elisha  Blaekmar  as  clerk. 

A  week  later  at  the  same  place,  they  again  adjourned  for  four  days, 
when,  with  Nathan  Hawley  chairman,  David  Wicks  was  elected  clerk, 
James  Elting  collector,  and  the  following  trustees;  Peter  Sax,  Absalom 
Post  and  David  Wicks.  It  was  also  voted  to  employ  a  teacher  for  three 
months,  reconsidered  and  extended  to  four  months,  eacli  "imploier  to  de¬ 
liver  to  the  school  one  cord  of  good  wood  to  be  cut  three  feet  long  and 
said  imploier  is  to  have  credit  of  $2.00  for  each  cord  as  far  as  his  pripotion 
may  be  according  to  the  number  of  Schollers  that  he  sends  to  the  said 
school.” 

Mar.  20,  1S22,  it  was  resolved  to  build  a  new  school  house,  and  James 
M.  Sanford,  Frederick  Powel,  in  District  No.  9,  Joseph  Hilbert,  Elisha 
Blaekmar  and  Robert  I3a!ey  in  Dist.  No.  12,  to  be  a  committee  and  to  meet 
at  the  same  place,  the  first  Saturday  in  April  at  2  p.  m.  It  was  also  re¬ 
solved  that  the  trustees  were  to  “apply  to  the  owner  of  the  Hoit  [site] 
that  the  committee  Cites  for  the  new  school  house”  and  to  report  to  the 
committee  the  first  Monday  in  May,  etc. 

In  November  the  trustees  are  authorized  to  prohibit  the  teacher  from 
buying  “any  Books  in  the  School  for  his  own  private  use.”  Jan.  9.  1  822, 
the  sum  of  $22".  is  authorized  to  be  raised  for  a  new  school  house  and  the 
“Cite”  for  it  to  be  on  the  “South  Side  of  the  Susquehannah  turnpike  Road 
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on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  farm  lately  owned  by  Jeremiah  Clark  but 
now  owned  by  stockholders  of  the  Greene  County  Bank  adjoining  the 
gardain  of  Mr.  Sisson.”  On  the  27th  it  was  voted  that  only  $270  should 
be  raised  by  tax  for  the  new  school  house,  and  the  trustees  were  to  dispose 
of  the  old  one  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  use  of  the  districts.  However, 
at  another  meeting  held  Nov.  10,  1  S 2 3 ,  they  voted  to  repair  the  old  school 
house  to  the  extent  of  $4  0.  This  sum  included  the  purchase  of  a  stove. 

In  1825  the  length  of  wood  to  be  furnished  was  reduced  to  18  inches, 
a  half  cord  to  each  “imployer”  and  twelve  shilling  allowed  for  each  cord. 
April  3,  1820,  it  was  again  voted  to  build  a  new  school,  the  sum  of  $250 
to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  and  the  buiding  to  measure  20  by  28  feet. 
C.  C.  W.  Cleveland  was  clerk.  They  were  now  employing  women  teachers 
and  having  both  winter  and  summer  terms. 

Dec.  6.  1827,  they  again  vote  for  a  new  school  house.  None  of  the 
former  actions  are  recorded  as  having  been  revoked  and  one  can  only  read 
between  the  lines,  of  opposing  factions.  The  building  was  to  be  on  the 
same  spot  as  formerly  decided  upon,  but  described  in  addition  as  the  lands 
of  Mr.  More.  It  was  to  be  finished  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  on  or  before 
the  first  of  March,  1S2S.  In  this  year  the  wood  was  to  be  split  suitable 
for  a  Franklin  stove. 

On  October  13,  1S28,  in  the  new  school  house,  a  meeting  was  held  at 
which  the  trustees  were  authorized  to  furnish  the  wood  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  a  committee  composed  of  E.  Blackmar,  It.  Baley,  C.  C.  \Y.  Cleve¬ 
land,  were  to  give  the  new  school  a  name.  After  a  few  minutes  of  de¬ 
liberation  they  reported  the  name  as  “Harmony.”  Elisha  Blackmar.  John 
Wolcott  and  Rufus  Lathrop  were  the  trustees,  C.  C.  W.  Cleveland  clerk, 
and  Robert  Bailey  moderator. 

April  6,  1  829,  the  trustees  are  again  empowered  to  sell  the  old  school 
house  for  the  benefit  of  the  districts  and  that  the  school  shall  be  kept 
by  a  “Mistress”  for  six  months.  Oct.  12th  it  was  voted  that  the  money 
obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  old  school  house  be  “apportioned  toward 
paying  for  the  bell.”  In  November  the  trustees  are  instructed  to  pay  the 
money  which  was  in  their  hands  at  the  time  of  building  the  new  school 
house  to  Miss  Polly  Chandler  for  tuition  owing  her  as  teacher  in  1S2G. 

In  1834  wood  goes  up  to  $2.25  a  cord  and  in  183(1  to  $2.75.  It  was 
also  voted  to  levy  a  tax  of  $25  for  a  new  stove,  pipe  and  repairs.  In  1837 
they  again  voted  for  the  new  stove,  pipe,  and  repairs  to  school. 

The  list  of  parents’  names  and  number  of  scholars  in  1839  was  as 
follows: 

James  El  ting  . - 

William  Barton  . . . 

James  Gaddis  . . 

01i\er  Eggleston  . 

John  llowk 

Sidney  Gregory  ..  ...  . 

William .  Purdy  . — - 

Stanley  G.  Hill 
Isaac  Etoe  . 


1 


Abraham  Winnia  _  l 

Robert  Baley . .  1 

John  Riclitmyre  . .  .  2 

George  Wells  .. _  _ _ 

Daniel  Bassett  .  . 

Myron  Lathrop  4 

Rufus  Lathrop  . 1 

Burr  Ba nks  _  .....  3 


f  Above  in  the  town  of  Cairo.] 


52 


to  Cl 


. 

■ 


*  > 


. 


' 


PARENTS.  OFFICERS 


John  Marcey . . 1 

John  S.  Wolcott  .  1 

Coleman  Cargal  .  . 1 

John  Sax  4 

Miss  June  . 1 


Peter  Sax  . . . . _ . . .  1 

Wm.  G.  Sanford  .  .  2 

Richard  Salisbury  . . .  1 

Ira  Phinney  . . . . .  2 

John  Scott  ........  -  . .  2 


In  1839  wood  was  $3.00  per  cord;  $3.50  if  cut  for  the  stove,  and 
the  school  meeting  held  in  the  “Chapel  School  House."  In  IS  10  Maria 
Eggleston  taught  the  school  and  in  1S43  the  number  of  days  is  charged 
to  each  head  of  the  house.  For  instance  William  G.  Sanford  is  charged 
for  161  days,  $1.61%.  In  1846  in  district  Xo.  9  of  the  town  of  Catskill 
there  were  15  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  and  in  Xo.  12, 
the  town  of  Cairo,  there  were  40  children  of  that  age  with  S.  Martin  as 
teacher  for  all  and  a  tax  was  levied  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  plain 
desk  for  the  library.  Two  years  later  insurance  was  taken  out.  In  1852 
the  bell  was  repaired,  some  coal  bought,  and  in  1S55  it  was  voted  that 
new  seats  be  made,  the  house  widened  and  painted. 

In  1858  Hie  district  meeting  was  dissatisfied  with  the  settlement  made 
by  Francis  Elting  of  the  money  received  by  him  while  trustee,  but  at  the 
next  meeting  he  was  chosen  collector,  and  seemingly  for  the  first  time 
officers  were  chosen  by  ballot.  There  were  three  trustees.  Howard  Sher¬ 
man.  Daniel  J.  Richards  and  Joshua  Carmen,  with  Zera  Ferry  librarian, 
which  office  he  held  for  a  long  time.  It  was  also  voted  unanimously  that 
“religious  meetings  of  all  kinds  be  held  in  the  school  house;’’  Oliver  Phin¬ 
ney  clerk,  and  Alanson  Lathrop  chairman.  Coal  from  Xovember  to 
February  cost  $7.65,  which  was  paid  “Tuzyar"  Buckley. 

In  December  of  this  same  year  it  was  voted  to  raise  $28.86  as  expense 
of  first  suit  against  Francis  Elting  by  the  district,  also  $48.33,  expenses  of 
second  suit.  The  report  does  not  go  into  detail  as  to  the  charges  against 
Mr.  Elting,  and  it  is  inferred  they  could  not  have  been  serious  as  he  was 
chairman  of  the  meetings,  trustee,  and  one  of  the  building  committee  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  year.  In  1866  School  Commissioner  Mulford  notified 
the  district  that  it  would  hereafter  be  known  as  District  Xo.  11.  In  1S49 
District  Xo.  1  2  had  become  Xo.  2. 


In  1  868  Cornelius  Van  Deusen  was  chairman  of  a  meeting  at  which 
it  was  voted  “to  rebuild  the  school  house  on  the  present  foundation,  using 
the  present  frame,”  and  later  it  was  voted  that  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $500 
be  allowed  for  rebuilding,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Francis  Elting, 
Joshua  Carman  and  Harmon  Cole  appointed. 

In  1881  it  was  voted  to  buy  shutters.  F.  H.  Cole  clerk.  In  1SS4  the 
school  house  was  painted  inside  and  out  and  sheds  considered,  but  no  rec¬ 
ord  of  having  been  built.  In  1892  a  new  roof  was  authorized.  The  record 
closes  with  the  year  1S96  and  there  is  much  of  interest  and  historic  value 
in  this  old  book.  (School  record  deposited  with  the  Greene  County  His¬ 
torical  society  In  Charles  P.  Jones,  South  Cairo.)- 

Perhaps  someone  can  tell  us  where  the  first  school  building  stood. 
We  also  hope  someone  can  fell  the  exact  spot  of  the  old  bell  factory  at 
South  Cairo.  It  has  been  described  in  a  local  newspaper  as  standing  where 
the  “Susquehanna  turnpike  crossed  the  little  stream  called  the  Mine  kill 
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Visit  of  General  Lafayette  to  Catskill.  [1824] 

At  a  recent  loan  exhibit  held  by  Columbia  County  Historical  Society, 
the  old  coach  in  which  General  Lafayette  drove  through  the  streets  of 
Hudson  was  on  exhibition.  It  is  now  the  property  of  that  society,  given 
by  Miss  Frances  C.  Carpenter  of  Lebanon  Springs.  This  brings  to  mind 
the  fact  that  Lafayette  once  visited  Catskill,  and  an  account  of  his  visit  is 
found  in  an  old  scrap  book. 

As  early  as  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  September  1  7,  182  4,  hundreds 
of  people  gathered  at  the  landing  at  Catskill  to  greet  their  expected  guest. 
General  Lafayette.  The  military  parade  began  at  6  o’c  lock.  Windows 
and  piazzas  were  crowded,  and  all  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the  place  had 
gathered  to  do  honor  to  him.  At  the  long  wharf  a  way  had  to  be  cleared 
by  the  militia. 

A  few  minutes  before  10  o'clock,  the  James  Kent  steamed  up  with 
colors  flying  and  was  greeted  by  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns.  The  general 
had  been  detained  for  some  hours  at  Clermont  and  was  reluctant  to  land 
because  of  an  engagement  at  Albany  which  could  not  be  delayed.  How¬ 
ever  he  was  induced  to  land  and  amid  the  noise  of  another  salute  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  entered  a  barouche  drawn  by  four  white  horses  which  carried 
him  rapidly  to  the  head  of  the  street  and  back  again  to  the  Croswell 
hotel,  where  he  stopped  amid  loud  cheers,  to  bow  to  the  spectators. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  village  an  arch  had  been  formed  and  decorated 
with  flowers  and  evergreens  bearing  the  words,  “Welcome,  Lafayette." 
It  was  surmounted  by  a  stuffed  eagle,  shot  the  previous  day  along  the  Snake 
road.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  arch  were  the  words:  “Farewell  Our 
Country’s  Friend."  The  following  address  was  to  have  been  given  by  one 
of  the  village  children,  had  his  stay  been  as  long  as  anticipated: 

"General  Lafayette:  —  While  the  most  distinguished  honors  of  the 
country  have  justly  been  paid  to  the  friend  of  Washington  and  the  cham¬ 
pion  of  liberty,  we  ardently  pray  that  our  moral  and  religious  privileges 
may  be  continued,  promoted  and  appreciated:  and  as  we  are  aware  that 
the  enlightening,  civilizing  and  ameliorating  influences  of  the  Bible  are 
the  strongest  and  most  efficient,  means  of  maintaining  the  glorious  ad¬ 
vantages  we  enjoy,  we,  the  children  of  the  village  of  Catskill.  solicit  Gen¬ 
eral  Lafayette  to  permit  us  to  constitute  him  a  life  director  of  the  American 
Bible  society:  presuming  that  you  sir,  will  duly  appreciate  the  motives 
which  have  induced  us  to  adopt  this  expression  of  our  gratitude,  for  services 
too  essential  to  American  freedom  ever  to  be  forgotten." 

One  can  imagine  the  great  disappointment  of  the  youth,  whoever  he 
may  have  been,  who  had  been  selected  to  make  the  presentation,  when  it 
was  found  Lafayette  could  not  stay  for  the  ceremony.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  was  the  sum  paid  for  the  life  membership.  Later  the  general 
“returned  kind  acknowledgement  of  the  honor  done  him."  Erastus  Beach 
drove  the  coach  in  which  he  rode  through  Catskill. 

Fourteen  guns  were  fired  when  the  steamer  left,  and  Lafayette  was 
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LAFAYETTE’S  VISIT 


accompanied  by  a  committee  of  citizens.  On  landing  at  Hudson  he  mounted 
an  elegant  barouche  drawn  by  four  black  horses.  Here,  too,  his  stay  was 
short. — V.  Oct.  23,  .1030. 


Items  from  Mrs.  Vedder,  [1824-1829] 

our  County  Historian,  will  form  an  important  section  of  this  “corner.” 
Here  are  two: 

Jan.  30,  1  S 2 4 — .\t  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lex¬ 
ington,  it  was  Resolved,  unanimously,  that  "we  are  unwilling  that  any 
part  of  the  said  town  of  Lexington  should  be  annexed  to  the  county  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  erected  from  parts  of  the  counties  of  Greene,  Albany,  Delaware 
and  Schoharie.” 

Signed,  Elijah  Bushnell,  Chairm. 

Henry  Goslee,  Sec. 

Dec.  17,  1829 — A  writer  who  signs  himself  a  “Wayfaring  Man”  com¬ 
ments  on  the  improvement  of  roads  from  Athens  to  Madison  (Leeds)  as 
follows:  "The  ascent  of  the  ‘Kallek-berg’  has  been  reduced  many  degrees 
at  great  expense  and  labor.*  The  great  plain  of  the  Wolf-gap,  a  mile 
across  swamp  ground,  has  been  substantially  academized,—  parts  of  the 
main  street  elevated  and  permanently  bedded  with  stones  and  adorned  by 
the  elegant  new  house  of  Casper  Van  Loon  and  the  firm  brick  stores  of 
James  G.  Foster  and  Castle  Seeley.” — V.  (C.)  Xu r.  23,  1920. 

*  (Lord  knows,  it  is  steep  enough  yet! !  —  Editor ) . 


When  the  Windham  Turnpike  Was  Built.  [1824] 

In  1  824  Robert  Turney,  of  Windham,  found  his  cows  one  morning 
doing  battle  with  a  large  black  bear.  The  cows  did  not  seem  to  be  much 
concerned  in  the  matter,  trusting  to  their  sharp  horns  to  keep  bruin  in 
his  proper  place,  and  when  Mr.  Turney  arrived  on  the  scene  with  an 
axe  the  bear  started  for  the  mountain  side.  On  the  way,  so  the  story 
goes,  lie  turned  to  take  a  last  lingering  look  at  the  Windham  turnpike  then 
being  built,  reflecting  no  doubt  on  the  changes  which  would  follow  its 
completion,  making  the  country  unsafe  for  bears. 

“Unfortunately  that  moment  was  his  last  for  Mr.  Turney  ended  his 
life  with  a  fatal  blow.  Within  the  last  week,"  the  article  goes  on  to  state, 
“many  bears  have  been  seen  along  the  new  road.  They  have,  no  doubt, 
come  to  pay  a  farewell  visit  to  the  ground  they  have  so  often  traversed 
in  safety;  but  which  they  are  not  henceforth  to  consider  as  their  own." 
— V.  Oct.  23,  1030. 


The  Old  Malden  Turnpike.  [1S25-1900] 

was  incorporated  in  182.'.  as  the  Bristol  turnpike,  that  being  then  the  name 
of  present  Malden.  The  road  was  built  and  runiling  in  ISllO,  when  the 
change  of  name  occurred.  It  started  from  Malden-on- Hudson  and  con¬ 
tinued  west  to  Kaatsbaan  four-corners  on  the  Old  Kings  Road,  where  until 
recently  stood  the  ruins  of  a  large  limekiln,  and  on  (following  the  course 
of  the  present  concrete  road  but  with  many  more  twists  and  turns  in 
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Quarryville)  to  Palenville,  where  it  ran  on  the  south  side  of  the  Kaaters 
Kill  to  site  of  the  present  Palenville  hotel  (swimming  pool).  There  it 
joined  the  old  Blue  Mountain,  or  Hunter,  turnpike  (“clove  road")  as  that 
crossed  the  creek.  It  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  major  turnpikes  built  in 
this  county,  though  less  than  two  miles  lay  within  the  bounds  of  Greene 
county,  and  it  carried  a  heavy  traffic  from  the  huge  tanneries  of  Hunter 
township  to  the  shipping  docks  at  Malden.  Later,  as  the  bluestone  busi¬ 
ness  grew,  a  stone  tramway  was  laid  on  one  side  of  it  from  Quarryville 
to  the  stone-working  docks  on  the  river,  to  which  we  used  to  skate  down 
in  winter  time,  and  where  huge  saws  and  planes  prepared  the  flagstones 
from  Quarryville  for  the  “sidewalks  of  New  York.”  Here  and  there  one  of 
the  deeply  rutted  stones  of  the  old  tramway  may  still  be  seen  sticking  up 
through  the  macadam  on  the  south  side  of  the  present  road,  especially 
near  the  railway  crossing.  The  old  lumbering  low-slung  stone-carts  are 
gone  but  not  wholly  forgotten. — C.  June  26,  1930. 


Here's  Another  Item  [1829] 

from  Mrs.  Vedder.  How  we  would  like  to  see  the  honor  roll  of  these 
grand  jurors  of  1  829  who  wouldn't  touch  a  drop!  Who'll  find  the  list 
for  us? 

1829 — “The  Grand  Jurors,  nineteen  in  number,  were  sworn  in  on  May 
25,  and  did  their  business  at  the  tavern.  No  strong  drink  was  used  during 
the  session.  On  the  26th  their  business  was  finished  and  because  the 
proprietor  had  received  no  benefit  from  their  occupation  of  his  room  some 
one  proposed  that  liquor  should  be  bought.  A  number  of  decanters  with 
various  kinds  of  liquor  was  sent  up,  but  all  excused  themselves  from 
drinking,  and  the  jurors  contributed  $5  for  the  use  of  the  room." — 
V.  (C.)  Dec.  5,  1929. 


In  1830  a  Fire  [1830] 

engine  company  was  incorporated  by  law  in  “the  village  of  Williamson,  in 
the  town  of  Hunter,”  Greene  County.  We  have  never  heard  of  a  William¬ 
son  village  in  this  county.  Nevertheless  the  reference  is  correct,  the  bill 
having  been  sponsored  by  our  Mr.  Quackenboss,  assemblyman  from  Greene, 
whose  home  was  in  Hunter.  Which  village  in  that  town  bore  the  name 
of  Williamson  in  1830? — C.  Met/  29.  1930. 


A  Gentleman  Over  Eighty  [  1 830  ?- 1 884] 

writes  his  i ecollo  t ions  for  the  Historical  Society,  and  we  take  the  liberty 
to  print  a  few  of  them.  Mr.  Willis  Baldwin  of  Hunter  is  the  gentleman. 
Will  not  others  follow  his  lead?  1 1  is  at  count  of  the  history  of  Hunter 
town  ami  \illage,  as  lie  remembers  them,  is  a  delightful  narrative  of  men 
and  events. 

“It  is  men  and  people  that  make  history."  Mr.  Baldwin  truly  re¬ 
marks.  And  he  names  over  a  hundred  of  the  men  who  made  history  in 
Hunter  in  the  last  century.  Of  Colonel  William  W.  Edwards,  son  of  the 
original  Colonel  William  Edwards,  he  says:  “He  was  a  tall  fine  looking 
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OLD  DAYS  IN  HUNTER 

man  and  in  his  latter  days  his  hair  and  beard  were  white.  When  he 
walked,  his  body  bent  slightly  forward  as  if  in  haste  to  get.  there.” 

A  little  episode  of  the  first  Col.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Baldwin's  grandfather 
Richard  Howk,  ‘‘a  large  boned  and  powerful  man,”  is  told  as  it  came  to 
him  from  Mr.  Asa  Lord.  ‘‘Grandfather  was  coming  down  the  north  side 
of  the  street.  Col.  Edwards's  office  was  on  the  south  side.  Col.  Edwards 
came  out  of  his  office  and  called.  ‘Howk,  come  over  here.'  The  roadway 
was  a  streak  of  mud  at  the  time.  Grandfather  looked  across  and  said, 
‘Colonel,  I  don't  see  as  it  is  any  farther  from  there  here  than  from  here 
over  there’.” 

Not  so  easy,  perhaps,  for  the  present  generation  to  grasp,  yet  even 
your  editor  is  not  so  young  hut  he  can  remember  when  crossing  Main 
street,  Catskill,  at  the  Bridge  street  corner  was  a  perilous  proceeding  at 
this  time  of  year,  and  how  he  once  landed  on  the  far  side  minus  one  rubber 
but  plus  quite  a  bit  more  weight. 

“Another  great  event  was  when  President  Arthur  visited  Hunter,” 
writes  Mr.  Baldwin.  “Joel  W.  Mason,  head  of  the  chair  manufacturing 
interests  here,  and  President  Arthur  were  old  friends  and  workers  together 
in  the  politics  of  New  York  city,  and  by  Colonel  Mason  the  President  was 
invited  to  spend  a  day  in  Hunter.  The  President  at  the  time  was  at  the 
Catskill  Mountain  House.  A  delegation  consisting  of  Grand  Army  men 
mounted,  a  reception  committee  and  citizens  in  all  kinds  of  horse-drawn 
vehicles  met  the  President  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  village  near  the 
Prospect  House  and  escorted  him  to  the  Hunter  House,  where  a  grand 
reception  was  held  and  lunch  was  served.  A  platform  had  been  built 
out  from  the  upper  balcony  of  the  Hunter  House  and  here  the  President 
addressed  the  crowd  which  filled  the  park  in  front  of  the  Hunter  House 
and  the  street  and  the  Presbyterian  church  yard  opposite 

“One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  occasion  was  when  Uncle  Eph 
Lord  from  East  Jewett  came  in  with  his  Fife  and  Drum  Band.  They 
were  in  red  shirts  on  a  lumber  wagon  drawn  by  oxen,  and  Uncle  Eph 
stood  up  in  front  with  his  fife  and  his  sons  were  behind  with  the  drums. 
President  Arthur  made  a  special  distinction  of  this  by  going  out  and 
shaking  hands  with  Uncle  Eph  and  the  boys  and  congratulating  them.” — 
C.  March  13,  1930. 


Old-Fashioned  New  Year.  ,  [1840 J 

Until  about  the  year  1S40,  New  Year’s  Day  was  kept  in  Catskill 
according  to  the  old  customs.  In  dining  room  or  parlor  a  table  was  set 
covered  with  a  cloth  of  white  damask,  on  which  was  displayed  the  best 
china  of  the  hostess,  and  whatever  cut  glass  and  silver  she  had.  Each 
housewife  vied  with  her  neighbors  in  the  preparation  of  the  food  which 
was  displayed  upon  the  table:  of  the  turkey,  chickens,  smoked  tongues 
and  ham,  biscuits  and  takes.  Everything  was  served  by  the  daughters  of 
the  house  and  served  cold  excepting  the  coffee.  Tin-  Episcopalians  and 
the  Dutch  had  also  decanters  of  Madeira  or  sherry  upon  their  tables,  hut 
this  practice  was  forbidden  b\  the  more  rigid  standards  of  the  Presby¬ 
terians. 
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So  long  as  the  day  was  kept  in  the  villaee.  it  was  heartily  kept  by 
Harriet  Schuyler  Van  Orden.  In  no  house  did  the  callers  re<eive  a  kinder 
greeting  or  a  more  generous  hospitality.  On  that  day  especially  a  few  of 
the  little  boys  of  the  better  class,  with  clean  hands  and  faces,  fresh  whit- 
collars  turned  over  their  roundabouts,  as  jackets  were  then  called,  were 
allowed  to  make  a  few  calls.  They  generally  went  first  to  her  house. 
She  talked  pleasantly  to  them,  took  no  notice  of  their  bashfulness,  never 
gave  them  good  advice  or  talked  about  their  souls,  and  filled  tie  measure 
of  their  hungry  desires  by  giving  to  each  an  olykoek.  whlth  is  a  tooth¬ 
some  and  indigestible  doughnut  with  a  piece  of  appb*  or  a  few  raisins 
hidden  in  the  center.  Mrs.  Van  Orden  was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Van  Orden 
of  the  Imboght,  and  they  lived  on  upper  Main  street  in  the  old  Van  Orlen 
house. 

(Taken  from  an  old  scrap  book  and  was  probably  written  by  the  late 
Henry  Brace).—!'.  Jan.  2,  in JO. 


The  Keen  Eyes  [1S41-1S42] 

of  our  Historian,  looking  through  an  old  s  rap-book  of  no  apparent  value 
or  use  to  anyone,  found  that  there  was  writing  beneath  the  layer  of  pic¬ 
tures  and  poetry  clippings.  1  would  have  to  give  you  many  more  than 
three  guesses  as  to  what  she  found  underneath  when  the  top  dressing  w  s 
soaked  off.  The  treasurer's  book  of  receipts  for  the  old  «'anaj  har:e  Rail¬ 
way,  from  April.  1  S 4 1 .  to  May  of  1M2.  rniortunatel;  .  every  other  page 
had  been  trimmed  out.  to  make  room  for  the  thickness  of  ‘dippings.  >u: 
the  remaining  re<eipts  are  a  fine  collection  of  autographs  of  our  former 
citizens,  awakening  man}  memories  of  the  past.  We  are  printing  th**  I:s: 
in  the  hope  that  there  are  people  living  who  will  t*  :l  is  so;.:-  tiling  _  ' 

these  men  and  about  any  other  things  that  the  names  call  to  mind.  The 
Canajnharie  &  Cat  skill  Itail-fload  Company  (as  the  name  appears  on  the 
receipts)  had  been  in  operation  about  font  or  five  years  when  these  re¬ 
ceipts  were  dated,  and  very  soon  afterward  <ame  to  an  untimely  end;  in 
fact,  the  date  of  the  last  receipt  in  this  unfinished  hook  may  mark  the 
actual  close  of  operations.  We  print  the  date,  purpose  <  'the  s-une  being 
for”),  amount  and  signature,  in  order  as  recorded: 

MS41  l  Apr.  24.  for  Kxpences  to  X  York  to  see  Wagstaff. 

Ephraim  Beach:  Do..  $23. for  work  on  Track.  George  Floss:  Do..  $19.37. 
ditto.  Pi  I.avell:  l*o..  $7.4::  ditto,  iota  Moore:  Apr.  27.  $13-3$  ditto. 
Dan  id  Corn  wall;  Ma>  1.  $12.87  ditto.  Samuel  x  Mondin  his  mark  A 
Nearing  Witness.  [Now  who  was  “Wagstaff  ?] 

May  13.  $9.00  for  Wood  deli  d  in  the  fall  of  1  $  D».  Israel  f\  Salmon 
[or  Fulmer?  J ;  May  I'..  fl.M)  hr  Work  on  Tra<  k.  Ia*mis  Hickok:  Pc.. 
$1  4.2^  for  work  on  Track.  Charles  Huffman:  May  17.  for  Advertis¬ 
ing  for  pay  of  instalments.  Peter  Mix:  Apr.  24.  ?  '-73  for  u  rk  on  Tra  k. 

Janies  Scott.  Jr.:  liar  21.  ditto  at  -  -tons  4b  Cairo.  William 

Purdy.  [Where  was  “Eggleston's"?] 

May  2  4.  $1S.15  for  Work  on  Tra*  k.  Paul  x  Freedenburgh  his  mark: 
Do  .  $29.21  ditto.  Joseph  Corwin:  Do..  $1  S7  for  team  work  on  Track. 
Hugh  Connor;  Do..  $10.00  for  Work  on  Cars.  Joseph  Hane>  ;  Do..  $!.<  for 
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R-  R  *  Cote  4  Mar  3*.  »*.*>  for  c*am  Wort:  drawing 

Mood  for  Hunter,  S.  Mallory.  [For  what  did  ,Uj  w  l-atb-r?] 

Ann«iit  I/'  °“  £h*  Tr*Ck  *  °»  tfc*  f«W  !-*t  Mar. 

Augustus  Hamlin;  Do..  12  f3  for  Oil  Cloth  1»  _  siting  Glass  2  _  all  tor 

Pa^nger  Car  1,  P.  Breasted;  Do..  f31.fl  for  -or*  on  Track  4  "a. 4 

„  Tr*fk-  i’  -^ars)  Jctn  P.  Goetsebfus:  Do..  $14.47  for  rune ing 

gii.e.  Ecklor;  June  1.  $J.59  for  bringing  down  4  W:  -1  "ar  from 

-glestons  4  €  Wheel  from  P  Hollow.  William  Pcrd  ;  Do  .  f  *  :z  for  Work 

on  Track.  John  x  Cornwall  hts  inark.  [Here  we  Lave  Peter  Pressed 

**“  Item*  in  "•hillings''  at  eight  to  the  dollar—  2!  shillings. 

*  £  *  *-  I  to  wonder  wfce’r.r  "-re  wer*  .  r 
Cars  than  “1"  and  whether  it  was  Plotter  Hollow  or  Prestoa  Hollow  from 
which  Purdj  brought  the  ~S  Wheel  r2r.  '  sis«  the  railway  a  ver  to 
either,  hut  only  as  far  as  Cooksburg.  tkouzh  it  was  surr*  *  eo 
through  Preston  Hollow.  Will  somebody  up  that  war  tell  us  more  about  it?] 
Mar.  2..  Si. 75  for  work  on  Track.  John  C.  Chuiue;  Ms  ;  W 

for  M  ork  on  Cars.  S.  M.  Bui  lor  k  for  Phoeuix  Pouudrr:  Ji» 
on  the  Track  152.2.  [Ie«]  ld.fi*  b.  am  ledger..  Gilt*  guttou:  !*»..  ff'f.jf 
for  Work  on  Track  £  on  Cars  ■  lf-lf  Track.  5..-  Carsi.  WHfiam  Weed; 
June  4.  fl.aO  for  Repairing  Boxes  to  Lw omoiire.  Fra.  Sacre:  June  7 
$3.0"  for  Work  on  tra.  k  with  team.  Alexander  Voider.  [The  ab  re*.  I  :  - 
m  the  signature  of  Francis  Sayre  looks  no>  Fro  'A- 

Comae  unquestionably  signed  his  name  with  ac,  “a  I 

June  30.  $129.99  in  part  pa?  meat  for  Building  Depot,  the  suae  p»a 
hr  E.  Hawley.  Orrin  Pfceips  [pencil  memo.,  -p.i  froo*  the  E?t 
Mr.  Sanders’];  July  1.  JK.57  for  Work  on  track.  William  i  Braadow  his 
mark;  July  2.  $..49  Sawing  Wood  and  puapping  Water.  Ramon  x  Ha 
his  mark;  July  3.  I1S.S5  for  Work  on  Cars  £  Ux  emotive  < Loco  9  Cars 
MJSKVBte  £  Co  per  A  Wilise;  July  5.  $**.«.  ditto  I  Loco  7.C9  Cars 
41.-).  a  M.  Bullock  Suit.  [Supt.  ]  Phoenix  Foundry;  Do..  |;>;y  ftjr  Wort 
on  Cars.  Joseph  Haney.  [Which  depot  did  Phelps  build?  Docs  anyone 
know  wnere  the  1 ‘atskia  term  3as  — ss  p-- r* 

’  1  •'  fa  r *  •:  *■  Lbmu  tire  G  stun  Suf  Da 

Sll.bt  for  Work  on  Cars  £  Loro  Kars  ML-  Loco  i._».  Wilts*  £  Co.;  July 
IS.  J  for  Work  on  Track.  James  Scott.  Jr.;  fair  29.  $s.I2  for  Oil 

for  Cars,  Moses  Wash  bone;  Do.  $2*.**  for  Wort  on  Track  in  full.  Was.  x 


' - ’  '  '•  .1  -  *  •  •  -  . 


°PF-  for  attendance  as  Lnr*-\tor 


W.  C.  Baum.  [Mr.  Washburns  sigaature  C  a  rawl.  »  t'l- 

mean;  it  for  “born.  ']  ’ 

Julj  ;s-  **9.*9  for  four  Wheel  barrow  5  for  repairing  nod  in  the 
*®>r*B®*  Mesick:  July  If.  StM*  toward  wood  delivered  at  Patterns 

[Potters]  Hollow.  M.  Bell:  July  =9.  $5  90  for  amt  of  I.  Mallet  s  work  on 
Track.  Amos  Cornwall;  Do..  $!3.f2  for  amt  of  2  Orders  drawn  by  Than. 
J.  Falls.  Amos  Cornwall:  July  21.  !?;.;>  for  running  LonKotirp.  James 
Ecklor;  Do..  »  for  S?rr;re«  as  fir*  as.  WiHiam  UV  ;  .  r  -  r> 

engineer  ani  frcc.ic  ] 


Aug.  10.  ?:.*  for  ti~-?  of  Pr: it-  :  :  cl-  j  R?--. ~~ 


A  .  - 


i? 


for  Work  on  Track  last  spring.  James  Scott:  !*-».. 

Cars.  Augustus  Hamlin  7.  $5.99  in  full  for  haL  of  Wood  hall  Deem 


. 
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16,  1S40,  Abram  Person;  Aug.  20,  $76.22  for  Work  on  Track  pr.  Bill,  Lewis 
Hickok;  Aug.  211,  $6.60  for  bill  Oil  for  Cars.  Peter  x  Perry  his  mark. 

Sept.  27,  $30.31  for  Work  on  Tranck,  James  Scott,  Jr.;  Sept.  2S,  $">.,7  1 
for  sawing  \Vrood  at  Egglestons,  Barnabas  Lathrop;  Do.,  $4  1.74  for  Work 
on  Track,  Joseph  Corwin;  Oct.  2,  $2.50  for  Night  work  on  Locomotive, 

John  P.  Southwell;  Oct.  6,  $1,7. 22,  teaming  on  the  Road,  Abram  Bartley; 

Oct.  15,  $7.0  1  for  Work  on  Track  of  Rail  Road  by  John  Mallet,  Amos 
Cornwall. 

Nov.  5,  $21.25  for  Wood  at  Eglestons,  Seneca  Stewart;  Nov.  17, 

$169.55  for  Work  on  Car,  Joseph  Haney;  Nov.  IS,  $10.S4  for  Work  on 
Track,  Wm.  H.  Wilkins;  Nov.  20,  $44.00  for  Work  on  Cars,  John  x 
Cornwall  his  mark;  Nov.  22,  $20.00  for  Wood  hall  in  May  Last,  Abram 
Person;  Do.,  $4  0.00  for  Oil,  Amos  Cornwall. 

Nov.  29,  $6.12  for  work  on  Cans  [cars],  Richard  P.  Elmendorf;  Nov. 

30,  $47.90  one  dollar  more,  for  work  on  Track,  James  Roily;  Dec.  1,  $19.56 
for  Work  on  Track,  Edmand  Slerman  [Edmond?  Sherman];  Dec.  8.  $142.81 
for  services  as  Engineer  on  the  Engine,  [no  signature — pencil  memo.,  “see 
Jany.  15,  J.  Ecklor"]  ;  Dec.  11,  $6.87,  Three  75/1  00  for  Work  on  Track, 

John  Mallet,  Three  12/100  more  Dec.  23d  1S4  1  for  putting  down  Iron, 

John  Mallet;  Dec.  11,  $11.00  for  Work  on  Cars,  John  x  Cornwall  his  mark. 

Dec.  24,  $3.00  for  putting  down  Iron,  Wm.  H.  Wilkins;  Dec.  27, 

$2.25  for  work  on  Track,  E.  x  Roberts  his  mark,  C.  Hall  Witness;  Do., 

$1.00  for  getting  timber  out  of  the  Creek,  Stephen  x  Jones  his  mark, 

Chauncey  Hall  Witness;  Do.,  $0.88  for  putting  down  Iron,  John  Moore. 

[Could  this  be  the  timber  from  the  bridge  that  fell  March  4,  1  840? 

And  what  about  the  “Bridge  Takle”  paid  for  on  August  10,  above?]  — 

C.  May  1,  1930. 

The  1842  Portion 

had  not  been  fully  uncovered  and  therefore  was  not  published  in  the 
Corner,  but  is  now  appended  in  order  to  make  the  record  complete.  The 
first  two  items  were  on  same  page  as  those  last  preceding. 

(1842)  Jan.  5,  $129.81  for  work  in  Running  Train,  Giles  Sutton; 

Jan.  6,  $0.88,  work  on  track  [putting  down  Iron,  deleted],  Silas  FI.  Barber.  ► 

[Was  Sutton  engineer,  or  conductor?  And  is  this  his  year’s  wages?] 

Jan.  11.  $1.34  for  work  on  Track.  James  Scott  Jr.;  Do.,  $1.75  ditto. 

John  Cangill  [Cargill];  Do.,  $2.00  ditto  putting  down  Iron,  R.  II.  Ward 
[signed],  C.  Hall  Whitniss  [witness];  Do..  $1.50  for  putting  down  Iron, 

James  x  Hooks  his  mark.  Chauncey  Hall  whitness;  Jan.  12,  $50.75  for  team 
work  on  Track  in  the  spring,  A.  C.  Hall;  Jan.  13,  $4.37  for  putting  down 
Iron,  [unsigned;  memo.,  “James  Scott  Seyr."].  [Or  is  it  “Sup."?  The 
track  seems  to  have  needed  much  attention  in  winter.] 

Jan.  25,  $17.70  for  Blacksmith  Work  on  Cars.  Wm.  Magilton;  Jan.  27, 

$0.50  [pencil  memo..  "(Postage  2  — >"]  for  carting  Iron,  John  P.  Goetsch- 
ius;  Do.,  $8.75  for  ditto,  William  Purdy:  Jan.  29.  $6.09  for  Oil,  Peter  x  Perry 
his  mark,  C.  Hall  Whitniss  [witness]:  Do.,  $21.13  for  Work  on  Track, 

Joseph  Corwin:  Do.,  $125.78  [less]  14.7.7  Discount  [equals]  111.03  for 
timber,  Labour,  &c.,  Peter  H.  Van  Hoesen.  [The  figures  in  this  last  item 
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THE  1842  PORTION 


are  arranged  in  the  usual  manner  for  subtraction.  One  would  like  to  nave 
a  clearer  picture  of  what  some  of  these  expenses  imply.] 

Feb.  22,  $8.07  (Augt.  5. GO,  Dec.  .09,  1.34,  L.  K.  .44  [summed  to] 
S.07)  in  full  for  Purdys  bill  in  Augt.  &  Deem,  1  842  see  Ledger  page  84, 
Bradford  Wickes,  [minuted  above:  “L.  Kiersted  has  no  claim  for  this 
Rect.”].  Feb.  2S,  $1.03  for  dis.  or  I  Keg  Nails  over ‘end  10  p  $1.65  for 
Packing  for  Engine,  James  M.  Sanford.  [The  remaining  four  receipts  on 
this  page  are  blank.  It  does  not  seem  quite  clear  what  allowance  was 
made  for  the  keg  of  nails  overcharged.] 

April  2  1,  $8.09  in  full  for  Work  on  Track,  Conrod  Griessmann;  April 
25,  $26. 7S  for  work  on  Track,  John  x  Cornwall  his  mark;  May  7,  $7.22  for 
8%  days  Work  on  Track — at  Kinneys,  Denis  Lowney  [?]  ;  Do.,  $21.62  for 
work  on  Track,  Win.  H.  Wilkins;  Do.,  $32.50  for  work  on  track,  Augustus 
Hamlin;  May  21,  $17.00  for  work  on  truck  [track?],  John  x  Cornwall  his 
mark.  [Griessmann’s  signature  is  in  old-fashioned  German  script.  That  of 
Denis  is  in  a  delicate,  almost  feminine  hand,  but  we  are  baffled  as  to 
whether  it  is  Lowney  or  Suoney  or  even  Sewney,  or  what.  Can  anyone 
tell?]  [Addenda.] 

This  scrap-book  was  found  among  the  effects  of  the  late  John  T.  Mann 
and  we  owe  its  preservation  as  a  public  record  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
executors  of  the  estate  of  his  daughter,  Miss  Frances  Mann,  who  recently 
passed  from  our  midst.  To  them  also  we  would  make  grateful  acknowl¬ 
edgement  for  the  old  cocked  hat  and  the  carpet  bag  mentioned  in  a  pre¬ 
vious  number.  Certain  other  historical  effects  secured  by  gift  or  purchase 
from  this  estate  will  be  subjects  of  a  later  article  in  this  Corner. — C.  May 
1,  1930. 


A  Rochester  Lady*  Writes:  [1845] 

“Before  it  is  too  late  1  wish  you  could  find  someone  who  could  tell  you 
the  story  of  the  wreck  of  the  “Swallow.”  The  little  house  just  back  of 
Miss  Frances  Hull's  was  built  of  parts  of  that  boat  and  the  story  that  my 
Grandfather  James  Trowbridge  used  to  tell  me  about  it  was  most  fascinat¬ 
ing.  Bill  Gilbert  the  carpenter  lived  there  for  a  time  and  1  have  such  a 
lovely  memory  of  him  standing  in  the  gateway  and  giving  to  us  little 
children  great  handfuls  of  Larkspur.  A  bread  board  that  he  made  fifty 
years  ago  is  still  in  daily  use  in  my  family.  How  I  wish  that  1  had  written 
the  story  of  the  ill  fated  boat  just  as  1  heard  it  so  many  years  a^o.” 

Who  will  grant  Mrs.  Crapsey's  wish  and  tell  me  the  story  of  the 
“Swallow”?  And  who  of  our  younger  generation  are  going  to  take  the 
hint  and  write  down  note  the  things  they  will  wish  for  in  coming  years? — 
*  C.  June  19,  1930. 

[♦Mrs.  A.  S.  Crapsey.  The  rest  of  her  letter  is  in  Part  3.] 

The  Tail  of  The  Iron  Dog  [1843-1899] 

was  published  before  the  corner  was  started,  and  is  here  included  for 

P 

completeness. 

The  Iron  Dog,  the  oldest  of  his  species  in  Greene  county,  came  to 
Catskill  in  the  long  ago — how  long  is  uncertain  — and  commenced  his 
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patient  vigil  in  front  of  what  is  now  the  Wilbur  store.  Three-quarters  of 
a  century  ago  the  wail  went  up  from  the  ad.  column  of  a  local  paper,  “1 
Still  Live,”  as  if  even  then  age  was  creeping  on  and  life  but  a  burden. 

We  do  not  know  his  pedigree  or  in  what  mold  or  after  what  pattern  of 
abnormal  doghood  he  was  cast.  We  only  know  that  year  after  year,  day 
and  night,  lie  has  kept  watch  over  his  master’s  property,  never  winking 
an  eyelid  or  wagging  his  caudal  appendage,  which  has  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum  of  length  and  cruelly  mutilated  by  foes,  said  foes  so  the  story 
goes,  being  the  village  fathers. 

According  to  history,  there  have  been  occasional  breaks  in  the  mono¬ 
tony  of  the  life  of  this  patient  animal,  of  a  harrowing  character.  In  1863, 
“during  a  war  called  a  raid  by  one  of  our  village  fathers,”  sign  posts  were 
torn  iip  and  awnings  demolished.  Mr.  David  B.  Dunham’s  iron  dog  was 
removed  from  the  south  side  of  the  door,  his  tail  broken  off — lest  the 
sidewalk  be  obstructed — until  it  resembled  a  bullet  mold.  Among  other 
complaints  at  this  time  against  the  village  fathers  was,  that  “a  man  may 
not  even  cast  his  shadow  except  on  Saturdays  under  pain  of  one  dollar  fine.” 

In  1866,  as  proof  of  a  hard  winter,  it  is  said  “that  the  tail  of  Mr. 
Dunham’s  cast  iron  dog  has  shrunken  perceptibly  since  the  first  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  in  so  doing  has  broken  one  of  the  animal’s  legs,  no  allowance 
having  been  made  in  the  original  construction  for  shrinkage.  Tail  dis¬ 
appearing  slowly.” 

On  Thanksgiving  day  of  1  874,  the  Oatskill  Examiner  states  that, 
between  i)  and  10  o'clock  of  that  day,  an  interesting  and  highly  respectable 
crowd  gathered  about  the  reservoir  between  Main  and  Thomson  streets. 
Anxious  eyes  peered  into  the  muddy  receptacle  and  excited  questions 
brought  forth  the  solemn  response  that  a  dog  had  been  drowned,  and  the 
sanitary  committee  at  once  commenced  fishing.  Several  gentlemen  were 
about  to  dive,  but  their  friends  held  them  back.  “Poor  fellow,"  said  one, 
“what  a  dismal  Thanksgiving  for  him.” 

The  leading  question  was:  Who  put  him  in?  Little  Johnny  Green 
denied  the  act  and  after  many  gratuitous  suggestions,  a  man  with  a  pole 
said,  “I've  struck  ’im."  Ropes  were  finally  adjusted  and  up  through  the 
turbid  waters  rose  the  caudal  stump  of  t he  unfortunate  brute.  It  proved 
to  be  the  imperturbable  cast-iron  bull  terrier  of  Eaton  &  Hill’s  paint  shop. 
The  question  is  still  being  asked:  Who  put  him  in? 

“On  New  Year's  day  of  the  same  year  the  iron  dog,  participating  in 
tlie  festive  feeling  of  the  day,  started  out  on  a  reconnoitering  toflr  and 
was  found  next  day  in  a  fearfully  demoralized  condition  in  the  vicinity  of 
Main  and  Church  streets.  It  was  understood  that  on  this  occasion  he  was 
coaxed  away  from  his  old  location  by  John  Freleigh.” 

On  another  New  Year’s  day  it  was  said  of  him  that  he  “took  a  sleigh 
ride  up  street  several  blocks,  until  lie  yielded  to  the  attraction  of  gravita¬ 
tion  and  broke  through  the  bottom  of  the  cutter.” 

Such  is  the  present  known  history  of  the  Iron  Dog.  More  may  be 
revealed  in  the  future.  Such  a  well  known  canine  is  worthy  of  more  than 
passing  notice,  liis  disposition  is  of  the  mildest;  lie  has  never  been  known 
to  lose  his  temper,  annoy  the  neighbors,  chase  the  pigs  and  ducks  which, 
when  lie  came  to  Catskill,  were  allowed  to  run  unhindered  through  the 
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streets.  He  has  never  deviated  from  a  straight  course  of  his  own  accord, 
looking  neither  to  right  nor  left.  Long  may  he  live  and  escape  the  danger 
which  threatens  most  of  his  tribe,  that  of  being  annihilated  by  some  erratic 
motor  car,  and  reduced  to  junk. — V.  Sep.  19,  HU 9. 

Our  Historian  gives  me  the  sequel  to  the  “Tail  of  the  Iron  Dor/,’’  as 
follows: 

This  dog  was  one  of  a  pair  which  mounted  guard  at  the  entrance  of 
the  old  Butcher's  and  Drover's  Bank  in  New  York  City.  Ip  1  S 4 S ,  or  perhaps 
1  849,  John  Breasted,  who  was  connected  with  the  Morgan  Iron  Works, 
purchased  the  pair  of  images  as  scrap  iron  and  sent  one  to  his  father 
Peter  Breasted,  the  founder  and  for  many  years  the  proprietor  of  the 
business  now  conducted  by  Mr.  Hill.  [This  is  the  same  as  at  present  owned 
by  Mr.  (’.  A.  Wilbur,  and  has  at  other  times  gone  under  the  firm  names  of 
Dunham  &  Breasted  and  Hill  <v  Donahue.  Editor],  Mr.  Breasted,  recogniz¬ 
ing  its  merits  as  an  attracter  of  attention,  re-painted  it  and  gave  it  a  place 
in  the  street,  where  it  has  since  remained.  Although  the  st  atue  weighs 
over  200  pounds,  it  was  for  a  long  period  the  object  of  countless  boyish 
pranks,  in  the  course  of  which  one  leg,  the  left  ear  and  the  tail  were  broken 
off.  The  leg  and  ear  have  been  repaired,  but  the  caudal  appendage  is 
still  abbreviated. —  (From  The  Examiner  of  Sept.  23,  1899). — V.  Apr.  3,  1930. 

Two  of  the  Men  [1883] 

1  have  just  mentioned,*  and  many  other  familiar  names,  were  signers  of 
a  timely  document  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Judge  Chase.  Mrs.  Chase’s 
kindness  again  allows  publication.  We  keep  the  original  spellings  in  the 
manuscript,  which  reads  thus: 

“We  the  undersigned  Tax  payers  of  the  Villiage  of  Catskill,  do  respect¬ 
fully  request  the  Trustees  of  said  Villiage  to  call  another  meeting  of  its  Tax 
payers  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  more  general  expression  from  them 
on  the  question  of  bonding  the  villiage  for  Water  purposes.  That  in  the 
meantime  no  action  be  taken  under  the  Resolution  already  passed  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  25th  of  May  last  [  1  883).  That  at  such  meeting  only 
about  one  tenth  of  the  Tax  payers  were  represented  and  such  Resolution 
was  passed  by  only  eleven  majority  out  of  a  vote  of  Ninety  five. 

That  owing  to  such  meeting  being  held  at  night  and  the  vote  being 
taken  at  a  late  hour  and  the  Polls  open  for  only  a  few  minutes  no  fail- 
opportunity  was  given  to  obtain  a  full  and  general  expression  >of  the  Tax 
payers.  As  this  the  the  first  attempt  to  Bond  our  Villiage  we  consider  it 
highly  important  to  a  sale  of  its  Bonds  that  no  irregularities  should  exist, 
and  that  an  opportunity  should  be  given  for  a  full  vote  by  holding  a 
meeting  in  the  day  time  and  that  the  pools  be  kept  open  for  at  least  four 
hours.” — C.  Jniiv  3ii,  I93n. 

[♦George  W.  Holdridge  and  William  Rulaml.  See  article  on  Thurlow 
Weed  in  Part  3.] 

The  signatures  are  Joseph  Ilallock.  DeWitt  Mull.  A.  ,T.  Martin,  F.  W. 
Brooks,  C.  H.  Bennett,  S.  B.  Ahreet,  J.  D.  Ahreet.  P.  V.  R.  Timrman,  Frank 
Knoll,  Wm.  Rulaml,  John  Gregory,  John  Clarke,  M.  II.  Johnson.  Bronk 
Wolfe,  ileury  Coneklin,  George  W.  Holdridge,  Philip  Dumond,  A.  D.  Wilbur, 
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Henry  C.  Bulkier,  Janies  Russ,  William  Kortz,  X.  P.  Cowles,  Geo.  L.  Cowles, 
Duke  Hoy,  John  Clough,  D.  B.  Thorpe,  Dan  Glenlen,  H.  L.  Bassett,  P.  M. 
Dumoncl,  1.  H.  Baldwin,  A.  W.  Hunter,  Pereival  Goldin. 

[There  is  an  interesting  story  here  of  how  we  got  our  waterworks,  to 
be  told  at  some  future  time.  It  is  likely  that  this  petition  never  was 
presented  to  the  Trustees.] 

Ot  course  1  know  what  Peter  Van  Rensselaer  Timmerman  and  Daniel 
Glennen  meant  to  write,  but  l  give  their  results,  nut  their  intentions. 
Here  is  a  list  of  prominent  citizens  of  those  days;  let’s  hear  what  you 
can  tell  our  readers  about  them. — C.  June  26,  19J0. 

The  Editor  Wishes  [1885-1895] 

a  Merry  Christmas  to  all  the  readers  of  the  “Old  Times  Corner.”  But 
even  as  he  does  so  he  wonders  whether  there  is  anywhere  the  same  real 
merriment  that  made  memorable  the  Christmases  of  his  youth.  Is  this 
generation  missing  something?  Are  we  grasping  for  too  much  and  losing 
the  best?  Are  we  spreading  the  butter  too  far  and  too  thin? 

In  those  days,  though  there  was  suppressed  excitement  from  the  day 
that  school  “let  out”  (without  any  “tree”),  Christmas  did  not  start  until 
we  explored  our  stockings  in  the  early  dawn.  Wreaths  and  decorations 
went  up  just  the  night  before,  not  weeks  or  months  ahead.  The  packages 
that  came  by  mail  were  stowed  in  a  “back  room”  until  the  great  day 
arrived — truly  with  a  bang.  Then,  after  an  early  breakfast  and  the  spread¬ 
ing  forth  of  the  (simple)  treasures  that  Christmas  had  brought  us,  we  all 
trudged  forth  smiling  in  our  “very  best”  clothes  and  cleanest  shirts  to  a 
morning  service  redolent  with  joy  and  song.  Packed  to  the  doors  was  the 
old  church,  warm  greetings  went  from  mouth  to  mouth,  the  choir  in  full 
panoply  rose  to  the  great  occasion  and  swept  the  congregation  with  them 
in  the  familiar  hymns,  while  the  shortened  sermon  reached  down  to  the 
little  ones  in  the  pews  with  the  old.  old  story  of  our  Saviour’s  birth.  Even 
now  I  can  see  and  hear  John  Harris  or  Madame  Defossez  singing  their 
glorious,  thrilling  solos,  with  “Kate”  Casey  at  the  organ.  There  was  “pep” 
in  that  organ  and  joy  vibrant  in  the  voices. 

Then  back  home  we  came,  noisily  1  fear,  but  happy-noisy  and  well- 
meaning  toward  all.  to  the  delicious. odors  of  the  kitchen;  and  scarce  could 
we  wait  until  our  bibs  were  tucked  in  and  our  chairs  pushed  up  to  the 
table.  And  there,  beaming  over  their  spectacles,  would  be  Grandma  and 
Grandpa;  and  there,  full  of  wonderful  stories,  would  be  the  uncles  and 
aunts,  from  near  and  far;  and  so  it  was  nip  and  tuck  for  first  place  between 
what  was  going  in  at  our  mouths  and  what  was  going  in  at  our  eyes  and 
what  was  going  in  at  our  ears-  -every  sense  straining  to  the  uttermost  to 
absorb  the  wealth  the  day  had  brought. 

Now  that  was  "some  Christmas;”  and  I’ll  leave  it  to  you:  Is  it  better 
to  have  two  great  dints  in  the  year,  each  packed  to  the  brim,  or  to  string 
them  out  into  two  thin  seasons,  each  starting  where  the  other  leaves  off — 
Christmas  and  Kourth  of  July?  For  that  is  what  we  are  coming  to.  Is 
it  better  to  awake  late,  tired,  (loss,  on  Christmas  morning,  surfeited,  too 
ennuied  to  go  to  church,  already  sickened  of  candies  and  sweets?  Not 
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having  taken  my  Christmas  that  way,  I  don’t  know.  It  is  your  holiday 
and  yours  to  answer.  Perhaps  you  have  the  best  of  it. 

Our  Historian  Hans  that  she  has  looked  through  the  old  newspapers  down 
even  to  the  Civil  war  days  and  finds  scarce  a  mention  of  Christmas — some¬ 
times  a  poem,  occasionally  an  advertisement  that  includes  “gifts  for  the 
Holidays.”  The  first  Christmas  tree  in  Leeds  was  introduced  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  from  Germany  much  less  than  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  church 
notices  were  surprisingly  brief  and  simple,  and  of  course  only  St.  Luke's 
kept  Christmas  until  St.  Patrick's  came  in  1853.  It  was  almost  a  crime 
in  the  Evangelical  churches  then,  indeed  in  Massachusetts  it  teas  a  crime, 
as  witness  the  following  item  that  Mrs.  Vedder  has  unearthed  in  the 
Catskill  Recorder  of  January  15,. 1829: 

X. — >  “Law  in  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  1651.” 

'  “Whosoever  shall  be  found  observing  any  such  day  as  Christmas  and 
the  like,  either  by  forbearing  labor,  feasting,  or  any  other  way,  upon  such 
account  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  offending,  shall  pay  for  every 
such  offense,  five  shillings,  as  a  fine  to  the  county.” — C.  Dec.  19,  1929. 
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THE  “OLD  TIMES”  CORNER 


Edited  by  George  H.  Chadwick  in  the  interests  of  the  Greene 
County  Historical  Society  and  the  Greene  County  Genealogical  So¬ 
ciety.  Correspondents  and  all  interested  persons  are  invited  to  join 
the  societies. 


f  PART  3:  FAMILY  AND  PERSONAL. 


Your  Ancestry 

is  probably  largely  unknown  to  you,  but  not  necessarily  unknowable  and 
possibly  more  glorious  than  you  have  dreamed.  If,  for  example,  1  should 
ask  a  show  of  hands  by  the  descendants  of  Pieter  Schuyler  who  live  in  our 
midst,  very  few  fingers  would  be  lifted,  but  if  I  name  your  grandfathers 
and  great-grandfathers  (Dumond,  DeWitt,  Van  Olden,  Fiero,  etc.),  that 
were  descended  from  Pieter  up  would  come  a  raft  of  hands.  You  never 
knew  it.  Our  “corner”  and  our  societies  will  help  you  find  it  out.  The 
same  would  be  true  of  Abram  Verplanck,  Anna  Stuyvesant,  Dominie  Bo- 
gardus,  Wessel  TenBroeck,  Louis  DuBois,  Lord  DuMont,  Anthony  Crispel, 
even  John  of  Barneveld,  William  of  Orange,  the  royal  lines  of  Europe. 
Recently  I  surprised  a  young  man  in  C’atskill  by  a  list  of  his  famous  ances¬ 
tors.  Just  such  surprises  may  await  you.  Primes  and  princesses  are  to 
stand  up  and  be  counted. 

But  while  we  mention  thus  some  of  the  old  settlers,  let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  the  newer  comers  are  less  necessary  to  the  completeness  of 
our  history.  While  their  ancestry  across  the  waters  is  still  in  memory 
it  should  be  put  on  record  with  our  County  Historian,  Mrs.  J.  V.  V.  Vedder, 
for  the  information  of  their  descendants  of  generations  to  come. 

There  are,  moreover,  the  Puritan  and  Pilgrim  families  from  “down 
east”  that  fared  hardily  forth  into  our  mountains  and  valleys,  and  about 
whom  we  need  chiefly  the  stories  of  the  last  three  or  four  generations  in 
order  to  carry  them  back  to  their  pioneer  forefathers  in  .Yew  England, 
to  colonial  governors,  Indian  wars  and  perhaps  the  “Mayflower,”  not  to 
mention  William  of  Normandy,  or  the  barons  of  Runnymede.  C.  Xov.  7,  1929. 

True  and  False 

reasons  for  being  interested  in  your  ancestry  were  given  recently,  according 
to  the  New  York  Times,  by  Howard  S.  Fit/.  Randolph,  librarian  of  the  New 
York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society. 

It  would  not  be  natural,  according  to  Mr.  Randolph,  for  any  one  not 
to  feel  pleased  on  finding  that  one  of  his  forebears  had  been  a  man  of  mark. 
But  it  is  so  easy  to  let  this  feeling  become  too  prominent.  In  this  way 
has  been  developed  the  genealogical  snob,  perhaps  the  greatest  bore  in 
existence. 
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“I  am  not  referring  to  that  delightful  old  aunt  of  yours,”  continued 
Mr.  Randolph,  “whom  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  called  ‘the  one  sad,  un¬ 
gathered  rose  on  my  ancestral  tree,'  and  who  may  he  persuaded  to  bring 
out  the  family  Bible  or  album  and  tell  stories  of  the  forgotten  past. 
Snobs  are  quite  different  creatures — they  brag  of  one  line  of  ancestors  and 
ignore  the  rest.  If  their  grandmother  came  of  a  family  that  did  not  amount 
to  much  they  forget  her — or,  and  this  is  worse — hitch  her  up  with  some 
famous  persons  of  the  same  name. 

These  people  get  no  fun  out  of  tracing  their  ancestors.  The  fun 
comes  to  the  fellow  who  proves  them  wrong,  for  no  matter  how  hard  you 
try  to  prevent  it  every  family  tree  produces  some  sap. 

“A  person  even  more  tiresome  is  the  one  who  says  ‘I  have  no  ancestors 
and  am  proud  of  it.’  He  is  self-created  and  self-made,  self-sufficient  and 
insufferable.  All  you  can  do  is  ask  after  his  grandchildren.” 

The  next  question  is  the  manner  of  studying  >our  ancestors.  The 
first  thing  to  do,  Mr.  Randolph  says,  is  to  make  a  chart,  giving  every  date 
you  can,  culled  from  family  Bibles,  papers  and  so  on.  Then  find  if  anything 
has  been  written  on  the  subject.  Probably  not  a  little  can  be  got  in 
printed  genealogies — but  must  not  necessarily  be  believed  until  checked. 

“A  lady  who  insisted  she  be  admitted  to  a  patriotic  society  had  this 
aptly  demonstrated  to  her  when  the  records  showed  her  supposed  ancestor, 
married  in  1710,  had  apparently  had  a  grandson  in  1720."  She  merely 
smiled  sweetly,  Mr.  Randolph  said,  saying  “Dates  mean  nothing  to  me.” 

Genealogical  research  cannot  always  be  conducted  along  simple  lines. 
“Our  ancestors  had  an  amazing  desire  for  change.  Often  when  you  get 
where  you  feel  they  ought  to  be,  you  find  no  trace  of  them.  Then  the 
real  fun  begins.  To  search  in  out  of  the  way  places;  to  discover  unknown 
relatives  with  their  treasured  family  Bibles  and  other  relics;  to  visit  for¬ 
gotten,  unkempt  graveyards;  to  write  letters  to  persons  of  whom  you  did 
not  know  the  existence  a  year  before,  and  sometimes  get  an  answer;  to 
pester  town  clerks  and  surrogates’  offices;  to  pore  over  old  deeds  and  wills 
till  your  eye-sight  fails,  smiling  over  quaint  phraseology — and  to  discover 
at  last  the  long  sought  for  ancestor.  Not  until  you  have  done  these  things 
can  you  have  the  real  joy  of  finding  your  forefathers." — C.  June  2tl,  19J0. 

Follow  the  Female  Lines 

back.  Surprises  may  await  you.  A  lady  once  resident  here  has  just  sent 
me  her  ancestral  record,  “single  track”  on  one  surname,  back  To  1000. 
Wives  are  barely  mentioned,  but  among  them  l  found  the  granddaughter 
of  an  English  nobleman,  and  at  least  one  other  illustrious  line.  DON’T 
NEGLECT  THE  WIVES.  They  too  are  your  ancestors. — C.  Xor.  21,  1929. 


You  Can  Help  Greatly 

by  sending  us  at  once  all  the  information  you  have  about  your  own  family. 
You  can  copy  for  ns  the  names  and  dates  from  grave-stones  and  especially 
from  the  neglected  graves  and  burying  grounds  that  will  soon  be  lost 
forever.  You  can  talk  with  the  old  people  and  write  down  their  vanishing 
tecollections.  You  can  secure  old  Bible  records,  church  records,  town  rec- 
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ANCESTOR  RECORD  OF  THE  “BLACK  PRINCE” 


ords,  or  obtain  accurate  copies.  You  can  send  in  old  pictures,  maps, 
photographs,  books.  If  you  have  time  and  the  will  to  work,  ask  us  for 
suggestions. — C.  Nov.  7,  1929. 

The  Value  of  Family  Records 

publicly  preserved  is  illustrated  by  a  request  just  received.  Had  we  at  this 
moment  the  complete  records  that  we  are  striving  to  get,  the  answer  would 
be  easy.  As  it  stands,  we  must  ask  your  help.  Who  will  help  out  this  lady 
over  in  England?  The  matter  is  urgent  and  immediate  Miss  Elizabeth 
Huntington  Moore,  writing  from  Wellfield.  England,  asks  oflicial  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  that  she  was  born  in  Catskill  [village  or  town?]  on  Dec. 
30,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Charles  Herbert  Moore  and  Mary  J.  T.  Moore. 
The  Xew  York  vital  records  start  in  1SS2  (instead  of  1  620  as  in  New 
England!),  so  here  we  are  with  nothing  to  show.  Who  remembers  this 
family,  the  church  they  attended,  any  clew  whatsoever?  Speak  to  your 
friends  about  it. 

Another  Request 

is  for  the  date  of  birth  and  death  of  Miss  Harriet  Gaylord,  the  teacher  whose 
grateful  pupils  are  erecting  a  monument  in  her  memory  but  cannot  find 
these  important  items.  The  smallest  clew  will  be  welcomed. — C.  May  l,  1930. 
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On  Another  Page 

will  be  found  a  blank  form  for  your  ancestry  record.  Just  as  a  sample  of 
how  such  a  record  should  look  we  give  one  below  that  will  do  as  well  for 
any  other  child  of  Edward  III,  say  Lionel,  or  John  of  Gaunt,  or  Edmund 
Langley  Duke  of  York,  or  Thomas  Woodstock  Duke  of  Gloucester.  What 
have  they  to  do  with  us?  Well,  there  are  several  families  known  to  me  right 
here  in  Greene  county  that  trace  back  to  Edward  and  Philippa,  and  besides, 
these  well-authenticated  lines  are  easy  to  put  together  for  illustration.  So 
here  you  have  the 
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0 

o . 

King 

Edward  111 

of 

England 

& 

4. 

Lady  Phi 

lippa  of 

Hainault 

5. 

King 

Edward  11 

of 

England 

& 

6. 

1’ rin  cess 

Isabella 

of  France 

< . 

Count 

William 

HI 

of  Hol- 

& 

8. 

Lady  Jea 

nne  of 

Valois 

land 

; 

9. 

King 

Edward  I 

of 

England 

& 

10. 

Princess 

Elea  n  or 

•  of  Castile 

11. 

King 

Philip  IV 

of 

France 

& 

12. 

Princess 

Jea  nne 

oT  Navarre 

13. 

Count 

John  II  of  1 

lolland 

& 

1  4. 

Countess 

Adelaic 

le  of  Holland 

1  5. 

Count 

Charles  I 

of 

Valois 

& 

'l  6. 

(who? ) 

17. 

King 

Henry  III 

of 

England 

& 

IS. 

Lady  Eleanor  of 

Provence 

19. 

King 

Ferdinand 

11 

I  of  Cas- 

& 

20. 

Countess 

.Joan  o 

f  Ponthieu* 

tile 

and  Leon 

21 . 

King 

Philip  III 

of 

France 

&. 

o  o 

Princess 

Isabella 

of  Aragon 

o  o 
.  o . 

King 

Henry  I  o 

f  > 

la  war  re 

fc 

2  4. 

Lady  Bla 

nche  of 

Artois 

2  3. 

Bosscl 

tiaert  of  A 

ves 

nes 

& 

26. 

Countess 

Marga 

ret  of  Flan- 

ders 

27. 

Count 

Fioris  IV 

of 

Holland 

& 

2S. 

(who?) 

29. 

King 

Philip  HI  of  France 

& 

30. 

Isabella  of  Aragon;  see  21.  22 
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V  33.  King  John  I  of  England 

3  5.  Count  Raymond  of  Provence 
37.  King  Alphonso  IX  of  Leon 
41.  King  Louis  IX  of  France 

4  3.  King  James  I  of  Aragon 

4  5.  King  Theobald  I  of  Navarre 
51.  C't  Baldwin  IX  of  Flanders. 
53.  Count  William  I  of  Holland 

VI  65.  King  Henry  II  of  England 
73.  King  Ferdinand  IT  of  Leon 
75.  King  Alphonso  III  of  Castile 
81.  King  Louis  VIII  of  France 
89.  Count  Theobald  V  of  Cham¬ 
pagne 

101.  Count  Baldwin  of  Hainault 
105.  Count  Floris  III  of  Holland 
Etc. 


&  34.  Lady  Isabella  of  Angouleme 

&  3  6.  Lady  Beatrice  of  Savoy 

&  38.  Queen  Berengaria  of  Castile 

&  4  2.  Lady  Marguerite  of  Provence 

&  4  4.  Princess  Yolande  of  Hungary 

A  4  6.  (who?) 

later  Emperor  of  Constantinople 
&  54.  (who?) 

&  66.  Duchess  Eleanor  of  Aquitaine 

fc  74.  Princess  Urraca  of  Portugal 
&  76.  Princess  Eleanor  of  England 

&  82.  Princess  Blanche  of  Castile 

9  0.  Princess  Blanche  of  Navarre 

&  102.  C’tess  Marguerite  of  Flanders 
&  106.  Princess  Ada  of  Scotland 


Divide  the  number  of  each  female  by  2  to  find  the  number  of  her  child, 
or  multiply_any  number  by  2  to  find  the  mother,  then  subtract  1  for  the 
father. — C.  Jan.  16,  I960. 

[*  Correction  made  by  a  Spanish  friend  in  Cuba.] 


Many  Are  Asking  Us: 

“How  can  I  find  out  about  my  family  history?”  We  will  reply  to  them  all 
right  here  and  save  letter  writing. 

1.  Talk  with  the  oldest  and  best  informed  members  of  your  family, 
and  write  dnim  all  you  can  learn  from  them.  Use  the  ancestral  chart 
for  this,  adding  dates  t  of  birth,  marriage,  death,  etc,)  whenever  you  can 
get  them;  put  other  extra  matter  on  the  back  of  the  chart.  We  shall  be 
glad  to  send  you  more  copies  of  it  on  request. 

2.  Consult  the  family  scrap-book,  papers,  Bibles,  photo-albums,  and 
record  all  that  you  can  learn  from  them.  See  what  is  up  in  the  attic,  in 
closets,  in  trunks. 

3.  Copy  all  the  inscriptions  on  the  family  gravestones.  Find  out 
where  other  members  of  the  family  are  buried  and  copy  these  inscriptions 
also.  Always  state  inhere  each  one  is  buried.  The  Society  will  supply  you 
blanks  for  these  cemetery  records  if  you  will  fill  them  out  and  return  them. 

4.  Send  us  all  the  vital  information  that  you  get,  so  that  we  too  can  be 
searching. 

5.  The  large  public  libraries  may  contain  a  book  on  your  family. 
Inquire  of  the  clerk  at  the  desk.  If  you  find  such  a  book,  look  in  the  index 
for  names  of  your  ancestors  (as  far  back  as  you  have  traced  them).  If 
successful,  study  the  arrangement  and  scheme  of  numbering  in  the  book 
so  as  to  follow  the  lines  thence  backward.  Make  a  complete  list,  including 
wives  and  dates,  and  number  them  just  as  the  luwk  does;  take  also  t lie 
title,  author  and  date  of  publication  of  the  book.  Look  up  as  many  different 
lines  (those  of  your  female  ancestors)  in  different  books  as  you  have  time 
to  copy  down.  Send  us  a  full  transcript  of  what  you  find. 
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ALFRED  THE  GREAT 

6.  If  your  families  have  liver!  long  in  this  county,  the  court  house 
records  may  contain  something  important.  Ask  the  Surrogate’s  Clerk  here 
(or  in  any  county  where  they  have  lived)  about  their  wills  or  estates. 
For  a  small  fee  you  can  get  certified  copies  of  the  important  papers.  The 
index  of  deeds  and  mortgages  in  the  County  Clerk's  office  may  give  some 
clue.  Always  keep  us  informed  what  you  are  finding;  we  know  how  to 
follow  up  these  clues  and  find  more. 

7.  Keep  your  eye  on  the  old  census  records  and  other  matter  that  is 
published  in  “The  Old  Times  Corner.”  This  corner  is  on  the  editorial 
page  of  The.  Examiner  every  week,  beginning  in  the  issue  of  November  6, 
1  929.  Cut  out  and  save  each  number. 

8.  Join  the  Society  and  by  your  dues  help  to  maintain  the  work  we 
are  doing  in  assembling  and  indexing  all  these  public  and  personal  records. 
It  costs  money  to  print  and  distribute  the  necessary  blanks,  thousands  of 
them,  and  to  provide  binding  and  filing  for  the  returns.  We  must  have 
your  help  if  the  work  is  to  go  on. — C.  Jan.  23,  1930. 


Alfred  the  Great 

is  a  far  call  from  our  local  history,  but  I  am  finding  a  number  of  our 
citizens  who  can  claim  direct  descent  from  him.  Therefore  they  may  be 
interested  to  go  a  little  farther  back.  Asser  was  Alfred’s  bishop,  confessor 
and  admirer.  He  sat  him  down  and  wrote  Alfred’s  life  while  that  great 
man  was  yet  alive;  and  first  of  all  he  carried  Alfred’s  ancestry  right  back 
to  Adam.  For  your  information  (and  you  may  take  it  or  leave  it)  here 
is  what  Bishop  Asser  claims  was  the  line  from  Adam  to  Alfred: 

Adam  begat  Seth. 

Seth  begat  Enosh, 

Enosh  begat  Kenan  (or  Cainan), 

Kenan  begat  Mahalalel, 

Mahalalel  begat  Jared, 

Jared  begat  Enoch, 

Enoch  begat  Methuselah, 

Methuselah  begat  Lamech, 

Lamech  begat  Noah; 

all  of  which  agrees  with  the  Bible.  But  then  we  diverge: 

Noah  begat  Seeaf  (or  Seth), 

Sceaf  begat  Bedwig, 

Bed  wig  begat  Hwala, 

Hwala  begat  Hathra, 

Uathra  begat  Itermod, 

Itermod  begat  llereniod, 

Horemod  begat  Scold wea, 

Sceldwea  begat  Ueaw, 

Beaw  begat  Tnetwa, 

Taetwa  begat  Goata.  or  Geta, 
who  was  long  worshipped  b\  the  heathen  as  a  god. 

Geata  begat  Godwulf, 

Godwulf  begat  Finn, 
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Finn  begat  Frithuwulf, 

Frith u wul f  begat  Frealaf, 

Frealaf  begat  Frithowald, 

Frithowald  begat  Woden, 

and  here  again  we  recognize  [the  name  of]  a  pagan  deity,  the  one  for  whom 
our  Wednesday  is  named. 

Woden  begat  Beldeag, 

Bekleag  begat  Brond. 

Brond  begat  Freothcgar, 

Frcothegar  begat  Freawine, 

Freawine  begat  Wig. 

^  ig  begat  Gewis.  “from  whom  the  Welsh  name  all  that  people  Gegwis,” 
referring  to  the  West  Saxons  or  Gewissae  of  the  Romans. 

Gewis  begat  Esla, 

Esla  begat  Elesa, 

Elesa  begat  Cerdic  (the  great  Saxon  general), 

Cerdic  brrjat  C rend  a, 

Creoda  begat  Oynric. 

Cynric  begat  Ceawlin, 

Ceawlin  begat  Cuthwine, 

C’uthwine  begat  Cut  ha, 

Cutha  begat  Ceolwald, 

Ceolwald  begat  Coenred, 

C'eonred  begat  Ingild  and  Ine. 

Ine,  we  are  told  by  Asser,  was  “the  famous  king  of  the  West  Saxons,” 
and  went  to  Rome,  where  he  died  in  honor.  His  brother. 

Ingild  begat  Eoppa, 

Eoppa  begat  Eafa, 

Eafa  begat  Ealhmund  (or  Alcmund) 

Ealhmund  begat  Egbert  (first  king  of  all  England). 

Egbert  begat  King  Aethelwulf, 

King  Aethelwulf  begat  King  Alfred. 

Alfred's  Mother 

was  Osburb  or  Osburga,  “an  extremely  devout  woman,  noble  in  mind,  noble 
also  by  descent.”  Her  father  was  Oslac.  “famous”  cupbearer  to  King  Ethel- 
wulf,  “a  Goth  by  nation,  descended  from  the  Goths  and  Jutes.”  This 
Oslao  is  said  to  be  “of  the  seed  of  Stuf  and  Wihtgar.  two  brothers  and 
ealdormen.”  who  on  receiving  the  Isle  of  Wight  from  King  t’erdic  and  his 
son  Cynric  slew  what  British  inhabitants  of  the  island  they  could  find,  the 
others  having  already  been  slain  or  escaped.  We  gather  that  the  island 
took  its  name  from  the  brother  Wihtgar.  after  this  bloody  conquest. — 
C.  May  lo,  1010. 


How  We  Got  Surnames 

is  nicely  illustrated  by  the  stories  of  some  of  the  Dutch  families  in  our 
region.  Unlike  the  English,  who  had  long  used  family  names,  the  Dutch 
in  Holland  were  slow  to  adopt  surnames.  In  general  only  the  "pri\ ileged 
classes"  possessed  them.  The  ordinary  person  was  known,  for  example,  as 
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Jan  (John)  Arentse  or  Arentsen  or  Arentzoon  (son  of  Aaron),  while  his 
sons  would  be  merely  Jan  and  Arent  and  Stoffel  (Christopher)  Janse  or 
Jansen  (John’s  son  or  finally  Johnson  in  English),  and  so  on  down  the 
line.  Of  course  there  was  endless  duplication  and  resulting  confusion. 

In  this  country,  especially  after  the  New  Netherlands  passed  under 
English  control  and  became  New  York,  the  need  for  surnames  was  felt. 
Three  things  chiefly  supplied  these:  the  old  world  home,  the  parental 
name  continued  permanently,  and  the  occupation.  In  our  familiar  Jan 
de  Bakker  (John  the  Baker)  we  have  the  third  form,  from  which  might 
come  a  Baker  family  as  in  England.  In  the  numerous  “Vans”  we  have  the 
village  name.  In  the  “sens”  and  “sons”  and  the  possessive  “s"  (such  as 
Rogers  in  English)  we  have  the  parent’s  name  perpetuated. 

But  there  were  many  odd  results.  From  the  village  of  Schoenderwoert 
came  Rutger  son  of  Jacob.  As  Rutger  Jacobsen  van  SCHOENDERWOERT 
he  appears  in  the  American  records.  One  of  his  sons  wrote  his  name 
Jacob  RUTSEN,  (for  Rutgersen  )  and  thus  started  the  Ulster  county  family 
of  that  name.  Another  wrote  it  Herman  RUTGERS  and  headed  a  famous 
family  in  Albany  some  of  whose  descendants  now  live  in  Catskill.  But 
Rutger  Jacobsen's  brother  wrote  himself  as  Tennis  Jacobsen  VAN  WOERT 
(short  for  Schoenderwoert),  and  from  him  came  a  third  family  prominent 
in  Coxsaekie.  All  of  one  Holland  ancestor  Jacob! 

Annatje  van  Itolmers  was  married  in  Holland  to  Albert  Andriessen 
(Andrew’s  son)  known  as  “Bradt  de  Noorman”  (since  he  came  from  Nor¬ 
way),  and  on  the  stormy  voyage  to  America  they  had  a  son  whom  they 
appropriately  christened  “Storm.”  In  this  country  he  wrote  his  name 
Storm  VAN  DER  ZEE  (storm  at  sea)  and  thus  came  the  Vanderzee  or 
Vanduzee  family.  But  Annatje’s  daughter  Effje  (Eve)  was  surnamed 
BRADT. 

Out  of  Bogaart  village  came  Gysbert  UIT  DEN  BOGAERT  known  as 
the  earliest  inhabitant  of  Catskill,  but  the  name  later  appears  also  as 
Wytenbogart,  Bogert,  and  in  the  Latinized  form  Bogardus.  Similarly  we 
find  Kortz  (short)  and  its  Latin  equivalent  Curtins  (or  Curtis)  and  a 
host  of  others.  The  Latin  form  was  usually  assumed  by  those  who  en¬ 
tered  the  ministry,  such  as  Dominie  EVERARDUS  BOGARDUS  (Evert 
Bogaert)  of  Nieuw  Amsterdam,  second  husband  of  the  noted  Anneke  Jans. — 
C.  Nov.  28,  1929. 


Anneke  Jans1’ 


was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Manhattan  Island.  “AnnekeC  is  dialectic 
for  Annatje  (spelled  also  Annetje,  Anatie.  etc.,)  meaning  little  Anna 
(Hannah)  or  in  the  French  rendering — Annette. 

Although  Anneke’s  present  fame  rests  chiefly  on  the  litigations  of  her 
heirs  against  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  city,  which  stands  on  her  farm, 
she  was  an  outstanding  woman  in  the  little  village  of  Nieuw  Amsterdam 
for  her  physical  charm  and  her  brilliancy  of  wit  and  will,  which  have 
passed  on  to  many  of  her  descendants,  as  well  as  by  her  social  position 
through  her  two  husbands,  Roelof  .larisen  van  .Masterlant  and  (second) 
the  Dominie,  Rev.  Everardus  Bogardus.  Through  him  she  is  ancestor  of 
the  Bogardus  family  in  our  region,  and  through  her  eldest  daughter  Sarah 
(Roelofse)  of  the  Kiersteds. 
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But  there  are  hundreds  of  other  descendants  of  Anneke  in  Greene 
county,  bearing  different  surnames  by  marriage  and  perhaps  unaware  of 
their  descent.  It  is  not  enough  to  know  the  bare  fact  or  tradition,  more¬ 
over,  hut  the  line  should  he  traced  complete  and  without  guesswork.  In 
almost  every  case  this  can  he  done,  and  we  want  to  hear  at  once  from  all 
who  think  or  know  that  they  are  her  descendants.  There  is  then  the 
satisfaction  of  being  able  to  write  thus: 

Annatie  Webber  mar.  Roelof  Jansen  and  had 
Sarah  Roelofse  mar.  Hans  Kiersted  and  had 
Rachel  Kiersted  mar.  William  Teller  and  had 
Margaret  Teller  mar.  Jacobus  Stoutenburg  and  had 
Jacobus  Stoutenburg  mar.  Josina  Teller  and  had 
Luke  J.  Stoutenburg  mar.  Elizabeth  Hoffman  and  had 
Josina  Stoutenburg  mar.  Storm  Truesdell  and  had 
Elizabeth  Truesdell  mar.  Gilbert  Lusk  and  had 
Miss  Kate  E.  Lusk  of  Catskill. 

And  there  you  are— just  eight  generations  back  to  Anneke  herself, 
with  dates  and  everything  complete  (we  do  not  take  space  to  include 
them  all  at.  this  writing),  and  all  verified  by  public  records. — C.  A'or.  28,  1929. 

Pronouncing'  Dutch 

names  is  not  so  hard  if  you  remember  a  few  simple  rules.  Double  o  is  long 
o.  as  in  Van  Loon,  which  we  now  write  Van  Loan  to  represent  the  proper 
sound.  Our  double  o  sound,  as  in  moon,  is  spelled  oe  in  (he  Dutch:  for 
example  Van  Hoesen,  pronounced  van  hoozen,  or  the  various  “hooks.” 
Double  a  is  our  au,  as  Kaaterskill  (Cauterskill)  and  Plaatje  and  Taatje 
(tauchie),  the  last  name  being  Dutch  for  Sarah.  Je  at  the  end  of  a  word 
is  a  diminutive;  plaatje  is  a  little  plaat  or  flat:  Grietje  or  Margrietje  (com¬ 
pare  German  Gretchen)  is  little  Margaret;  and  the  sound  of  the  j  is  a 
softened  one,  almost  a  y,  so  that  an  i  is  sometimes  written  in  its  place,  as 
Gert.ie  or  Gertie  (Gertrude).  le  is  thus  our  long  e.  for  example  Pieter  and 
Saugerties.  Uy  or  ui  seems  to  be  variable  in  sound:  we  have  long  i  for  it 
in  Schuyler  and  Spuyten  Duyvil,  oo  in  Schuylkill,  and  ow  in  Kykuit  and 
LTyt  den  Bognert  and  Pylen  Spiegel  (owl’s  looking-glass).  Plain  e  is  almost 
an  a,  and  plain  u  a  short  oo;  and  we  must  remember  to  distinguish  between 
er  (air)  and  ur  (oor)  that  are  so  much  alike  in  English,  for  example  berg 
(berrick  or  barrach.  a  hill  or  mountain)  and  burg  (boorick,  a  city  or 
borough)  also  written  burgh.  Thus  we  should  not  sound  alike  Berger  and 
Burger:  note  also  that  the  g  is  hard,  never  a  j  sound  as  it  becomes  in 
English  before  e,  i  and  y.  To  indicate  the' pronunciation.  Marte  Gerritse 
signed  his  name  van  “Bargan”  instead  of  Bergen,  when  he  dealt  with  the 
English.  Send  us  your  puzzles  in  Dutch  names  and  we’ll  try  to  solve 
them. — C.  Dec.  5.  1929. 

Anthony  de  Hoogcs 

was  one  of  the  most  delightful  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  in  our  early 
annals.  Some  of  our  residents  may  well  be  proud  when  they  learn  of  their 
descent  from  him.  His  surname  means  “the  man  high  up”  (compare  our 
Hoogeberg — “ho-gay-bar-rach” — or  high  hill),  hut  lie  came  to  what  is  now 
Albany  as  the  servant  of  Van  Rensselaer,  leaving  behind  a  sweetheart  in 
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_  THE  MAYFLOWER  LIST 

Holland.  Not  long  afterward  the  Patroon  heartlessly  writes  that  the  sweet¬ 
heart  has  wedded  another  and  bids  him  forget  the  homeland  in  order  to  he 
a  better  servant.  From  the  first  Commissary  of  the  colony,  de  Hooges  rose 
in  164  6  to  be  for  ten  years  the  Secretary  of  Rensselaerwyck  and  the  beloved 
“father-confessor"  for  everybody.  His  name  is  perpetuated  in  “Anthony’s 
Nose”  in  the  Highlands. 

Taking  Van  Rensselaer’s  advice,  Anthony  de  I  lodges  married  at  last, 
in  1647,  his  wife  being  the  Eva  Bradt  to  whom  we  referred  last  week  as 
sister  of  Storm  Van  dor  Zee.  (After  Anthony's  death,  she  married  Iioelof 
Swartwout).  Their  daughter  Catherine  de  Hooges  married  Herman  Rut¬ 
gers,  whose  name  you  will  recall  was  derived  from  that  of  Rutgers  Jacobsen 
van  Schoenderwoert,  and  her  daughter  Elsie  Rutgers  married  David 
SCHUYLER,  Jr.,  twice  mayor  of  Albany,  and  brother-in-law  of  mayor 
Johannes  Abeel.  Subsequently  Elsie  married  the  revered  Dominie  Petrus 
Vas  of  Kingston.  I  know  several  of  her  descendants  in  C'atskill  alone. 
Who  are  the  others? 

We  shall  continue  from  time  to  time  giving  brief  accounts  of  early 
ancestors  of  our  Greene  county  families.  Send  us  all  the  information 
about  them  that  you  have,  or  tell  us  which  one  you  would  like  to  be  told 
about  soon. — C.  Dec.  5.  1929. 


The  Mayflower  List 

will  help  to  answer  some  of  the  questions  that  are  being  asked  of  us.  There 
were  one  hundred  and  two  passengers  when  the  landing  was  made  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  on  December  21,  1620.  the  two  being  infants  born  on  board.  When 
the  famous  compact  was  drawn  up.  forty-one  men  signed  it  as  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  families  present  in  the  infant  colony.  Among  these  were 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  John  Howland,  whose  signatures  stand  beside  each 
other,  Miles  Standish,  John  Alden  (the  last  to  survive)  and  William  Mullins 
the  father  of  Priscilla,  who  came  tenth  while  Miles  was  sixth  and  John 
seventh.  The  first  five,  preceding  Standish,  were,  in  order,  John  Carver. 
William  Bradford  (governor),  Edward  Winslow,  William  Brewster  and 
Isaac  Allerton  (ancestor  of  our  C'atskill  family). 

The  complete  list,  rearranged  in  alphabetic  order,  is: 


John  Alden 
Isaac  Allerton 
John  Allerton 
John  Billington 
William  Bradford 
William  Brewster 
Richard  Britteridge 
Peter  Brown 
John  Carver 
James  Chilton 
Richard  Clarke 
Francis  Cooke 
John  Craekston 
Edward  Doty 


Francis  Eaton 
Thomas  English 
Moses  Fletcher 
Edward  Fuller 
Samuel  Fuller 
Richard  Gardiner 
John  Goodman 
Stephen  Hopkins 
John  Howland 
Edward  Lister 
Edmond  Margeson 
Christopher  Martin 
William  Mullins 
Degory  Priest 


John  Ridgedale 
Thomas  Rogers 
George  Soule 
Miles  Standish 
Edward  Tilley 
John  Tilley 
Thomas  Tinker 
John  Turner 
Richard  Warren 
William  White 
'1  Romas  Williams 
Edward  Winslow 
Gilbert  Winslow 


Whoever  sees  an  ancestor  in  this  list  please  send  us  word.-  -C.  Jan.  30,  1930. 
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The  Name  of  Samuel  Fuller 

recalls  that  vigorous  man  of  the  same  name,  perhaps  a  descendant,  who 
brought  the  Word  of  God  into  Greene  and  Albany  counties  when  this  was 
but  a  frontier  settlement,  as  soon  as  one  got  back  into  the  hills  and  away 
from  the  river. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Fuller,  ,7r.,  17(17/9/21-184  2/4/9,  was  a  native 
of  Stafford,  Tolland  Go.,  Conn.,  who  followed  the  wave  of  migration  from 
Connecticut  into  the  Gatskill  mountains  and  their  foothills  after  the  dis¬ 
turbances  such  as  Shay's  Rebellion  that  were  the  sequel  of  the  Revolution. 
Having  entered  “sophomore”  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1788  and  received 
his  A.  13.  in  1791,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  June  of  the  following  year 
and  proceeded  to  deliver  his  first  sermon  on  July  8  (1792)  at  Xobletown, 
now  Hillsdale,  X.  Y. 

On  Xov.  11  he  was  married  at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  to  Ruth  Rond  of  that 
place,  and  in  the  following  March  they  came  to  “Xew”  Durham,  X.  Y., 
where  he  preached  from  March  2fi,  1792,  onward,  in  true  missionary  style. 
Our  valley  towns  were  then  part  of  Albany  county,  with  settlement  going 
on  apace  in  all  the  hill  region,  so  that  it  was  natural  for  him  to  cross  into 
Rensselaerville,  where  he  first  preached  on  April  9  of  the  same  year,  just 
4  9  years  before  the  day  of  his  death  in  that  place.  In  the  quaint  language 
of  the  old  record,  when  lie  thus  came  to  Rensselaerville,  he  “tarried  at  Mr. 
Stephen  Callender’s”  who  lived  in  what  was  then  called  “The  West  Street” 
on  the  east  side  of  Fox  Creek. 

Himself  ordained  on  January  23,  1794,  in  1  803  he  preached  at  the 
ordination  of  his  pupil,  the  Reverend  Henry  B.  Stimson,  who  married  Mr. 
Fuller’s  wife’s  sister  Rebecca  Pond  and  who  labored  so  long  and  so  success¬ 
fully  as  the  first  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ashland,  then 
Windham.  Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Fuller  had  been  a  Congregationalist,  and 
had  been  the  center  and  inspiration  for  the  founding  of  numerous  church 
organizations  (later  Presbyterian)  throughout  these  adjoining  parts  of 
Greene  and  Albany  counties.  But  for  some  reason  not  clearly  understood 
by  the  writer  he  now.  in  IS  10,  entered  the  Episcopal  communion  and  was 
ordained  a  deacon  in  Trinity  Church,  Xew  York  city,  October  10,  1S1Q. 
A  year  later  he  was  advanced  to  the  priesthood  in  the  same  place,  but 
meantime  lie  had  gone  back  to  Rensselaerville  and  started  an  Episcopal 
congregation  there,  organized  on  Feb.  20,  1811.  His  successful  efforts  to 
reconvert  to  a  different  communion  those  of  whom  he  had  already  made 
good  Congregational ists,  resulted  in  an  invitation  in  1812  to  the  rector¬ 
ship  of  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Catskill,  but  he  felt  that  he  had  cast  his  lot  with 
the  hill  villages  and  declined.  In  1817.  was  finished  the  church  building 
of  his  planning,  in  Rensselaerville,  by  Ephraim  B.  Russ  the  contractor. 

On  Feb.  fi.  1813.  his  wife  died  in  the  epidemic  of  malignant  fever  that 
raged  that  winter.  His  second  wife,  who  survived  him,  was  Flora  Backus, 
eldest  daughter  of  Electus  Backus  the  brave  colonel  of  the  United  States 
army  who  had  fallen  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  in  the  skirmish  with  the  British. 
June.  1813.  In  Rensselaerville  he  lived  and  labored  until  his  death  at  the 
age  of  nearly  seventy-five,  when  his  son.  returning  joyfully  from  a  long 
absence,  found  that  he  had  come  just,  too  late.  This  son  was  the  well 
known  Episcopal  clergyman.  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  (3rd)  of  Christ  Church. 
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THE  REV.  SAMUEL  FULLER 


Andover,  Mass.  From  the  pen  of  the  latter  came  a  pamphlet  of  52  pages 
as  a  memorial  of  his  father,  entitled  “Early  Days  of  the  Church  in  the 
Wilderness.”  Can  anyone  find  us  a  copy  of  that  pamphlet? 

The  facts  here  recited  are  gleaned  from  an  article  in  the  Gospel  Mes¬ 
senger  of  April  15,  184  3,  Vol.  IT:  page  47  seq.  The  genealogical  information 
secured  from  it  may  be  stated  briefly  as  follows.  This  branch  of  the 
Fuller  family  came  into  Connecticut  from  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  in  the 
third  generation  afterward  Mr.  Fuller  (  1700-17  95)  the  grandfather  of  our 
missionary  was  living  in  Ashfield,  Mass.,  where  he  married  a  Miss  Blodget 
of  Huguenot  descent.  His  son  was  Samuel  Fuller,  Sr.,  (died  1812)  of 
Stafford,  Conn.,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  buried;  he  married  a  Miss  Merrill 
of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  whose  mother  had  been  born  a  Belknap. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Fuller  of  our  sketch  was  their  son;  his  wife,  Ruth 
Pond,  daughter  of  Edward  Pond  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  whose  sister  Martha 
married  Josiali  CONKLIN  of  Kensselaerville,  and  whose  other  sister  Re¬ 
becca  married  the  Rev.  Henry  B.  STIMSON,*  sometimes  spelled  Stimpson, 
of  Ashland  (Windham).  The  mother  of  these  three  sisters  was  a  sister 
of  Adoniram  Judson,  Sr.,  father  of  the  famous  missionary  to  Burmab.  of 
that  name.  Ruth  Pond  Fuller  was  married  Nov.  1  1,  1792,  and  died  Feb. 
C,  1813  in  Rensselaerville.  Will  someone  in  that  place  kindly  send  the 
inscription  on  her  tombstone,  so  that  we  may  have  the  date  of  her  birth? 
Mr.  Fuller’s  marriage  to  Flora  daughter  of  Col.  Electus  Backus  occurred 
on  Sept.  28,  1815.  I  should  like  to  add  as  many  other  dates  and  facts  to 
those  above  given  as  possible;  please  send  in  any  that  you  can. 

Of  his  three  sisters  older  than  himself,  and  his  three  brothers  younger, 
but  one  sister  outlived  him.  Can  anyone  tell  us  the  names  of  these 
sisters  and  brothers,  and  whom  they  married?  As  regards  the  suggestion 
that  he  was  possibly  a  descendant  of  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  ot  the  “Mayflower,” 
we  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  check  up.  Will  someone  with  the 
Fuller  genealogy  help  us  out?  Besides  Dr.  Samuel  there  was  also  Edward 
Fuller  on  the  “Mayflower”  who  had  a  son  Samuel;  while  Thomas  Fuller 
who  came  before  1088  to  Salem,  Mass.,  and  Matthew  Fuller  who  arrived 
that  year  in  Barnstable,  had  Samuels  in  their  descendants  of  second  or 
third  generations.  There  was  also  a  John  Fuller  landing  in  Massachusetts 
in  1035. 

Besides  his  son  and  namesake,  of  Andover,  Rev.  Samuel  Fuller  had 
an  only  daughter.  Can  anyone  put  us  in  touch  with  any  living  relatives  of 
this  man  who  did  so  much  forthespread  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  our  county? — 
C.  Jan.  J<),  l!> Jo. 

[♦Direct  ancestor  of  our  present  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington.] 


For  Next  Week 

we  wish  to  hear  from  all  members  or  descendants  or  the  families  of  HOL¬ 
COMB  or  PECK  that  trace  back  to  Greene  county  forebears.  This  is  to 
complete  at  once  our  very  full  information  on  all  but  the  latest  generations 
of  these  two  families.  Each  week  we  shall  take  up  new  families  in  this 
way. — C.  Xoc.  1,  J'JJ'J. 
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The  Holcomb  Family. 

This  family  goes  back  to  the  Norman  invasion  of  England  in  1066 
when  a  Holcombe  soldier  fought  beside  William  the  “conqueror.”  The 
name  is  then  lost  until  we  find  John  Holcombe  as  a  knight  of  the  Crusades. 
His  son  or  grandson,  Sir  John  1320,  married  Isabel  Downe  a  descendant  of 
noble  and  royal  houses.  The  name  was  originally  Holtcombe,  meaning  a 
wooded  vale,  and  the  final  e  is  retained  by  many  American  descendants. 

In  1630  Thomas  Holcombe  1601  of  the  0th  generation  from  Sir  John 
came  to  America  with  his  bride  Elizabeth  Ferguson  and  settled  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  now  part  of  Boston,  but  later  removed  to  Connecticut  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  framing  the  famous  constitution  of  that  Colony.  Six  generations 
later  the  wave  of  migration  following  the  Revolution  and  the  disturbances 
of  “Shay’s  rebellion,”  etc-.,  brought  ABEL  HOLCOMB  1760  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Finney  176  4  from  Connecticut  into  the  C'atskill  mountains,  in 
1S02,  with  a  family  of  ten  children,  to  which  an  eleventh  was  added  later. 
An  account  of  their  coming  is  given  in  the  Beers  history,  page  396,  (Copies 
of  this  county  history,  published  1884,  are  in  the  public  library,  high 
school  library,  etc.,  together  with  the  later  histories  by  Frank  Gallt,  Mrs. 
J.  V.  V.  Veddei  and  others,  and  the  older  books  of  Rockwell,  Pinckney,  etc. 
We  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to  these,  by  authors’  names) 

Thomas  Holcombe’s  American  descendants  comprise  many  notable 
people,  including  one  president  t  Hayes),  while  of  the  Greene  county  branch 
at  least  one  has  won  distinction — the  child  poetess  Hilda  Conkling.  Re¬ 
plies  are  coming  in  from  the  later  generations  in  our  county,  but  no 
complete  account  of  the  family  can  be  prepared  until  all  are  heard  from, 
the  present  writing  being  merely  a  preliminary  sketch. 

Abel  Holcomb's  eleven  children  were  a  remarkably  hardy  lot,  one  alone 
falling  but  one  year  short  of  the  three  score  and  ten  while  four  surpassed 
ninety  years.  The  list,  with  birth  dates  and  ages,  is  this:  Abel  Jr.  1782, 
82  years,  married  Mabel  Miles  1.7  children);  Friend  1784,  93  yrs.,  mar. 
Hannah  Miles  and  later  went  to  Pennsylvania  to  live  (no  eh.);  Elizabeth 
1786,  71  yrs.  married- — —JOHNSON  (3  ch.);  Salina  178S,  91  yrs.,  mar. 
Willis  MILES  (3  eh.  I  ;  Sylvia  1790,  91  years.,  unmarried;  Lot  1792,  80 
yrs.,  mar.  Susan  Barker  (2  ch.);  Homer  1  7  94,  82  vrs.,  mar.  Margaret  Ben- 
ham  (10  ch.);  Nancy  1  797.  84  yrs.,  unmarried;  Orator  1799,  84  yrs.,  mar. 
Rovilla  Tuller  (7  ch.  i :  Lydia  1802.  96  years!,  mar.  Henry  EDWARDS 
(2  daughters);  Carlos  F.  lso7.  69  yrs.,  mar.  Sarah  Hitchcock  (1  son). 

Abel  junior's  daughters  became  Mrs.  Samuel  WOLCOTT,  Mrs.  Geo. 
STJMSON  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Augustus  SEYMOl  R  of  Albany.  Salina’s  daughter 
married  a  BI  EL  Homer’s  daughters  were  Mrs.  Lyman  PAYNE  of  Big 
Hollow,  Mrs.  Richard  GORSL1NE  of  Cairo,  Mrs.  Calvin  BROCKETT,  while 
his  granddaughters  include  among  others  Mrs.  Marcus  SHERMAN  of  East 
Windham,  Mrs.  Frank  I>1  RROl  GI1S  ot  t  atskili,  Mrs.  \\  .  1.  McGLASHAN 
of  Maplecrest,  Mrs.  Henry  ANDRES  of  Durham,  Mrs.  William  BOYCE  of 
New  York,  Mrs.  John  FROMER,  Mrs.  Frank  STEWART  of  Cairo.  Mrs. 
Walter  SMITH  of  Georgia.  Mrs.  Charles  TRAPHAGEN  of  Hunter,  Mrs. 
Charles  SOCTHAKD  of  Philniont.  Mrs.  Dana  IVES  of  Ashland,  Mrs.  Levi 
ANDRES  Jr.  of  Windham,  Mrs.  Win.  B.  FRAYER  of  Prattsville,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
CACGHN  of  Geneva,  Mrs.  Henry  JORDAN  of  Grand  Gorge,  and  Mis. 
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THE  HOLCOME  FAMILY 

Chas.  H.  CHATFiELD  and  Mrs.  Charles  LAYMAN  both  of  Prattsville. 
The  late  Dr.  Sherwood  A.  Holcomb  of  Palenville  was  a  grandson  of  Homer. 
According  to  some  information,  Orator  was  twice  married,  but  we  lack 
the  name  of  his  first  wife,  who  seems  to  have  been  the  mother  of  the 
daughter  Lydia  who  married  Richard  Holcomb  of  Connecticut.  Word  from 
her  family  is  desired.  The  other  four  children  are  those  of  Rovilla,  and 
of  these  the  youngest  son  also  married  a  Holcomb,  while  a  daughter  became 
Mrs.  Henry  McGEE  of  Utica.  Lydia’s  daughters,  Mrs.  CARPENTER  and 
Mrs.  Henry  SHOOP,  lived  in  Saratoga. 

In  1810  there  was  also  living  in  the  then  town  of  Windham,  ROGER 
HOLCOMB  177S  (spelled  “Holkem”  in  the  census)  with  six  in  family. 
Roger  is  buried  in  the  Jewett  cemetery  with  his  widow  Elizabeth  Olcott 
1770,  who  at  the  ripe  age  of  7.7  became  the  second  wife  of  Charles  Vorce  of 
Ashland.  The  children  of  Roger  and  Elizabeth  included  Alanson  Holcomb 
(born  before  1  S 0 0  >  who  went  west  with  his  family  and  in  1864  was  living 
in  Attica,  Mich.,  and  Abi  1  7  94  the  wife  of  Deacon  Norman  TICKNOR 
of  Jewett  Heights  (see  Beers  history  pages  349  and  460)  who  is  buried 
beside  her  parents  and  husband  in  Jewett.  Who  was  this  Roger  Holcomb? 
We  cannot  find  his  ancestry.  May  we  hear  from  his  descendants?  — 
C.  Xov.  21,  1929. 


The  Stoutenburgh  Family. 

At  least  three  branches  of  this  ancient  Holland  family  of  Man¬ 
hattan  and  Dutchess  county  had  representatives  in  the  Catskill  region.  For 
the  moment  we  are  concerned  with  the  line  of  JAMES  PETER  STOUTEN¬ 
BURGH  who  came  from  near  Rhinebeck  and  settled  in  Cairo  soon  after  the 
Revolution,  his  final  resting  place  being  the  Leeds  cemetery.  Beside  him 
rests  his  wife,  Margaret  Simson,  or  Margaretta  Samson  according  to  the 
Rhinebeck  baptisms. 

James  and  Margaret  had  seven  children,  all  of  whom  had  families. 
These  were  (with  dates  of  birth)  Polly  17S7  married  Cyrenus  LENNON, 
Sr.,  of  Cairo  (ten  children);  Rachel  17S7  married  William  B.  SALISBURY, 
of  Jefferson  (nine  children  );  James  P.  STOUTENBURGH  Jr.  I7N9,  of  Cairo, 
married  Clarissa  Dann  (nine  children);  Margaret  1791  married  James 
LENNON,  of  Aera  (seven  children);  Joseph  STOUTENBURGH  1794  mar¬ 
ried  Priscilla  Cooper  (two  children)  and  died  in  Cairo;  Sally  179S  married 
Jacob  M.  PLANK  of  Leeds  (two  sons),  and  John  STOUTENBURGH  1804 
of  Monticello  and  Fosterdale,  N.  Y.,  married  Jane  Ann  Alexander  in  Hunter 
(four  children). 

The  daughters  of  Polly  Lennon  married  into  the  CRAWFORD,  BROCK¬ 
ET!1,  SANFORD  and  OLMSTED  families,  and  her  sons’  daughters  into  the 
MORRISON,  YOUMANS  and  ClI ADDERDON  families;  many  of  her  de¬ 
scendants  are  living  in  A  era  and  Windham,  while  others  have  gone  into 
neighboring  towns  and  counties,  to  Massachusetts  and  elsewhere.  From  all 
of  these  we  would  like  to  hear  at  once,  to  complete  our  records  of  the  lines. 

However  well  known  were  some  of  Rachel  Salisbury's  descendants  in 
Catskill  (the  late  Franklin  Salisbury,  of  Jefferson,  was  her  grandson),  we 
nevertheless  need  precise  information  concerning  all  of  them.  Married 
names  of  her  daughters  included  FUWKS  tof  Leeds),  JOHNSTON  (New 
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Baltimore),  RUSHMORE  and  PARK,  whose  lines  have  scattered  to  Greater 
New  York  and  Virginia.  Can  we  have  tidings  of  all  of  these? 

The  children  of  James  P.,  Jr.,  have  also  scattered  widely;  the  married 
names  include  HOLBERT  (Pennsylvania),  LUKENS  (?)  and  GEDXEY 
(Kenoza  Lake,  N.  Y.).  Word  from  members  of  this  branch  is  particularly 
needed. 

Margaret  Lennon’s  family  appears  to  have  but  few  living,  in  Acra  and 
Purling,  and  all  of  one  son,  William  S.  Lennon.  News  from  these  will  be 
most  welcome. 

Joseph  Stoutenburgh’s  children  were  Alexander  and  Margaret,  both 
said  to  be  of  Catskill,  and  the  latter  believed  to  have  married  FOl'LKS. 
It  is  evident  how  greatly  we  need  information  about  these. 

Sally  Plank’s  sons  were  Nelson  S.  and  Horatio  Plank.  Who  can  inform 
us  further? 

John  Stoutenburgh’s  son  James  lived  at  Kenoza  Lake,  but  James’s  sons 
are  scattered,  as  are  also  the  numerous  descendants  of  his  sisters,  Isabel 
(G1LDERSLEEVE)  and  Eliza  (PEXDELL.)  Even  from  these  we  hope  to 
have  some  word. — C.  Nov.  7),  1929. 

*  *  * 

The  second  member  of  this  family  to  come  into  the  Catskill  region 
was  PETER  PETER  STOUTEXBURGH  brother  of  James  Pet?r  (the  middle 
name  meaning  that  each  was  a  son  of  Peter),  who  moved  to  Woodstock 
about  ISIS  and  left  a  numerous  progeny.  None  of  this  branch,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  ever  crossed  the  line  into  Greene  county  to  live,  though  on  this 
point  we  ask  information,  hence  they  will  be  passed  over  for  the  moment. 
PETER  TOBIAS  and  TOBIAS  TOBIAS  STOUT E X BURGH,  however,  nephews 
of  James  P.  and  Peter  P.,  settled  in  the  western  Catskills  of  Delaware 
county,  where  their  descendants  still  live,  and  one  each  of  these  had 
Greene  county  connections.  Peter  Tobias’s  great-granddaughter  Mary 
Warner,  daughter  of  Adalbert  M.  WARNER  1S49  of  Stamford  and  his 
wife  Anna  S.  Howard,  is  given  as  “of  Catskill”  and  as  marrying  a  SACHS. 
We  wish  news  of  her  or  her  children.  Tobias’s  son  Tobias  Jr.  took  as 
his  wife  Ann  Wiesmer  (or  Weasmer? )  ‘‘of  Prattsville.”  Their  son  was 
John  (’.  Stoutenburgh  of  Sidney,  X.  Y.,  with  sons  Fred  and  Perry;  their 
daughter  Mary  Louise  became  Mrs.  Alfred  CAREY.  Word  from  these  is 
desired.  .  *  *  * 

Third  and  most  illustrious  of  the  Greene  county  branches  is  that  of 
LUKE  I.  STOUTEXBURGH  (the  middle  initial  stands  for .  Jacobus,  his 
father’s  name).  Luke  Jacobus  was  own  cousin  to  James  P.  and  Peter  P.. 
a  man  of  ample  means  who  gratified  his  luxurious  tastes  and  whose  wife 
Elizabeth  Catherine  Hoffman  of  Poughkeepsie  was  daughter  of  a  prominent 
and  wealthy  family.  They  were  a  handsome  and  courtly  pair,  social 
leaders  both  in  Hyde  Park,  the  ancestral  home,  and  in  Coxsackie  where  they 
later  lived,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  Of  their  seven  children, 
three  died  in  infancy  and  one  other  though  married  remained  childless, 
as  was  also  Luke’s  widowed  sister  Alida  (baptized  Aeltje.  the  old  Dutch 
form)  who  likewise  came  to  Coxsackie,  marrying  for  her  second  husband 
Walton  Street  of  that  town. 

The  Hat  of  Luke’s  seven  children  is  as  follows,  with  date  of  birth: 
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three  or  four  generations,  (3)  if  married,  the  name  of  your  life-mate  and 
the  list  of  your  children.  Anything  else  you  may  wish  to  add  will  be  wel¬ 
come  and  useful.  If  you  cannot  name  all  your  grandparents  and  great-grands, 
send  as  much  as  you  can,  but  do  it  rif/ht  away.  Don't  assume  that  we 
already  know  all  about  you.  We  don’t.  But  we  want  to. — C.  No d.  2x,  1929. 

Where  Are  the  DuBois 

descendants?  Only  one  response  as  yet  from  this  great  and  honorable 
company  that  has  done  so  much  for  the  growth  and  development  of  our 
region.  Are  they  so  unaware  of  their  ancestry,  or  merely  slow  to  wake  up? 
Our  work  is  your  work,  for  you  and  impossible  without  your  help.  Will 
you  withhold  that  help? 

If  you  are  unaware,  a  descendant  without  knowing  it  of  the  original 
Louis  DuBois,  be  sure  to  scan  this  list  of  the  married  names  of  female 
descendants  of  Louis’s  grandson  BENJAMIN  DuBOIS  who  settled  in  Greene 
county  two  hundred  years  ago.  If  you  find  an  ancestor  in  it,  please  let  us 
know  without  delay.  We  have  more  information  for  you  about  these  your 
ancestors  than  can  be  found  in  the  family  book  (if  you  have  it  i  in  return 
for  what  you  can  tell  us  of  the  later  generations. 

Benjamin  DuBois’s  daughters,  granddaughters,  great-grands,  etc.,  mar¬ 
ried  (among  others)  the  following  men.  We  know  the  list  is  incomplete: 
we  wish  you  to  complete  it  for  us.  For  your  convenience  it  is  alphabetic. 

Cornelius  M.  ABEBL,  Henry  A  BEET,,  Oliver  ASHLEY,  David  BECKER, 
Lewis  BEXXEX, — — ■ — BEXXET  (wife  Eliza  Jane  DuBois),  John  S.  BETTS, 
Peter  BOGARDUS,  Samuel  BOGARDES.  Alanson  BRAiXARD,  Paulus  BRA X- 
DOW,  William  W.  BRAXDOW,  Abram  BURGETT,  David  CADY,  JacobCAIRX, 
Ira  CANFIELD  Jacob  CARLE,  James  CATER, - CRAXE  (wife  Ger¬ 

trude  Ashley),  Dr.  Isaac  C.  DART,  Harmanus  DEDERICK,  Robert  Griffin 
DELAMATER,  Horatio  DEWEY,  Thomas  DODD,  John  M.  DOXXEI.LY,  H. 
S.  ECKLER,  Peter  Morris  ECKLEIt,  Richard  EOKLER,  Abram  ELM  EX- 
DOR  F,  David  ELY,  Thomas  FAY,  Christian  F1ERO,  Abram  FO.XDA,  Alfred 
G1DDINGS,  Dr.  Jacob  R.  GREENE,  Hector  ('.  HAIGHT,  Henry  W.  HATCH, 
Goose  (Gosie)  HERMAXCE,  Frank  HODGE,  Abraham  HOFFMAX,  Robert 
R.  HOFFORD,  John  R.  HUXT,  Archibald  HUXTER.  Abraham  LEWIS,  Will¬ 
iam  LTNZEY,  John  MALLORY,  John  MAXXIXG,  Frederick  MARTIN, 
William  McCARTY,  John  E.  MILLS,  Jacob  MYERS,  Ebenezer  XEWCOMB, 
Isaac  W.  XORTH,  Christian  OVERBAGH,  Jacob  OVERBAG  11,  Jonathan 
PALEN,  John  11.  PERSOX,  Isaac  PLANK,  Benjamin  POST,  Isaac  RACE, 
Elbert  REED,  Parent  Staats  SALISBURY,  Franklin  SALISBURY,  George 
SAX, - Schoeler  (?),  Christian  SERVOSS,  George  SERYOSS,  Mar¬ 

tin  SHUSTER,  Isaac  SIMONS,  Bela  SMITH,  Martin  SNYDER,  Benjamin 
SOLE.  John  SOLE.  Robert  C.  SPENCER.  Albert  G.  STANTON,  Levy  STE¬ 
VENS,  Col.  B.  B.  G.  STONE,  Robert  F.  STORY,  William  Scudder  STRYKER. 
Joel  THOMAS.  Nicholas  TRUMPBOUR,  Abraham  VAN  GELDER,  Henry 
VAN  GORDEX,  William  Wetmore  VAX  LOAN,  John  VAX  ORDEX,  Samuel 
VAN  VECIITEX,  John  WALKER,  John  J.  WALTON,  Joseph  WARDWELL. 

.liaison  A.  WATERBURY, -  -  WEED  (wife  Sally  Bogardus),  Peter 

WHITTAKER.  Edward  WITTER ER.  William  E.  WITTEKER. 

Are  your  ancestors  here?  Send  us  a  postcard  and  ask  for  the  ancestor 
blank  that  we  are  having  printed  for  general  use. — C.  Dec.  12.  1929 , 
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DuBois  Family  Responses 

are  coming  in.  Do  not  wait  too  long  with  yours  or  you  may  get  left  out. 
We  can  now  present  the  following  additional  list  of  those  who  married 
into  some  branch  of  this  family  and  from  whose  descendants  also  we  wish 
to  hear: 

Lewis  ADSIT,  Joel  DEDERK’K,  Charles  Nicholas  EVER  ITT,  Dr.  Fred¬ 
erick  W.  GOODRICH,  James  Henry  HUTCHENS,  Addison  Porter  JONES, 
Noah  LINDSEY,  Dr.  John  B. LONGENDYCK,  Frederick  MARSH,  Theodore 
F.  MARTIN,  Joseph  T.  MILLINGTON,  William  E.  MYER,  Oman  PECK, 
Walter  D.  PETTI NGER,  John  H.  RANNY,  Murat  RIG HTMYER,  Thomas 
SIMONITE,  John  VAN  DEUSEN,  John  A.  VAN  ETTEN,  David  YOUNGS. 

The  husband  of  Catherine  Elize  Jane  DuBois.  previously  called  for, 
was  James  A.  BENNET,  a  newspaper  publisher  in  Brooklyn.  H.  S.  Eckler’s 
first  name  was  Hezekiah,  son  of  Richard  and  nephew  of  Peter  Morris  ECK- 
LER.  The  name  given  as  Jacob  Myers  should  be  Jacob  P.  MYER,  and 
the  names  given  as  Witteker  are  also  spelled  WHITTAKER. — C.  ./mi.  2,  19S0. 

At  Another  Time 

we  would  write  our  recollections  of  the  tall,  straight,  kindly  man  who  so 
recently  still  moved  among  us.  For  the  moment  our  thoughts  are  of  the  an¬ 
cestry  whose  sterling  worth  he  reflected.  WILLIAM  LARREMORE  DuBCHS 
was  one  of  those  who  returned  to  the  cradle  of  his  forefathers,  for  his  great¬ 
grandfather  Cornelius  had  been  the  builder  of  the  beautiful  old  Dutch  stone 
dwelling  that  to-day  forms  the  wing  of  Mr.  Palmatier’s  house  on  West 
Main  street.  Still  earlier,  Cornelius's  great-grandfather  Louis  founded  the 
frontier  settlement  at  New  Paltz.  The  DuBois  line  of  descent  follows,  but 
there  is  another  (the  Crispel)  line  that  goes  back  to  the  nobility  of  France. 

Cretian  (Christian)  DuBois,  a  Huguenot,  fled  from  France  to  Mann¬ 
heim,  Germany. 

Louis  1620  mar.  Catherine  Blanshan. 

Solomon  1069  mar.  Treintje  Gerretsen. 

Benjamin  1097  mar.  Catharine  Suylandt. 

Cornelius  17  27  mar.  Catharine  Vanderpoel. 

Abraham  17  00  mar.  Jennie  Grant. 

Grant  1S01  mar.  Catharine  Larremore. 

William  Larremore  lS.'IS  mar.  1802  Mary  Jane  llliard  Dodge. 

In  February,  1803,  Mr.  DuBois  left  New  York  city,  where  he  had 
been  born  and  raised,  and  came  with  his  bride  to  Catskill  to  enter  into  part¬ 
nership  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Wey;  and  here  he  remained.* — C.  Dec.  12,  1929 , 

[*See  pages  -1-1  to  4  5.] 


Holdridge,  and  Magilton 

are  two  other  families  nearly  compiled,  and  running  a  t  lose  second.  Let’s 
hear  from  all  of  these  as  soon  as  possible. — ('.  Feb.  /.(,  1930. 

Dominie  Petrus  Vas 

(or  De  Vas)  van  Gent(?)  was  the  ninth  minister  of  the  old  Dutch  Church 
at  Esopus  now  Kingston,  succeeding  Beys  (Buis)  in  17  10.  Vas  was  al¬ 
ready  4  8  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  Kingston  from  Amsterdam  on  Decetn- 
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OLD  TIMES  CORNER 

ber  19  of  that  year  with  his  wife  and  a  large  family,  but  it  was  46  years 
later  (1756)  when  this  energetic  man  laid  down  his  earthly  ministry. 
“Scholarly,  profound,  eloquent.”  says  Ur.  Demurest,  “able,  tactful,  God¬ 
fearing,  full  of  real  missionary  zeal,”  he  not  only  served  Esopus,  but  went 
across  the  Hudson  and  organized  the  Dutch  churches  in  the  frontier  villages 
of  Rhinebeck,  Poughkeepsie  (Pagepsen)  and  Fishkill  besides  extending 
his  ministrations  to  other  neighboring  settlements.  It  is  not  without  some 
pride,  and  doubtless  some  affection,  that  Jacobus*  records  the  baptism  of  his 
first  son  and  namesake  by  the  Dienaar  (servant,  minister)  Peter  Vas. 

As  we  have  noted  in  a  previous  issue.  Dominie  Vas  married  later  in 
life  Elsie.  Rutgers,  widow  of  Mayor  David  Schuyler  and  grand-daughter  of 
Anthonij  de  Ilooges. — C.  Dec.  2G, 

[*Van  Etten.  See  next  article.) 

An  Old  Dutch  Bible 

that  has  just  come  to  light  in  the  attic  of  the  Misses  Helen  and  Frances 
Jones  in  Jefferson  Heights  is  of  unusual  interest.  It  was  a  handsome  and 
indeed  a  very  expensive  book  in  its  day,  with  wonderful  plates  of  engrav¬ 
ings  all  the  way  from  the  Garden  of  Eden  to  Revelations,  and  three  mar¬ 
vellous  folded  maps,  the  whole  bound  in  elegant  tooled  vellum  with  orna¬ 
mental  bronze  corners  and  clasps.  The  size  is  fourteen  inches  by  nine, 
and  over  four  inches  thick  including  the  heavy  board  covers  (nearly  a  half 
inch  each.)  The  text  is  printed  in  large  type  of  a  form  resembling  both 
Old  English  and  the  recently  abandoned  German  letter,  thus  appearing  both 
ornate  and  legible.  The  engraved  title  page  carries  at  bottom  the  imprint 
of  the  publishers:  “te  Dordrecht  by  Jacob  en  Hendrick  Keur.  Anno  173c8” 
but  the  date  on  the  New  Testament  is  1741. 

It  was  therefore  fresh  and  new,  but  lately  come  from  Holland  (Dord¬ 
recht),  when  Jacobus  and  Lea  Van  Etten  set  up  housekeeping  with  it 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  present  Kingston,  then  Esopus.  This  Jacobus 
was  third  of  his  line,  baptized  in  Kingston  1720/6/1  3,  the  fifth  child  of 
Jacobus  Van  Etten  and  Rebecca  Roosa,  and  his  father  had  been  baptized 
3  686/5/2,  fifth  son  of  Jacob  Jansen  van  Etten  and  Annetje  Aliens  van 
Amsterdam,  married  in  Kingston  1665/1/11.  Jacob  the  grandfather,  “son 
of  Jan,”  came  across  from  Old  Netherlands,  1658  or  earlier. 

In  spite  of  its  grandeur,  its  authorization  announcement  signed  in 
person  by  Mynheer  the  Commissioner  Richard  Paulus  Eelbo,  there  were  no 
blank  pages  for  family  records,  so  the  fly-leaves  have  been  used,  beginning 
with  the  third  and  working  backwards  to  the  first.  Thus  proudly  did 
Jacobus  then  inscribe  his  marriage  and  offspring  in  the  old  Van  Etten 
lsible  record  as  follows,  in  the  quaint  original  Dutch: 

“In  den  faaren  Onses  Heren 
1  74  7  October  de  6  Hen  ik  Iaeobus  Van  Ette 
In  den  Houwelyke  Staet  getrout 
Met  Leeya  Van  Vredenburgh 

1749  December  15  is  gebooren  Ouse  Ouste 
Soon  lacobus  Van  Ette 
In  de  doop  Out  failgen  ill  Esopcs 
Van  de  Dienaer  petrus  Vas 
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_ _ _ THE  VAN  ETTEN  BIBLE 

.  1753  December  tie  10  is  Onse  outste  Dochter  Rebecka  geboren 

1760  Maart  de  30  is  onse  Ioutste  dochter  Clara  geboren 

1*71  Aprel  de  26  is  onse  Iongste  doghter  Lea  geboren - ” 

Another  hand  has  added: 

“Jacobus  Van  Etten  Dyed  March  th  23d  179-1.’’ 

The  second  page  continues  in  still  another  hand  (which  is  possibly 
that  ol  the  entry  for  Lea,  since  both  show  the  old-fashioned  s  that  looks 
like  an  f ) : 

1776  iuni  9  de  is  onse  erste  dochder  catrina  [name  inserted]  geboren. 
1778  de  19  [novem  deleted]  October  is  onsse  twete  [ragel  inserted]  dochter 
gebren. 

1782  november  de  IS  is  on  se  derte  dochter  ge  boren  [Xo  name  given] 

1  785  den  1  Abrel  is  on  se  vir  de  tochter  ra  gel  ge  borin 
1  787  den  6  octo  ber  is  onse  vit'te  dochter  miri  a  ge  boren 

The  last  three  entries  are  in  a  fourth  handwriting  and  more  scrawled, 
disconnected  and  faded — poorer  ink  and  poorer  penmanship.  In  this  they 
aro  identical  with  the  two  entries  that  close  the  following  record  occurring 
on  the  third  (first)  fly-leaf  page: 

1  788  en  de  jaaren  onses  heren  den  30  septem  ber  bin  ik  Peter  Wen  nor 
Coeckin  den  huwellucke  stat  ge  traut  met  Lea  Van  etten 
1789  den  24  ianuari  is  mey  ne  ers  ste  doch  der  jalle  ian  ge  geboren 
1  790  den  5  octo  ber  is  onse  twete  dochter  maria  ge  boren 

I  793  den  21  Aprel  is  on  se  eerste  soen  iacobus  ge  boren 

Of  this  last  record,  the  first  two  items  are  in  good  black  ink.  though 
so  badly  written  that  one  can  not  be  sure  of  the  writer’s  surname.  The 
last  two  are  exactly  the  same  hand  as  the  last  three  of  the  previous  record, 
as  already  remarked,  and  in  the  same  faint  or  faded  ink.  In  the  name  of 
the  first  daughter,  which  we  take  to  be  meant  for  Juliaen,  the  first  letter 
has  been  partially  erased  and  may  have  been  originally  g  or  y,  or  even 
the  old  form  of  s.  The  ge  that  follows  may  be  an  error  for  the  diminutive 
i*  ending  je,  or  it  may  more  likely,  as  Mr.  Van  Ess  kindly  suggests,  be  a 

false  start  on  the  next  word. 

Now  the  question  arises,  who  were  the  parents  of  the  second  list  of 
children?  The  dates  are  consecutive  with  those  of  the  first  list,  but  the 
numbering  starts  anew,  though  in  a  different  dialect.  A  space  has  been 
left  above,  as  though  for  the  marriage  record.  Are  they  the  children  of 
Jacobus  Van  Etten  by  a  second  marriage?  Or  those  of  some  of  his  first 
three  children? 

Jacobus  wrote  a  beautiful,  clear  hand,  and  his  ink  is  still  black.  He 
had  a  fashion  for  capitals,  while  his  successor  scribes  favored  small  letters. 

I I  is  dialect  and  Peter’s  show  striking  differences;  Jacobus  counted  “ouste 
(or  outste,  i.e.  oldest),  ioutste,”  while  Peter  said  “erste,  twete,  derte, 
virde,  vit'te,”  as  did  the  writer  with  the  poor  ink  who  may  have  been  Peter’s 
wife  Lea.  The  reader  can  easily  find  the  other  differences.  Spellings  vary 
with  the  momentary  fancy  of  the  speller.  The  word  for  daughter,  usually 
dochter,  appears  also  as  doghter,  dochder  and  once  in  the  German  form 
tochter.  lluwelijk  (marriage),  staat  (estate),  zoon  (son),  heer  (lord), 
geboren  (born),  and  other  words  differ.  It  appears  that  in  the  second  list 
the  birth  date  was  put  down  before  the  name  of  the  child  was  decided  or 
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rise  awaiting  the  vagaries  of  baptism  that  sometimes  resulted  in  a  name 
not  intended  by  t lie  parents  if  the  dominie  was  dictatorial,  absent  minded 
or  groggy.  And  in  one  case  it  was  forgotten  to  insert  the  name  later.  The 
presence  of  two  Rachels  (“ragel’)  in  this  list  means  that  the  first  one 
had  died. 

Now  to  the  translation:  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  174  7,  Oct.  6.  was  I, 
James  Van  Etten,  in  the  state  of  matrimony  vowed  (betrothed)  with  Lea 
Van  Vredenburgh.  1741),  Dec.  15,  is  born  our  first  son,  James  Van  Etten. 
In  baptism  received  at  Esopus  (Kingston)  by  the  minister  Peter  Vas. 
1753,  Dec.  10,  is  our  oldest  daughter  Rebecra  born.  1  760,  Mar  30,  is 
our  second  oldest?  daughter  Clara  born.  1771,  Apr.  26,  is  our  youngest 
daughter  Lea  born. 

1776,  Jun.  0,  is  our  first  daughter  Catherine  born.  1778,  Oct.  19,  is  our 
second  Rachel  daughter  born.  1  7  82,  Nov.  IS.  is  our  third  daughter  born. 
1185,  Apr.  1,  is  our  fourth  daughter  Rachel  born.  1787,  Oct.  6,  is  our  fifth 
daughter  Mary  born. 

1  788  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  Sept.  30,  was  I.  Peter  Wennor  Coeck(?) 
in  the  matrimonial  estate  pledged  with  Leah  Van  Etten.  17S9,  Jan.  24,  is 
my  first  daughter  Juliet  born.  1  790,  Oct.  5,  is  our  second  daughter  Mary 
born.  1793,  Apr.  21,  is  our  first  son  James  born. 

As  the  year  in  those  days  began  with  March  (making  December  ac¬ 
tually  the  "tenth  month")  we  would  now  write  Jan.  24,  1790  instead 
of  1789. — C.  Dec.  26,  192!). 


A  Sense  of  Personal  Loss 

comes  to  us  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Ambrose  Jones,  a  man  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  many  a  kindness.  It  is  an  appropriate  time  to  recall  some¬ 
thing  of  the  history  of  his  family — people  who  have  held  a  prominent  place 
in  the  annals  of  Greene  county. 

HENRY  JONES  came  across  from  Hudson,  Columbia  county,  and 
farmed  in  the  town  of  Greenville,  where  he  raised  a  sturdy  family,  though 
himself  died  all  too  early,  perhaps  from  the  privations  of  his  soldier  life 
in  the  War  of  1812.  lie  was  related  (a  second  cousin,  it  is  thought)  to 
Gov.  Samuel  Jones  Tilden.  whose  mother  was  a  Jones.  Mrs.  Henry  Jones 
was  born  Lavina  Scriber,  daughter  of  Peter  E.  Scriber  of  Clinton  Corners, 
Dutchess  county,  and  his  wife  who  was  a  Van  Etten.  possibly  the  Clara 
Van  Etten  of  the  old  Ilible  recoVd  we  published  a  few  weeks  ago.  This 
Peter  Scriber  was  a  blacksmith,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  doubtless 
shod  the  horses  of  General  Washington’s  army.  His  father  came  from 
Germany  bringing  a  handsome  big  German  Bible,  printed  in  Nurnberg  in 
1717,  still  treasured  by  his  descendants  in  South  Cairo. 

The  five  children  of  Henry  and  Lavina  (Scriber)  JONES  were: 

1.  Peter  Ambrose  Jones  1820.  who  married  in  Athens,  but  who  was 
caught  in  the  small-pox  epidemic  of  1  852.  while  returning  from  a  visit  to 
Ellenville,  and  died  in  Kingston.  His  business  was  that  of  a  tinmaker, 
in  Catskill.  His  widow  removed  to  Detroit,  and  we  would  like  to  hear 
further  about  her  and  her  family,  if  any  are  left. 

2.  Clarissa,  who  died  in  Athens  at  the  age  of  17,  soon  after  her 
marriage. 
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THE  JONES  FAMILY 


3.  The  Hon.  Addison  Porter  Jones,  named  for  Col.  Addison  Porter 

by  whose  side  his  father  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  born  at  Gay  head, 
Greene  county,  Sept.  15,  1822,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Jefferson 
Heights  on  May  5,  1910.  Apprenticed  at  first  to  be  a  gunsmith,  he  later 
became  the  leading  grocer  of  Catskill;  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Bagiev  (John 
H.  Bagley,  Jr.)  long  occupying  the  site  that  lias  passed  down  to  Howard 
C.  Smith.  Mr.  .Tones  was  very  prominent  in  the  political  activities  of 
our  county  and  twice  served  as  State  Senator  (1878-9  and  1S82-3).  11  is 

first  wife  was  Rachel  Jane  Sole,  a  descendant  of  the  DuBois  and  other 
early  families,  who  bore  him  three  children:  (1)  Charles  Porter,  drowned 
at  age  of  three  or  four  years;  (2)  George  Howard  Jones,  who  is  still  an 
active  member  of  our  community  and  whose  wife  was  lone  Elizabeth  Lusk 
of  beloved  memory,  a  descendant  of  the  Stoutenburghs  and  Hoffmans;  and 
(3)  Irwin,  who  died  young.  Between  the  surviving  son,  George,  and  his 
cousin  Ambrose  there  was  a  close  intimacy  throughout  their  boyhood  days. 
After  Mrs.  Jones  died  (May  1  2,  1865),  Mr.  Jones  married  Frances  E.  Bab¬ 
cock,  a  member  of  another  old  and  honored  family,  and  their  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  the  Misses  Helen  and  Frances  Jones,  reside  today  in  the  familiar 
homestead  at  Jefferson  Heights,  with  its  extensive  orchards  of  superior 
fruit.  The  grandchildren  of  this  family  are  (a)  Addison  P.  Jones  of  the 
Catskill  Savings  Bank  who  married  Alice  Annette  Whittaker,  also  a 
descendant  of  the  DuBoises  and  of  Madam  Dies;  and  (til  Gilbert  Lusk 
Jones  of  Limestreet,  whose  wife  was  born  Mary  Mower. 

4.  Egbert  Jones  1  824,  a  farmer  in  Greenville  and  South  Cairo,  whose 
widow  (born  Erexcena  Hoklridge  in  1  835)  is  living  in  South  Cairo  at  the 
age  of  nearly  96  years  in  marvellous  health  and  with  a  delightful  memory 
of  the  events  of  so  near  a  century.*  Mrs.  Jones  was  the  daughter  of  Mel- 
anchthon  and  Catherine  (Sherman)  Holdridge  of  what  was  later  Cairo 
Junction,  and  granddaughter  of  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Pettit)  Holdridge, 
being  thus  an  own  cousin  of  Mr.  George  W.  Holdridge  of  Catskill  who  also 
knows  the  secret  of  keeping  young  far  beyond  the  allotted  span.  There 
were  four  children  of  this  union,  until  just  now  an  unbroken  family, 
namely:  (1)  Ambrose,  whom  we  mourn,  (2)  Lavina  ,T..  (3)  Ella,  and  (4) 
Charles  Porter  Jones,  a  merchant  of  South  Cairo,  who  has  held  positions 
of  trust  in  that  village  and  whose  wife  was  born  Emma  Holcomb  Sherman 
of  ancient  family  and  a  great-great-granddaughter  1  believe  or  our  early 
physician  Dr.  Thomas  Benham,  the  Good  Samaritan  of  our  mountain  towns. 

5.  Ann  Eliza,  who  died  young. 

[ *Mrs.  Jones  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall,  not  long  after  this  was 
printed.] 

other  branches  of  this  family,  about  whom  we  need  more  information, 
include  that  of  Sabra  Jones,  a  sister  of  Henry  Jones,  who  likewise  came 
to  Greene  County  and  who  married  a  Mr.  STEPHENS  of  Greenville.  One 
of  her  daughters  married  a  LAKE  and  one  a  BRUNDAGE.  Who  will  tell 
us  about  this  line? 

A  half  sister  of  Mr.  Henry  Jones  was  also  married  in  Greenville  to  a 
Mr.  FAXCHER  and  among  her  descendants  was  the  late  Andrew  C.  Fancher 
of  Jefferson  and  Catskill,  whose  widow  was  born  Margaret  Jackson,  a 
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descendant  through  her  mother  (Sarah  Wetmore  Van  Lean)  of  Madam 
Jane  Dies. — C.  Mar.  20,  1930. 


Help  Wanted 

by  a  correspondent  of  the  St.  Johnsville  News,  a  paper  devoted  largely  to 
matters  of  local  and  family  history,  may  bring  information  from  some  of 
our  readers  about  the  Saxton  family  in  Greene  county.  Who  can  tell  us 
more  about  these  people? 

ALANSOX  SAXTON  or  Sexton  1  753/1/2 — -1809/4/22  mar.  Susanna 

-  1754/4/2 — 1832/5/30.  Who  were  his  ancestors?  Where  were  he 

and  his  wife  born?  Where  did  they  die,  and  where  are  they  buried? 
What  was  her  maiden  name?  She  probably  died  in  Jewett;  are  their  graves 
there?  Rut  in  17  90  they  seem  to  have  been  living  in  Rensselaerville. 
Albany  county,  and  in  1  787  he  owned  lot  22  4  in  that  county. 

Their  children  were  Gilbert  1  7  75,  Sarah  177S-79,  Molly  1780,  William 
1782,  Deidana  (Diadema)  1784,  Agnes  1  780.  Rebecca  1  787.  James  1789. 
Silas  1791,  Alanson  Jr.  1793  and  Susan  1  795/1  1/3  — 1854/2/5  who  mar. 
1 S 1  9/6/1  7  in  Jewett,  Greene  county,  Calvin  FORD  1797/8/7 — 1882/1/9. 
Susan  and  Calvin  Ford  both  died  in  Newstead,  Erie  county. 

Alanson  Saxton  Jr.  in  1  820  (Aug.  22)  was  sworn  in  as  a  lieutenant 
in  Greene  county  (Beers  Hist.  p.  37).  But  what  was  his  father's  Revolu¬ 
tionary  record?  This  is  particularly  desired. 

One  item  links  this  Alanson  Saxton  family  to  the  family  next  to  be 
mentioned.  In  1793  he  and  two  others  organized  a  Presbyterian  church 
in  a  log  house  on  Mount  Pisgah.  The  Saxton-Casper  Bible  record  given  me 
by  the  Historian  covers  the  children  and  part  of  the  later  generations  of 
Ann  (Bell)  Saxton,  daughter  of  the  Jonathan  Rell  whose  house,  still  stand¬ 
ing  south  of  Mitchell  Hollow  on  the  road  from  Windham  to  Mount 
Pisgah,  is  the  original  stone  portion  of  the  now  greaiiy  enlarged  (frame) 
Hayden  house.  The  account  of  his  coming  to  America  (from  England) 
about  1  800,  when  his  daughter  Ann  was  7  years  old.  is  in  Mrs.  Vedder’s 
history,  under  Windham. 

The  Bible  mentioned  shows  the  following  history:  Jacob  SAXTON 
1  793/3/26 — 1S42/1/3  mar.  1816/1/9  Ann  Bell  1794/4/24  — 1843/5/16. 
Children:  Joseph  V.  1  SI  7/3/3— IS44/6/23 ;  John  T.  1819/1/16—1841/3/ 
28;  Jane  Ann  (no  date) — 1821/3/11;  Mary  Ann  1827/9/5 — 1915/6/9 
(“S6”  yrs)  mar.  1845/10/16  John  V.  CASPER  who  died  1  874/3/1  9  (eh. 
La  vina  Ann  1  846/7/28  — 1  874/3/ IS,  2i  years.  Rosella  Adell  !  85  1/7./20  mar. 
1894/5/17  Charles  S.  VAN  VECHTEN,  brother  of  Mrs.  J.  V.  V.  Vedder)  ; 
Kuphas  A .  1829/5/  i  —  1  8 a 0/8  / 1  ;  William  L.  M .  1831/12/18. 

Who  will  tell  us  more  about  these  people?  Who  has  other  Saxton 
family  records?  Who  will  copy  for  us  Saxton  gravestone  inscriptions? 
All  this  will  be  carrying  forward  important  work  of  our  sot  ieties.  Let's 
hear  from  all  living  members  of  the  clan  Saxton. 

Three  other  mentions  in  the  old  county  history  (Beers)  may  help.  In 
the  1810  census  ( p.  39)  there  were  listed  in  Windham  (then  undivided) 
Gilbert  Saxton  with  8  in  family  and  Susan  Saxton  with  4.  On  page  395 
Philetus  REYNOLDS,  born  in  Old  Stockbridge,  Mass..  1776/4/25,  is  said 
to  have  mar.  1  803  Dremania  Saxton  and  moved  to  Windham,  there  having 
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THE  SAXTON  FAMILY 


children  Calvin  and  Luther  (twins)  and  Annis;  hut  they  moved  away  in 
1816.  Finally  (page  397)  an  early  settler  by  the  name  of  Saxton  is  stated 
to  have  been  a  grandfather  of  GOV.  WASHINGTON  HUNT  who  was 
elected  in  1851,  a  native  of  Windham. — C.  Drc.  hi,  win. 


The  Eckler  Family 

is  an  old  and  honorable  one.  sprung  from  Christian  Aiglet-  who  came  from 
Hesse-Cassel.  Germany,  over  two  centuries  ago.  From  letters  received,  and 
other  sources,  our  records  of  this  family  are  growing  to  the  [joint  where  we 
should  like  to  complete  them  without  delay.  All  persons  of  the  name  are 
asked  to  write  in  at  once,  and  also  all  derived  from  the  following,  who 
married  into  the  family: 

Lewis  ADSIT,  Jesse  ALLEN.  William  RENTER,  Joseph  BOWEN, 
Isaiah  BRANDOW,  George  BURKE  (Botch),  James  CATER,  Samuel  COM¬ 
FORT,  William  EDGERLY,  George  HOPKINS.  Abram  LANE,  John  LAY¬ 
MAN,  - LOZIER  (married  Sally  Ann  Eckler),  Jacob  OSBORN,  Oman 

PECK,  Francis  PERSON.  Isaac  RAYMOND,  Jonathan  ROWE.  Michael 
SAXE,  Edward  SMITH,  John  UNDERHILL,  Abram  VAN  GORDEN. — C.  Jan. 
2,  1930. 


The  Puzzle  Box 

this  week  includes  a  request  for  the  name  of  the  father  of  Bartlett  HOW¬ 
ARD  (who  married  Harzilla  Hamlin),  living  on  Main  street,  Cairo,  in  1S40, 
and  supposed  to  be  either  Job  or  Jonathan  Howard  of  the  1810  Census.* 
Who  will  answer?  We  are  asked  also  to  find  the  grave  in  Catskill  of  Jo¬ 
seph  GREGORY,  died  1800,  and  where  his  home  stood.  And  to  inquire  as 
to  the  ancestry  (with  Revolutionary  service,  if  any)  of  Mary  VAN  VLIET 
(married  William  Henry  Day)  daughter  of  John  Van  Vliet  (married  — — - — 
Van  Loan)  of  Athens  township.  1  lelp  out  these  people  if  you  can. — 
C.  Jan.  2,  1930. 

[‘See  last  part  of  this  book.] 


The  Breasted  Fainily:;: 

is  an  interesting  one.  both  in  our  annals  and  in  those  of  the  state  at  large. 
While  I  have  not  time  to  assemble  all  the  facts  at  this  time,  a  few  may  not 
be  amiss.  The  family  ancestor  was  Jan  Jansen  van  Breestede,  who  married 
Engeltje  Janse  Van  Brestede.  but  while  these  names  show  each  was  a 
child  of  Jan  they  do  not  necessarily  mean  blood  relationship  but  only  that 
both  came  from  the  same  village  of  Breestede,  Holland.  Among  their  chil¬ 
dren  were  three  daughters  and  a  son,  Jan  Jansen  (we  would  say  ••Junior”) 
who  married  Mairitje  Lucas.  Of  the  daughters,  Tryntje  Janse  married  Rut¬ 
ger  Jacobsen  (van  Schoenderwoert )  of  Bevervvyck  (Albany)  and  became 
ancestor  of  the  RUTGERS  family;  Dorothe  Janse  married  Volckert  Janse 
DOUW,  ancestor  of  the  Dow  family  (their  son  Hendrick  married  NeeRje 
Van  Vechten  widow  of  Marte  Gerritse  van  Bergen);  and  Elsie  Janse  mar¬ 
ried  Lieut.  Hendrick  Jochemse  SCHOONMAKER.  ancestor  of  that  family. 

[‘See  the  story  of  the  iron  clog,  page  61.] 

In  our  own  village  of  Catskill,  John  BREASTED  owned  most  of  tin- 
land  along  the  present  Prospect  Avenue,  former!)  Orange  Street,  and 
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planted  the  lots,  which  he  sold  off.  with  encircling  hedges  of  young  Norway 
spruce  trees,  now  nearly  all  cut  down.  He  built  for  himself  the  large 
house  commanding  a  view  of  the  Hudson  that  later  belonged  to  Mr.  Hay¬ 
den  and  now  to  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis.  A  gentleman  who  remembers 
him  says  he  was  distinguished  by  the  largest  and  most  ungainly  feet  in 
Catskill — “a  good  understanding"'  that  upheld  a  man  of  integrity  and 
great  business  acumen.  The  house  of  Mr.  'William  L.  DuBois,  just  purchased 
by  Mr.  John  L.  Fray,  was  erected  by  Breasted  for  Mr.  Charles  L.  Cornish  of 
New  York  (an  uncle  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Congdon)  and  the  builder  did  such 
a  good  job  that  he  was  retained  by  Breasted  and  other  parties  to  build  the 
Prospect  Park  Hotel,  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  St.  Anthony 
monastery.  His  reputation  made  here,  the  same  man  went  on  to  Florida 
and  constructed  the  Ponce  de  Leon  Hotel  in  St.  Augustine,  and  other  large 
hostelries  there,  where  in  later  years  our  Mr.  Van  Hoesen  came  across  him 
and  learned  his  story, 

John  Breasted  married  Rachel  Van  Loan,  daughter  of  William  Wet- 
more  Van  Loan  and  his  wife  Sally  DuBois.  Rachel's  unmarried  sister,  Miss 
Jane  Van  Loan,  the  only  other  child,  lived  with  them,  an  austere  but  kind- 
hearted,  black-garbed  spinster  of  our  childhood  recollections  who  later 
gave  us  stacks  of  gay  music  treasured  up  from  her  own  carefree  girlhood. 

She  was  a  descendant  of  Madam  Jane  Dies.  The  lines  are  as  follows: 
(I.)  Francis  GOELET.  the  ancestor,  had  a  son  (II.)  Jacobus  married  lan- 
netje  Coesar;  their  son  (III.)  James  married  Catherine  Boele  and  had  a 
daughter  (IV.)  Jane  (Jannetje)  who  married  Major!?)  John  DIES.  The 
son  (V.)  Matthew  Dies  married  Eve  Van  Loan  daughter  of  Hannes  Van 
Loan  and  Jannetje  Van  Valkenberg,  and  had  a  daughter  (VI.)  Jane  Goelet 
Dies  who  married  Captain  Isaac  VAN  LOAN  of  Catskill.  These  were  the 
parents  of  (VII.)  William  Wetmore  Van  Loan,  a  prominent  merchant  of 
Catskill,  whose  home  was  in  the  house  on  Broad  Street,  corner  of  Greene, 
then  next  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Hall’s.  His  wife's  line  is  as  follows:  (I.)  Christian 
DuBois,  (II.)  Louis  DuBois  married  Catherine  Blanchan,  (III.)  Solomon 
DuBois  married  Tryntje  Gerritscn,  (IV.)  Benjamin  DuBois  married  Cath¬ 
arine  Suvlandt.  (V.)  Cornelius  DuBois  married  Catharine  Vanderpoel.  (VI.) 
Capt.  Parent  DuBois  married  Rachel  DuBois  of  Kingston,  (VII.)  Sally 
married  W.  W.  Van  Loan,  as  above. 

There  were  but  the  two  daughters,  Rachel  (Mrs.  John  Breasted)  and 
Jane — both  childless. 

A  familiar  figure  to  our  boyhood  was  that  of  Mr.  George  Breasted, 
brother  to  John,  whose  monument  in  the  village  cemetery  crowned  by  a 
great  boulder  is  a  well-known  sight  to  all.  Peter  Breasted,  the  father, 
wanted  to  mal  e  a  house-painter  out  of  George,  while  the  latter  wanted 
an  education  and  to  be  a  scientist.  The  compound  was  a  thwarted  soul, 
living  like  a  hermit  in  the  heart  of  a  village,  stalking  among  our  hills 
in  frock  coat  and  stove-pipe  hat  (inside  which  he  pinned  the  butterflies 
he  caught,  for  safe  transport  homeward),  with  a  hidden  geology  hammer 
and  many  precious  fossils  in  the  roomy  skirts  of  the  coat,  an  awesomely 
attractive  figure  to  our  childish  imagination  about  whom  I  nope  some  day 
to  obtain  a  close-up  from  his  most  intimate  youthful  associate. 
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THE  SALISBURY  FAMILY 


But  who  will  tell  us  more  about  the  Breasteds?  Are  there  any  of  the 
family  left  in  Greene  County,  or  gone  out  from  Greene  County.  And  who 
has  anything  to  add  about  the  paint-house  founded  by  Peter  Breasted,  01 
any  more  wags  to  the  tail  of  the  iron  dog?  I  have  a  suspicion  that  the 
dog’s  running  mate  also  came  to  Catskill  and  is  still  with  us.  Let’s  have  a 
bark  from  him. — C.  Apr.  3,  1930. 


Wessell  Salisbury* 

was  born  in  1748,  the  son  of  Abraham  Salisbury  (1699-1757)  and  Rachel 
daughter  of  Wessel  Ten  Broeck  and  Jacomyntje  van  Gaasbeck,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Jaecquemijntgen  Laurens  de  Warmont  of  noble  Dutch  blood 
and  the  equally  noble  Govert  Corneliszoon  van  Gaesbeeeq  of  Leyden,  Hol¬ 
land.  Abraham  and  his  wife  Rachel  were  cousins,  for  Abraham's  mother 
was  Maria  van  Gaasbeck,  bis  father  being  Francis  Salisbury  (  1679-1756) 
who  built  in  17  05  the  old  stone  house  just  beyond  Leeds  that  has  so  re¬ 
cently  and  so  regrettably  burned.  Francis  was  son  of  the  original  Silvester 
Salisbury  (  16297-1  680)  and  Elizabeth  Beck — the  Captain  Salisbury  of  the 
Albany  fort  mentioned  in  our  issue  of  February  27,  who  later  appears  in 
the  court  records  as  deputy  governor. 

[*See  his  letter  on  page  4  5.] 

This  Salisbury  Family, 

sprung  from  Captain  Silvester  SALISBURY  of  English  “blue  blood,’’  has 
figured  largely  in  the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  Greene  County.  We 
should  like  to  hear  from  all  of  the  descendants,  far  or  near.  Intermarriage 
with  other  of  the  best  old  families  gives  every  member  a  lineage  worthy 
to  be  placed  in  our  records.  Let  us  hear  from  them  all.  Wessel  married 
Annatje  Witbeck  and  planted  his  homestead  toward  Cairo — can  anyone 
now  point  out  the  exact  site?  His  brothers  and  sisters  and  cousins  were 
all  ’round  about  on  the  wide  acies  of  the  Salisbury  Patent  and  its  vicinity. 

Among  these  cousins  was  Lieutenant  Parent  Staats  Salisbury  (1743- 
1797),  baptized  in  Albany  April  3,  1749[?]  and  died  April  1  1,  1  797,  aged 
54  years,  in  Jefferson,  where  he  is  buried  in  their  Rural  Cemetery.  In 
1776,  when  he  was  33  years  old,  he  was  made  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  first 
regiment  of  the  New  York  Line,  and  remained  in  the  service  during  the 
war,  a  service  which  entitles  his  descendants  to  membership  in  the  so¬ 
cieties  of  the  American  Revolution.  Lieut.  Salisbury  was  a  grandson  of 
Francis  and  Maria  (van  Gaasbeck)  by  their  son  William  Salisbury  (1711- 
1801)  and  his  wife  Teuntje  (Eunice  in  English)  daughter  of  Barent  and 
Neeltje  Gerritse  (Vandenberg)  Staats.  His  own  wife  was  Sara  daughter  of 
Solomon  DuBois  and  Margaret  Sammons,  thus  adding  the  best  of  French 
blood  to  the  Dutch  and  English. — C.  Apr.  17,  1930. 


The  Saxe-Sax-Sachs  Family 

or  families,  for  there  seem  to  be  several  distinct  lines,  interest  me  much 
at  this  moment.  All  members  of  these,  please  send  in  your  family  records. 
Among  the  older  ones  now  living  is  Mr.  W.  J.  SAXE  of  Palenville.  who 
lived  all  his  active  life  in  Kiskatom  at  the  Mountain  View  Farm  House, 
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a  farm  owner!  by  the  family  for  a  century  and  a  quarter.  Referring  to 
the  Catskill  census  of  1S10,  which  listed  under  the  name  of  Sax  I  see  our 
page  120,  beyond)  one  John,  two  Fredericks  and  four  Peters.  Mr.  Saxe 
makes  the  following  comments: 

“I  know  of  two  Frederick  Saxes  that  were  in  and  about  Kiskatom  in 
1S10.  My  great-grand  father  was  one  of  them.  He  came  to  Kiskatom  in 
1S03,  and  died  in  the  old  house  in  1  S 3 2  and  was  buried  in  the  corner  of  the 
orchard  near  the  house.  The  other  Frederick  Saxe  lived  up  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  side  back  of  Lawrenceville  and  was  the  grandfather  of  John  H.  Saxe 
who  lives  on  the  same  place.  My  mother  (Betsy  Linzey)  went  to  school 
by  the  place  and  knew  old  Uncle  Frederick  Saxe  when  she  was  a  little 
girl.  I  often  heard  her  steak  of  him.  Peter  P.  and  Peter  C.  Saxe  lived 
across  the  flats  from  the  Mt.  View  Farm  House,  and  one  of  them  was  the 
grandfather  of  George  Van  Bramer  who  now  lives  in  Catskill.  He  died 
on  the  place  which  came  from  his  grandfather.  This  has  gone  on  for  a 
hundred  or  two  hundred  years — many  Frederick,  John  and  Peter  Saxes. 

“Frederick  SCHERMERHORX  was  my  mother's  srreat  grandfather  who 
lived  back  of  the  Round  Top  and  was  taken  captive  by  Indians  but  finally 
got  away  and  came  home,  married,  and  raised  a  large  family,  and  was  buried 
by  his  wife  in  the  Round  Top  cemetery  near  the  M.  E.  church  back  of 
Round  Top  3  miles  above  Purling.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Schram  built 
the  house  where  the  Mt.  View  Farm  House  now  stands.  I  helped  to  tear 
it  down  in  1ST!  and  this  was  built  in  1  797.  but  this  man  Schram  died  just 
before  great  grandfather  bought  the  place  in  1803.  Schram  was  buried 
half  way  between  the  barn  and  Fly  Creek.” 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  signers  of  the  petition  against  a  new 
county  in  17S6  included  Christian.  Jacob.  Johannes.  Paul  and  two  Peters 
Sax.  Here  then  is  mostly  an  earlier  generation;  who  can  tell  us  anything 
about  them? — C.  Apr.  2 ),  1930. 


Information  Wanted. 

A  correspondent  seeks  information  about  the  Butcher  and  Townsend 
families,  and  especially  about  a  certain  Jane  Shepard  (born  1810  7  6 )  who 
married  (1830/9 ’13)  a  Minor  Townsend.  Whose  daughter  was  she? 
Whoever  knows,  help  us  out. 

The  Dutclier  Family 

to  which  our  correspondent  refers,  according  to  the  records  she  has  found, 
begins  in  Dover  township.  Dutchess  ounty.  with  Derrick  or  Din  k' BUTCH¬ 
ER,  whose  son  David  (born  probably  in  Dover  about  1760)  resided  in  Cairo. 
Greene  County,  in  1  799.  but  later  (1303  or  lSttfl)  moved  to  Catskill.  near 
Catskill  Landing,  and  lived  there  about  three  years  [be  is  listed  in  the 
1810  census  of  Catskill]  before  returning  to  Dover  township.  Finally  he 
removed  to  Cherry  Valley,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 

David  Butcher’s  wife  was  Jane  (born  about  1763)  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Jemima  (Van  Deusen )  Palmer,  probably  of  Dutchess  County 
She  died  shortly  after  is  10.  Their  children  were  Jacob.  Thomas.  Jemima. 
Leah.  Martin  (1790-1872).  Mathew  Palmer  i  1799-1  888).  and  Dorcas 
(  1  8  1  0-1873).  Of  these.  Jemima  (born  probably  about  1  790)  married  a 
SHEPARD  and  had  a  daughter  Katharine;  Leah  married  Benjamin 


' 


-  ,  . 

u  >  ««»  ,*vrofti  ursoif  .7 

■ 


THE  DUTCHER  FAMILY 


COTHARIX;  and  Dorcas  married  Joshua  HAIGHT.  Martin  married  Cynthia 
Ann  Feagles.  What  Shepard  did  Jemima  marry? 

The  son  Mathew  Palmer  Dutcher  was  born  June  12,  1 799.  in  Cairo 
and  was  about  six  years  old  when  his  family  came  to  Catskill  to  live.  When 
his  mother  died  (after  1  S  1  0  ) ,  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle  in  Greenville 
and  learned  to  be  a  tanner  and  currier,  also  a  boot-and-shoemaker,  the  trade 
which  he  followed  throughout  his  life.  At  the  age  of  1  S  he  went  to  Coey- 
tnans,  Albany  County,  to  live,  and  there  (1S21/9/18)  married  Sarah  Ann 
Prindle  ( 1802/9/30-1  S<‘»4/9/29  > ;  for  the  next  ten  years  they  made  their 
home  in  Greenville,  then  moved  to  Broome,  Schoharie  County,  and  in  183.8 
to  Somerset,  Niagara  County,  where  lie  carried  on  business.  In  1864  his 
wife,  who  had  borne  him  3  sons  and  10  daughters,  died;  and  he  later  re¬ 
married.  Mathew  P.  Dutcher  died  Oct.  S,  1S8S.  Who  were  the  parents 
of  Sarah  Prindle? 

The  thirteen  children  of  Mathew  and  Sarah  Ann  Dutcher  were  Daniel 
P.  1822,  David  Smith  1824  (died  in  infancy),  Sarah  Jane  l $25.  son  1827 
(died  unnamed),  Jemima  182S,  Louisa  Palmer  1831,  Ann  Eliza  1833,  Caro¬ 
line  1835,  Katherine  1837,  Mary  1839,  Hannah  1842,  Mary  Frances  184  4, 
Emma  Eugenia  1S46.  [These  long  lists  ought  to  be  an  encouragement  to 
the  rising  generation.]  Of  these,  Ann  Eliza  married  Elisha  Clapp  Town¬ 
send,  son  of  Minor  and  Jane  (Shepard)  Tounsend. 

This  Townsend  Family 

goes  back  to  Christopher  TOWXSEXD  (  1 776  7/25— 1855/6/23  )  and  his 
wife  Bathiah  or  Bethia  Rider  (1777/9/20-1844/4/13)  who  were  married 
in  1793  and  were  residing  in  Greenville,  Greene  County,  in  1814.  Who 
were  their  parents?  Later  they  went  to  Cayuga  County,  and  before  1844 
to  West  Somerset,  Niagara  County,  where  both  are  buried.  Their  14  chil¬ 
dren  included  Phebe.  married  a  PICKETT;  Deborah,  married  Philander 
HOPKINS;  Matilda,  married  Isaac  COX;  Marilda;  Samuel;  Minor  (.1808/ 
2/28-1872/3/31  ),  married  1830/9/15  Jane  Shepard  (1810/7/6- 
1  SSI/ 12/6),  the  parents  of  Elisha  Clapp  Townsend,  above  mentioned; 
Jefferson  ( 1 880?-l  863/9/25 ) ,  married  Nellie  X.  Schutt  and  lived  in 
Niagara  County  then  moved  to  or  near  Kingston,  X.  Y. ;  Betsey  Ann 
(1814/10/20,  in  Greenville),  married  James  B.  HOFFMAN  and  lived  in 
Niagara  County:  Luther  (  ISIS)  of  West  Somerset,  Niagara  County.  Names 
of  the  others  unknown. 

Descendants  of  either  of  these  families,  Dutcher  and  Townsend,  who 
see  this  account  will  please  let  us  know.  They  are  of  Greene  Count) 
stock  and  we  would  not  lose  track  of  them,  however  far  away  now.  And 
who  can  tell  us  about  Jane  Shepard,  wife  of  Minor  Townsend,  and  her 
parentage? — C.  Apr.  2},  1930. 


Who  Remembers  Ben  Shepherd? 

From  far-away  New  Mexico  comes  a  request  for  information  about 
Mr.  Benjamin  Shepherd  (or  Shepard),  who  once  kept  a  confectionery  stand 
in  Catskill.  Hazy  recollections  of  my  boyhood  associate  him  with  the 
vicinity  of  Main  and  Bridge  streets  or  the  foot  of  Presbyterian  hill.  His 
father  John  was  a  confectioner  before  him,  and  is  said  to  have  died  in 
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1  902  here,  the  son  of  Charles  Shepherd  Jr.  and  his  wife  Mary  Winters, 
sister  of  Mathew  Winters.  Who  were  Mary’s  parents? 

rharles  SHEPHERD  Sr.,  horn  1744,  married  Elizabeth  Dyer,  but 
where  and  when?  Who  will  tell  us  more  about  these  amestors  of  our  corres¬ 
pondent?  And  who  will  put  us  in  touch  with  living  descendants? — 
C.  May  29,  1930. 

Marcus  Trowbridge  was  the  editor  of  this  paper  in  my  boyhood.  Some 
day  I  shall  have  more  to  say  about  him  and  his  family,  but  just  now  I 
mention  his  name  because  it  is  his  daughter.*  wife  of  a  very  prominent 
clergyman  of  Rochester,  who  sends  me  the  following  note  about  the  Shep¬ 
herd  family  in  response  to  an  inquiry  three  weeks  ago  in  these  columns. 

“I  have  such  a  vivid  picture  of  the  Shepherds  having  family  prayers. 
They  lived  across  from  my  Uncle  Charles’  factory  on  Candle  Factory  Hill 
[Livingston  street]  as  we  always  called  it.  If  I  chanced  to  go  down  that 
hill  in  the  early  morning  I  could  see  John  Shepherd  sitting  in  the  living 
room  with  his  wife  and  his  two  children  Ben  and  Mary,  and  he  would  be 
holding  the  family  Bible  in  his  hands  and  it  quite  thrilled  me  to  see  them 
all  following  that  lovely  old  custom  of  having  family  prayers;  also  the  very 
serious  look  on  the  faces  of  Ben  and  Mary  made  a  deep  impression  on  my 
mind.  Of  course  the  candy  shop  was  a  delight  and  I  think  it  was  iust 
above  the  Baptist  Church.” 

Several  in  Catskill  have  recalled  ‘‘Uncle  John”  Shepherd,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  them  for  much  information.  But  we  still  want  to  learn  about 
his  ancestry _ C.  June  19,  1930. 

[♦Mrs.  Adelaide  Crapsey.] 


Again  We  Mourn 

a  friend  laid  to  rest,  one  whose  features  like  her  soul  grew  more  beautiful 
with  every  passing  year.  Mary  Bates,  the  widow  of  George  Cramer  Willis 
and  of  the  late  Charles  E.  Nichols,  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Howard  Bates,  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church.  Oak  Hill,  where  he 
died  in  1S6$.  It  is  appropriate  at  this  time  to  recall  something  of  the  life 
and  services  of  this  man.  who  gave  richly  of  himself  to  us. 

From  memoranda  preserved  by  his  family  we  believe  that  he  was  a 
descendant  of  James  BATES,  an  early  settler  (1669)  of  Saybrook.  Conn., 
and  supposedly  a  native  of  Wales.  Later  a  James  Bates  lived  in  Durham. 
Conn.,  and  had  four  sons.  John.  Nathaniel.  Jacob  and  David.  The  last,  with 
his  brothers  Nathaniel  and  Jacob,  took  up  farms  in  Middle  Granville.  Mass. 
David’s  first  child  was  a  son.  David  Ward  Bates,  his  middle  name  the 
maiden  name  of  his  mother,  who  died  soon  after  his  birth. 

Henry  llouard  Hate*  was  the  youngest  of  the  seven  children  of  David 
Ward  Bates  and  his  wife  Susan  Howard,  and  the  oply  one  born  i  Nov.  23. 
ISOS)  after  the  family  moved  from  Granville,  Mass.,  to  Benson.  Vt..  close 
to  Lake  Champlain.  Here  he  grew  up.  between  the  shadow  of  the  Green 
Mountains  and  the  Adirondack*,  a  lover  of  the  sublime  and  the  strenuous, 
and  here  he  found  his  life-mate.  Eunice  S.  Basconi.  born  Dec.  Is.  1911.  in 
the  neighboring  village  of  Orwell. 

Meantime,  however,  he  had  received  his  education  at  Andover.  Mass., 
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REV.  HENRY  H.  BATES 

and  Union  College,  Schenectady.  In  college,  under  the  influence  of  Prof. 

I  Potter,  he  became  an  Episcopalian  and  went  on  to  the  general  Theological 

Seminary  in  New  York  city  to  make  preparation  for  the  ministry.  On 
March  17,  1S4  0,  he  was  married  in  Orwell,  and  entered  that  year  on  his 
rectorship  in  Blandford,  Mass.,  his  first  parish.  Four  years  later  he 
transferred  to  Warehouse  Point,  Conn.,  for  eight  years,  then  served  the 
church  at  Tariffville,  Conn.,  for  six  years  more.  In  1  S 5 8  he  came  to  the 
still  more  .  important  parish  of  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  the  Church  of  the 
Messiah. 

Then  came  the  war  and  the  patriotism  of  Mr.  Bates  would  not  allow 
him  to  stay  idly  at  home  enjoying  the  earthly  reward  of  his  faithful 
ministry.  Turning  his  back  on  a  lucrative  parish,  he  became  in  1861  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  22nd  Regiment  of  New  York  State  Volunteers,  of  which  one  of 
his  wardens  (Walter  Phelps)  was  colonel.  After  one  year  he  asked  and 
obtained  permission  to  leave  his  parish  that  he  might  continue  with  the 
army.  At  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  while  entering  the  hospitals  with 
wounded  soldiers,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  marched  three  days  in 
front  of  the  rebel  army.  He  was  then  released  by  their  General  Wilcox, 
in  which  the  fact  that  both  were  Masons  may  have  played  a  part,  but  his 
pistol,  overcoat  and  satchel  were  not  restored  to  him. 

With  shattered  health  he  returned  to  his  family  in  Glens  Falls  when 
his  regiment  was  mustered  out,  and  under  the  advice  of  Bishop  Potter  he 
went  in  1SG3  to  Oak  Hill,  a  small  parish,  to  recuperate  in  the  air  and  sun¬ 
shine  of  the  mountains.  Nothing,  however,  could  slacken  the  ardor  of  his 
service  but  death;  and  at  the  end  of  four  and  a  half  years  he  passed  on 
(Jan.  14,  18GS)  to  the  larger  ministry.  In  the  church  where  he  last  labored 
stands  the  monument  erected  to  his  memory  by  the  Masonic  order. 

In  personal  appearance  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bates,  though  of  but  average 
height,  was  noticeable  in  any  gathering  for  his  refinement  of  features  and 
manner,  his  rugged  physique  before  it  was  broken  by  the  privations  of  the 
war,  his  enthusiasm  and  personal  magnetism.  Always  thoughtful  of  the 
welfare  and  feelings  of  others,  he  left  a  host  of  friends  in  every  parish. 

In  18G5  Oak  Ilill  had  only  three  mails  a  week.  From  a  traveling  man 
who  was  passing  through  the  village,  Mr.  Bates  learned  that  on  the  previous 
day  (April  9,  1SG5)  General  Lee  had  surrendered  and  the  Rebellion  was 
crushed.  He  hastened  to  the  church,  up  to  the  belfry,  and  for  half  an  hour 
rang  out  the  glad  news,  bringing  the  people  in  haste  from  all  roundabout 
to  learn  of  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  three  children  of  Rev.  Henry  Howard  Bates  and  his  wife  Eunice 
Bascom  were  Henry  Bascom  Bates,  H«mer  Bryant  Bates  now  living  in 
Catskill,*  who  married  Rosamond  A.  Davis,  and  Mary  A.  Bates,  Mrs.  Nichols, 
whose  memory  will  ever  inspire  all  who  knew  her. 

[♦Since  deceased.] 

It  would  not  do  to  pass  over  wholly  the  wife  who  sustained  him 
through  many  a  trial,  and  who  gave  to  her  children  another  line  of  worthy 
ancestry.  In  or  about  1 6 :i 4 .  Thomas  BASCOM  cam*'  to  America,  living 
successively  in  Dorchester,  Mass..,  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  Northampton,  Mass., 
where  he  died  in  1GS2.  His  wife  Avis  (died  16  76)  bore  him  a  son  Thomas 
Jr  (1641-1689)  who  married  in  1GG7  Mary  (born  1G45)  daughter  of 
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Thomas  Newell  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  and  Rebecca  Olmsted  his  wife  (who 
came  from  England  to  Boston  in  1 G R 2 ) .  Their  son  was  Thomas  3rd  (1668) 
who  in  1691  married  Hannah  Oatlin  (died  1  746  ).  The  Catlin  family  has 
been  prominent  in  American  history.  Hannah’s  father  was  John  Catlin  of 
Deerfield,  son  of  John  and  probably  grandson  of  the  original  Thomas  Catlin 
(1612-1690)  of  Hartford  and  New  Haven.. 

Among  the  children  of  Thomas  Bascom  3rd  was  Ezekiel  (  1700-1746) 
who  married  Rebecca  Clary  and  became  the  father  of  Deacon  Elias  Bascom 
(1737-1833)  married  1761  Eunice  Allen  of  Deerfield.  Artemidorus  Bascom, 
son  of  Elias  and  Eunice,  was  known  generally  as  Dorus  Bascom;  he 
married  Chloe  Hulburd,  and  it  was  their  daughter,  Eunice  Semanthe,  who 
braved  the  labor  and  want  of  a  minister’s  wife  and  nurtured  her  children  in 
the  fear  of  God  and  love  of  their  fellow  man.  All  honor  to  her  name  and 
memory,  too. 

Is  anyone  else  in  Greene  County  a  descendant  of  any  of  these  New 
England  families  we  have  named? — C.  May  8,  1980. 


Help  Is  Wanted 

by  a  correspondent  to,  find  the  list  of  children  of  Daniel  CAMPBELL  of 
Catskill  and  Lydia  Ball  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  who  were  married  August  12, 
1795.  Who  can  help  us?  Another  wants  to  get  the  address  of  James  Over- 
haugli,  a  descendant  of  Abraham  and  Deborah  (Voorhees)  OVERBACGH, 
or  any  information  about  the  children  of  this  Abraham  and  Deborah. 
Further  questions  for  someone  to  answer  are:  (1)  whose  son  was  Ben¬ 
jamin  Overbaugh  who  married  Eliza  Van  Hovenburg,  (2)  are  there  any 
descendants  of  Wilhelmus  Emerick  Overbaugh,  (3)  where  is  William  H. 
Dederick,  sou  of  Alonzo  Dederick,  (4)  where  does  James  Post  live  now, 
and  (5)  did  Ethel  Post  marry  a  Chadwick?  Who  will  tell  us? — C.  May  15, 
1930. 


Two  Thirds  of  a  Century 

is  a  long  time  to  be  happily  married,  but  that  is  the  record  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Van  Hoesen  of  26  King  St.,  Catskill,  have  set  and  on  October 
2  [  1930]  they  will  round  out  full  68  years  of  wedded  bliss.  Can  any 
other  Greene  County  couple  beat  this? 

The  Van  Hoesen  Family 

in  this  section  of  the  world  originated  with  Jan  Fransze  VAN  HbESEN, 
spelled  also  van  Hussutn  and  van  Hoeser,  who  came  from  Holland  to 
Be verwyck  in  1615  and  died  there  about  1667  after  the  village  had  passed 
into  English  control  and  been  ret  hristened  Albany.  It  should  be  noted 
that  the  second  syllable  of  the  name,  however  spelled,  is  always  correctly 
pronounced  like  our  English  word  “whose,”  and  from  this  it  has  come  that 
the  English  later  wrote  it.  Van  Hoosen  and  Van  Hosen,  just  as  they  changed 
Nut  ten  Dock  (  i.  e.  Chestnut  Point)  into  the  meaningless  “Newton  Hook.” 

This  Jan  Fransze  (John  Francis-son)  van  llussum  was  a  landowner 
at  “the  Flavor  rack.”  living  in  and  around  Beverwyck  with  his  wife 
Volk je  Jurriaanse,  who  survived  him  and  had  much  dilliculty  in  managing 
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THE  VAN  HOESEN  FAMILY 

her  family  and  estate  in  those  rough  and  ready  times.  Several  times  she 
appeals  as  plaintiff  in  the  court  records,  one  record  being  of  special  in¬ 
terest.  Appearing  on  November  20,  1008,  before  the  whole  court,  composed 
of  the  honorable  magistrates  “Ryckart  van  Renselaer,  Jacob  de  Hinsse, 
Jan  Thomasz,  Abraham  Staas,  Jan  Verbeeck  and  Martten  Gerrittsz  [van 
Bergen,  of  Coxsackie],”  “Volckie  van  Hoesem”  prefers  charges  against 
Symon,  the  baker.  "The  plaintiff  says  that  her  little  son  served  the  defend¬ 
ant  three  years  for  board  and  clothing  and  that  he  has  now  come  home 
very  poorly  fitted  out.  Also,  that  through  the  defendant’s  neglect  he  has 
got  a  lame  arm,  for  which  she  demands  reparation. 

"The  defendant  answers  that  the  boy  tell  from  his  horse  and  that  he 
did  not  think  it  would  turn  out  that  way  and  that  the  boy  has  worked  since. 

"The  honorable  court  order  the  defendant  on  the  next  court  day  to 
submit  evidence  that  the  boy  worked  since  the  date  of  the  fall  and  in 
what  wav.’’ 

The  next  court  day  was  December  10,  and  there  came  up  the  ad¬ 
journed  case  of  "Volckie  van  Hoesem,  plaintiff,  against  Symon  Volckertsz, 
defendant. 

"Case  according  to  the  foregoing  minutes.  The  plaintiff  persists 
In  her  former  demand. 

"The  defendant  presents  an  affidavit  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
boy  worked  after  the  date  of  the  fall  and  as  to  the  fitting  out,  he  promises 
to  give  him  a  pair  of  underdrawers  and  a  hat  in  the  spring. 

"The  honorable  court  order -the  defendant  according  to  his  promise  to 
give  the  plaintiff  a  pair  of  underdrawers  and  a  hat.” 

The  children  of  Jan  Fransze  and  Volckertje  or  Volkje  were  (1) 
Jurriaan,  Juriaen  or  Jurge  (George)  Janse  van  Hoesen,  who  married  and 
lived  in  Albany  and  perhaps  later  in  Claverack;  (2)  Jacob  Janse  van 
Hoesen  of  Claverack,  who  married  Judikje  Fransze  Klauw  (Clow);  (3) 
Volckert;  (4)  Anna  or  Annatje;  (5)  Styntje;  (G)  Maria  or  Marytje;  (7) 
Catherine  or  Catalyntje;  and  (8)  Johannes  of  Claverack,  whose  wife  was 
Janike  or  Janneke  or  Jannetje.  At  the  present  moment  1  can  give  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  but  three  of  these,  and  hope  that  others  may  be  able  to  add  more. 

A  “Hannes  van  Hoesen"  of  Albany,  with  wife  Williamje  or  Willemje, 
appears  also  in  the  records.  He  was  older  than  Jan’s  children,  just  enu¬ 
merated,  but  1  do  not  yet  know  how  related  to  them,  if  at  all.  His  chil¬ 
dren  included  apparently  Jan  Hannissen  van  Hoesen  of  Claverack,  with 
wife  “Danike”  (or  Janneke)  and  at  least  6  children,  "Joh.  llannissen  van 
Hoesen"  of  't  Taar  bosch  (the  tarbush),  who  married  Klisabeth  and  had 
a  daughter  Jannitje  born  October,  1721,  Jacob  Hannissen  van  Hoesen  who 
married  Gertruyd  and  had  10  or  more  children,  and  surely  Gerritje  van 
Hoesen,  a  daughter  born  April,  1710,  to  Hannes  and  Williamje  and  baptized 
by  the  Rev.  Justus  Falkner  of  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church  at  Loonenburg 
(Athens). 

juriie  Jo nsr'.s  fawiti/  is  not  known  to  me  except  the  one  son  Jan 
Jurgen  (or  Juriaanse)  who  married  Jannatje  and  lived  in  Claverack.  Co¬ 
lumbia  county,  and  also  for  a  time  at  Klinkenberg  (Echo  Hill)  in  Loonen¬ 
burg  (Van  Loan’s  Town)  now  Athens.  He  appears  to  be  the  "Hans 
Juriaansen"  who  on  August  4,  1084,  received  a  deed  of  land  at  Claverack 
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from  Gerrit  Visbeeck,  neighbor  to  his  grandfather’s  holdings.  Jan  at 
that  time  could  have  been  but  a  stripling,  just  starting  “on  his  own.”  Jan 
Jurgen’s  children  by  Jannatje  include  (l)  Jannitje  1708/1/2  1,  (2)  Elisa¬ 
beth  1710/1/26,  (3)  Xicolaus  1712/2/11,  (4)  Cornelius  1714/7/-,  pos¬ 
sibly  (5)  Gerrit  Jansse,  and  finally  (6)  Cornelia  1  721/9/27,  though  there 
may  have  been  others  not  appearing  on  the  available  record.  Of  the 
three  sons  we  shall  have  more  to  say  later. 

Jacob  Jansc’s  family  included  at  least  two  sons:  Jan  Jacobse,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Rachel  Hallenbeck  and  was  in  C'oxsackie  by  or  before  1710,  and  Jacob 
Jacobse  1707/9/3,  whose  wife’s  name  was  Catharina.  A  third  son, 
Francis,  is  mentioned  below.  Jan  and  Rachel  were  probably  the  parents 
of  Rachel  van  Hoesen  who  married  1733/6/1  4  Peter  BROXCK  (born  1  707  ), 
and  we  can  account  also  for  the  following  other  children:  Jan  (or  John) 
Casperse'  who  married  Hendrike  Van  Leon,  Jurge  Janse  1714/5/23  mar¬ 
ried  Marytje,  Judith  1716/8/19,  Casper  Janse  1721/2/5  married  Marytje, 
Abraham  1726/4/1,  Isaac  1726/4/1  (twins),  and  Lisabeth  1729/8/16. 
Jacob  and  Catharina  had  at  least  Jacob  1  740/1  2/1  6,  Jan  1742/11/20, 
Antje  1  747/11/20,  and  Marya  1751/2/27.  1  am  unable  at  present  to 

carry  Jacob’s  line  farther,  but  have  considerable  further  data  on 
the  descendants  of  John  Casperse,  Jurge  Janse  and  Casper  Janse.  Rachel 
Bronk’s  line  is  of  course  known,  but  I  have  not  found  the  marriage  of 
any  other  of  the  female  children  thus  far  listed  above,  nor  the  fate  of  the 
twins  Abraham  and  Isaac.  Can  anyone  supply  these  facts? 

The  family  of  Johannes  and  Janike  is  not  fully  known  to  me,  but 
included  C’atherina  1705/11/26,  Jurgen  1706  married  a  Jannetje,  and 
Johannes  (or  Hannes)  Jr.  1712/12/20  married  a  Sara.  Each  of  these 
sons  had  several  children,  of  whom  we  have  lists.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  family  of  Volckert  van  Hoesen,  third  son  of  Jan  Fransze,  if  he  had 
any,  nor  of  the  daughters  of  Jan  and  Volkje. 

To  carry  down  these  Van  Hoesen  lines  to  the  present  generation,  I 
need  to  hear  at  once  from  all  living  members  of  the  family,  giving  the 
names  of  parents  and  grandparents  as  far  back  as  they  can  give  them. 

Our  Historian’s  memoranda  indicate  that  Francis  Van  Hoesen,  son 
of  Judikje  and  Jacob  Janse,  married  1739/3/20  Martha  Van  Deckar  (Van 
de  Carr)  widow  of  Garret  Van  Hoesen,  and  had  a  son  Jacob  F.  (1740/2/13- 
1  820/1  1/13)  who  married  Rachel  (  1  738/12/5  ),  daughter  of  John  Casperse 
(Jan  Casper)  Van  Hoesen.  Their  children  included  Francis  (1772/8/9- 
1847/2/20),  Casper  and  Maria.  This  Casper  appears  to  have  been  the 
Casper  who  was  father  of  Francis  Casper  Van  Hoesen  (  1  796/11/4-1  876/ 
5/3)  of  Green's  Lake.  The  latter  married  Mary  (1798/10/9-1883/12/22), 
daughter  of  William  Vandenburg  of  Coxsackie,  a  veteran  of  the  Revolution. 
Their  children  were  (1)  Casper  R.  Van  Hoesen  181 9/1 1/1 3-1 8S1/2/13,  (2) 
William  Van  Hoesen  1822/1/24-1914/2/26  (aged  92.1.2)  who  married 
Rebecca  daughter  of  John  Mack,  (3)  Jacob  Van  Hoesen  1823/12/17,  (4  ) 
John  Henry  1826/3/10,  (5)  Garrett  1828/9/19-1907/10/29,  whose  first 
wife  was  Samantha  Bell,  (6)  Christina  1831/9/3  who  married  Samuel 
MELIUS.  (7)  Lambert  1834/6/1  1-1858/1/28,  unmarried,  (8)  Isaac  .1.  1  837/ 
10/28  who  married  Joanna  Paulsen,  his  second  cousin,  and  (9)  rhe  sole 
survivor,  Mr.  Richard  Francis  Van  Hoesen  of  Catsklll,  with  whom  we 
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THURLOW  WEED 


started,  and  who  was  born  September  25,  1  843.  His  bride  of  over  fiT  years 
ago  was  Miss  Eliza  J.  Fredenburgh  of  Athens,  daughter  of  Paul  Freden- 
burgh  and  sister  of  Mr.  Henry  Fredenburgh  who  had  the  fish  market  in 
Catskill  that  supplied  the  delicious  sturgeon  of  my  boyhood  memories. — 
C.  June  5,  1930. 


Thtniow  Weed 

was  born  in  Acra,  November  15,  1797,  of  Connecticut  parents  Joel  and 
Mary  (Ells)  Weed.  His  grandfather,  Nathan  Weed,  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  migrating  with  a  large  family  from  Stamford,  Conn.,  after  the  War, 
first  into  Dutchess  and  then  into  Greene  county.  His  mother,  Mary  Ells, 
had  been  born  in  New  Haven.  Farther  than  that,  Thurlow  knew  not  his 
family  lines.  What  he  did  know  was  that  his  father,  coming  from  his  Acra 
farm  to  Catskill  when  the  lad  was  two  years  old,  ran  into  everlasting  hard 
luck  and  spent  his  time  largely  in  the  debtor’s  prison.  This  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  he  was  universally  respected  as  an  honest,  industrious  and  sober 
man,  of  kindly  disposition  and  striving  to  do  everything  possible  for  his 
family.  Compelled  to  move  from  house  to  house,  they  lived  at  one  time 
in  the  old  “Stone  Jug"  when  that  was  temporarily  fallen  so  low  as  to  house 
several  poor  families,  tenement  fashion,  and  at  another  in  the  little 
frame  building  that  some  of  us  still  remember  as  encroaching  upon  the 
sidewalk  on  the  corner  of  Hill  and  Bridge  streets  next  below  the  present 
postoffice,  where  Dr.  Fanning*  later  erected  the  present  brick  stores.  He 
mentions,  as  other  dwellings,  apartments  in  “Number  Eight”  and  in 
“Gullen’s  barber  shop,”  but  whether  the  house  we  remember  was  either  of 
these,  I  cannot  say,  and  there  were  still  many  others,  not'  specified. 

[*See  correction  following.] 

Of  this  early  life  we  know  from  two  sources:  a  letter  to  his  daughter 
in  1S45  and  one  in  1865  to  the  CatsVill  “Recorder  and  Democrat,”  reprint¬ 
ed  in  Pinckney’s  Sketches.  In  the  latter  he  writes:  “In  those  days,  hard  as 
it  may  seem  now,  poor  men,  however  honest,  lived  in  dread  of  Imprison¬ 
ment!  My  father  was  one  of  a  class  whom  ill-fortune  tracked  through  life. 
He  worked  hard  [as  a  drayman],  but  never  prospered.  His  horse  was 
always  sick,  or  lame,  or  was  backing  the  cart  off  the  Dock.  The  Debtor's 
Prison,  therefore,  was  ever  staring  us  in  the  face.  But  there  was  this 
blessed  mitigation  of  the  horrors  of  a  Debtor’s  Prison.  There  were  Gaol 
[jail]  Liberties  connected  with  the  prison,  of  which  a  debtor,  with  a 
reputation  for  honesty,  and  a  wealthy  friend  who  would  sign  lx  is  bond  to 
remain  upon  the  ‘Limits,’  might  avail  himself.  The  Limits,  accurately 
defined,  extended  to  business  parts  of  the  Village,  so  that  a  poor  man  stood 
some  chance  of  keeping  the  wolf  from  devouring  his  wife  and  children. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  full  measure  of  the  Law’s  humanity.  On  Sun¬ 
day  the  debtor  was  free.  And  on  these  days  of  jubilee  I  used  to  roam  with 
my  enfranchised  father,  down  to  the  ‘Point,’  over  tp  the  Shad  Fishery,  or 
up  to  Jefferson,  with  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  that  he  was  permitted,  one 
day  in  the  week,  to  walk  God’s  earth,  and  breathe  His  atmosphere,  un¬ 
restrained.  Creditors  were  on  the  watch,  always,  for  truant  debtors,  who 
sometimes  failed  to  return  to  the  Limits  before  twelve  o’clock  on  Sunday 

night.” 
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Weed  says  that  his  parents  were  “very  anxious  that  I  should  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  education.”  Nevertheless  he  got  not  over  a  year  and  a 
half  of  schooling  at  Oatskill,  when  he  was  “not  more  than  five  or  six  years 
old,”  and  he  had  already  begun  to  feel  "the  necessity  of  doing  something 
for  my  own  support.”  Tiny  tad  of  seven — think  of  it!  Something  for  his 
own  support.  So,  “when  about  eight  years  old,”  he  went  to  blow  the 
bellows  for  Air.  Reeves,  the  blacksmith,  at  a  wage  of  “six  cents  per  day,” 
and  had  to  stand  upon  a  box  to  reach  the  handle  of  the  bellows.  Then  he 
became  a  tavern  boy  for  ('apt.  Baker  (a  sloop-master)  in  Jefferson,  whose 
enterprise  fell  into  the  sheriff’s  maw,  and  Thurlow  became  cabin  boy  for 
Capt.  Grant  on  the  sloop  Ranger.  The  lad  of  not  yet  nine  thus  saw  for 
the  first  time  New  York  City,  then  smaller  than  present  Hudson.  “I  re¬ 
member,”  he  writes,  “as  if  it  were  but  yesterday,  after  carrying  the  small 
hair  trunk  of  a  passenger  from  Coenties  Slip  to  Broad  Street,  finding  my¬ 
self  in  possession  of  the  first  shilling  that  I  could  call  my  own.  I  re¬ 
member,  too,  how  joyfully  I  purchased  with  that  shilling  three  two-penny 
cakes  and  three  oranges  for  my  brother  [there  were  two  brothers]  and 
sister,  how  carefully  I  watched  them  on  the  passage  back,  and  how  much 
happiness  they  conferred.” 

As  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal  in  1  830,  Thurlow  Weed 
was  destined  to  become  one  of  the  outstanding  men  of  our  country,  upon 
whom,  and  the  Hon.  John  Bigelow,  hung  the  fate  of  this  nation  in  their 
securing  and  holding  the  precarious  neutrality,  though  never  the  friendship, 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  time  of  our  Civil  War.  The  little  man  who  at 
eight  years  stood  on  a  box  to  pump  the  blacksmith’s  huge  bellows  and 
keep  his  father  out  of  prison. 

Remembering  that  it  was  in  1830,  when  Weed  took  up  the  cudgels  at 
Albany,  that  the  State  Legislature  made  its  first  move  to  free  the  debtors, 
we  quote  one  more  passage. 

“The  present  generation,”  he  writes,  “in  looking  back  to  the  struggle 
of  our  forefathers  for  independence,  will  wonder  why  they  did  not  then 
emancipate  the  country  from  imprisonment  from  debt. 

“And  yet,  up  to  the  year  183  2,  hard-working  men,  with  families  de¬ 
pendent  upon  their  labor,  when  by  reverses  of  fortune  [or,  as  he  elsewhere 
points  out,  by  failure  of  others  to  give  them  their  earned  wages]  they 
were  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  were  thrown  in  company  with  felons  into 
prison.  I  remember,  with  a  shudder,  a  sad  and  sleepless  night  occasioned 
by  the  incarceration  of  my  own  father,  who  though  a  poor  man  was  known 
to  be  an  honest  one,  and  for  that  reason  was  enabled  to  give  bonds  that 
he  would  remain  on  the  “gaol  liberties’  until  the  debt  (of  something  less 
than  $20 )  was  paid. 

“Creditors  generally  kept  a  vigilant  eye  upon  debtors  who  were  out  on 
bail,  and  not  infrequently  beguiled  them  across  the  line  long  enough  to 
enable  the  sheriff  to  serve  a  process  upon  the  bondsman,  and  thus  would 
secure  payment  of  the  debt.” 

Who  says  human  nature  is  getting  worse? — C.  June  12,  1920. 

[Correction.]  The  name  of  Dr.  Fanning  was  a  slip  for  that  of  Dr.  Eben- 
ezer  R.  Mackey,  as  the  builder  of  the  Philip  Richman  block  on  Bridge  and 
Hill  streets.  The  contractors  were  William  Ruland  and  George  W.  Hold- 
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lidge.  We  hesitate  to  print  the  figure  at  which  they  did  the  job  for  Dr. 
Mackey,  but  those  were  the  days  when  mechanics  received  $3  to  $3.50  a 
day;  laborers  from  $1.50  to  $2;  brick  sold  at  $4.50  to  $5  a  thousand,  and 
the  contractors  did  most  of  the  work  instead  of  sitting  around  and  “boss¬ 
ing.  Across  Bridge  Street,  where  Ebneth's  bakery  is,  lived  the  father 
of  Tom  Bell  the  blacksmith,  whose  smithy  was  on  Water  Street  opposite 
the  foundry,  and  whose  memory  is  green  in  the  minds  of  many  whom  he 
befriended.  He  made  (for  the  late  Charles  Beach)  my  first  geological 
hammer.  Let’s  hear  from  some  who  remember  him. — C.  June  26,  1930. 


Our  friend  and  old  neighbor,  Mr.  Samuel  Holt,  formerly  of  Day  &  Holt, 
and  well-remembered  in  our  village,  sends  me  the  following  most  welcome 
letter  about 

“Tom  Bell” 

Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.,  July  8,  1930. 

My  dear  Mr.  Chadwick: 

This  line  comes  from  a  schoolmate  of  your  maternal  uncle,  the  late 
Marcus  Halcott;  and  is  called  forth  by  your  invitation  to  furnish  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  the  late  Thomas  W.  Bell,  in  whose  Water  street  black¬ 
smith  shop  I  served  a  three-year  apprenticeship.  And  when  you  write  that 
his  memory  is  green  in  the  minds  of  the  many  he  befriended,  it  calls  to 
memory  the  numerous  deeds  of  kindness  Mr.  Bell  did  for  all  and  sundry. 
Your  article  bore  date  of  June  26th,  and  was  read  by  me  but  recently 
upon  returning  from  an  auto  trip  through  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

After  leaving  Catskill  High  School  I  was  like  most  boys  with  a  Re¬ 
gents’  diploma,  possessed  with  a  rather  high  opinion  of  my  future  value 
in  this  good  old  world  of  ours:  and  shortly  after,  learned  that  Mr.  Bell 
needed  a  young  man  to  keep  his  books  and  make  himself  generally  useful. 
Now  that  position  was  hardly  to  be  considered  a  white  collar  job,  but  I 
was  looking  for  work,  and  felt  quite  elated  when  I  obtained  it.  The  book¬ 
keeping  work  occupied  but  an  hour  or  two  each  day,  and  consisted  in 
charging  for  work  performed,  making  out  and  collecting  bills,  etc.,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  time  occupied  by  pulling  off  horse  shoes,  blowing  the 
forge  bellows,  and.  generally  speaking,  doing  what  I  was  told  to  by  the 
several  journeymen  employed  by  Mr.  Bell,  whether  I  liked  the  jobs  or  not. 

At  that  time  the  Bell  shop  did  quite  an  extensive  business  specializing 
in  heavy  forging  work  for  the  Catskill  Foundry  across  Water  street,  keep¬ 
ing  the  motive  power  in  running  condition  for  the  old  Catsk'ill  and  New 
York  Steamboat  company,  then  run  by  Black  &  Donahue;  and  it  also  had 
a  wagon  making  department  which  turned  out  very  many  of  the  six  seated 
boarding-house  wagons  then  used  to  transport  summer  guests  from  Cats¬ 
kill  Point  to  the  various  towns  back  in  the  county.  Mr.  Bell  also  had  in 
his  charge  the  maintenance  of  the  numerous  Catskill  Mountain  House  and 
Laurel  House  (Schutt’s)  stages — which  were  of  the  older  type,  hung  on 
leather,  instead  of  steel  springs,  and  frequently  drawn  by  four  horses. 
During  my  days  in  the  shop,  Mr.  Bell  employed  John  Clark  and  Thomas 
Tynan  as  horseshoers,  Alfred  N.  Hinman  and  James  Grady  as  wagon 
ironers,  together  with  other  men  who  worked  in  where  most  needed.  The 
four  whose  names  t  mention  are  all  gone,  Mr.  Grady,  a  brilliant  young  man, 
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being  killed  by  a  boiler  explosion  in  the  Steam  Woolen  company’s  mill, 
now  the  W  ilev  branch  of  Union  Knitting  company;  Mr.  Hinman,  whose 
wonderful  bass  voice  was  heard  in  our  church  choirs,  and  who  later  be¬ 
came  for  many  years  the  Village  Clerk,  and  during  his  latter  years  was 
associated  with  the  Kortz  undertaking  firm;  and  Mr.  Clark,  who  for  many 
years  ran  his  own  business  in  a  brick  shop  on  Hill  street,  at  the  rear  of 
the  present  Daily  Mail  building. 

Mr.  Bell,  during  both  his  younger  and  middle  aged  years,  was  a  great 
dancer;  so  much  so,  that  no  party  or  public  dance  was  considered  complete 
without  his  presence.  And  best  of  all  epitaphs  that  can  be  written  of  any 
man,  he  was  forever  doing  good  to  those  in  distress  or  poor  circumstances. 
Many  are  the  loads  of  food  and  groceries  he  had  me  take  to  sick  persons, 
not  only  in  the  village  but  throughout  the  county  to  persons  in  need;  fre¬ 
quently  hiring  rigs  from  Babcock's  stables — now  Van  Deusen  garage  and 
service  station — for  me  to  drive  with  one  of  our  village  ministers  to  com¬ 
fort  those  who  were  in  a  dying  condition. 

I  have  frequently  thought  of  the  vast  amount  of  quietly  done  good 
Tom  Bell  did,  and  though  like  all  humans  he  had  his  faults,  yet  my  im¬ 
pression  is  that  when  he  passed  away  at  his  daughter's  home  near  Chicago, 
his  would  be  a  grand  welcome  in  a  better  land,  as  one  who  had  visited 
the  sick  and  given  to  those  who  needed  assistance. 

I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

C.  July  2i,  1930.  SamT  E.  Holt. 


The  Meyer  or  Myer  Family 

is  another  of  which  information  is  desired.  One  branch  sprang  from  Chris¬ 
tian  MEYER,  a  Palatine  who  settled  just  west  of  Saugerties,  at  “Church- 
land,”  where  his  fine  old  stone  house  stands  in  good  condition  on  the 
Palenville  concrete  road.  We  have  the  earlier  generations  of  this  family, 
and  we  know  a  few  of  its  modern  representatives;  but  we  need  to  hear  from 
all  the  others,  with  what  they  can  give  us  of  their  parentage,  so  that  we 
can  link  them  in.  Much  of  the  history  lies  at  Kaatsbaan  and  elsewhere 
over  the  county  line,  as  does  that  of  the  inter-related  Wynkoop  family.  But 
they  had  large  holdings  extending  north  towards  Kiskatom.  The  stone 
house  of  Jonathan  Myer  just  south  of  the  Kaaters  Kill  from  Britt's  Corners 
was  burned  some  time  ago.*  This  is  likely  the  Jonathan  Myers  aged  be¬ 
tween  30  and  40  who  is  listed  in  the  1830  census  of  Catskill  with  5  in 
family  as  living  between  Mary  Myers  on  one  side  and  Stephen  Root  on  the 
other;  we  suspect  that  Mary,  being  past  60.  was  his  mother,  and  that 
Hezekiah  Myers  next  beyond  Mr.  Root  was  his  brother.  Can  someone 
tell  us? 

In  1 S 3 0  Tobias  Myer  was  advertising  for  sale  the  water  power  and 
a  grist  mill  and  saw  mill  at  "Myer's  Falls”  seven  miles  southwest  of 
Catskill.  on  the  Kaaters  Kill.  Which  falls  are  these?  Are  they  High 
Falls,  or  the  dam  at  the  mill  (in  Ulster  county)  on  the  road  from  there  to 
Asbury ?*  Ruins  of  old  mills  are  plainly  to  be  seen  below  High  Falls. 

[*See  correction  following.] 

This  Tobias  Myer  is  buried  in  the  Bloom  cemetery  on  the  Palenville 
road,  below  Kiskatom,  with  his  wife  Hannah  Post  (daughter  of  Isaac  Post 
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and  Catrina  Snyder).  Their  children  were  two  daughters:  Emeline  1 S 1 3 / 
S/29-1  900/8/4  married  1842/10/15  Isaac  (son  of  Frederick  and  Maria 
Dederick)  SAXE  1 S 1  6/10/29-1  SS9/1 1/1  7 ;  and  Christina  1816/1  0/14-1905/ 
3/1  married  1844/1  1/7  Barzillai  (son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Snyder) 
RANSOM  1  813/9/1  7-1SS4/6/4.  Are  there  any  descendants  of  Tobias  Myer 
living? 

He  was  a  great-grandson  of  Christian  Meyer  1688-1781  and  his  wife 
Ann  Geertruy  Theunyes  through  their  son  John  Wilhelm  1  714-1794  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  (daughter  Ariaan  and  Altjen  Bogaard )  Newkirk,  and  the  latter 
couple’s  son  Rev.  Johannes  Myer  “jr.,”  familiarly  known  as  “Oom  Hans” 
[Uncle  John],  1746-1829  married  Seletje  [Celia]  (daughter  Col.  Johannisof 
the  Revolution  and  Rachel  Swart)  Snyder.  Tobias  was  the  son  of  Oom 
Hans  and  Seletje. 

Buried  at  Kiskatom  somewhere,  also,  are  .an  aunt  and  cousin  of  Tobias. 
Can  someone  direct  us  to  their  graves?  These  are  Hendricus  Myer  (baptized 
at  Saugerties  1796/1/6  )  and  his  mother  Annatje  (daughter  Gerrit  and 
Geertje  Schermerhorn)  Heermans,  widow  of  Benjamin  Myer  17  55/11/11- 
1800/5/1  9,  a  brother  of  the  Rev.  Johannes,  who  may  have  afterward  mar¬ 
ried  Gerrit(?)  MYNDERSE.  Information  about  these  is  desired.  An¬ 
natje  was  born  1764/5/8  and  long  survived  her  husband  Benjamin,  whose 
children  by  her  were  (1)  Garritje,  died  young,  (2)  Cornelia  1791,  (3) 
Garritje  1793  (baptized  at  Saugerties  7/28),  (4)  Hendricus,  as  above, 
and  (5)  William  B.  1798  (baptized  Saugerties  6/10).  There  must  be  de¬ 
scendants  living  of  these.  Hendricus  is  probably  the  Henry  B.  Myers  with 
6  in  family,  of  the  1830  census,  which  also  lists  a  William  Myers  with  3, 
both  being  under  4  0  years. 

Other  Myers  in  183  0  census,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  are 
Andrew  P.  (two  males  over  70),  Adam,  Susanna  and  Frederick  (who  had 
a  bakery),  in  Catskill;  William  in  Coxsackie;  Abram  in  Hunter;  Herman 
and  Jacob  in  Windham. 

The  Myer  family  furnishes  an  interesting  series  of  intermarriages. 
Living  in  a  restricted  community,  they  could  scarce  avoid  this.  Petrus  B. 
(son  of  Benjamin  and  grandson  of  Christian)  married  his  own  cousin  Jan- 
netje  (daughter  of  Petrus,  Benjamin’s  brother),  and  their  daughter  Helen 
married  Charles  SNYDER,  and  afterwards  Charles  DEDERICK.  It  will 
be  recalled  that  the  mother  of  Tobias  and  the  mother  of  Tobias’s  wife  were 
also  Snyders;  I  cannot  at  the  moment  give  the  exact  degree  of  relationship. 
More  complicated  is  the  history  of  Gerrit  Mynderse  Myer  and  his  wife  Mary. 
Gerrit’s  parents  were  own  cousins — Benjamin  C.  (son  of  Christian,  and 
grandson  of  John  Wilhelm)  and  Rachel  (daughter  of  Rev.  Johannes.  Chris¬ 
tian’s  brother).  The  parents  of  Mary  his  wife  were  Henry  I.  (son  of  Rev. 
Johannes)  and  Sarah  Wells  (daughter  of  Catharina  and  granddaughter  of 
Christian).  Thus  both  he  and  his  wife  were  descended  from  the  two 
brothers.  Christian  and  Rev.  Johannes.  His  wife’s  father  was  his  maternal 
uncle;  his  wife’s  mother  was  his  second  cousin  of  the  same  generation. 
They  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  grew  up  and  at  least  three  were  mar¬ 
ried.  Word  from  any  descendants  would  be  welcome. 

The  parents  of  Gerrit  Mynderse  Myer  were  nephew  and  niece  (by 
marriage)  of  Annatje  wife  of  Benjamin,  and  I  think  he  was  named  for 
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Annatje’s  second  husband,  supposed  to  have  been  a  Mvnderse,  but  await 
correction. 

In  old  Prattsville  cemetery  we  found  buried  “Catlirine  Myres  who  died 
Dec.  15th,  1810,  in  the  62  year  of  her  age.”  Now  who  was  she? 

Two  other  unplaced  members  of  the  family  are  the  Maria  Meyer  mar¬ 
ried  Philip  FENTON,  whose  son  John  P.  married  1833/12/20  Ann  Eliza 
Burhans,  and  the  Jacob  P.  Myer  married  1S27  Ann  Maria  Dederick.  The 
latter’s  children  were  <  1  )  Rachel  Catharine  married  John  A.  VAN  ETTEN, 
(2)  William  E.  married  Sarah  Jane  Plank,  (3)  John  H.,  and  (1)  Andrew  D. 
married  Margaret  Rightmyer. 

Quite  .Another  Line  from  that  of  Christian  seems  to  be  represented  by 
the  Annatje  MEYER  who  married  (Kingston  1711/6/1)  Gerrit  Van 
Bergen,  and  the  Catrina  Meyer,  perhaps  Annatje's  sister,  who  married 
(Albany  1715/6/7)  Gerrit’s  brother.  Marten  Van  Bergen.  Then  we  have 
the  Jeremiah  DE  MEYER  or  Demeyer  married  Annatje  Moor,  whose  daugh¬ 
ter  Elsie  married  1S04  William  Herman  Dederick,  while  a  Catharine 
(perhaps  Elsie’s  sister)  married  1S01  Wilhelmus  Schuneman  as  his  second 
wife. 

Benjamin  Demyer,  between  20  and  3  0,  with  three  in  family,  lived  in 
Leeds  in  1830,  next  to  John  Osterhout  and  Richard  P.  Elmendorf.  He  was 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Demyer,  Demurest  &  Co.,  which  dissolved  in 
the  spring  of  that  year,  but  their  business  is  not  stated.  Who  knows 
about  him? 

Still  another  form  of  this  name  may  perhaps  be  represented  by  the 
spelling  Mairs,  while  Moyer  seems  to  be  another  extreme.  The  wife  of 
General  William  SALISBURY  of  Catskill  village  was  born  Jane  Mairs,  but 
I  do  not  know  her  descent.  Out  at  Kiskatom,  I  am  told,  on  the  Jonathan 
Myer  place  before  mentioned,  lived  ‘‘Hannie  Moyer”  as  the  name  was 
pronounced,  and  I  judge  that  this  was  Johannes  Meyer  (in  English  form 
John  Myers). —  C.  June  19,  1930. 

[Corrections]  It  was  not  Jonathan  Myer's  stone  house  that  burned — 
that  house  was  demolished  by  the  hand  of  man —  but  the  later  frame 
building  of  John  C.  Rider  that  had  replaced  it.  The  Tobias  Myer  mills,  and 
his  old  stone  house  yet  standing,  are  not  where  I  guessed,  but  nearly  two 
miles  above  High  Falls,  toward  Kiskatom — a  lovely  spot  with  the  road 
crossing  a  bridge  just  below  the  dam  and  passing  close  between  house  and 
mill.  The  old  overshot  water-wheel  has  been  replaced  by  a  turbine,  but 
in  many  ways  the  place  is  unchanged  since  1830.  There  are  two  or  three 
other  old  stone  houses  in  that  vicinity,  on  the  Myer-Wynkoop  tract,  that  are 
now  falling  to  ruin.  Who  can  give  us  their  history?  Has  anyone  good 
photographs  for  us  of  these  houses  in  their  prime? — C.  June  26.  1930. 


We  Begin  Next  Week 

printing  a  genealogy  of  the  FIERO  family,  prepared  by  Mr.  Peter  Fiero 
after  he  was  past  eighty  and  presented  by  him  in  manuscript  to  Mrs. 
Emory  A.  Chase,  a  Fiero  descendant,  with  a  few  other  copies  to  other  rela¬ 
tives.  Mr.  Fiero’s  work,  at  such  an  advanced  age,  is  another  proof  of  the 
salubrity  of  Catskill  Mountain  air.  It  is  prefaced  by  an  account  of  the 
Palatine  settlements,  especially  at  West  Camp,  that  of  itself  is  an  historic 
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_  REV.  JOHN  MASON  PECK 

document  of  first  importance.  There  are  mighty  few  of  the  older  peopje 
of  Greene  and  Ulster  counties  that  do  not  have  some  blood  of  the  Palatines 
in  them.  A  list  of  the  family  names  of  these  heroic  settlers  would  waken 
many  memories  and  we  hope  some  day  to  find  time  to  prepare  and  publish  it. 

But  in  carrying  out  this  undertaking,  Mr.  Fiero  has  not  tried  to  cover 
certain  branches  that  early  diverged  from  his  own  line,  namely  that  of 
Peter  and  Mercy  Fiero.  As  these  other  lines  have  also  had  a  prominent 
part  in  the  life  of  our  county,.  I  would  like  to  receive  as  promptly  as  pos¬ 
sible  whatever  information  anyone  can  now  give  me  about  them,  so  that 
they  may  be  included  in  the  published  account. 

We  ask,  therefore,  that  every  Fiero  or  Fiero  descendant  send  word  to 
us  very  soon.  The  information  needed  is  the  name  of  yourself,  your  husband 
or  wife,  your  children,  your  parents,  uncles  and  aunts,  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  your  grandparents  on  back  as  far  as  you  can  give  them.  Whatever 
dates  you  can  give,  especially  for  the  deceased  members  of  the  family,  will 
be  helpful.  Birth  dates  of  the  ladies,  while  living,  are  not  asked  and  are 
never  divulged — without  permission.  So  have  no  qualms. — C.  -lulu  3,  1930. 

[Editor's  note.  The  “Fiero  family”  ran  for  ten  weeks  in  the  “Old 
Times  Corner,”  but  because  of  the  fact  that  members  of  the  family  desire 
to  reprint  this  genealogy  for  themselves  in  more  complete  form  it  is  deemed 
best  to  omit  it  here.  Additional  data  will,  however,  always  be  welcome.] 


John  Mason  Peck. 

There  was  recently  found  upon  my  desk  a  hook  entitled  “John  Mason 
Peck  and  One  Hundred  Years  of  Home  Missions,  1817-1917,”  by  Austen 
Kennedy  DeBlois,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  and  Lemuel  Call  Barnes,  D.  D.,  with  the 
compliments  of  the  American  Baptist  Home  Missionary  society,  per  C. 
Hayne,  of  New  York  city. 

John  Mason  Peck  once  lived  at  Big  Hollow,  in  the  town  of  Windham, 
and  Mr.  Hayne  was  in  Catskill  seeking  further  information  about  his  life 
and  endeavoring  to  confirm  statements  already  written. 

As  a  Greene  county  man,  for  a  time  at  least,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
older  residents  to  give  some  of  the  facts  concerning  him  and  his  life  as 
a  missionary.  Most  of  the  material  in  the  book  was  taken  from  one  written 
by  Dr.  Rufus  Babcock  more  than  50  years  ago. 

John  M.  Peck  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  in  1  789  and  was 
the  only  child  of  Asa  Peck,  a  descendant  of  Paul  Peck,  who  with  his  wife, 
Martha,  came  to  America  in  1  03  4.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he, was  a  school 
teacher,  with  a  little  education,  but  much  common  sense,  and  of  a  de¬ 
termined  character.  Becoming  converted  in  1  807,  he  directed  all  his  efforts 
to  becoming  a  lay  helper  in  the  church,  at  the  same  time  following  the 
professions  of  teacher  and  farmer. 

In  1  809,  Mr.  Peck  married  Sally  Paine,  who  was  born  in  Greene 
county  in  1789,  but  had  been  living  with  her  grandparents  in  Litchfield. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  but  when  their 
first  child  was  born  they  began  to  think  seriouslv  on  the  subject  of  in¬ 
fant  baptism  and  finally  decided  for  the  Baptist  faith. 

In  1S11  they  came  to  Greene  county  and  settled  at  Big  Hollow  (now 
Maplecrest).  Only  eight  families  were  living  there  at  the  time,  within 
a  radius  of  three  miles,  and  no  Baptist  church  nearer  than  New  Durham. 
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They  followed  the  winding  path  over  the  mountain  to  that  village  and  in 
September,  1811,  were  received  into  church  fellowship,  Baptist  services 
being  held  only  once  a  month  in  a  school  house  on  the  Batavia  turnpike, 
seven  miles  from  Mr.  Peck’s  new  home.  There  would  seem  to  be  some 
mistake  about  this  statement,  as  the  present  Durham  village  was  first 
known  as  New  Durham  and  was  not  on  the  Batavia  but  on  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  turnpike. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  church  he  was  given  permission  “to  im¬ 
prove  his  gift"  within  the  limit  of  the  local  church  until  the  members 
should  be  convinced  of  his  call  to  the  ministry  and  his  qualifications  for 
pastoral  service.  At  their  request  he  preached  the  following  day,  October 
13,  his  first  sermon,  from  the  text,  “And  He  said  unto  them.  Go  yc  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.”  Thus  he  began  his 
public  ministry,  which  lasted  forty-six  years. 

He  soon  received  a  license  to  preach  and  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate 
at  Catskill.  He  removed  to  that  place  and  during  the  week  taught  school 
to  piece  out  his  uncertain  salary,  which  considered  of  the  offerings  at  regular 
services.  It  is  said  he  preached  three  times  during  each  week  and  the 
sum  of  the  offerings  averaged  one  dollar.  At  the  close  of  his  first  year’s 
work  he  had  received  $61.95,  which  included  $18.92  in  gifts  and  special 
contributions. 

Before  beginning  his  ministry  in  Catskill  in  1 S 1  2  he  walked  to  Litch¬ 
field,  Conn.,  a  distance  of  1S2  miles,  in  a  little  more  than  two  weeks, 
preaching  fifteen  times  on  the  way.  On  June  19,  1812,  he  was  ordained 
and  six  months  after  accepted  a  call  to  Amenia,  but  his  stay  in  Catskill  was 
always  remembered  with  satisfaction. 

Born  to  be  a  missionary  and  alive  to  world-wide  service,  he  caught 
the  spirit  of  missions  of  Luther  Rice,  a  kindred  soul  who  had  returned  from 
service  in  India  in  1 S 1 3  and  this  resulted  in  the  departure  of  Mr.  Peck,  his 
wife  and  three  children  in  1817  to  what  was  then  known  as  the  “Far 
West.”  It  took  them  129  days  to  take  the  trip  from  Litchfield  to  Shawnee- 
town,  Illinois,  where  he  began  his  life-long  labors.  From  this  place  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  then  up  the  river  to  St.  Louis  took  twenty-two  days, 
and  he  arrived  there  on  the  first  day  of  December,  in  a  serious  physical 
condition,  and  was  ill  for  two  months,  living  with  his  family  for  nine 
months  in  one  room. 

At  last  he  was  recovered  sufficiently  to  begin  his  work  and  in  a  small 
room  in  the  rear  of  a  store  was  begun  a  school  and  a  preaching  station, 
the  real  beginning  of  definite  Baptist  enterprise  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Here 
pioneer  work  was  carried  on  for  years,  and  he  spent  himself  unstintingly, 
establishing  as  the  years  passed  a  seminary  and  a  religious  newspaper, 
and  the  history  of  Baptist  journalism  in  the  West  began.  He  died  in  1  858, 
when  settlements  had  grown  into  towns  and  cities,  had  seen  many  changes, 
and  himself  been  a  maker  and  moulder  of  better  things  in  the  New  West, 
“pioneer  explorer  and  planter  of  churches,  leader  of. leaders,  inspirer  of 
men.” — V.  Nov.  S,  1930. 


The  Rundle  Family. 

Reuben  Rundle  was  born  at  Greenwich,  Conn.  (Fairfield  county), 
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March  10,  1  757.  In  1776  he  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  was 
attached  to  Col.  Thomas's  regiment.  New  York  State  Militia,  and  did  some 
service  at  Kings  Bridge  and  other  places.  He  served  in  various  capacities 
as  a  soldier,  at  some  time  acting  as  lieutenant,  until  in  the  spring  of  1781 
he  received  his  discharge.  He  married  Sarah  Holly,  of  Stamford,  Conn., 
Dec.  25,  1781,  and  soon  after  started  in  the  business  of  tanning,  currying 
and  shoemaking  in  his  native  place. 

Meeting  with  reverses,  Mr.  Rundle  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
west  and  landed  at  C'atskill  on  the  Sth  or  9th  of  April,  1786.  His  family 
at  this  time  consisted  of  wife  and  two  sons,  Josiah  and  Reuben.  Leaving 
them  at  Wessel  Salisbury’s,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Plains,  he  came  on  to 
Greenville  and  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Frank  Deane. 
There  he  moved  his  family  on  the  first  day  of  May,  17S6.  His  reverses  had 
left,  him  poor,  and  for  the  first  few  years  he  was  compelled  to  devote  part 
of  his  time  to  his  trade,  that  of  shoemaking,  to  keep  his  family  from 
starvation.  The  leather  was  purchased  in  Catskill,  brought  home  on  his 
back,  made  into  boots  and  shoes  and  exchanged  for  grain,  which  in  turn 
had  to  be  carried  ten  miles  to  the  nearest  mill,  then  without  a  bolt. 

With  the  wilderness  around  him  and  no  team,  he  was  obliged  to  roll 
and  heap  the  logs  on  his  first  clearing  by  hand,  but  be  was  a  man  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  endurance  and  well  calculated  to  surmount  the  difficulties  that 
surrounded  him.  His  sympathizing  wife  should  not  be  forgotten  in  the 
part  she  bore  during  these  trying  times,  for  in  addition  to  household  duties 
she  was  daily  to  be  found  in  the  fallow,  heaping  and  burning  brush. 

In  after  years  when  Rundle’s  efforts  had  been  crowned  with  success 
and  he  was  in  the  possession  of  a  well  earned  competency,  he  frequently 
alluded  to  his  early  hardships  and  trials,  which,  to  us  of  the  present  day, 
would  seem  almost  insurmountable. 

His  occupancy  was  on  the  Ten  Eyck  portion  of  the  Coeymans  Patent, 
and  although  limited  at  first  was  afterward  extended  by  additional  pur¬ 
chases.  In  1S37  he  made  a  division  of  all  liis  personal  property  and  real 
estate  among  his  children,  continuing  to  reside  upon  the  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  25,  1849. 

He  was  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  at  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  one  erected  near  him  in  1825,  toward  which  he  and  his 
family  contributed  so  largely,  he  was  chosen  senior  warden  and  served 
as  such  until  his  death.  In  his  will  he  bequeathed  to  the  wardens  and 
vestry  for  the  church  the  interest  of  $500  in  perpetuity. 

Reuben  Rundle  left  three  sons,  who  settled  in  Greenville:  Josiah, 
Reuben  and  Hardy.  Josiah  commenced*  business  for  himself  near  West 
Greenville,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  William  Smith,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death.  Two  daughters  lived  in  Greenville.  Reuben  kept 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  lived  until  about  1850.  He  was  killed  while 
crossing  the  river  from  Athens  to  Hudson  by  a  stone  from  a  blast  on  the 
Hudson  River  Railroad.  He  left  no  children. 

Hardy  commenced  on  the  farm  afterward  occupied  in  part  by  his 
daughter,  Julia,  widow  of  James  F.  Burroughs,  where  he  soon  after  opened 
a  hotel  and  store,  as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  cider  brandy.  He  left 
three  children  at  his  death:  Margaret,  Julia  and  George  L. 
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Hardy  Rundle’s  wife  was  Cornelia,  daughter  oi  Peter  Simpson  and 
Margaret  Brice,  who  came  to  Cairo  from  Dutchess  county  in  1812.  Hardy, 
with  his  brother,  Reuben,  furnished  most  of  the  funds  for  building  the  old 
Episcopal  church  in  1S2T,  and  the  bell  was  a  gift  from  Reuben.  (Informa¬ 
tion  given  by  J.  Henry  Deane,  of  Catskill.  For  further  information  on 
genealogy  of  the  family  see  Historical  Society). — V.  Nov.  1.1,  19.) u. 

Edward  Reynolds. 

Greene  County  Historical  society  records  with  deep  sorrow  the  death 
of  Edward  Reynolds  on  November  9,  1  929,  at  his  home  No.  47  Poplar  place,. 
New  Rochelle,  New  York. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  charter  member  of  our  society  and  one  of  Greene 
county’s  most  distinguished  and  loved  citizens. 

He  was  born  on  West  Main  street  in  Catskill,  on  November  1  1,  1866, 
a  son  of  James  P.  and  Hanna  Reynolds.  He  attended  Catskill  Free  academy, 
and  at  an  early  age  became  a  telegraph  messenger  for  G.  E.  Vincent,  who 
had  charge  of  the  Western  Union  telegraph  office  in  his  drug  store  in 
the  Old  Opera  House  block  at  the  corner  of  Bridge  and  Main  streets.  He 
quickly  mastered  telegraphy  and  became  an  operator,  and  in  1890  he  went 
to  New  York,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Postal  Telegraph-Cable 
company.  He  merited  and  received  quick  advancement  until  within  ten 
years  he  was  made  general  auditor  for  the  entire  Postal  system.  In  1902 
he  was  again  advanced  to  the  position  of  vice-president  and  assistant  to 
the  president,  and  in  1913  he  was  made  general  manager,  which  position 
he  held  until  this  year,  when  his  health  began  to  fail  him. 

He  was  loved  by  the  employees  of  the  corporation  he  directed  for  his 
forty  years  of  effort  to  improve  their  condition,  and  loved  by  the  people 
of  Greene  county  for  maintaining  old  friendships  and  his  affectionate  in¬ 
terest  in  the  affairs  of  his  native  county  after  such  success  and  Honor  came 
to  him. 

The  funeral  took  place  November  11,  1  929,  on  the  sixty-third  anni¬ 
versary  of  his  birth,  from  his  residence,  and  was  conducted  by  his  pastor, 
the  Rev.  George  Reynolds,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  New  Rochelle. 
Interment  was  in  Mount  Kensico  cemetery.  White  Plains. 

He  is  survived  ,  by  his  wife.  Elizabeth  Thompson,  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Helen  Steen,  two  grandchildren,  three  nephews,  Arthur  Penfield.  Edward 
Reynolds  and  Frank  Hester  of  Catskill,  and  by  one  niece,  Mrs.  Mary  Tynan, 
also  of  Catskill. 

[Written  by]  Lester  Robert  Smith. — V.  Dec.  11,  19.10. 


A  Drummer  Boy 

of  the  Revolution  holds  our  attention  today.  Born  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
Dec.  1  4,  1  766,  he  was  not  yet  ten  years  old  when  our  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence  was  signed.  He  was  the  first  child,  his  father  being  only  a 
little  over  twenty  at  the  son's  birth.  With  the  Lexington  Alarm  of  1775, 
away  went  his  father  to  the  War.  serving  first  around  Boston  and  in  Canada, 
becoming  a  Corporal,  and  later  In  the  Fourth  Connecticut  regiment-  at 
Yorktown.  Meantime  his  son,  fired  with  patriotism,  fidgeted  at  home  and 
finally  slipped  away  to  the  Hudson  River  at  the  Highlands,  where  his 


■ 


■ 

" 

- 

. 


CHARLES  VORSE 


father’s  regiment  was  then  guarding  the  British  troops  in  New  York  City, 
and  enlisted  as  a  drummer,  though  scarcely  past  fifteen.  Together  they 
were  honorably  discharged  by  General  Washington  in  June,  17  83,  opposite 
West  Point,  when  the  American  army  was  disbanded,  but  both  lost  their 
discharge  papers  soon  afterward  in  the  burning  of  the  father’s  house.  For 
their  services,  each  later  (1818)  received  an  annual  pension  of  $96,  but 
the  father,  Corporal  Jesse  VORSE,  died  before  his  first  payment  came. 

Charles  Vorse,  the  son,  was  by  this  time  living  in  Lexington,  in  our 
mountains,  one  of  the  band  of  patriot  pioneers  who  helped  to  change  the 
name  of  that  town  from  “New  Goshen’’  to  the  present  Lexington  of  more 
stirring  import.  Soon  after  the  war,  he  had  married  in  Connecticut,  but 
the  maiden  name  and  residence  of  his  wife  Lucretia  have  not  yet  been 
learned.  Her  gravestone  in  the  Windham  cemetery,  where  she  rests  beside 
her  husband,  says  only  “Lucretia  wife  of  Charles  Vorse.”  Can  any  one  find 
for  us  her  family  name  in  any  old  records?  Her  eldest  son  was  named 
Standish  F. ;  it  might  help  if  we  could  know  what  that  F.  stood  for.  And 
why  Standish,  if  not  from  a  Mayflower  family? 

In  Wallingford  they  lived  for  several  years,  and  there  was  born  to 
them  their  first  child,  Julia,  probably  also  the  son  Standish  and  the  second 
daughter,  Fayette  (1793/4/3  ).  Then  came  the  upheavals  over  the  heavy 
tax  burdens  from  the  war,  the  uprisings  of  “Shay’s  rebellion”  and  others, 
the  general  urge  to  new,  less  competitive  territory.  A  month  ago  we  told 
of  the  coming  to  Rennselaerville  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fuller,  in  1  7  93.  To 
Rensselaerville  about  this  time  came  also  Charles  Vorse  and  his  family; 
and  there  they  lived  until  the  daughter  Julia  married.  She  rests  in  the 
Presbyterian  cemetery  in  Rensselaerville  with  her  husband  Samuel  RFSS 
and  part  of  her  family. 

Ruth,  the  third  daughter,  was  born  (1795/4/19)  according  to  the 
tradition  of  her  descendants  (and  also  wooed  and  married,  they  say)  in 
Litchfield.  Conn.;  but  whether  the  family  lived  there  before  coming  to 
New  York  state,  or  whether  the  mother  was  temporarily  with  her  parents, 
is  not  known.  At  least,  here  is  possible  clue  to  Lueretia’s  parentage.  In 
Rensselaerville,  surely,  was  born  Esther,  but  the  family  of  the  next  child, 
Isaac,  also  claim  Litchfield  as  his  birthplace.  Then  come  Philo,  Rebecca, 
Diadema  and  lastly  John,  all  before  1S10,  when  the  Rensselaerville  census 
shows  all  present  under  the  family  roof  except  Standish,  now  19,  who  had 
probably  gone  to  work.  Quite  likely  his  employer  was  Justus  Blanchard, 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Saugerties,  Catskill  and  Cairo,  for  soon  thereafter 
(1816?)  he  married  Blanchard’s  daughter  Hanse,  direct  descendant  of 
John  of  Gaunt  and  the  English  royal  line,  (see  this  Corner,  page  69,  above) 
and  moved  on  westward  into  Ohio.  Their  posterity  is  now  scattered  clear  to 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

About  1814,  Fayette,  the  third  child,  married  John  RICE  of  Windham, 
still  remembered  affectionately  by  some  of  our  residents,  but  she  died  in 
1  846  and  it  is  Rice’s  second  wife  Volusia,  daughter  of  Judge  Munson  Buel 
and  widow  of  Judge  Henry  Goslee,  whom  people  now  living  remember.  Of 
Fayette’s  five  children,  two  appear  to  have  died  young,  while  Rut'us  the 
eldest  pushed  westward  and  had  at  least  one  son,  William  Rice,  sometime 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  we  should  like  to  get  track  of  his  family.  Addison 
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Standish  Rice  (1820/7/24  )  married  Polly  Chamberlain  and  had  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  some  of  whom  and  their  families  still  reside  in  Jewett  and  Hunter. 
From  all  of  these  we  wish  to  hear,  as  we  have  an  account  of  the  Rice 
family  yet  to  publish.  Fayette’s  daughter  Lucretia  married  Charles  F. 
WRIGIIT  of  Buffalo,  relict  of  he;-  aunt  Rebecca,  and  lived  to  a  hale  old  age 
with  relatives  in  South  Egremont,  Mass. 

Ruth,  on  April  10,  1815,  married  young  Eber  CORNISH,  jr.,  of  West- 
kill;  their  descendants  are  largely  in  New  York  City  and  Chicago,  and 
vicinity.  She  spent  her  widowed  later  years  in  Catskill  in  the  house  on 
Prospect  Avenue  afterward  long  the  home  of  Mr.  William  L.  DuBois  [now 
of  Counselor  John  L.  Fray.]. 

About  this  time,  perhaps  because  of  these  marriages,  perhaps  before 
them,  Charles  Vorse  brought  his  family  to  Lexington  and  apparently  took 
up  land  with  the  financial  help  of  Stephen  Day  of  Catskill,  founder  of  the 
Tanners’  Bank.  Isaac  and  Philo  seem  now  to  have  gone  off  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  first  became  the  physician,  Dr.  Isaac  S.  Vorse  of  Lewisburg,  Pa., 
leaving  descendants  of  prominence  in  that  vicinity — among  them  Albert 
White  Vorse,  husband  of  the  authoress  Mary  Heaton.  The  other,  Philo  D. 
Vorse.  was  apparently  an  artist  in  Philadelphia,  but  we  need  more  infor¬ 
mation  from  his  family,  if  he  had  any. 

Esther,  the  fifth  child,  married  Nathan  FRINT  of  Westkill  and  had 
six  children,  but  only  three  seem  to  have  grown  up.  Dimis  (1819/2/21) 
married  Justus  KNOWLES  of  Bushnellville  and  is  buried  with  him  in  the 
cemetery  there;  their  children  were  Francesca  married  Edward  BENNETT 
and  Roseltha  married  Garret  C.OSSO,  but  neither  had  children.  Kathrine 
Frint  married  Levi  M.  BANKER  of  Westkill  and  left  one  son  Valorus,  of 
Broekport,  where  she  is  buried;  from  his  family  we  wish  to  hear.  Sidney 
D.  Frint  married  Julia  F.  Dunham,  daughter  of  Henry  and  granddaughter 
of  Ephraim  Dunham  of  Lexington;  she  died  less  than  a  year  ago  at  the  age 
of  nearly  95  years— an  aunt  of  Mrs.  William  S.  Borthwick  of  Cornwall- 
ville.  They  raised  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  married  and  have 
families.  There  are  also  four  great-grandchildren.  The  complete  list  is 
as  follows: 

Children  of  Sidney  D.  (  1827-1900)  and  Julia  Frances  (Dunham,  1834- 
1929  )  FRINT: 

(1)  Rose  (or  Rosette)  M.  1853,  married  1875  0.  Clark  CRAW’FORD; 
one  son,  Ivan  1  878,  married  Sarah  Kidd,  4  children:  Kenneth  Clark  1904, 
Martha  Louise,  Bernice  and  Jim. 

(2)  Charles  H.  1855,  married  1SS4  Lena  Sutton;  four  daughters, 
Lydia  J.,  Edna.  Madeline  and  Helen. 

(3)  Dewitt  C.  1861,  married  18S5  Ida  C.  Petterson;  one  daughter, 
Olive. 

(4)  George  B.  1SG3,  married  1S88  Etta  Done;  two  daughters,  Bea¬ 
trice  May  and  Gladys  Rose. 

(5)  J.  William  1SG9,  married  18S9  Jennie  Coulter;  one  son,  Harold 
Kenneth  1  907. 

(6)  Frank  M.  187  5,  married  1  895  Hattie  Buddington;  two  children, 
Leon  18  96  and  Hazel. 

[The  family  of  Sidney  Frint  was  added  in  a  later  number.] 
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_ _ _  FINDING  ANCESTORS 

Rebecca,  the  eighth  child  of  Charles  and  Lucretia  Vorse,  married 
Charles  F.  WRIGHT  of  Buffalo,  but  seems  to  have  had  no  children.  She 
died  after  a  long  illness  in  which  her  niece  Lucretia  Rice  helped  to  care  for 
her.  Lucretia  became  Mr.  Wright’s  second  wife.  They  also  had  no  chil¬ 
dren,  but  brought  up  two  orphan  sons  of  the  youngest  brother  John  O. 
Vorse,  namely  John  and  William,  a  family  of  silversmiths  (? )  that  may 
have  descendants  in  Buffalo  or  elsewhere;  may  we  hear  from  these? 

Diadema,  the  youngest  of  Charles  Vorse’s  daughters,  was  likewise  sickly 
and  died  in  Reading,  Pa.,  not  long  after  her  marriage.  Her  daughter 
Lucinda  DANFIELD  lived  for  a  time  with  her  widowed  aunt,  Esther  Frint. 
What  then  became  of  her?  Can  any  one  tell  us? 

In  1828,  Charles  Vorse  bought  some  parcels  of  land  from  Morss  and 
from  Turney,  four  acres  in  all,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Windham  highway 
by.  the  old  tollgate,  where  he  built  him  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Alvah  Tuttle.  This  house  is  thus  over  a  century  old.  He  and  his  wife 
were  active  in  the  “First”  Church  then  within  sight  of  this  house,  and 
are  frequently  mentioned  in  the  church  records,  with  their  daughter 
Diadema.  He  was  one  of  the  six  trustees  who  signed  the  deed  for  transfer 
of  the  old  church  property  in  1  836  when  the  split  occurred  between  the 
Ashland  and  Windham  congregations. 

Lucretia,  wife  of  Charles  Vorse,  died  July  24,  1844,  “aged  75  years,” 
and  he  afterward  (when  nearly  80)  married  Elizabeth  Olcott,  aged  75, widow 
of  Roger  Holcomb  of  Jewett  whose  daughter  Abi  was  Mrs.  Norman  (“Dea¬ 
con”)  Ticknor.  In  January,  1856,  Charles  Vorse  the  veteran,  in  his  90th 
year,  with  his  white  hair  flowing  down  over  his  bent  shoulders,  and 
greatly  beloved  of  all  his  family,  was  run  down  on  the  open  road  by  a 
team  whose  heartless  driver  merely  shouted  to  the  stone-deaf  old  man  to 
“get  out  of  his  way.”  He  died  January  13  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Wind¬ 
ham  beside  his  faithful  wife  Lucretia. 

In  the  records  his  name  stands  as  Vorse,  Vorce,  Vose,  Voorse,  Voorhees 
(these  last  in  Dutch  country)  and  even  Voorliis,  but  his  ancestor  was  Mat¬ 
thew  FORCE  of  Gravesend,  Long  Island,  later  of  lower  Broadway,  New 
York  City,  below  Trinity  Church,  in  1675. 

One  purpose  of  this  long  account,  which  is  but  a  fraction  of  the  in¬ 
formation  now  on  hand,  is  to  show  how  much  may  be  learned  about  their 
ancestors  by  those  who  are  willing  to  seek.  The  descendant  who  worked 
this  out  knew  nothing  at  the  start  but  the  last  name  of  this  man  and  a 
little  about  the  family  of  the  one  daughter  Ruth,  nor  could  Ire  learn  more 
from  those  still  living  than  some  faint  recollections  of  cousins  “in  the 
mountains,”  names  almost  forgotten.  With  that  scant  start  he  has  dis¬ 
covered  delightful  relatives,  and  a  fund  of  information  in  the  records,  the 
dwelling  place  and  even  intimate  personal  affairs  in  the  lives  of  Charles 
and  his  offspring.  You  can  do  likewise  for  your  own  ancestry.  Send  for 
directions  as  to  how  to  proceed. — C.  Mar.  «,  19  V).  (Corrected  Mar.  27.) 


The  Longest  List 

of  ancestors  for  any  one  person  yet  received  by  me  comes  from  Mrs.  Edna 
Beardsley  Fenn  of  Albany,  a  native  of  Catskill,  for  her  daughter  Miss 
Elizabeth  Van  Wie  Fenn,  and  contained  14  0  full  names,  besides  12  given 
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names  of  wives  whose  last  name  was  unknown.  To  this  1  have  been  able 
to  add  12  full  names  and  3  more  half  names.  Three  names  are.  however, 
duplicated  on  different  lines  converging  to  the  same  person,  so  that  all 
told  there  are  lt>4  ancestors  in  the  list.  All  spaces  are  filled  in  the  first 
three  generations  back  (to  great-grandparents),  and  all  but  one  couple 
of  the  sixteen  spaces  in  the  fourth.  Who.  can  tell  us  t lie  parents  and  an¬ 
cestry  of  Naomi  Jane  Shafer  of  Blenheim,  X.  Y.,  who  married  Francis 
Watson  Fenn  of  Prattsville?  Three  Revolutionary  soldiers  appear  among 
the  nineteen  names  of  the  fifth  generation  back.  These  are  John  Wands, 
Peter  Brooks  and  Peter  Van  Wie.  Another,  (’apt.  Thomas  Fenn,  heads 
(he  sixth,  with  Ebenezer  Spring,  William  Ladd  and  Isaac  Peaslee  also 
Revolutionary  patriots  making  a  total  of  seven  claims  to  entry  into  the 
D.  A.  R.  Soldiers  of  earlier  wars  are  equally  numerous,  with  several 
Reverends,  at  least  one  colonial  governor,  and  a  Stephen  Hopkins  that 
probably  means  Mayflower.  But  who  else  can  claim  an  ancestor  who 
was  a  witch,  a  real  “Salem  witch”  put  to  death  as  such  at  Salem  in  1092? 
Those  who  would  know  more,  read  Whittier's  poem  “Mabel  Martin.”  Let 
us  admit  that  other  young  ladies  may  be  likewise  bewitching,  but  in  this 
case  we  know  the  antecedents  and  can  tell  just  where  it  came  from. 

Such  a  list  represents  some  work,  and  shows  what  can  be  done  when 
one  has  access  to  the  large  libraries.  1  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Fenn  also  for 
getting  for  me  the  early  generations  of  the  BOGARDUS  family  down  to 
the  known  lines  in  Greene  County.  Since  the  Dutch  Dominie  Everardus 
Bogardus  married  “Anneke  Jans,”  these  are  also  a  part  of  her  descendants. 
The  Dominie’s  four  children  were  all  sons,  thus  preserving  his  surname  to 
posterity,  whereas  Anneke’s  four  or  five  children  by  her  first  husband, 
Roeloff  Jansen,  were  mostly  daughters,  founders  of  the  VANBRUGH,  KIER- 
STED  and  HARTGERS  families  in  this  country,  and  only  the  son  Jan 
Roelofse  (Rollison)  preserved  the  patronym.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  all 
the  descendants  of  any  of  these  names  in  order  very  soon  to  give  an 
account  of  all  Greene  County  descendants  of  these  families. 

But  who  can  beat  Miss  Fenn’s  list  of  1(14  known  ancestors? 

I  have  some  other  long  and  interesting  ancestral  lists.  Some  of  these 
are  for  people  who  do  not  know  I  have  them,  and  may  be  surprised  to 
learn  what  names  are  in  the  list.  Others  have  been  supplied  me  on  request 
or  sent  in  response  to  the  invitations  in  this  Corner,  A  gentleman  in 
Windham  traces  his  lines  back  to  two  of  the  Mayflower  Pilgrims,  Elder 
William  Brewster  and  Governor  William  Bradford.  Except  the  Peck  fam¬ 
ily,  from  which  no  replies  have  come,  to  date,  I  have  most  interesting  let¬ 
ters  from  members  of  all  the  families  hitherto  asked  for.  Yet  these  are  but 
a  small  part  of  the  people  whose  descent  should  be  placed  on  record  with 
our  Historian.  The  humblest  of  ancestors  may  have  brilliant  offspring, 
surest  sign  of  a  worthy  inheritance  farther  back,  and  no  matter  how  plain 
your  lot  to-day,  your  grandchildren  may  bless  you  (or  otherwise)  accord¬ 
ing  to  whether  you  have  preserved  what  you  knew  of  your  forebears.  I 
am  reminded  of  the  lowly  Nancy  Hanks,  almost  unsung  mother  of  our 
great  Lincoln,  and  how  only  the  other  day  it  was  found  that  she  was 
sprung  from  the  Lees,  proudest  family  of  all  Virginia  with  their  royal 
blood  back  to  ancient  heroes.  1  am  reminded,  too,  of  Thurlow  Weed,  our 
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own  great  man  and  how  both  he  and  us  would  that  his  parents  had  not 
forgotten  their  birthright,  for  poor  though  they  were  there  must  have  been 
fine  heritage  there. — C.  June  12,  1920. 


Soldiers  of  the  Revolution 

from  Greene  County,  or  leaving  descendants  here,  include  at  least  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  list  having  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  On-ti-ora  Chapter  of 
the  D.  A.  R. ;  additions  to  the  list  will  be  welcomed: 

Jonathan  Allerton,  William  Barton,  Nathan  Burroughs,  Nathaniel  T. 
Cooper,  Capt.  Daniel  Cornwall,  Benjamin  Doty,  Joel  DuBois,  John  DuBois, 
John  Fuhr,  Dr.  Amos  Hamlin.  Eleazer  Hedges,  Obadiah  Hill,  Col.  John 
Hough,  Nathaniel  Jacobs,  David  Jewell,  Ebenezer  Jewell,  Lemuel  Jewell, 
Solomon  Johnson,  Seth  Jones,  Jacob  Kipp,  Eliphalet  Lord,  James  McDon¬ 
ald,  Daniel  Meeker,  Eleazur  Miller,  Abraham  Overbagh,  Isaac  Penfield, 
Jacobus  Person,  William  Pinckney,  Rev.  David  Porter,  Capt.  Abram  Post, 
Lieut.  Peter  Post,  Samuel  Potter,  Capt.  Jonathan  Pratt,  Ananias  Rogers, 
Reuben  Rundle,  Lieut.  Parent  S.  Salisbury,  Fred.  Sammons,  Jacob  Small- 
ing,  Justus  Squires,  Eliakim  Stannard,  Perez  Steele,  Capt.  George  Stimson, 
John  Strong,  Selah  Strong,  Capt.  George  Taylor,  Elijah  Towner,  James 
Utter,  Robert  Vandenburg,  Capt.  Andreas  Vanderpoel,  Peter  Van  Orden, 
William  Van  Orden,  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  Charles  Vorse,  Samuel  Webster. — 
C.  Apr.  11,  1930. 


Who  Is  the  Oldest  Person 

in  Greene  County  to-day?  Our  personal  candidate  for  this  honor  right  now 
is  John  Leonard  Driscoll,  of  Catskill,  born  October  11,  1S37,  and  there¬ 
fore  in  his  ninety-third  year  but  spry  as  a  cricket.  Can  you  beat  that? 
Who  challenges  it? 

The  age  record  at  death,  for  cur  county,  appears  to  be  held  by  DAN¬ 
IEL  ANGLE,  a  veteran  of  the  Revolution,  whose  tombstone  on  Beech  Ridge 
in  the  town  of  Lexington  says  he  was  LOT.  Where  are  his  descendants? 
We  would  like  to  hear  from  all  of  them.* 

[  *One  of  them  has  since  written  that  Daniel's  age  at  death  was  prob¬ 
ably  about  86  years.] 

Who  else  passed  the  century  mark?  We  desire  to  make  up  a  list  of 
Greene  county  centenarians.  For  one  thing,  it  is  good  advertising  for  our 
mountain  air.  But  we’ll  not  stop  there.  Give  us  the  names  of  all  the 
“hale  and  hearties”  who  reached  fourscore  years  or  more  and  'passed  be¬ 
yond;  and  all  who  at  this  age  are  going  strong.  The  best  lists  received 
will  have  special  mention  in  this  Corner,  but  all  will  be  gratefuly  acknowl¬ 
edged.  If  you  live  by  a  cemetery,  your  chances  should  be  excellent  for 
making  a  long  and  authoritative  list. — C.  May  13,  1930. 

New  claimants  nominated  by  their  friends  for  the  honor  of  being  the 
oldest  living  person  in  Greene  County  are  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Whitmore,  born 
in  March,  1837,  and  now  residing  in  Coxsackie,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Cantine 
Abeel  of  (West)  Catskill.  born  Miss  Jennie  Foland  of  Columbia  County 
April  9,  1835,  therefore  well  past  95  years.  Can  anyone  excel  that? 

The  youngest  person  for  her  years,  in  our  county,  we  believe  is  Mrs. 
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Frances  S.  Henderson  born  Sept.  22,  1S39,  with  her  senses  unimpaired,  and 
active  in  mind  and  body.  Let’s  hear  from  others. — C.  May  22.  1930. 

A  new  champion  for  the  age  record  of  present  Greene  County  inhabi¬ 
tants  is  Mrs.  Harriet  Ohadderdon  of  Ac-ra  X.  Y.,  born  May  16,  1833,  just 
past  her  97th  birthday,  with  a  son  Henry  Chadderdon  75  years  old.  On 
Sunday  the  11th  Mrs.  Chadderdon  enjoyed  an  automobile  ride.  “Who  is 
next?”  asks  our  informant — whom  we  thank. — C.  May  29,  1930. 

Our  good  friend  and  Secretary  of  our  Society,  Mr.  William  S.  Borth- 
wick,  replying  to  our  call  for  the  names  of  octogenarians,  sends  us  the 
following  list  of  persons  over  80  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Cornwallville. 
There  is  just  one  short  of  SO  names  in  the  list.  All  in  one  small  cemetery — 
think  of  it!  Surely  Durham  town  and  especially  Cornwallville  is  a  health¬ 
ful  place  in  which  to  live.  The  list  is: 

Ninety  or  over:  Rachel  Cornwall  99,  Mary  Ann  Sitzer  Cunningham  94, 
Catherine  Xorthrup  Armstrong  91,  Amanda  Jerome  Smith  91,  Catherine 
Vedder  Wetmore  91,  Phebe  Truesdell  Yale  91,  Henry  Cunningham  90,  Miss 
Jennie  Francis  90,  Philema  Hubbard  Kerr  90.  Elisabeth  Huhbard  Rich¬ 
mond  90,  Mary  Adams  Russ  90;  ten  women  and  but  one  man. 

In  the  eighties  (alphabetical):  Joseph  Adams  (age  not  given),  James 
Armstrong  80,  John  Armstrong  80,  Moses  Austin  80,  Amanda  Baker  84, 
Rev.  John  Battersby  83,  Miss  Edna  Betts  85,  Maria  Bushnell  Borthwick  88, 
Mary  Smith  Borthwick  87,  William  Borthwick  86,  Isaiah  Bowen  80,  Betsy 
Safford  Brown  80,  Ezra  Brown  S7,  Abigail  Stevens  Claver  S9,  Betsy  Pelham 
Claver  86,  Dan  Cornwall  84,  Mary  E.  France  88,  Jacob  Freese  S3,  Maria 
Rickerson  French  82,  Platt  Hill  S5,  Miss  Laura  Hubbard  80,  John  Jerome 
83,  Margaret  Stickles  Jerome  S5,  Charles  Johnson  82,  Harriet  Field  John¬ 
son  81,  Mary  Simmons  Johnson  S2,  William  F.  Johnson  S8,  Alvin  Jones  81, 
Jane  Van  Denburg  Lawrence  84,  Eliza  Mabey  84,  David  Mattice  S2,  Per- 
melia  Merritt  S8,  Sylvester  Monger  85,  Seba  Osborn  So,  Caroline  Strong 
Owen  85,  George  W.  Pratt  85,  Catherine  McCoy  Ransom  85,  Georgianna 
Wagner  Rogers  85,  William  Rogers,  Sr.,  87,  Ellen  Schermerhorn  Russ 
85,  Henry  Russ  80,  Rachel  Walker  Setford  85,  Abram  O.  Smith  82,  Ann 
Jane  Kerr  Smith  S 2 ,  Bela  Smith  2d.  SO,  Diantha  Ingalls  Smith  81,  Eben 
Smith  80,  Helen  Smith  S4,  Jeanie  Capron  Smith  SO,  Minerva  White  Smith 
80,  Platt  Adams  Smith  SS,  Rebecca  Jerome  Smith  S2,  Rhoda  Merwin  Smith 
82,  Richard  Smith  88,  Leah  Ransom  Snyder  87,  Ellsworth  A.  Strong  SI, 
Hannah  Merwin  Tuell  86,  George  I'ttz  S6,  Abram  Van  Denburg  84,  J.  Darius 
Wagner  88,  Nancy  Jerome  Wagner  S4,  Maria  Mickel  Wagoner  85,  Betsy 
Watrous  Wetmore  83,  Charles  Wetmore  86,  Clark  Wetmore  S4,  Margaret 
Merritt  Wetmore  83,  William  H.  Wetmore  85,  Lucy  Morris  Woodard  S3. 

Now  who  will  send  us  a  bigger  and  better  list  of  people  living  or  dead, 
in  Greene  County,  whose  age  passes  the  four-score  mark? — C.  July  3,  1930. 


The  Mystery  of  Catlope 

Cannight  is  solved.  “Catlope  Cannight”  appears  in  the  1810  census  of  the 
town  of  Catskill,*  and  some  weeks  ago,  when  we  printed  this  portion  of 
that  census,  l  hazarded  a  guess  as  to  what  the  name  really  was.t  I  was 
wrong,  (“as  usual”).  Yesterday  our  Historian  found  among  her  memo¬ 
randa  that  the  record  of  School  District  Xo.  12  in  the  towns  of  Catskill 
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_  CEMETERY  RECORDS 

and  Hunter  (i.  e.,  the  Palenville  region)  show  that  in  November  1823  one 
“Cutlope  Kernrike”  was  “exempted  from  paying  tuition  for  his  children 
in  this  district  until  November  1S24.” 

[♦See  next  section  for  these  census  lists.] 

[  +  See  paragraph  at  end  of  the  1810  census.] 

The  connection  was  obvious,  and  it  seemed  likely  that  the  “Cannight” 
of  1810  was  a  misprint  for  C'arnright,  which  would  be  hard  to  distinguish  in 
script.  Recourse  to  the  1830  census  of  Catskill  shows  that  “Caleb  Carn- 
wright’’  50  some  years  old,  with  wife  and  two  children  (boys  under  fifteen, 
after  which  age  boys  then  had  to  shift  for  themselves),  was  then  living  in 
the  Palenville  part  of  the  town,  neighbor  to  Justus  Blanchard.  But  “Caleb” 
seems  a  long  step  from  Catlope,  and  we  guess  again  that  it  was  Gottlob. 
Who  knows? — C.  Mai/  29.  1930. 

“Cutlope  Canright”  was  on  our  minds  three  weeks  ago.  Our  good 
friend  Mr.  Charles  M.  Britt  came  to  our  rescue,  and  as  a  result  we  visited 
Palenville  in  his  company  and  saw  the  old  house  in  which  Canright  or 
Kernrike  (the  original  spelling)  or  CARXWRIGHT  (as  it  finally  became) 
lived  and  where  he  conducted  a  tavern  or  inn  a  century  ago  and  more.  Mr. 
Britt  recalls  having  seen  in  the  barn  belonging  to  this  house  the  old  sign 
board  that  once  swung  in  front  of  the  inn  door.  Would  that  it  could  be 
found  again.  The  house  is  a  low  frame  building  of  the  Dutch  style,  still  in 
good  condition  and  occupied,  that  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  Palenville- 
West  Saugerties  road  not  far  south  of  the  “tannery  bridge”  before  one  gets 
to  the  crossing  of  the  old  Malden  turnpike  by  Dr.  Holcomb's.  There  is  some 
reason  to  think  that  the  original  turnpike  did  not  continue  in  the  straight 
course  of  the  present  street  to  the  hotel  and  bridge  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  village,  but  swung  down  past  this  inn  and  then  along  the  creek  bank 
where  the  lower  street  now  runs. 

We  visited  also  the  almost  forgotten  row  of  old  burial-plots  east  of 
the  Cairo-Saugerties  road  near  the  county  line.  This  county  line,  by  the 
way,  crosses  the  road  between  two  very  old  stone  houses  of  the  Abeel  and 
Myers  (Meyer)  families,  and  is  still  marked  by  a  handsome  stone  marker 
set  at  the  roadside  and  saying  “Albany”  and  “Ulster”  on  opposite  sides. 
It  goes  back  to  the  days  before  1  800,  before  Greene  county  had  been 
formed.  In  this  cemetery  we  found  two  very  old  crude  gravestones  carry¬ 
ing  the  original  spelling  of  the  Carnwright  name.  One  leads  “Ianajey 
Kernrike”  (meaning  Jannetje)  and  the  other  “Josep  Kernerike.”  Gottlob 
(“Cutlope”)  Kernrike  was  clearly  Teutonic,  but  like  so  many  of  Tiis  Dutch 
neighbors  he  lost  his  racial  identity  at  the  hands  of  the  English  and  we 
find  his  grandson,  once  a  school  teacher  at  Palenville  and  a  man  of  parts, 
appearing  as  Christopher  Carnwright,  fully  anglicized.  There  is  a  re¬ 
grettable  loss  in  these  changes,  interesting  though  they  may  be.  I  should 
much  like  to  hear  from  any  descendants  or  relatives  of  this  family.  Gottlob 
had  a  son  Joseph,  the  father  of  Christopher,  if  I  am  correctly  informed. 
I  wonder  whether  the  name  Carnikie  found  in  other  old  cemeteries  may  be 
another  form  of  Kernrike.  Someone  please  enlighten  us. — c.  June  19.  1930. 


Cemetery  Records 

easiest  to  get  at  this  time  of  year,  when,  the  weeds  are  cut  or  dead. 
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OLD  TIMES  CORNER 


Everyone  who  can,  please  get  these  rcords  to  us  as  fast  as  possible.  Copy 
each  inscription  in  full  except  verses  or  epitaphs.  In  publishing  them,  we 
shall  use  a  condensed  form,  thus: 

Gardner  Cemetery 

on  Saugerties  road  at  North  Amer.  Cem.  Co’s  plant:  Thomas  C'.  GARDNER 
1776/10/24-1853/5/27;  wf.  “Willompee”  (Willemje)  BOGET  1778/1/9- 
1855/4/27.  Caleb  Gardner  1810/S/26-1864/9/29;  wf.  Catharine  A.  FRE- 
LIGH  1818/10/15-1891/4/10;  cli.  Thomas  I.  ( 1836/8/5 ) *-1840/2/29, 
3.6.24  (meaning  “aged  3  years.  6  months,  24  days’’),  .lane  Catharine  (  1838/ 
ll/19)-1839/10/28,  0.11.9,  and  Sarah  1853/12/1-1856/1/9.  Garret  V.  S. 
Gardner  1816-1S97;  wf.  Clarissa  W.  VAN  LEUVEN  1817-1883  (new  stone); 
ch.  Margaret  A.  1844/4/1-7/5,  and  William  S.  1857/9/7-1865/10/6.  Will¬ 
iam  Gardner  1840/8/2-1885/1/22.  Several  graves  marked  only  by  rough 
sticks.  *Computed  dates  are  in  parenthesis. — C.  Nov.  21,  1929. 


Good  Suggestions 

from  our  correspondents,  like  corrections,  are  always  welcome.  We  pass 
along  these,  in  which  we  heartily  concur:  (1)  When  you  erect  a  tomb¬ 
stone,  give  full  dates  of  “birth  and  death”  instead  of  death  and  age.  (2) 
State  “maiden  name”  of  wives  instead  of  married  name  only.  (3)  When 
you  replace  old  tombstones  with  new,  carry  the  “month  and  day”  record 
to  the  new  stone,  not  merely  the  year.  It  is  quite  a  common  thing  to  find 
a  mistake  in  the  year  of  birth  on  such  new  stones  when  copied  from  a 
“death  and  age”  inscription.  A  person  dying  in  May  1  869  aged  4  0  years 
and  10  months  was  born  in  July  1828,  not  in  “1829.”  A  person  dying  May 
13,  1S69,  aged  40  vrs.  5  mos.  13  das.,  was  born  on  November  30,  1  S 2 8 ,  (not. 
Jan.  1,  1829),  although  May  is  the  fifth  month. 

The  ideal  gravestone  reads  in  full,  thus:  “Sarah  Jane  Brown,  Oct.  6, 
1783 — Aug.  14,  1S46,  widow  of  Truman  Hosiner  Jones.”  This  saves  un¬ 
necessary  words  to  give  full,  unabbreviated  information.  If  possible,  leave 
the  original  stones  beside  the  new. 

(4)  In  newspaper  notices  (the  papers  will  also  please  note)  for  births, 
deaths,  marriages  and  what-not,  always  give  n>nr  as  well  as  month  and 
day.  A  newspaper  clipping  recording  that  Mrs.  Jane  Smith  “died  yester¬ 
day”  is  wonderfully  illuminating  fifty  years,  or  one  month,  later.  “Died 
Saturday”  is  worse,  even  when  someone  has  had  the  kind  forethought  to 
minute  on  the  clipping  the  date  of  the  paper,  if  no  perpetual  calendar  is 
at  hand. 

These  are  permanent  public  records  and  should  be  precise. — C.  Jan. 
2,  19S0. 


The  1810  Census 

of  Greene  county  was  printed  in  Beers’  1  884  history  of  the  county  (pages 
37  to  42)  but  not  alphabetically.  The  alphabetic  list  of  “heads  of  families” 
here  begun  will  continue  from  issue  to  issue.  All  who  recognize  an  ancestor 
in  this  list  will  please  write  the  ancestor’s  name  on  a  postcard,  with  your 
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1810  CENSUS  (CAIRO) 

. 

own  name  and  your  address,  and  mail  to  us.  Be  sure  to  give  the  address 
that  we  may  follow  out  your  lines  for  and  with  you. 

Ashland,  then  part  of  Windham. 

Athens,  then  partly  Catskill,  partly  Coxsackie. 

Cairo  (1810):  [no  attempt  is  made  to  correct  the  spellings]  Berant 
Acre,  Jacob  Acre,  Samuel  Adams,  Elijah  Alden,  Joshua  Allerton,  James 
Ames,  Obadah  Ames. 

Benjamin  Bagly,  John  Baker,  Josiah  Baker,  Ebenezer  Baley,  Robert 
Baley,  John  Balis,  widow  Hannah  Bar,  Salmon  Barith,  widow  Phebe  Barns, 
Elipha  Basset,  John  Basset,  Ebenezer  Beach,  Joseph  Beach,  Abner  Benedict. 
John  Benham,  Martin  Benham,  Jeremiah  I.  Bennet,  Jira  Bennet,  Stephen 
Bently,  Joseph  Blackmore,  Matthew  Brandow,  David  Brewster,  Daniel 
Briggs,  Thomas  Briggs,  William  Briggs,  Eli  Brooks,  John  Brown,  William 
Brownell,  Reuben  Brundridge.  Joseph  Bullis.  John  Bullock,  Roswell  Bump, 
widow  Hannah  Bunt,  Jacob  Bunt,  Jacob  Bush,  Barry  Butler. 

Robert  Chandlor,  Robert  Chappie,  Asa  Cob,  Elisha  S.  Cole,  Joseph 
Colson,  Jabez  Cook,  Robert  Crawford,  James  Cummins. 

John  E.  Darby,  Samuel  Darby,  Peter  Davis,  Uriah  Davis,  William 
Davis,  Frederic  Dedrick,  John  Dedrick,  Nicholis  Delamater,  William  Densey, 
Jacob  Dewit,  David  Dickerson,  Lemuel  Drake,  Samuel  Drake,  Elias  Ducher, 
Stephen  Durphy. 

James  Earls,  Wilber  Earls,  James  Eastin,  Abel  Eaton,  Abel  Eaton  Jr., 
Martin  Eaton,  widow  Barshebe  Ellerton,  Nathan  Elliot,  Jacob  Emgar, 
John  Emgar,  William  Eingar,  Russel  Emmins. 

John  Feiro,  Robert  B.  Field,  Amos_ Finch.  Amos—Finch  Jr.,  Jonas 
Finch,  Sally— Finch,  Peter  Fisk. 

James  Gale,  Joseph  Gilbert,  Thomas  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Gillet,  James 
Goodrich,  Uriah  Griffin,  Richard  Grimes,  William  Gritman. 

Ebenezer  Hale.  Daniel  Hall,  widow  Halsey,  William  Hamlin,  John  I. 
Harver,  Arthur  Hataway,  William  Head,  Warren  Heaslin,  John  Hendrix, 
David  Higby,  Charles  Hinman.  Muford  Hinyon,  Robert  Holenbeck,  Thomas 
Horars,  David  Horton  (twice),  Peleg  Horton,  John  How,  Job  Howard. 
Jonathan  Howard,  John  Howel,  James  Hoyt,  William  Hulet,  Mead  Hunger- 
ford,  Joseph  Hunt,  Asher  Husted,  Jonathan  Husted,  William  Husted,  Enoch 
Hyde,  Benjamin  Hyne,  Elijah  Hyne,  Isaac  Hyne. 

Nathaniel  Jacobs,  Philip  Jinkins,  Joel  Johnson,  Samuel  Johnson,  Abner 
Judd. 

Henry  Kelder,  Henry  Kelder  Jr.,  Jacob  Kelder,  Jacob  Kip. 

Peter  Laden,  Abner  Lantern,  James  Lassly,  James  Lassly'Jr.,  Ibson 
Laws,  Uriah  Lee,  Truman  Lewis,  Abraham  Linly,  Daniel  Linner,  James 
Linner,  Serenus  Linner,  Nathan  Lockwood,  David  Lyons. 

Ebenezer  Malery,  Jeremiah  Mandige,  Richard  Marks,  Peter  Marquat. 
Stephen  Martin,  widow  Deborah  Matthew.  Daniel  Mead,  Moses  Merrils, 
Ezra  Miller,  Judson  Minor,  Joseph  Moor,  Joseph  Moor  Jr..  I.  Morrison,  John 
Morrison,  Jonathan  Moss.  Joseph  Mott,  Mimeon  Murils. 

Goodman  Nobles.  Nathaniel  Nobles,  Jonathan  Nutoren. 

Black  Oliver  [colored],  Jabez  Olmsted,  Richard  Olmsted,  Moses  Olstead, 
Josiah  Orsbon,  Wilhelmus  Ostrander. 

Gideon  Palmer,  Oliver  Palmer.  Joseph  Parker,  Thaddeus  Parker,  Wane 
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Parks,  Abraham  Perin,  Jonas  Peril),  Amnia  Perrie,  Henry  Person,  Samuel 
Peter,  Jacob  Philips.  William  Philips,  Henry  Phillips,  Abraham  Pierson 
Jr.  John  Pilsher,  John  Pine,  John  Pine  Jr.,  Zina  Plina,  Harry  Poke 
[colored],  William  Post,  Robert  Purdy. 

Daniel  Read,  Joseph  Read,  James  Rennv,  John  Renny,  John  Renny  Jr., 
Jacob  Riesdoph  Jr.,  Jacob  Riesdorph,  Aaron  Roberts,  Ezekiel  Roberts,  Joel 
Roberts,  William  Rodes,  Etham  Roger,  Robert  Root.  Peter  Rossmore,  Peter 
Rouse,  Joseph  Rundle,  Evan  R.  Runyon,  Martin  Russel. 

Abraham  W.  Salisbury,  Albert  Salisbury,  widow  Elsie  Salisbury,  Staats 
Salisbury,  Wessel  Salisbury,  William  F.  Salisbury,  James  M.  Sanford.  Dan¬ 
iel  Sayers,  Simon  Sa>  ers,  Moses  Scofield,  widow  Anna  Scott,  Silas  Senbren, 
F.  Shears,  Joseph  Shepherd,  Samuel  Sherman,  Peter  Shevelien,  William 
Signor,  Peter  Simpoor.  Eli  Slauter,  Elihu  Slautcr,  Isaac  Slover,  Amos  Smith, 
Elijah  Smith,  Ezekiel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Nehemiah  Smith,  Ashbel  Stanley, 
Michael  Steel,  Edward  I.  Stephens,  Montgomery  Stephens,  Silvenus  W. 
Stephens,  James  H.  Steward,  John  Steward,  Julius  Steward,  Peter  Steward, 
Seneca  Steward  (twice),  Neri  Stodard,  Aaron  Stone,  Elias  Stone,  Benjamin 
Story,  David  Stratton,  David  Stratton  Jr.,  Charles  Strong. 

Tucker  Tabor,  Ebenezer  Tamys.  Jacob  Taylor,  Thomas  Taylor,  Jesse 
Terylor,  William  Thomas,  Richard  Thorn,  Benjamin  Tidd,  Zephaniah  Tidd, 
Thomas  Toby,  Ager  Tredwell,  Benjamin  Tryon  Jr.,  Jacob  Tryover,  Russel 
Tubs,  William  Tubs,  Stephen  Tudd. 

Allen  Upham,  Joseph  Utter,  Henry  Van  Buren,  James  Vandenberg, 
William  Vandenburg,  Mindert  V.  Dyke,  Abraham  Van  Etten,  Cobus  Van 
Etten,  John  Van  Etten  (twice),  Peter  Van  Orden,  Dadd  Vining. 

Seth  Warner,  Abner  Waters,  Dennis  Webster,  James  Webster,  Russel 
Webster,  Stephen  Webster,  Timothy  Webster,  John  Weed,  Zenies  Weed, 
Henry  Weeks,  John  Welch,  William  Wilbeak,  Abiel  Wilber,  John  Winnea, 
John  Wolenberk,  Andrew  Wood,  Jesse  Wood,  Silvester  Woodruff,  Arnasa 
Woods.  Elisha  Wooneff,  Sanford  Worth,  Jervis  Wright,  Joseph  Wright, 
William  Wright  (twice).  William  Wright  Jr. 

Jeremiah  Yearls,  Gilbert  Yeomans.  Total  212  households _ C.  Nov.  l!t, 

1929. 

Repeated  names  are  two  different  families. 

Catskill  (1810):  [no  attempt  is  made  to  correct  the  spellings]  David 
Abeel,  David  G.  Abeel.  Garret  Abeel,  Cornelius  Acker,  John  FI.  Ackerman, 
John  Adams,  Peter  Aikens.  Samuel  Aikens,  James  Akins,  Aaron  Allen, 
Alexander  Allen,  Joseph  Allen,  Joseph  Allen  Jt\,  John  Alsop,  Henry  Ashley, 
John  Ashley,  Thomas  Augustus,  Edward  Austin. 

Timothy  Babcock.  Andrew  Backus,  Charles  Backus,  Deliverance  Backus. 
Whiting  Backus,  Asa  T.  Dailey,  Adonijah  Baker,  Ephraim  Baker,  Ebenezer 
Baldwin,  Joseph  L.  Baldwin,  Calvin  Bales,  Richard  Barker,  Cornelius 
Barnad,  Aaron  Barnard,  Conrad  Barringer,  Charles  Barrington.  Abraham 
Basset,  Jacob  Bates,  Russel  Beebe,  Jacob  Beecker,  Joel  Bellamy.  Matthew 
Bellamy,  Henry  Benham,  Nathan  Benjamin,  Caleb  Benton,  Daniel  Benton, 
Ezekiel  Benton,  Orange  Benton.  John  Best,  James  Bill,  Jonathan  Bill,  Slm- 
bal  C.  Bingham.  Isaac  Blanchard,  John  Blanchard,  Green  Blevin,  Chester 
Blodgett,  Egbert  Bogardus,  Jacob  Bogardus.  Jacob  I.  Bogardus,  James  Bo- 
gardus,  John  Bogardus  (twice),  Peter  Bogardus,  John  P.  Bolen,  Peter 
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Bortle,  James  Bostwick,  Francis  Botsford,  Matthew  Bounds,  Aaron  Brandow, 
Henry  Brandow,  John  Brandow,  Lee  Brandow,  Nicholas  Brandow,  Peter 
Brandow,  Wilhelmus  Brandow,  William  Brandow,  Peter  Breasted,  George 
Brendt,  William  J.  Bresach,  Peter  Brett,  Andrew  Brezee,  Sally  Bridgen. 
Henry  Brink,  Bernan  Brockway,  Samuel  Brooks,  Andrew  Brosnaham,  Charles 
Brown,  James  Brown,  John  Brown,  Nehemiah  Brown,  William  Brown,  Vin¬ 
cent  Bruzee,  John  Buel.  Bazela  Bunker,  Timothy  Bunker,  Adam  Burgot, 
[Henry  Burhans  not  in  census  list  but  in  that  of  slave  owners,  181 0J, 
George  Burke,  William  Byrne. 

Joseph  Cadwell,  Isaac  Cain,  James  Cain,  Ashley  Calkins,  Enoch  Calkins, 
Peter  Camp,  Ira  Canfield,  John  M.  Canfield,  C'atlope  Cannight,  Moses  I. 
Cantine,  James  Cargill,  Caleb  Carpenter,  Michael  Casey,  Bradford  Cash, 
Silvanus  Cash,  Solomon  Chandler,  Lydia  Chidester,  Samuel  Chidester,  Sam¬ 
uel  A.  Chidester,  William  Chidester,  Frederick  Chollet,  Charles  Clark. 
Cornelius  Clark,  Casper  Claw,  Garret  Claw,  John  Clements,  Joseph  Cleve¬ 
land,  Edward  Coates,  Samuel  Cochran,  Shubal  C’oflin,  Solomon  Coffin,  Uriah 
Coffin,  James  Cole.  Samuel  Cole,  Zachariah  Cole,  Dirk  Collier.  James  Collier, 
John  Collier,  John  Colson,  Joseph  Colson,  John  Conine,  Ephraim  Conkling, 
Jacob  Cook,  Jared  Cook.  John  Cook,  John  Cook  Jr.,  Richard  E.  Cook, 
Solomon  Cook,  Thomas  Cook,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Jacob  Coon,  Peter  Coon, 
James  Cooper.  Nathaniel  Cooper,  Daniel  Crane,  Mackey  Crosswell,  Thomas 
O’H.  Croswell,  John  M.  Crows,  Phineus  Curtius. 

Selick  Dan,  Nicholas  Danah,  John  E.  David,  Samuel  Davis.  Peter 
Davison,  Emma  Day,  Ira  Day,  Orrin  Day,  Stephen  Day,  Henry  Deal,  John 
Decker,  Abraham  Dedrick,  Jacob  Dedrick,  John  Dedrick,  John  Dedrick  Jr., 
Peter  Dedrick,  William  Dedrick,  Zachariah  Dedrick,  Henry  Demaurs  [cor¬ 
rectly  Henry  Demaiers,  in  slave-owners’  list],  William  Demott,  John  Depuy, 
Henry  Dewitt,  John  I.  Dewitt,  Peter  Dewitt  (twice),  Nicholas  Dick, 
Thomas  Dillon,  Theophilus  Dimick,  Henry  Dingman,  John  Doan,  Joseph 
Doan,  William  Dobson.  John  Dogherty,  Peter  L.  Donaldson,  James  Donnelly, 
Terrence  Donnelly,  Daniel  Donovan,  Robert  Dorian,  Samuel  Doxsy,  Barent 
Dubois,  Benjamin  S.  Dubois,  Isaac  Dubois,  John  Dubois,  Peter  Dubois, 
Anthony  Dumond.  Waldron  Dumond,  Nathaniel  Dunbar,  David  Duncan, 
Jesse  Duncan,  Jacob  Dunham  (twice),  William  Dusenbury,  David  Dutcher. 

Philip  Eaman,  Amos  Eaton,  John  Eckler,  Peter  Eckler,  John  Egbert- 
son,  Margaret  Egbertson,  Nathan  Elliott,  Nathaniel  Ells,  Conrad  T.  Elmen- 
dorf,  Jacob  J.  Elmendorf.  William  Elting,  John  Emerick.  Martin  Evarts, 
Austin  Everston. 

Jacob  Feelv,  John  Fiero.  Powles  Fiero,  Deborah  Folger,  John  FWlger 
(twice),  Abraham  Fonda.  Matthias  Fonda,  Abijah  Fosdick,  James  G.  Foster, 
Samuel  Foster,  Samuel  Fowks,  Simeon  Fowler,  John  Franklin.  Simeon 
Franklin,  Alexander  Fraser,  John  Fraser,  William  Fraser,  Philip  Frayerd. 

John  Gardiner,  Thomas  E.  Gardiner,  Noah  Gardner,  James  Garish. 
David  Garrison,  Arnold  Gates.  Francis  Gayler,  Philip  Gephard,  Isaac  Ger¬ 
man,  William  Gibbs.  Aaron  Gilbert,  Amos  Gillet  Jr.,  Phineas  Goodin,  Zenas 
Goodrich,  Jacob  Gotchers,  John  Grant,  Matthew  Graves,  William  Graves, 
William  Greene,  Jeremiah  Griswold,  Joseph  Groom. 

Jacob  Haight.  Jonathan  T.  Haight,  Samuel  Haight,  Edward  Haines, 
Thomas  Hale.  Aaron  Hall,  Lemuel  Hall,  Lyman  Hall,  Patrick  Hamilton, 


119 


. 


iM  w 


Mi*. 


'.'UMikUAi  JUJ^  *.\Jkn- 


atSLdx^.»M 


OLD  TIMES  CORNER 


Samuel  Hamilton,  Seth  Hamilton,  Ann  Hamlin,  David  Hamlin,  John  Ham¬ 
lin,  William  Hammond,  Mary  Hard,  Isaac  Hardenbergh,  .lames  Harington, 
Benjamin  Haviland,  Benjamin  H.  Haviland,  John  Haviland,  Ezra  Hawley, 
John  W.  Hays,  Tideman  Hazard,  Moses  Hedden,  George  Henry,  Samuel 
Henry,  William  Hibbert,  John  Hicks.  Benjamin  Hide,  Hiland  Hill,  Jonathan 
Hill,  Lee  Hill,  Richard  Hill,  Juba  Hillyer,  Edward  Hinman,  Nathaniel 
Hinman,  Abraham  Hoghtaling,  Abraham  Hollenbake,  Casper  Hollenbake, 
Jacob  Hollenbake,  Jacob  M.  Hollenbake,  Robert  I.  Hollenbake,  Samuel 
Hollenbeck,  Stephen  Horton,  Shubal  Hotchkin,  Thomas  Howe,  Elizabeth 
Howland,  Nathaniel  Howland,  Josiah  Hubbard,  Samuel  Hull  Jr.,  Chester 
Huntington,  John  Hyde,  Wilkes  Hyde. 

Nathaniel  Jacobs,  Stephen  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Asa  June. 

Hezekiah  Keeler,  Christian  Kellerhouse,  Jonathan  Keyes,  Luke  Kier- 
sted,  Jonathan  Kittle,  Joseph  Kleim  Jr.  [is  Klein  in  the  slave-owners’  list]. 

John  T.  Lacy,  Jeremiah  Lasher,  John  Lasher,  David  Lawrence,  Mer¬ 
chant  Lawrence,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Wilhelmus  Layman,  Catherine  Lea- 
man,  Gideon  Leaman,  John  Leaman  (twice),  John  Leaman  Jr.,  Matthew 
Leaman,  Clement  Leamen,  Garins  Leet,  Russel  Lefinguel,  Theo's  Limbrick, 
Noah  Lindsey,  John  Low,  Tortullus  Luddington. 

Silvanus  Macy,  Ephraim  Magee.  Samuel  Magee,  Isaac  Mansfield,  Fred¬ 
erick  Martin,  William  Martin,  Andrew  McFarland.  Phebe  McGoun,  Thomas 
C.  McGraw,  Henry  McKinstrv,  Charles  L.  Meach.  Elisha  Meiggs,  Phineas 
Meiggs,  William  Mellin,  Aristobulus  Merrick,  .John  Merrifield,  James  Mil¬ 
ligan,  Levi  Mix.  Joseph  Moore,  Rufus  Moore,  John  Morrison,  Thomas 
Mosher,  Reuben  Moulton,  Reuben  Moulton  Jr.,  Michael  Mower,  Lawrence 
Mullenix,  John  Munden,  Peter  Munden,  Christopher  Musier,  George  Musier, 
William  Musier,  Christian  Myer,  Cornelius  Myer,  Tobias  Myer  Jr. 

Mary  Nash,  John  T.  Nettenille  [Netterville  in  slave-owners’  list], 
Jacob  Newkirk,  John  Newkirk,  John  Nichols  (twice),  Isaac  Northrop, 
Samuel  Norton. 

Sibel  Ogden,  David  Olcott,  John  Olcott,  John  S.  Olcott,  Gersham  Olds, 
Sally  Osborn,  John  Ousterhout,  Peter  Ousterliout,  Clement  Overbagh.  Elias 
Overbagh,  George  Overbagh,  John  Overbagh,  John  A.  Overbagh,  Peter 
Overbagh  (twice),  Peter  I.  Overbagh,  William  Overbagh  (twice), 

John  Pack,  David  Palmer,  John  Patterson,  William  Patterson,  Robert 
Pauley,  Henry  Pelham,  Isaac  Pelham,  Garrit  Person,  Garret  Person  Jr., 
James  Person,  John  Person,  Silas  Person,  Jacob  Philips,  Michael  Philips, 
James  Pierce.  Samuel  Pierce,  James  Pinckney,  George  Plank,  Jeremiah 
Plank.  Michael  Plank.  William  Plank,  John  Pollock  (twice),  David  Porter. 
Jesse  B.  Porter,  Abraham  Post,  Henry  Post,  Samuel  Powell,  James  Powers, 
Joseph  Prentiss,  Jehiel  Preston.  Nicholas  Price,  Naomah  Prout,  William 
Prout,  Richard  Pultney,  Jonathan  Purinton. 

Henry  Race,  Samuel  Raymond,  George  Read,  Aaron  Reed.  John  Reed. 
Adam  J.  P.  Reid.  John  Retnsen,  Samuel  Reynolds,  Ephraim  Rice,  Henry 
Richtmyer,  John  Riesdorph,  Henry  Ritter,  William  Robb.  Isaac  Robbins, 
Charles  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  James  B.  Root,  Stephen  Root,  Henry  Rouse. 
John  Rouse,  John  Rouse  Jr.,  James  Rowe,  Jonathan  Rowe,  Margaret  Rowe, 
Nicholas  Rowe,  Philip  Ruger,  Jeremiah  Rushmore,  Tunis  Ryer. 

Jesse  Sackett.  Abraham  Salisbury,  Abraham  A.  Salisbury,  Francis  Salis- 
burv,  William  B.  Salisbury,  Coerarl  Saltpagh,  Frederick  Sax,  Frederick  Sax 
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Jr.,  John  Sax,  Peter  Sax,  Peter  Sax  Jr.,  Peter  C.  Sax,  Peter  P.  Sax,  Chester 
Sayre,  Francis  Sayre,  Frederick  Schermerhorn,  John  Schermerhorn,  Egbert 
Schoonmaker.  Clement  Schram,  John  Schuneman,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
William  Schuneman,  John  V.  D.  S.  Scott,  William  Scott,  Henry  Scutt, 
Peter  Scutt,  Philip  Scutt,  Solomon  Scutt,  William  Scutt,  William  Sea¬ 
man,  Joseph  Seely,  Deborah  Shattuck,  David  Shaw,  John  Shaw,  Thomas 
Sheffield,  William  Sheffield,  Ezra  Shephard,  Adonijah  Sherman,  William 
Shortman,  Nicholas  Shoulders,  Coenrad  Shout,  Henry  Sileck,  Abraham 
Simmons,  Joseph  E.  Simmons,  Thomas  Simmons,  William  Slade,  David 
Smith,  Frederick  Smith,  Frederick  Smith  Jr.,  Frederick  S.  Smith,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Jesse  W.  Smith,  Jonathan  Smith.  Michael  Smith,  Numan  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Simon  Smith,  Benjamin  Sole,  Peter  Sousor,  Maria  Sparling. 
Augustus  Spencer,  Thomas  Spencer,  Ezra  Stannard,  John  Starr,  Ralph 
Stebbins,  Hugh  Stephens,  Adam  Stewart,  William  Stewart,  Thomas  Stiles, 
Jared  Stocking,  Jesse  Story,  James  P.  Stoutenbergh,  Chancey  Stow,  William 
Sturgis,  John  Sutton,  Cyrus  Sweet. 

George  Taylor,  Jacob  Ten  Broeck,  David  Thayer,  Hezekiah  Thayer, 
Richard  Thomas,  Ellis  Thompson,  John  A.  Thompson,  Ebenezer  Thornton. 
Archibald  Thorp,  David  Thorp,  Jason  Thorp,  Peter  Thorp,  Peter  Thurston, 
Jacob  Timmerman,  William  Timmerman,  James  Titus,  Ann  Tout.  Caleb 
Townsend,  Joseph  Townsend,  Joshua  Travers,  William  Travers,  Frederick 
Tremper,  Jacob  Tremper,  Benjamin  Turner,  William  Turner. 

Joseph  Vail,  James  Van  Aten,  Garrit  Van  Bergen,  Martin  Van  Bergen, 
Peter  Van  Bergen,  William  Van  Bergen.  Peter  Van  Bogert,  Abraham  Van 
Buskirk,  Benjamin  Van  Buskirk,  Abraham  Van  Gelder,  Peter  Van  Gelder, 
Abraham  Van  Gorden,  Henry  Van  Gorden,  Peter  Van  Gorden,  Casper  Van 
Hoesen,  Jacob  Van  Hoesen,  .1.  Van  Hoesen,  John  C.  Van  Hoesen,  John  C.  G. 
Van  Hoesen,  John  H.  Van  Hoesen,  Jehu  I.  Van  Hoesen,  Garrit  Van  Hoesin, 
Isaac  Van  Loan,  John  Van  Loan,  Mary  Van  Loan,  Matthias  Van  Loan, 
Nicholas  J.  Van  Loan,  John  Van  Olden,  William  Van  Orden,  Abraham  Van 
Valkenbergh,  James  Van  Valkenbergh,  James  I.  Van  Valkenbergh.  Samuel 
Van  Vechten,  Isaac  Van  Wort.  Ilarmanus  Veeder,  John  Veeder,  Ruluf 
Voorhis. 

Roswell  Wade,  Thomas  Wait,  John  Walcott,  Frederick  Wall,  Joseph 
Wardwell,  Samuel  Waring,  Justus  Warner,  Gaun  Watts.  James  Webster, 
Joseph  Weed,  Amos  Weeks,  Nicholas  Weeks.  James  Welch.  Henry  Well  Jr., 
Elijah  Wells.  Jacob  Wetsel,  James  Wetsel,  John  Wetsel,  Ephraim  Wheeler, 
Justus  Wheeler,  Lewis  Wheeler,  Reuben  Whippey.  William  E.  Whitaker. 
Eli  White,  Henry  White,  Andrew  Whiteford,  Ebenezer  Whiting,  Solomon 
Wilber.  Horace  Willard,  Andrew  Williams,  Gordon  Williams,  John  Williams. 
John  Williams  sen.,  Elias  Witian,  David  Winans,  Timothy  Witheride.  God¬ 
frey  Wolven,  Peter  Wolven,  William  Woodward,  Samuel  Woodworth, 
William  Wynkoop. 

Totals,  G 4 9  households  for  Catskill  town,  then  covering  a  part  of 
Athens,  the  rest  of  Athens  being  then  in  Coxsackie. — C.  Xor.  21,  Jan.  2  and 
9,  1930. 

_ _  Coxsackie  (1810):  [spellings  given  as  published]  Benjamin  Acker, 

John  Adams.  Peter  C.  Adams.  Charles  Agor,  Samuel  Akely,  Thomas  I.  Alsop, 
John  Anderson,  John  Armstrong.  Martin  Armstrong. 
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Sanlord  Babbet,  Cornwell  Bachus,  Abel  Baker,  Benjamin  Baker.  Sam¬ 
uel  Baker,  Schuyler  Baker,  John  Barber,  Moses  Barber,  Stephen  Barber, 
Ebenezer  Barker,  Ralph  Barker,  William  Bartholomew,  Peter  Bartow, 
William  Bartow  (twice),  John  Bashford,  Thomas  Bayls,  Jeremiah  Beadle 
Jr.,  W  illiam  Beadle,  Aaron  Beagle,  Silvester  Beagle,  Gilbert  Begle,  Jeremiah 
Begle,  Stephen  Benedict,  Isaac  Bennett,  Arthur  Besty,  John  Betts,  William 
Billingham,  Caleb  Bingham  (twice),  John  Boast,  Ephraim  Bogardus 
(twice),  Hendrick  Bogardus,  Isaac  Bogardus.  Jacob  Bogardus,  John  Bogar¬ 
dus  (twice),  Peter  Bogardus,  John  Boom,  David  Botsford,  William  Bow- 
dish,  Benjamin  Bowers,  William  Bradley,  John  Brandow,  Asahel  Braynard, 
Eytje  Brogden,  Dick  Bronck,  Casper  Bronk  Jr.,  Ephraim  Bronk,  John 
Bronk.  Jonas  Bronk,  Leonard  Bronk,  Peter  Bronk,  Peter  C.  Bronk,  Peter 
R.  Bronk,  Philip  Bronk,  John  Brooks,  Joshua  Brooks,  William  Brooks, 
Nathan  Brour,  Martin  Brower.  Thomas  Brower,  John  Brown  (twice),  John 
H.  Brown,  Samuel  Brown.  Nathan  Bruce.  Horace  Bull,  Laman  Bunce, 
Stephen  Burk,  John  Burns,  Nathan  Burrows,  Jacob  Bush,  Absalom  Bus- 
kirk,  John  Buskirk  (twice),  Jabez  Busnell,  Abel  Butler. 

Abraham  Cable.  Joab  Cable,  Sarah  Caldwell,  John  Camel,  Isaiah  Cannif, 
Abraham  Cannot,  David  Carles,  John  Carles,  Caleb  Carman  (twice),  Jacob 
Carman,  Alsop  Carpenter,  John  F.  Case,  Peter  Casey,  Joseph  Chaplain,  El¬ 
more  Chase,  Joseph  Chase,  James  Chidester,  Stephen  Chidester,  Edee  [Eder 
in  slave  owners’  list]  Clapp,  Thomas  Clarke,  Casper  Claw  Jr.,  Evert  Claw, 
Garret  Claw,  Gilbert  Claw,  Jeramus  Claw,  John  Claw  Jr.,  John  C.  Claw, 
John  G.  Claw,  Peter  Claw,  Peter  F.  Claw,  Francis  Clow,  John  C.  Clow, 
William  Cochrain,  George  Coenby,  John  Coenbv,  Tobias  Cole,  James  Colley, 
Casper  Collins,  John  C.  Conine,  Leonard  Conine,  Leonard  C.  Conine,  Peter 
Conine,  Peter  Conine  Sen.,  Philip  Conine,  Philip  L.  Conine,  James  Cooke, 
John  C.  Copper,  Gilbert  H.  Cornwell,  Jacob  Cornwell,  Samuel  Cornwell, 
Abraham  Cuer,  Nillis  Cuer,  Elizabeth  Cuvier,  John  Cuyler. 

Benjamin  Davis,  Ebenezer  Davis,  James  Davis,  Thomas  Day,  Jeremiah 
Dean,  Casper  Dederick.  Jeremiah  Dederick,  John  Dederick  (twice),  William 
Dederick,  Robert  Delemater,  Coenrad  Delong,  Sarah  Deny,  John  P.  Dervier. 
Catherine  Dewitt.  Levi  Dewitt,  David  Dickenson,  Henry  Dickinson,  Isaac 
Dickinson,  Moses  Dickinson,  Obediah  Dickinson,  Samuel  Dodge,  Samuel 
Duncan,  David  Dunmore. 

George  Edwards,  Morris  Edwards,  Stephen  Edwards,  William  Edwards, 
William  Edwards  Jr.,  Garrett  Egbertson,  George  Eldridge,  Peltick  Eldridge, 
Pinjah  Ely,  Jesse  Emmons,  Chancy  Ensign.  Shelden  Ensign,  William  En¬ 
sign,  Hendrick  Everson,  Evert  Evertson. 

Tallmadge  Fairchild,  Patrick  Falkner,  Benjamin  Fanhard,  Samuel 
Fansdick,  Samuel  Field,  Isaac  Foot,  Ephriam  Ford,  William  Fraligh. 

Caleb  Gage,  Thomas  Gan,  Ephriam  Ganet,  Janies  Gardner,  Samuel 
Gardner,  William  Gardner,  Michael  Garret,  Jacob  Garrett.  John  Garrett, 
Peter  Garrett,  Simeon  Garrett,  Parent  Gay,  John  Gay,  Thomas  Gay,  William 
Gav,  Peter  Gears,  Thomas  Gelson,  Samuel  Gerrish,  John  Gibbs,  Joshua  Gid- 
ney,  Peter  Gidney,  Benjamin  Gillirv,  Ensign  Godfrey,  Joseph  Godfrey, 
Jonathan  Goes.  Matthew  Goes.  William  Goes,  RobertGolden.  Thomas  Golden. 
Samuel  Goodridge,  Susan  Goss,  Moses  Gouns,  Timothy  Green.  Zebulon 
Green,  Daniel  Gregory,  Israel  Gregory,  Gersham  Griffen.  Caleb  Griffin, 
Sareca  Griffin,  Peter  Groom,  Patimer  Gue,  Benjamin  Guerny. 
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Aaron  Haight,  Thomas  Haight,  Christopher  Haley,  David  Hall,  Elisha 
D.  Hall,  Casper  Hallenbake,  Isaac  Hallenbake,  Martin  Hallenbake,  Abra¬ 
ham  Hallenbeck,  Obadiah  Hallock,  Thomas  Hallock,  Zebulon  Hallock,  Fol- 
ger  Halsey,  David  Halstead,  James  Halstead,  Russel  Hamilton.  John  Hard¬ 
wick,  William  Hart,  John  Haruh,  John  Henry,  Daniel  Herrick,  Barnabas 
Hicks,  George  Hill  (twice),  Jacob  W.  Hilton,  Abner  Hoash,  Elihu  Hoash, 
Solomon  Hoash,  Thomas  Hoash.  Joseph  Hogh,  Barent  Hoghtaling,  Coenrad 
T.  Hoghtaling,  Garrett  Hoghtaling.  Hendrick  Hoghtaling.  Henry  Hoghtal¬ 
ing,  Henry  C.  Hoghtaling,  John  C.  Hoghtaling,  Matthew  Hoghtaling,  Peter 
Hoghtaling,  Thomas  Hoghtaling  (twice),  Abraham  Hollenbake.  Casper  M. 
Hollenbake,  Casper  W.  Hollenbake,  Cornelius  Hollenbake,  Jane  Hollenbake, 
Jehoiakim  Hollenbake,  John  I.  Hollenbake,  John  M.  Hollenbake,  John  W. 
Hollenbake,  Martin  Hollenbake,  Mary  Hollenbake,  Richard  Hollenbake, 
William  Hollenbake,  John  Hollenbeck,  John  Casper  Hollenbeck,  Jehoiakim 
Hollenbek,  James  Holley,  Samuel  Hollinbake,  William  Hollinbake,  Timo¬ 
thy  Hollister,  Elizur  Holmes,  David  Horton,  Lucy  Horton,  Benjamin  Hous¬ 
ton,  Samuel  Howell,  Minor  Hubbell,  Nathan  Hubbell,  Shaddrach  Hubbell, 
Josepe  Huntley,  George  Husen. 

William  Jenks,  Henry  Johnson,  Jacob  Johnson,  Peter  Jones,  Thomas 
Jones,  William  Judson. 

Thomas  Kelly,  Durrean  Kenedy,  Peggy  Kennedy,  Sally  Kennedy,  David 
Kiffer,  Dorrance  Kirtland,  Michael  Kriefer. 

Samuel  F.  Lamphere,  Henry  Lamphiere,  Hendrick  Lampman,  Isaac 
Lampman,  John  Lampman,  David  Lane.  Zacharias  Lannon,  Elizabeth  Lant- 
man,  Stephen  Lantman,  Joseph  Lasue,  James  Lawrence,  John  Lawton. 
Henry  L’Homedieu,  Isaac  Linnot,  Lewis  Liramno,  Benjamin  Lisk,  Charles 
Lisk,  Henry  Litcher  [Lichten  in  slave  owners’  list]  Joseph  Llaunaer,  Jacob 
Louks,  Samuel  Lure. 

Samuel  Mansfield,  William  Mansfield,  Timothy  Mapes,  John  Marshall. 
Totten  Marshall.  James  Matthews,  Mary  McCabe,  Samuel  McCabble,  Charles 
McCarl,  Gabriel  McFarland,  Stephen  McFarland,  Daniel  McGuire,  Alexander 
McKinny,  John  McMullen,  James  McVicar,  Levi  Mead,  Phoebe  Mead, 
Xehemiah  Meed,  James  Miller,  Jonathan  Miller.  Jonathan  Miller  Jr..  Jus¬ 
tus  Miller,  Matthew  Miller,  Samuel  Miller,  Benjamin  Morse  [Moore  in 
slave  owners'  list],  Jesse  Morton,  John  V.  Moser,  William  Moss,  John 
Mumptier,  Peter  Murphy,  Henry  Myers. 

Bluman  Nelson,  Eli  Nelson,  Silas  Nicholas. 

Isacous  Osborn,  Jedediah  Osborn,  John  Osborn.  John  Ostrander,  Peter 
Ostrander,  John  Out.  Jeremiah  Oute,  David  Owens. 

Asa  Palmer,  David  Palmer,  Edward  Palmer,  Elias  Palmer,  Gideon 
Palmer  (twice),  Gideon  Palmer  Jr.,  Ira  Palmer,  James  Palmer,  Joel  Palmer. 
Johathan  Palmer,  Leonard  Palmer,  Nathaniel  Palmer,  Reuben  Palmer,  Rob¬ 
ert  Palmer,  Robert  G.  Palmer,  Solomon  Palmer,  Stephen  Panvar.  Isaac 
Parker,  Smith  Parks,  Leonard  Parse.  Daniel  A.  Pault.  Brazilla  Peas,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Peer,  Lawrence  Perry,  Herman  Picket,  William  Pierce,  Allen  Plumb, 
James  Plumb,  William  Porter,  Enoch  Post.  Longett  Potts.  Deborah  Powell, 
Elisha  Powell.  John  Powell,  John  G.  Powell.  Thomas  Powell.  Thomas  G. 
Powell,  Timothy  Powell.  Abraham  Prevost.  Jacob  Prevost.  Casper  Price, 
John  Prudent,  Abraham  Purdy,  Elisha  Purdy. 
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James  Ray,  William  Ray,  John  Read,  Laman  [Luman  in  slave  owners’ 
list]  Read,  Sarah  Read,  Anthony  Redmiks  [Redwicks  in  slave  owners’  list], 
Lpenetus  Reed,  Roswell  Reed,  Joseph  Regna,  John  Remkens,  Isaac  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Zacharias  Roach,  John  Robbins  (twice),  Peter  Robbins,  Elisha  Rob¬ 
erts,  James  Roberts,  Samuel  Rockwell,  William  Roe,  Jeremiah  Root,  Storm 
Rose,  Joseph  Rosebatses,  John  Ruggles. 

Francis  Salisbury,  Samuel  Salisbury,  John  Salter,  Reuben  Sanderson, 
Caleb  Sarles,  Daniel  Sarles,  Hendrick  Schoonmaker,  Hezekiah  Schoon- 
maker,  Matthew  Scott,  William  Scott,  Clement  Scram,  John  Scribner,  David 
Sharp,  Jacob  Sharp,  Jacob  L.  Sharp,  Coenrad  Shatton,  Richard  Shaw,  David 
Sherman,  Paul  Sherman,  Henry  Signor,  Robert  Simpson,  Matthew  Sitzer, 
Solomon  Skinner,  Frederick  Slark.  Westus  Slark,  Andrew  Slover,  Isaac 
Slover,  Culver  Smith,  Daniel  Smith,  Elisha  Smith,  Gregory  Smith,  Henry 
Smith,  James  Smith,  Jesse  Smith,  John  Smith.  John  J.  Smith,  Joseph  Smith, 
Jotham  Smith,  Theodorus  Smith,  Reuben  Sniffin,  Daniel  Soliss,  John  Soliss, 
William  Spencer,  Jacob  Spoonburgh,  Casper  Spoor,  Derick  Spoor,  John 
Spoor,  John  C.  Spoor,  John  D.  Spoor,  Daniel  Squires,  Nathan  Squires, 
Thomas  Stebbens,  Eleazar  Stebbins,  John  Stephens,  William  Steward,  Ann 
Stone,  Joseph  Straken,  Walton  Street,  William  Sutherland,  Amos  B.  Swift. 

James  Taylor,  Richard  Thorn,  Solomon  Tipple.  Charles  Titus.  Hollet 
Titus,  John  Titus,  Robert  Titus,  George  Tolly,  Henry  B.  Tolly,  John  F. 
Tolly,  William  Tolly,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Enoch  Tompkins.  Gersham  Torcey, 
Samuel  Totten,  Gilbert  Travers,  Charles  Treaver,  Archibald  Trowbridge, 
John  Trueman,  Ezekiel  Truesdale,  John  W.  Truesdale,  Stephen  Truesdale, 
William  Truesdale,  Benjamin  P.  Tryon,  Rachel  Tryon. 

James  Underhill.  Anthony  Van  Bergen,  Henry  Van 

Bergen,  Henry  C.  Van  Bergen,  Martin  G.  Van  Bergen,  Peter  Van  Bergen, 
John  Van  Denbergh,  John  R.  Vandenbergh,  Matthius  Van  Denbergh,  Peter 
Van  Den  Bergh,  Richard  Van  Denbergh,  Richard  P.  Van  Denbergh,  Robert 
Vandenbergh,  Robert  W.  Vandenbergh,  Wilhelmus  Vandenbergh,  Peter 
Van  Denburgh,  Albert  Vandersee,  Storm  Vandersee,  Cornelius  Van  Deusen, 
Hendrick  Van  Durk,  Aaron  Van  Dyck,  Abraham  Van  Dyck,  John  Van  Dyck, 
Casper  Van  Hoesen,  Francis  Van  Hoesen,  Nicholas  Van  Hoesen,  Rebecca 
Van  Hoesen. 

Albert  Van  Loan,  Jacob  Van  Loan,  John  A.  Van  Loan,  Nicholas  Van 
Loan,  Nicholas  W.  Van  Loan,  Benjamin  Van  Orden,  William  Van  Ote,  John 
V [an]  Schack.  Aaron  Van  Seheick,  Baltus  Van  Slyck,  Baltus  Van  Slyck 
Jr.,  Barent  Van  Slyck,  Garrit  Van  Slyck,  Henry  Van  Slyck,  John  Van 
Slyck,  Peter  Van  Slyck.  Richard  Van  Slyck,  Tennis  Van  Slyck,  Teuhis  Van 
Slyck,  Teunis  A.  Van  Slyck.  Gideons  V[an]  Valens,  Isaac  Van  Valkenbergh, 
David  V[an]  Vleet,  John  Van  Wee.  Abraham  Van  Wort,  Jacob  Van  Wort. 
Toomas  Van  Wort,  Dennis  Ver  Plank,  Stephen  Voorhis,  Barent  Vosberg, 
Philip  Vosburgh. 

josiah  Warner,  William  J.  Warner,  Stephen  Warren,  Jabez  Weaver, 
John  Webber,  Jehiel  Webster,  Ehenezer  Weeks,  Joseph  Weeks,  Solomon 
Weeks,  Edward  Wells.  Isaac  Wells,  Nicholas  Wells,  Noah  Wheeler,  Teunis 
Whitbeck.  Elijah  White.  Cornwell  Wilkes,  Samuel  Williams,  William  Wills. 
Asa  Wilson,  George  Wilson,  Samuel  Wilson,  William  Wilson.  Johnson 
Winn,  Joseph  Winn,  Simeon  Winn.  Leonard  Witbeck,  Jonn  Wolf,  Peter 
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Wolf,  Teunis  Wolf,  John  Wolfen,  Israel  Wood,  Thomas  Wright,  William 
Wright  Jr. 

Daniel  Varies,  Isaac  Varies,  Solomon  Varies,  After  Yeomans,  Samuel 

Yeomans,  John  Youngs,  Anthony  - — -  [follows  Goes  and  may  have  been 

same  surnumel. 

Total  630  households  in  Coxsackie  in  1 S 1  0 ,  then  including  New  Bal¬ 
timore  and  a  large  part  of  Athens  township. 

It  looks  as  though  some  of  the  duplications  above  are  actual  repetitions. 
Was  the  census  taker  for  Coxsackie  trying  to  pad  the  population?  Usually 
in  this  census  repeated  names  are  shown  to  be  different  people  by  different 
numbers  in  family,  but  in  the  cases  of  Bingham,  Buskirk  and  Carman,  above, 
the  numbers  are  identical.  Who  knows? — Feb.  20,  21  and  Mar.  6,  1930. 

Durham  ( 1  S  1  0  ) :  [spellings  litteratim]  Eliphalet  Ackley,  John  Adams, 
Joseph  Adams,  Joseph  Adams  Jr.,  Thomas  Adams,  Barnard  Alberte,  Thomas 
Albro,  Herrick  Aldrige,  Ebenezer  Allen,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jacob  Andrews, 
William  Ares,  Joseph  Arnold,  Stephen  Atwater,  Levi  Austen,  James  Austin, 
Joshua  Austin,  Joshua  Austin  Jr.,  Moses  Austin,  Abel  Avery,  Obadiah 
Avery,  Williams  Avery,  John  Avrey. 

Barey  Bagiev,  Cutting  Bagiev,  John  Bagiev,  John  M.  Bagley,  Abiel 
Baldwin,  Curtis  Baldwin,  David  Baldwin,  Janies  Baldwin,  Jonathan  Bald¬ 
win,  Noah  Baldwin,  Seth  Baldwin,  Jacob  Baringer,  Papillean  Barker, 
Thomas  E.  Barker,  Thomas  1.  Barker,  Silas  Bartow,  Daniel  Benjamin,  Rich¬ 
ard  Benjamin,  Richard  Benjamin  Jr.,  Louisa  Benton,  Benjamin  Bidwell, 
Hull  Bigsby,  Abraham  Boomhorn.  Michael  Boomhorn,  Eben  Boothe,  Asa 
Bouton,  Francis  Bouton,  Martha  Bouton,  Ebenezer  Brackett,  Moses  M. 
Brasseen,  Charles  Brawton,  Arnold  Braynard,  Jesse  Braynard,  Zachariah 
Braynard,  Luther  Bristol,  Daniel  Brown,  Fowler  Bryant  (twice),  David 
Bugg,  Joseph  S.  Bullis,  Silvester  Bunyon,  John  Burn,  Orren  Burnham,  Con¬ 
stant  Bushnell,  Reuben  Bushnell,  Giles  Butler,  Jesse  Butler,  Roxy  Butler. 

Jesse  Canfield,  Thomas  Canfield,  Ira  Carter,  Isaac  Carter.  Seth  Carter, 
Thomas  Carter,  Charles  Casso  [colored J,  Patience  Champion,  Benjamin 
Chapman,  James  Chapman.  Jed  Chapman,  John  Chapman,  Fhineas  Chap¬ 
man,  Samuel  Chapman,  William  Chapman,  Jires  Chittenden,  Joel  Chit¬ 
tenden,  Leauth  Chittenden,  John  Clafland,  Allin  Clark,  Aaron  Clarke, 
Thomas  Clarke,  Amos  Cleaveland,  John  Cleveland,  La  vine  Cleveland,  David 
Coe,  David  Coles,  Solomon  Coles,  John  Combs,  Haim  Conradt,  Thomas 
Cook,  William  Cooke,  Grove  Cooley,  Jelxiel  Cooley,  Samuel  Cooley,  Amos 
Cornwall,  Daniel  Cornwell,  Peter  Cortright,  Jemima  Cory,  George  Crandle, 
James  Crane,  Frederick  Crooker. 

Edward  Daily,  Adaliah  Davis,  Ebenezar  Davis,  William  Davis,  John 
Davison  (twice),  Erastus  Day,  Elliott  Deiggs,  Adiah  Dewey,  James  Dewitt, 
Luke  Dewitt,  Peter  Dewitt,  Josiali  Doan,  Moses  Dodge,  Alvin  Doty,  Jerome 
Doty,  Nathaniel  H.  Doty,  Bartholomew  Driggs,  William  Dryer,  John  Dun¬ 
ham,  Stephen  Dunsbre. 

John  Earles,  Moses  Earles,  William  Early,  John  Edger,  Cornelius  Eg- 
bertson,  Luthan  Ells.  Abraham  Elmendorf,  James  Elting,  Samuel  Everth. 

William  E.  Farmer,  John  Fayatt,  Cyrus  Field.  Walter  Field,  Abner 
Flower,  Georges  Flower,  Silas  Fordham,  Nathan  Fraer,  David  Franie. 

Elias  Galusha,  Abiel  Gardner,  John  Garrison,  Benjamin  Gideons,  liar- 
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ris  Gideons,  John  Gideons,  Jonah  Gilbert,  James  Goof,  Philip  Goof,  Thomas 
Gray,  Richard  Griffin,  Joseph  Griggs,  William  Groom,  Abel  M.  Grosvenor. 

John  Haimes,  John  B.  Hall,  Elon  Halloek,  Nathan  Hallock,  Obid  Hames 
Jr.,  Amos  Hamlin,  Josiah  Hand,  Harman  Harey,  Edward  Harman,  I.  Harris, 
Peter  Harris,  Lovira  Hart,  Luther  W,  Hart,  Obid  Harvey  Jr.,  James  I.  Hase, 
John  Hawley,  Luther  Hayes,  Oliver  Head,  Eleazur  Hedges,  William  Heed, 
Israel  Heels,  Solomon  Henderson,  Henry  Hendrixen,  William  Hendrixen, 
Ephraim  Higgins,  Edward  Hill,  Samuel  Hill,  Jared  Hitchcock  (twice),  Mary 
Hitchcock,  Chancy  Hobson,  Heman  Hobson,  Elias  Hoghtaling,  Isaac  Hogh- 
taling,  Gideon  Holbert,  Samuel  Holmes,  George  Hotchkiss,  Henry  Hotchkiss, 
Lemuel  Hotchkiss,  Joseph  Howell,  John  Howes  Jr.,  Joshua  Howland,  Abner 
Hubbard,  Benjamin  Hubbard,  Clarke  Hubbard,  Elijah  Hubbard,  Isaac  Hub- 
hard.  Jabez  Hubbard,  Israel  Hubbut,  Betsey  .Hull,  John  Hull,  Jeremiah 
Hummel,  Enoch  Hutchinson. 

Giles  Ingaham,  William  Ingraham,  Abel  Ives. 

Phebe  James,  Stephen  James,  Charles  Johnson,  Isaac  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Lemuel  Judsen. 

Christopher  Keeler,  George  Keith,  Nathaniel  Kindle.  Charles  Kirtland, 
Daniel  Kirtland  (twice),  Richard  Kirtland,  Ebenezer  Knapp. 

Selock  Lawes.  David  Lawter,  Isaac  Leary,  Samuel  Lee,  William  Leet, 
William  Lewis,  Joel  Linley. 

Samuel  Marvin,  Jared  Matthews,  Barnabas  McKean  (twice),  Nathaniel 
Mead,  David  Mervin,  Andrew  Miller,  Peter  Miller,  Philip  Moore,  Daniel 
Morison,  Eli  Morris,  Elihu  Moss,  Timothy  Munger,  Titus  Munger. 

John  Newell,  Raphael  Newell,  Seth  Newell,  William  Newman,  Aaron 
Norton,  Elnathan  Norton,  Augustus  Noyes. 

Eli  Pain,  William  Pain,  John  Palmer,  Ira  Pank,  Daniel  Park,  Charles 
Parker,,  Chester  Patterson,  Benoni  Pearce,  Cromwell  Pearce,  Joab  Pearce, 
John  M.  Pearce,  Micah  Pearce,  Russel  Pearce,  Silvester  Pearce,  Cyrus  Peck, 
Joseph  Peck,  Samuel  Peck,  Elkanah  Perceval,  Timothy  Percival,  John 
Perry,  Solomon  Perry,  John  Pheuix,  Silas  Pierce,  Ethan  Plank,  Harry 
Plank,  Jeremiah  Plank,  John  Plank,  Christopher  Post,  Ezra  Post,  Roswell 
Post,  Augustus  Pratt,  Augustus  Pratt  Jr.,  Elthan  Pratt,  Frederick  Pratt, 
Jonathan  Pratt,  Jonathan  Pratt  Jr.,  William  Pratt,  Nathan  Price,  Harvey 
Puck. 

William  H.  Reed,  Amaziah  Rice,  Herman  Rice,  Gilmore  Ricketson, 
Michael  Rightemberg,  Hary  Rightembergh,  Rossel  Rood,  Thomas  Root, 
Ebenezer  Rose,  James  Rose,  Jacob  Ruggen,  Aaron  Russel. 

Hannah  Saring,  Amasa  Scofield,  Samuel  Scofield,  Stephen  Scofield, 
Thomas  Scofield,  William  Scofield,  Reuben  Scott,  Catherine  Seabolt,  Jacob 
Shears,  John  Sherman,  John  A.  Sherman,  Augustus  Shoe,  Peter  Shoe, 
William  Shot'elt,  Adonijah  Skeel,  Eliab  Skeel,  Gideon  Skeels,  John  Skenk, 
Stephen  Slawson,  Allen  Smith.  Gilbert  Smith,  Recompense  Smith,  Seth 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  William  Smith,  Elias  Snyder,  Elia- 
kim  Sotiard,  Thomas  M.  Spalding,  Calvin  Spencer,  Dennis  Spencer,  Ichabod 
S.  Spencer,  Ambrose  Squires,  Peter  Stanard,  Peter  Stanard  Jr.,  Levi  Sted- 
man,  Robert  Steele.  Obadigh  Stephens,  John  Stewart,  Wilsey  Stilwell, 
Sarah  Stocking,  Ancle  Stone.  Nathan  Stone,  Anson  Strong,  Josiah  Strong, 
Peter  Strong,  Selah  Strong,  Selagh  Strong,  Henry  Strope,  Giles  Sutton. 
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Jonathan  Tavler,  Asa  Thomson,  James  Thomson,  Stephen  Tibbies, 
Samuel  Tolds,  Jesse  Tounsend,  Richard  Townsend,  Jonathan  Tripp,  Asa  Tryn, 
Richard  Tryon,  William  Tucker,  Tehiel  Tudd,  Joseph  Tudds,  Joshua  Tuyler, 
Elisha  Tyler,  Phineas  Tyler,  Phineas  Tyler  Jr. 

Isaac  Umphrey,  Silvester  Umphrey,  Ichabod  Umstead,  Nathaniel  Um- 
sted,  James  Utter,  James  Utter  Jr. 

John  Van  Loan,  Jacob  Van  Sneg,  Theodosius  Van  Tassel,  Reynolds 
Verner,  Stephen  Vigil,  Joseph  Vincent. 

Joseph  Wade,  Luther  Wade,  Ashbel  Walker,  Benjamin  Walker,  James 
Ware,  Elijah  Warner,  Christopher  Waters,  Joab  Webb,  Joel  Weeks,  Zimri 
Welke,  Samuel  Wells,  Cornelius  West,  John  West,  Isaac  Wheeler,  Richard 
Wheeler,  Samuel  Wheeler,  Berea  White,  Daniel  White,  Jeremiah  White,  Sa¬ 
rah  Whittlesey,  Francis  Wilcox,  John  Wiley,  William  Wilkins,  Jacob  Wingar, 
Phebe  Winon,  John  Wood,  Jerard  Woodward,  Isaac  Woodworth,  Ambrose 
Wright,  Benjamin  Wright,  George  Wright,  George  Wright  Jr.,  James 
Wright,  John  Wright,  John  Wright  Jr.,  Wis.  Wright. 

Total  431  households. — C.  Mar.  31,  1930. 

Greenville  (1810):  [spellings  uncorrected]  Benjamin  Abrams  Jr., 
Benjamin  Adams,  James  Adams,  Joshua  Alisworth,  William  Allen,  Alex¬ 
ander  Anderson,  George  Anderson,  John  Andrews,  Eli  Anibal,  John  Arm¬ 
strong,  Benona  Austin. 

David  Baker,  Elizer  Baker,  Gideon  Baker,  Joshua  Baker,  John  IJaley, 
Dennis  Banarbus.  Elkana  Barker,  Ezra  Barker,  William  Barker,  Parks 
Beard,  Stephen  Beardsly,  Garret  Becker,  Jesse  Bell,  Jesse  Belters,  Stephen 
Benedict,  Samuel  Benet,  John  Betts,  Joseph  Betts,  Abel  Blackmore,  Elisha 
Blackmore,  Isaac  Blakeley,  Isaac  Blakely  Jr.,  Joseph  Blasdel,  John  B. 
Blimus,  Caty  Blossom,  Ephraim  Bogardus,  Henry  Bogardus,  Jacob  Bogar- 
dus,  Nanning  Bogardus,  Nanning  Bogardus  Jr.,  Amos  Bolan,  Pavimin 
Bolan,  Barly  Boots,  Amos  Botchford,  Nathan  Botchford,  Jack  Boyd,  Samuel 
Boyd,  John  Brandow,  Peter  Brandow,  Peter  I.  Brandow,  Wilhelmus  Bran- 
dow,  Hendrick  Brant,  Jonathan  Brent,  Reuben  Brington,  Ebenezer  Brison, 
Halsey  Brown,  John  Brown,  Underhill  Budd,  Asa  Bullock,  Daniel  Bullock, 
Silas  Bullock,  John  Bullus,  Josiah  Bullus,  Norris  Butler. 

Elexander  Calhoon,  Heman  Calhoon,  Levi  Callendar,  Nicholas  Carpter, 
Ebenezer  Carter,  Ebenezer  Carter  Jr.,  Jacob  Carter.  Luther  Carter,  John 
Chapman,  Reuben  Cheriten,  John  Christer,  John  Clash,  Ishamer  Cobb, 
Kan us  Collins,  Gonard  Collins,  Japt.  Collins,  Joseph  Collins,  Samuel  Col¬ 
lins,  Abraham  Colwell,  Amos  Cook,  Samuel  Cornell,  Michael  Cotton,  Azel 
Crane,  Paul  Cregs,  Abestus  Crusper,  Sarah  Cummins,  Elisha  Curtis,  Peter 
Curtis,  William  Curtis. 

Thadcleus  Dan,  Christopher  Dale,  Jonathan  Davis,  Nathan  Davis, 
Eanos  Dean,  Benjamin  Decker,  Henry  Decker,  Peter  Degraaf,  Casper  Deyo, 
Aaron  Dibble,  Aron  Dibble,  Thomas  Dibble,  Daniel  Dilson,  John  Drake, 
William  Drake,  George  Dudley. 

Samuel  Earls,  Henry  Edget.  Semour  Eggot,  John  Ely,  Ell  J.  Enohls. 

Andrew  Fancher,  Nathaniel  Puncher,  Ezra  Ferra,  Alexander  Ferris, 
Gilbert  Ferris,  John  Ferris.  Lemuel  Ferris.  David  Ferry,  Ezra  Finch,  John 
Finnton,  Zebulon  Forse.  Isaac  Foster,  Jacob  Foster,  James  Fuller. 

John  Garisun,  Thomas  George,  Oliver  Gibbs,  Benjamin  Gilford,  Joseph 
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Glover,  Nicholas  Goes,  William  Goes,  Jesse  Grant,  William  Green,  Charles 
Grigs. 

Joseph  Iladman,  Samuel  1.  Haight,  Samuel  Hall,  William  Hallick, 
William  Hallisk,  Betsey  Hancock,  Rebecca  Hansen,  Solomon  Hansen, 
Gideon  Havork,  Denison  Hawley,  Francis  Heacock,  Bethel  Henman,  Elijah 
Henman,  Jeromus  Henry,  Richard  Henton,  Gideon  Hevork  Jr.,  Hannah 
Hind,  Thaddeus  Hind,  Michael  Holenbeck,  Robert  Holenbeck,  Robert  Holi¬ 
day,  Lemuel  Holkis,  Stephen  Holly,  Isaac  Holmes,  Joshua  Holsbad,  William 
Hooker,  Martin  Horvvin,  Benah  Hotchram,  Joseph  Hotskis,  Enoch  Hoyt, 
Daniel  Hubbard,  William  Hull,  John  Huntington,  John  I.  Huntington,  John 
Husford,  Isaac  Huyk. 

James  Ingles. 

Thaniel  Janther,  Robert  Jenkins,  Jonathan  Jeromins,  Truman  Johnson, 
Samuel  Jones,  William  Jump,  Zuby  Jump. 

David  King  (twice),  Lewis  King,  Obadiah  King,  Ebenezer  Kirkland, 
Aliazer  Knold,  Christian  Kriskern. 

Aaron  Lake,  Edward  D.  Lake,  Ezra  Lake,  John  Lake,  Phineas  Lake, 
Truman  Lake,  William  Lake,  Stephen  Lantman,  William  Lantman,  John 
Lashley,  Henry  Lee,  Robert  Limor  [Limon  in  slave  owners’  list],  Stephen 
Lockwood,  Hiram  Losee,  Stephen  Losee,  Joshua  Lounsbert,  Harvey  Lusk. 

Daniel  Maxy,  Uriah  Mead,  Daniel  Miller,  Israel  Moredoek,  Nathan 
Morris,  William  Morris,  David  Moss,  Martin  Moss,  Simon  Moss,  Joseph 
Mott. 

Joshua  Nelson,  Azel  Newell,  Orange  Newell,  Aaron  Newman,  Shubal 
Newman,  Shubel  Newman  Jr.,  Ambrose  Norton,  Augustus  Norton,  Daniel 
Norton,  Isaac  Norton  (twice),  Joel  Norton,  Philip  Norton,  Russel  Norton. 

Peter  Paddoe,  Jacob  Page,  Rachel  Page,  Timothy  Page,  Benijah  Pal¬ 
mer,  Daniel  Palmer,  James  Palmer,  John  Palmer,  Nathan  Palmer,  Nathaniel 
Palmer,  Perin  Parish,  William  Parks,  Amos  Perrie,  Joseph  Picket,  Samuel 
Pierson,  William  Pitts,  Thomas  Place,  Lidia  Platt,  Abraham  Post,  Abraham 
Post  Jr.,  Ezra  Powell,  Augustus  Provost  [Prevost  in  slave  owners’  list], 
Charles  Pursell. 

Ezekiel  Ransdale,  Abijah  Read,  Eliakim  Read,  George  Renny,  Benja¬ 
min  Reynold,  Thomas  Robison,  Elias  Rockwell,  Levi  Rogers,  Mark  Rose, 
David  Rundels,  Richard  Runder,  Josiali  Rundle,  Prudence  Rundle,  Reuben 
Rundle,  Jacob  Rundles.  Samuel  Rundles,  Elisha  Rusco. 

Matthew  Salisbury,  Widdow  Saturly,  Jonathan  N.  Scaa-k,  David  Sco¬ 
field,  Jonas  Scofield,  Jonathan  Scofield,  Bortus  Segrew,  Simeon  Serepter, 
Samuel  B.  Shaw,  Sarah  Shaw,  Nathaniel  Sheperd,  Jonathan  Sherral,  Haddan 
Shields,  Peter  Sigmor,  Ephraim  .1.  Silvers,  James  Simily,  Camrad  Simons, 
Peter  Skert,  James  Slanson,  J.  Slingster,  Benjamin  Smith,  Enos  Smith, 
Harvey  Smith,  Horace  Smith,  Isaac  Smith,  Isaac  Smith  Jr.,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Stodard  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Isaac  Soles,  Henry  Souper,  Samuel 
Spalding,  Benjamin  Spear,  Clark  Squire,  Truman  Stamford,  John  Stanton. 
Aaron  Starker  (twice),  Amos  Stephens,  Henry  Stephens  (twice),  James 
Stephens,  Nehemiah  Stephens,  Reuben  Stephens,  Samuel  Stephens,  Thaddeus 
Stephens,  Thomas  Stephens,  Tompkins  Stephens,  William  Stephens,  An¬ 
thony  Stepman,  William  Steward,  Jonathan  Stokes,  Lewis  Stone,  Lewis 
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_ 1810  CENSUS  (GREENVILLE) 

Stone  Jr.,  Hill  Sturgis,  Smith  Sutherland,  Daniel  Swan,  David  Swan  Jr., 
John  Sweet. 

Henry  Talniage,  \\  illiam  Thorn,  William  Thorn  Jr.,  Nehemiah  Tom¬ 
kins,  Christopher  Townsend,  James  Townsend,  Stephen  Tryon,  Ebenezer 
Tuttle,  Thomas  Tuttle. 

Isaac  V[anJ  Schaak. 

Abel  Wakely,  Joseph  Waldron,  Richard  Walters,  Ichabod  Warner, 
Peter  Weaver,  Samuel  Webb,  David  Whiteford,  Timothy  Whitman,,  Jacob 
Wilbeck,  Joseph  \\  ilkins,  William  Williams,  David  Wilson,  Eustirra  Wilson, 
Seiner  Winnans,  John  Winters,  Benjamin  Wolsey,  William  Wright. 

William  Yeoman. 

Total  358  households. — C.  Apr.  3,  1930. 

Halcott:  see  Windham. 

Hunter:  see  Windham. 

Jewett:  see  Windham. 

Lexington:  see  Windham. 

New  Baltimore:  see  Coxsackie. 

Prattsville:  see  Windham. 

Windham  (  1 S 1 0  ) :  [spellings  as  given]  John  J.  Aekman,  Samuel  Adams, 
James  Addin,  William  Allen,  Solomon  Almsbury,  Joseph  Alwood,  James 
Andersen,  Gad  Andrews,  Ichabod  Andrews,  Laben  Andrews,  Sylvester 
Andrews,  Jacob  Angle,  Nathaniel  Appleby,  David  Arnold,  Elizabeth  Arnold, 
William  Arnold,  Harvey  B.  Avery. 

George  Babcock,  Isaiah  Babcock,  Levi  Babcock,  Jabez  Badow,  Joshua 
Baker,  Benjamin  Baldwin,  Harvey  Baldwin,  Samuel  Baldwin  (twice),  John 
Barber,  John  Barber  Jr.,  Ezra  Barker,  Jeremiah  Barker,  Phineas  Barker, 
Eshan  Barley,  Aaron  Barney,  Eder  Barnum,  Lewis  Barnum,  Elias  Bates, 
Nathan  Bates,  Adnev  Beach,  Erastus  Beach,  John  Beach,  Jonathan  Beach, 
William  Beach,  Isaac  Becker,  Thomas  Becker,  Joel  Beckwith,  Cornelius  D. 
Beers,  Augustus  R.  Benjamin,  Phineas  Benjamin,  Abel  Blakeley,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Blakeley,  Ebenezer  Blakesley,  Enoch  Blakesley,  Jesse  Blakesley, 
David  Blanchard.  Daniel  Bloomer,  Edward  Boardman,  Joseph  Bokes,  Thomas 
Bonnum,  Munson  Brackett,  Warren  Brackett,  Henry  J.  Brandow,  John 
Brandow,  Levi  Brandow,  Samuel  Brandow,  William  Brandow,  Gurdon 
Braynard,  Josialv  Braynard,  John  Breng,  Samuel  Brewer,  Darius  Briggs, 
Joseph  Brooks,  Daniel  Brounell,  Asa  Brown,  Collins  A.  Brown,  Jabez  Brown, 
Esther  Brunson.  John  Bryans,  Isaac  Buel,  Munson  Buel,  Roger  Banner, 
Seth  Bunson,  Robert  Burdsell,  David  Burges,  Stephen  Burgess*  Elizabeth 
Burhans,  William  Burns,  Joseph  Burnum,  Aaron  Bushnell,  Elijah  Bushnell, 
Elijah  Bushnell  Jr.,  Lewis  Bushnell,  Asa  Butler,  Nathaniel  Butler  (twice), 
Isaac  Butts. 

Elisha  Calkins,  Isaac  Camp,  Caleb  Carr,  Jacob  Carr,  James  Carr, 
John  Carr,  Henry  Carver,  Zachariah  Cayill,  Solvin  Chafer,  Lewis  II.  Cham¬ 
berlain,  Philemon  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlain,  Benjamin  Cham¬ 
berlin,  Samuel  Chamberlin,  William  Chamberlin,  Benjamin  Chase 
(twice),  James  chase,  Joseph  Chase,  Zepheniah  Chase,  Josiah  Chatfield, 
Samuel  Chatfield.  Joseph  Chatterton,  Aaron  Clailand,  Increase  Clafland, 
Charles  Clarke,  William  Clarke,  John  Clover,  John  Cl um,  Minor  Cob,  Justus 
Coe,  Orrin  Cole,  Derick  Conine,  Alexander  Conklin,  John  Connelly,  Amos 
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Cooke,  Uni  Cooke,  Abiel  Cornish,  Nathaniel  Corsin,  John  Coy,  Asahel  Cran- 
dell,  David  Crankhite,  Amos  Craw,  Benjamin  Crispell,  Samuel  (’looker, 
William  Crooker,  George  Cross,  Joseph  Cross,  Joshua  Cross. 

Henry  Davis,  William  Davis,  Cornelius  Deckar,  Isaac  Deckar,  Derick 
Decker,  John  Decker,  John  D.  Decker,  John  H.  Decker,  Lawrence  Decker, 
Lawrence  G.  Decker,  William  Decker,  David  Demance,  Moses  Demanoe, 
James  Deyoe,  Ezra  Dibble,  Joel  Dickerman,  Jacob  G.  Dies,  Joseph  Dimond, 
James  Diner  [colored],  Asahel  Disbrow,  Asahel  Disbrow  Jr.,  James  Dis- 
brow,  Meker  Disbrow,  Thomas  Disbrow,  Nathan  Dishy,  William  Distan, 
Antaziah  Doolittle,  Isaac  Doolittle,  John  Doolittle,  Solomon  Doty,  Abraham 
Dudley,  Nathan  Dudley,  Ephriam  Dunham. 

Edward  Eaglestone,  James  Eaglestone,  William  Eigun,  Arthur  Ells¬ 
worth,  Caleb  Elmore.  Nathaniel  English,  John  Euman. 

Benjamin  Fairchild,  Jonathan  Fairchild,  William  Falkner,  William 
Falkner  Jr.,  Palatier  Farington,  Joseph  Felt,  Nathan  Field,  Amos  Finch, 
Wells  Finch,  Adam  Fink.  Nabby  Fitch,  Adonijah  Ford,  Alvin  Ford,  Joel 
Ford,  Silas  S.  Fordham,  David  Foster,  David  W.  Foster,  Nehemiah  Foster, 
Ralph  Fowler,  Silas  Fowler,  John  Fraer,  James  Fraser,  Elum  French, 
David  Freng,  Stephen  Freng,  John  Frent,  Cornelius  Fuller. 

Samuel  Galloway,  Henry  Gardiner,  Jerome  Gardner,  John  Gardner, 
Harman  Garlick,  John  Gass.  Nicholas  Gass,  William  Gass  Jr.,  Jairus  Gates, 
Artenius  Gilbert,  Russel  Gladden,  Russel  Glanin,  John  Goodsell,  Henry 
Goslin,  Samuel  Graham,  Lewis  Green,  Gideon  Greene,  Seth  Greene,  Daniel 
Gregory,  David  Gregory,  Abijah  Griffin,  Gershom  Griffin,  Obadiah  GrilTin, 
John  Groat,  Daniel  Gunn. 

Smith  Hadden,  Aaron  Haddon,  Charles  D.  Haddon,  James  Haddon, 
Joseph  Haddon,  Caleb  Haight,  Jesse  Haight.  Robert  Hall,  Samuel  Hall, 
Willi  am  Hall,  John  Hamilton,  Michael  Hamilton.  Abraham  Haner,  Jacob 
Haner,  John  Haner,  Martin  Haner,  Benjamin  Hanes,  Elisha  Hanes,  Samuel 
Hanes,  Samuel  Hanes  Jr.,  William  Hanes,  Mary  Harvey,  Titus  Heaton, 
John  Hensen,  Samuel  Ilensen,  William  Hensen,  Caleb  Hitchcock,  Jacob 
Hitchcock,  Jedediah  Hitchcock,  Thomas  Hitchcock,  William  Hitchcock, 
Daniel  Hogeboom,  James  Hogeboom,  Leonard  Hogeboom,  Tobias  Hogeboom, 
Abel  Holcomb,  Isaac  Holdridge,  Israel  Holdridge,  Roger  Holkem,  Jacob 
Holsty,  Frederick  Homell,  William  Hood,  Gideon  Hosford,  Harvey  Hosford, 
Pitt  A.  Hosford,  Reuben  Hosford,  John  Hotchkiss,  Phineas  Hovey,  Amos 
Hubbert,  Aruna  Hubbert,  Chancy  Hubbert,  Jedediah  Hubbert  (twice), 
Timothy  Hubbert,  Solomon  Huestis,  Asahel  Hull,  Chester  Hull,  Medad 
Hunt,  Sanford  Hunt.  Caleb  Hyde. 

Daniel  Ives,  John  Ives,  Samuel  Ives,  Samuel  Ives  Jr. 

Jacob  Jacobie,  David  Johnson,  Ebenezer  Johnson,  Gerard  Johnson, 
Harvey  Johnson,  Ira  Johnson,  Isaac  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Johnson,  John  John¬ 
son,  Stephen  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones 
Jr.,  Hannah  Jones,  John  Jones. 

Henry  Karr,  Daniel  Kelley,  Charles  Kelsey,  Samuel  Kelsey,  Benjamin 
Kipp,  William  Kirk,  Benjamin  Kirsby,  Andrew  Klein,  Frederick  Klein, 
Henry  Kleinc,  Coenrad  Knoll. 

Ebenezer  Lake,  Solomon  Lamer,  John  Laraway,  Asa  Larington,  Elisha 
Latimer,  Samuel  Law,  Cornelius  Leaman,  David  Levnrt,  Nathaniel  Lewis, 
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1810  CENSUS  (WINDHAM) 

Peter  Lewis,  Silas  Lewis.  Ephraim  Lion:;,  Jeremy  Lockwood,  Jesse  Lock- 
wood,  Seth  Lockwood,  Timothy  Lockwood,  Daniel  Loomis,  Oliver  Loomis, 
Asa  Lord,  Eliphalet  Lord,  Jonathan  Lord,  Elias  Lyons. 

John  Maben.  Robert  Maben,  Jonathan  Main,  Isaac  Malery,  Abijah 
Mallery,  Jacob  Martin,  John  McCann,  John  McFall,  Robert  McFall,  Ben¬ 
jamin  McGregory,  Duncan  McGregory,  James  McGregory,  Peter  McLean, 
Peter  Mead,  Philip  Mead,  Amos  Meloy,  John  Meloy,  Samuel  Merritt,  Na¬ 
thaniel  Messenger,  Lawrence  Mickle,  Daniel  Miles,  Isaac  Miles,  Willis 
Miles,  Nathaniel  Millard,  Benjamin  Miller,  Eleazar  Miller,  Henry  Miller, 
Jacob  Miller,  James  Miller,  James  G.  Miller,  Jeremy  Miller,  John  Miller, 
Nathaniel  Miller,  William  Miller,*  Hezekiah  Mills,  Holmes  Mills.  Israel 
Minor,  Phobe  Minor,  Abel  Mix.  James  Moody,  David  Moore,  Elijah  Moore, 
Enoch  Moore,  Israel  Morris,  Foster  Morse.  Elnathan  Munroe,  Joses  Mun¬ 
son,' Levi  Munson,  Orami  Munson,  Daniel  Murren,  Samuel  Murren,  Thomas 
Murren,  Thomas  Murren  Jr.,  Obadiah  Murrey,  Stephen  Myers,  Stephen 
Myers  Jr. 

Arnold  Newcomb,  Amos  Newton,  John  Newton,  Gass  Niles,  John  Niles, 
Enos  Northrop. 

Thomas  O'Brien,  Luke  Olds.  Benjamin  Osborn,  Bennet  Osborn,  Eben 
Osborn,  Jemima  Osborn,  Nathan  Osborn,  Enos  Osborne,  Ard  Osburn,  Eli 
Osburn,  Zebe  Osburn,  Henry  Ostrander. 

James  Paddock,  Isaac  Paine,  Lydia  Palmer,  Smith  Palmer,  William 
Parker,  Joshua  Parminton,  Lunnen  Parminton,  Sunderland  Patterson. 
Amos  Paugman.  Amos  Peck,  Jason  Peck.  Richard  Peck  (twice),  Samuel 
Peck  (twice),  Tenant  Peck.  Theophilus  Peck,  Levi  Perkins.  Samuel  Perkins. 
Timothy  Person,  Hezekiah  Pettit,  .John  Philips,  Susan  Philips.  Ebenezer 
Platt,  Luther  Pond,  Noah  Pond,  Moses  Porter,  Daniel  Post,  Beriah  Pratt, 
John  B.  Pratt,  Simon  Pratt  (twice),  Elias  Preston,  Jonathan  Preston,  James 
Price,  John  Prout,  John  A.  Pryout.  Isaac  Puck,  John  Purson. 

William  Read,  Daniel  Reynolds,  Jacob  Reynolds.  Jonathan  Reynolds. 
Philetus  Reynolds,  Samuel  Reynolds,  Benajah  Rite,  Gerard  Rice,  Ira  Rice, 
John  Rice,  Andrew  Richards,  Edmond  Richards  (twice),  James  Richards 
Asa  Richmond,  Bernardus  Rider.  Daniel  Rivenb’gh,  Jasper  I.  Robbins, 
George  Robertson,  James  Robertson,  Eli  Robinson.  Jasper  Robinson,  Reu¬ 
ben  Robinson,  Elihu  Rogers,  Solomon  Rogers,  Tobias  Rose,  Nathan  Rowley. 
Wilkes  Rowley,  Pelitia  Ruland. 

Nathan  Salisbury,  Harman  Sanby,  John  Savage.  Silas  Sawyer,  Gilbert 
Saxton.  Susan  Saxton,  Derick  L.  Sc.hennerhorn,  Jacob  l.  Sehermerhorn. 
Henry  Schoonmaker,  Henry  SchoonmakTr  Jr..  Elijah  Scofield.  Moses 
Shaw,  Dyer  Shephard,  Munson  Shephard,  John  L.  Sherman,  William 
Shoemaker,  Michael  Showers,  Lemon  S.  Sliutts,  Nathaniel  Skiff, 
Ira  Smallen,  John  Smallen,  Frederick  Smith,  Jacob  Smith,  Jeseman  Smith. 
Peter  I.  Smith.  Reuben  Smith.  Rufus  Smith.  William  Smith,  John  Sneathen, 
Freeman  Snow,  Freeman  Snow  Jr..  Jacob  Snow.  Jacob  Sole.  Gerusha 
Spencer,  Oliver  Spencer,  Robert  Spencer.  Stephen  Spencer.  Justin  Squires, 
William  Stall,  Richard  Stanley  Jr.,  Nathan  Stanton,  John  Stedman,  John 
Stedman  Jr.,  Solomon  Stedman.  Aaron  Steele,  Perez  Steele,  Perez  Steele 
Jr..  Henry  B.  Stepson,  George  Stimpson.  Ephraim  Stimson,  Nathaniel  Stim- 
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son,  William  Stimson,  Abijah  Stone,  William  Streeter,  Elijah  Strong. 
Jairus  Strong.  George  Swap. 

Andrew  Tall,  Thomas  Tayler,  George  Teal,  Jacob  Teal,  Robert  Thomp¬ 
son,  Elisha  Thomson,  Israel  Thomson,  William  Tombs,  Timothy  Tompkins, 
Elijah  Towner,  Elihu  Townsend,  Moses  Townsend,  Thomas  Townsend, 
Zebulon  Townsend.  Lott  Towsley,  James  Tucker,  Abraham  Turk,  John  Turk, 
Ephraim  Turney,  John  Turney,  Robert  M.  Turney,  Bostwick  Tuttle,  Ezekiel 
Tuttle,  Jehiel  Tuttle,  Joel  Tuttle,  John  Tuttle,  John  Tuttle  Jr.,  Samuel 
Tuttle,  William  Tuttle,  Asaph  Tyler,  Timothy  Tyler. 

Elihu  Umphrey,  Robert  Underhill,  William  Underhill,  William  Under¬ 
hill  Jr. 

John  Valentine,  Peter  Vandenburgh,  John  Van  Deusen,  Stephen  Van 
Deusen,  Garret  Vandusen,  Robert  Van  Dusen,  David  Van  Dyck,  Derick  Van 
Dyck,  Cornelius  Van  Hoesen,  Tobias  Van  Hoesen,  Peter  Van  Loan,  John 
Van  Loon,  Abraham  Van  Valkenbergh,  Isaac  Van  Valkenbergh,  Jacob  Van 
Valkenbergh,  Jacob  L.  Van  Valkenbergh,  Jehoiakem  P.  Van  Valkenbergh, 
Jerome  P.  Van  Valkenbergh,  Lambert  L.  Van  Valkenbergh,  Peter  L.  Van 
Valkenbergh,  Tunnis  Van  Valkenbergh,  Stephen  Vincent. 

Gideon  Walcott,  Samuel  Walcott,  George  Walton,  William  Ward, 
James  Wares,  John  Waterman,  Benjamin  Way,  Jacob  West,  John  West, 
Eliphalet  Wheeler,  Elisha  Wheeler,  Thomas  Wheeler,  Israel  Whitcomb, 
Israel  Whitcomb  Jr.,  Argalier  White,  Nathan  White,  Nathaniel  Wilcox, 
Daniel  Williams,  John  A.  Williams,  John  Williamson,  John  Willson,  John 
Willson  Jr.,  Nevin  Wilson,  James  Wiltsey,  Jeliial  Winchell,  Jehiel  Winchell, 
Matthew  Winter.  Rogers  Winter,  David  Winters.  Abijah  Wolcott,  Solomon 
Wolcott,  Joshua  Wolfen,  Lemuel  Woodworth,  Austin  Wright,  Benjamin 
- [this  name  follows  Osborn], 

Total,  G 4 1  households  for  Windham,  which  then  included  all  the 
mountain  half  of  our  county;  for  county,  3  021  households,  in  1S10. 

We  Finish  at  Last 

the  1810  census.  Some  very  interesting  responses  to  these  lists  have  come 
from  people  who  recognized  ancestors  or  other  names.  There  must  be 
many,  many  others  who  could  tell  us  facts  we  need  to  know,  who  talk  about 
them  in  their  homes  as  they  scan  these  columns,  but  who  have  not  yet 
sent  us  their  help.  Please  do  so  now.  A  postcard,  or  a  telephone  message, 
will  put  us  in  touch.  Do  not  forget  your  address. — C.  Apr.  11,  2{,  and  May 
1.  19.i0. 

Some  A m nsino  Errors  occur  in  the  IS  10  census  lists  We  ai'e  very  par¬ 
ticular  to  print  the  names  exactly  as  they  stand  in  the  Beers  history,  not 
correcting  even  the  most  obvious  misprints,  such  as  “Dehorah”  for  De¬ 
borah,  for  it  is  often  unsafe  to  make  supposed  corrections  without  positive 
information.  Who  can  give  us  that  information — definite  corrections  of 
individual  mistakes?  We  ask  your  help,  to  make  the  list  exact. 

Here,  for  example,  is  “Catlope  Uannight"  in  Catskill  (1810).  Who 
was  “Catlope"?  Our  guess  is  Calliope,  and  that  the  last  name  is  an  old 
spelling  for  what  we  now  write  Canniff.  like  Imboght  and  its  familar 
pronunciation  "lmbuff."  But  who  then  was  Calliope  Canniff?  Can  some 
of  her  descendants  enlighten  us?* 

[‘See  later  information  on  pages  114-115.] 
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1817  CATSKILL  VILLAGE  CENSUS 


Ve  have  been  interested,  in  this  connection,  to  learn  how  accurate  was 
the  proof-reading  in  Beers's  history,  and  have  now  found  a  good  check  on 
it  in  the  list  of  school  subscribers  on  his  page  130,  copied  from  page  77 
of  the  “Sketches  of  Catskill.”  In  this  short  list  of  55  names  we  discover 
no  less  than  five  careless  mistakes  in  copying  or  proving  namely  “Pale” 
for  Hale,  “Overbaugh”  for  Overbagh,  “Brockway  &  Company”  for  plain 
Brockway,  “Lacy”  for  Lacey,  and  “Brosnahan"  for  Brosnaham.  One  name 
wrong  out  of  every  eleven!  And  this  in  copying  from  a  printed  list.  When 
such  work  is  added  to  the  scrawlv,  faded,  worn  handwriting  of  the  old 
census  sheets,  one  can  imagine  the  accuracy  with  which  the  names  have 
reached  us. 

And  by  the  way,  where  is  that  old  1810  census  manuscript?  It  has  not 
been  found  in  the  court  house.  We  should  like  to  see  the  original. — 
C.  Dec.  a,  1929. 


Catskill  Village  in  1817 

contained  238  families  with  a  total  population  of  1513,  had  nine  schools 
and  four  “worshiping  Assemblys"  and  there  was  no  house  in  the  village 
unoccupied  while  some  houses  contained  “3,  4,  5  and  6  families  each.”  So 
states  a  little  manuscript  census  of  June,  that  year,  the  well  preserved 
original  of  which  has  been  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Judge  Emory 
A.  Chase  of  Catskill,  presented  to  him  in  1907  by  Henry  Ashley.  Through 
(he  kindness  of  Mrs.  Chase  we  are  able  to  reproduce  the  list  of  (heads  of) 
“families”  with  the  numbers  in  each.  There  were  in  all  1  434  white  per¬ 
sons  recorded,  65  free  blacks  (indicated  by  us  in  the  following  list  by  the 
letter  “b”)  and  13  slaves  (here  indicated  by  “si”),  total  1513.  In  the 
eight  page  original,  the  names  are  grouped  under  the  initials  but  are  not 
otherwise  alphabetic.  For  greater  convenience  of  reference,  and  for  com¬ 
parison  with  the  town  census  of  1810  published  in  preceding  issues,  we 
rearrange  the  names  into  strict  alphabetical  order. 

“Population  of  the  Village  of  Catskill,  June  1S17.”  (Note:  Each 
name  is  followed  by  the  number  of  persons  in  family,  with  b.  for  blacks 
and  si.  for  slaves):  Chas.  C.  Abeel  3,  David  C.  Abeel  8,  Garrit  Abeel  7, 
John  Adams  7  si.  1.  Daniel  Ashley  3,  Henry  Ashley  9,  John  Ashley  14; 

Charles  Backus  10,  Charles  Baker  6  Sami.  Baker  3,  Wm.  Barnett  5, 
Erastus  Beach  4,  Mathew  Bellamy  5,  Caleb  Benton  4  b.  1,  Sami.  Benton 
5,  Tom.  Berger  b.  4,  David  Blake  2,  .Ter.  Blake  5,  Joseph  Blake  6,  John 
Blanchard  3,  James  Bloggett  5,  Egbert  Bogardus  8.  Jas.  Bogardus  7,  John 
Bogardus  10,  John  Bogardus  Jr.  3,  Peter  Bogardus  4,  John  P.  Bolen  8. 
Francis  Botsford  9  b.  1 ,  Andrew  Breasted  4,  Peter  Breasted  7,  Wm.  Britton 
8,  A.  Brosnaham  4  b.  1,  Ben.  Brown  b.  4,  Mrs.  Butler  5; 

Robert  Calder  6,  M.  I.  Cantine  6,  Hastings  Castle  6,  Sol.  Chandler  8, 
Phylemon  Church  5.  Allen  Clark  4,  Betsey  Clark  3,  Charles  Clark  8,  John 
Clemens  5,  Mary  Clemens  2,  Jas,  Cole  10,  Jas.  Colier  10  b.  1.  Ellison  Con- 
gar  2,  Philip  Conine  5,  Appollas  Cooke  7  b.  1,  T.  B.  Cooke  14  si.  1,  Peter 

Coons  8,  Polly  Creigg  2.  Mackay  Croswell  10,  T.  O.  H.  Croswell  5  b.  1; 

John  F.  Darrow  7,  Hugh  Daugerty  3,  Peter  Davison  7,  Ira  Dav  10 

b.  1,  Orrin  Day  9  b.  1,  Russell  Day  9  si.  1,  Stephen  Day  5  bl.  1,  Henry  Day- 

ton  5,  Wm.  Dayton  5,  Zac.  Dederiek  6  b.  1,  John  Depew  5,  Mrs.  Dewitt  4, 
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Theph.  Dimmick  G,  Abrn.  Dobbs  8,  Terrence  Donnely  11  b.  3,  Robert  Dorlon 

6  b.  1 ,  Mary  Dougherty  4,  Isaac  Douglas  4,  Rarrent  Dubois  5,  Cornelius 
Dubois  6,  Isaac  Dubois  10  b.  3  si.  1,  John  Dubois  Ob.  1  si.  1,  John  Dubois 
Jr.  7,  Widow  Dubois  3,  Allen  Dumond  3,  Ant.  Dumond  4,  Jacob  Dunham 

6,  David  Dutcher  2.  Ren.  W.  Dwight  0; 

William  Edwards  10  Xathan  Elliot  7.  Xathl.  Ells  0,  Jesse  Emmons  4, 
Sami.  Everest  2; 

Abm.  Fonda  10,  Philip  Foot  b.  2,  John  Franklin  5; 

- Gardner  2,  Wm.  Gibbs  7,  Truman  Gillet  3,  John  Good  4,  Chan. 

Goodrich  ">,  Henry  Grace  4,  John  Grace  0, - Graham  S,  John  Grant  3, 

Mrs.  Grosvenor  2; 

Jacob  Haight  7  b.  1,  Thos.  Hale  S,  Aaron  C.  Hall  7  b.  2,  Ira  C.  Hall  6, 

Lemuel  Hall  0,  Abm.  Hallenbeck  5,  J.  M.  Hallonbeck  5, - Ham  4, 

David  Hamlin  7,  Frank  Hamlin  4,  John  Hamlin  0,  Isaac  Hardenberg  4  b. 
1,  Ezra  Hawley  11  b.  2.  John  Hazen  4.  George  Henry  7,  Sami.  Henry  0, 
John  Hicks  4,  Hiland  Hill  0,  Hiland  Hill  Jr.  6,  Richard  Hill  6,  Xathl.  Hin- 
man  15,  Josiah  Hull  3,  Sami.  Hull  S,  Sol.  Hustes  5,  Ben.  Hyde  2,  Wilkes 
Hyde  7 ; 

Tom.  Jackson  b.  4,  Xathl.  Jacobs  S,  J.  M.  Johnson  6  b.  1  ; 

Mrs.  Kane  0,  Thomas  Kelsey  5;  John  Lamb  5.  Joseph  Larrabee  3. 
John  Layman  5,  Mrs.  Lee  4,  Thos.  Limbrick  S  b.  I,  Arch.  Ludinton  6,  Tert. 
Ludinton  13; 

Sami.  Magee  7,  Ren.  Maltby  3.  Andrew  McFarlane  6.  Henry  McKinstrv 

7  b.  1,  Elisha  Meiggs  12.  Aris.  Merrick  7,  P.  T.  Mesick  4.  Mrs.  Miller  5, 
Seth  Miller  3,  Jacob  Millius  3,  Daniel  Miner  6,  Joseph  Moore  9,  Robert 
Moore  5,  James  Morgan  6; 

J.  H.  Oakley  7,  Wm.  Overbaugh  4; 

John  Pack  4,  Jonathan  Palen  G,  Wm.  Patterson  8,  Joseph  Penfield  8, 
Sam.  L.  Penfield  S  b.  1,  R.  R.  Penoyer  6,  James  Pinckney  11,  David  Porter 

3  b.  1,  James  Powers  9, - Pratt  9.  Mrs.  Prout  5,  H.  Pruyn  G; 

Henry  Race  4,  Isaac  Race  G,  Gid.  Reynolds  13,  Jas.  Reynolds  3,  Mrs. 
Rider  1,  Jacob  Rockefeller  5,  Charles  Rogers  S,  Jacobus  Row  5,  Jonathan 
Row  8,  Tunis  Ryer  5; 

Francis  Sayre  7,  Eber  Scott  4,  J.  V.  D.  S.  Scott  (this  was  Judge  John 
Van  Der  Spiegle  Scott)  7  b.  1 ,  Seth  Scott  7,  Wm.  Scott  3,  Wm.  Seaman  8 
b.  1,  Robt.  Searls  21,  John  Segue  2,  Peter  Shauerman  7,  Ezra  H.  Shepard 

7,  A.  Sherman  11.  Ren.  Sherman  3.  J.  E.  Simmons  3,  Cuff  Smith  b. -3-  si.  1, 
Simon  Smith  4.  Ren.  Soles  11,  Mark  Spencer  5  si.  1,  John  Starr  6,  Mrs. 
Starr  3,  Danl.  Stevens  3,  Adam  Stewart  4,  Jared  Stocking  S,  David  Stratton 
Jr.  6,  Seth  Swift  3; 

’  Seth  Tenbroeck  5  si.  1,  Conklin  Terry  2,  Hez.  Thayer  8,  Rill  Thompson 
b".  8,  'J.  A.  Thompson  8  b.  2  si.  2,  Xathl.  Thorn  5,  Arch.  Thorp  10,  David 
Thorp  5,  Mrs.  Thorp  2,  Ben.  Titus  3,  Gilbert  Titus  4,  Wm.  Tucker  9; 

Wm.  Van  Bergen  7  b.  1,  .1.  C.  Vander  Zee  5.  Henry  Van  Gordon  10  si. 
1.  Garrit  Van  Hoesen  8,  Jacob  A.  Van  Hoesen  5.  Isaac  Van  Loan  2.  Wm. 
Van  Loan  G,  Ben.  Van  Orden  Jr.  8  si.  1,  Jacob  Van  Orden  9  b.  1,  Sami.  Van 
Orden  3.  Jas.  Van  Volkenherg  7.  John  Van  Volkenberg  2  b.  1,  Jacob  Van 
Voorhis  7,  Roeloff  Voorhis  6; 
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Mrs.  Weed  2.  Zenos  W.  Weed  3,  Elijah  Wells  7,  John  Wetsell  3,  Wm. 
H.  Wey  3  si.  1,  Sami.  Whittemore  7,  J.  B.  Whittlesey  3,  Horace  Willard  9, 
Xathl.  Willson  1  -1 ,  Ira  Winans  7,  .Tas.  Woodruff  G; 

“In  Jail  &  Litnites  G,  in  Poor  House  11.  Coasters  not  included  in  any 
family  15  b.  5“  giving  total  of  1513.  “Average  per  Family  G.” 

This  list  is  interesting  in  showing  that  less  than  one-sixth  of  the 
colored  population  were  slaves  even  at  this  early  date,  but  had  been  very 
generally  freed,  and  that,  some  had  become  self-supporting  families,  such 
as  Berger,  Brown,  Foot,  Jackson,  Smith  and  Thompson.  We  should  like 
tc  hear  from  the  descendants  of  any  of  the  colored  persons  represented  in 
this  census  list.  It  is  interesting  also  as  reflecting  the  prosperity  of  the 
village  after  the  war  of  1812  when  the  seas  had  been  opened  to  our  com¬ 
merce  and  New  York  City  was  just  starting  its  great  growth,  with  Cats- 
kill  as  one  of  its  most  important  shipping  points  of  food  and  leather. 

Whoe\er  recognizes  in  the  above  lists  any  familiar  or  ancestral  name, 
please  send  us  a  line.  Tell  us  what  you  can  about  them.  It  will  make 
delightful  reading,  and  when  this  information  is  all  compiled  in  our 
Historian’s  files  it  will  supply  an  inimitable  picture  of  the  past. — C.  Jan. 
16,  1930. 

END  OF  SERIES  I. 


The  following  misprints  have  been  noted: 

Page  38:  an  entire  line  omitted  following  “  Chistn  (x)’’  in  line  20,  viz. — 
Sax,  Jacob  Sax,  Johnnes  (IS)  Sax,  Paul  Sax,  Peter  (PS)  Sax,  Peter  Sax, 
In  the  next  line  for  “sen.”  read  Sen. 

Page  10:  the  second  line  (“written  at  first”)  should  be  crossed  off. 

Page  17,  line  8:  for  “more”  read  further. 

Page  17,  line  17:  for  “Frederexsz”  read  Frederiexsz. 

Page  2-1 ,  line  12  from  bottom:  for  “laids”  read  laid. 

Page  29,  line  22:  the  apostrophe  after  Puisne  is  an  (improper)  accent. 

Page  30,  line  3  from  bottom;  for  “Dederiek”  read  Dedrick. 

Page  31,  line  17:  for  “Coxackie”  read  Coxacckie. 

Page  35,  line  25:  insert  a  comma  after  “sermon. ” 

Page  42,  line  8:  insert  comma  after  “ashes.” 

Page  43,  line  13  from  bottom:  insert  comma  after  “life.” 

Page  45,  line  10  from  bottom:  the  original  spelling  is  “prinipals.” 

Page  Gl,  line  3:  insert  a  ditto  mark  before  1.34. 

Page  Gl,  line  7  under  1  845:  for  “fifty"  read  fifty  five. 

Page  G3,  line  8  from  bottom:  for '“pools”  read  polls. 

Page  G8:  paragraph  2  is  a  part  of  the  quotation.  ' 

Page  78.  line  15  from  bottom:  Nancy  Holcomb’s  age  should  read  SG  years. 

Page  92,  line  12  from  bottom:  for  “ounty"  read  County. 

Page  123:  for  “William  Hollinbake"  read  William  \\  .  Hollinbake. 

And  some  self-evident  slips  in  punctuation. 
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